Alb  BLIND  BABIES 
IS  SOCIETY'S  AIM 


Sunshine    Organization    Doing    a 
Deal  of  Good — Benefit  Per- 
formances at  Mohawk. 


Noticing     I 

ohawk  Theater  regarding  the  special 
matinees  to  be  given  for  the  benefit  of 
the  International  Society  this  week. 
many  have  asked  of  what  this  society 
consists. 

The  society,  of  which  there  are  l«  0 
branches  in  this  city,  is  the  only  soci- 
ety of  its  kind  in  the  United  States,  its 
work  being  to  care  for  and  educate 
blind  babies.  There  are  no  public  in- 
stitutions for  blind  children  under  Ave 
years    old. 

Until  the  Sunshine  Society  establish; 
ed  its  first  "home  for  blind  babies" 
these  tots  had  to  take  chances  with 
unscientific  and  often  unsympathetic 
attendants,  even  if  the  parents  were 
well  to  do.  In  the  middle  class  homes 
they  were  fed,  washed,  cared  for  in  a 
way  and  pitied,  or  in  the  wage  earning 
homes  they  were  left  hours  at  a  time. 
locked  in  rooms  or  even  tied  up  to 
guard  against  accident  while  the 
mother  earned  the  living.  If  found- 
lings, they  were  classed  almost  as 
idiots  in   institution  surroundings. 

In  the  "Sunshine  Homes"  the  blind 
babies  receive  body  nourishment,  the 
bodies  are  massaged,  oiled  and  gen- 
erally cared  for  until  the  mind  begins 
to  waken.  Out  of  82  cases  only  one  has 
been  given  up  as  hopeless. 

There  are  about  80,000  adult  blind 
in  the  United  States,  most  of  whom 
are  absolutely  dependent,  where  if  they 
could  have  been  placed  in  one  of  the 
"Sunshine     Homes"     during     their     in- 


fancy,  received  the  care  of  the  best  of 
scientists,  they  would  have  undoubt- 
edly for  the  greater  part  been  self- 
supporting-. 

An  example.  One  little  girl  was 
taken  to  the  "Sunshine  Home"  on 
Randall's  Island  who  had  been  labeled 
a  hopeless  idiot.  Now  she  is  in  the 
fifth   grade   of   the   public   school. 

It  is  for  replenishing  the  funds  used 
in  this  work  that  the  receipts  of  the 
two  special  matinees  held  at  the  Mo- 
hawk  Theater   this   week   will   go. 
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GOOD  WORK  fOR 
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Activity  in    Various    Sec- 
tions to  Aid  Worthy 
Charity. 

The    reception    at    the    Dyker    Hi 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  on  Mon- 
day   afternoon     wa?     attended     by     ten 
mothers    of    the   junior   members    of    the 
JSmi  the    Southern   Di- 

vision.      Mrs,  was 

thi;  leeia 

thrr 

the   Blind   Babies'  each 

one   of    them  kings   of 

the   Horn  lOJne    familiar  with   the 

children    and    their    helpers.       After 
inspection  of  the  houses  the  children  W 
entertained,  with   music.  and  to  I 
light   the  friends   who  came   to  see   them 
danced    with    them.       Mrs.    W.    A.    Bi 
well  and   .Mrs.  Helen   I 
and  wafers  In  the  dining  re 
guests  depai 

me  of 
Mrs.  Wii.uun  11.  Hamilton,  President  of 
Br  01 


afternon  brought  together  a  company  of 
representative  .Sunshine  workers.  The 
happy  hours  were  spent  informally  with 
musical  selections  at  intervals  and  ex- 
change of  sunny  greetings  over  the  tea- 
cups. Mrs.  Hamilton  -Led  in  re- 
cei\  aughtcrs,  the  Misses 
Grace  and  Ethel  Hamilton,  and  by  the 
officers  of  Branca  3,  Mrs.  Caroline  E'o- 
bits,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Knox  and  -Mrs.  James 
Preater. 


At  the  monthly  board  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  he'.d  Friday  morn- 
ing, the  twenty-first  inst.,  it  was  voted  to 
hold  the  next  meeting  in  connection  with 
the  "home  week"  to  be  observed  at 
Westover  Lodge,  March  IT  to  24  inclusive. 
The  directors  will  hold  their  meeting  on 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-first,  and  a 
luncheon  will  be  served  at  1  o'clock. 
The  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  the 
friends  of  blind  babies,  who  are  Invited 
to  visit  the  lodge    on    that    day. 


A  club  to  little  girls  at  Port  Washing- 
ton, L.  I.,  have  been  busy  making  s-c-rap- 
books  and,  when  finished,  sent  them  to 
Sunshine  to  be  used  in  the  good  cheer 
work.  They  are  nicely  made  and  the 
pictures  are  attractive  and  neatly  pasted 
in  the  books.  These  little  girls  have  be- 
come a  junior  Sunshine  circle  and  have 
been  enrolled  in  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society.  The  members  of  the  club 
are  Anet  Evans  Evans,  Dorothy  Aston, 
Louise  Morgan,  Madeline  Dlnn,  Helen 
Hewitt,  secretary. 


BLIND  BABIES'  HOME  AIDED. 


Miss  Pearson  Hostess  at  Successful 
Sterling  Place  Musicale. 
A  well-attended  musicale  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Blind  Babies  Home  at  Dyker 
Heights  was  given  last  night  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Miss  Ruth  Pearson,  997  Sterling 
place.  There  were  in  the  audience  about 
one  hundred  music  lovers,  and  support- 
ers of.  the  Dyker  Heights  institution  and 
the  programme  arranged  was  one  of  the 
finest  heard  during  the  season  in  the 
Bedford  section. 


Piano  solos  were  rendered  by  Ran- 
dolf  Conroy,  Miss  Ida  O'Connor,  Miss 
Lillian  Hodson,  Miss  Dorothy  Reynolds, 
Miss  Emma  Warren,  Miss  Marguerite 
Oglivie,  Miss  Winifred  Gorham.  Miss 
Elsie  McDermott,  Miss  Helen  Allyn  and 
Miss  Ruth  Pearson.  There  were  also 
vocal  solos  by  Miss  Lillian  de  Champs 
Wilson  and  Miss  Helena  Roth  Mar- 
schmedt,  and  a  mandolin  solo  by  Master 
Edward  Gorham. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Forman,  chairman  of  the 
house  committee  of  the  Blind  Babies 
Home,  made  a  few  remarks  about  the 
progress  of  the  home  and  its  plans  for. 
the   future.  £ 
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SUNSHINE  CELEBRATION. 


es  Day  at  Westover  Lodge. 

Phoeb©  Hawn.  to  Speak. 

The  Home  Week  celebration  of  the  In-, 
ternational  Sunshine  Society  at  Westover 
Lodge,  Cropsey  avenue  and  Bay  Tbirty- 
secoud  street,  Bensonhurst,  will  close 
Monday.  Yesterday  was  blind  babies  day, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  following  an  infor- 
mal luncheon,  there  was  a  business  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  Blind  Babies 
Branch,  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward  of  East 
Orange,  N.  J.,  presiding.  There  was  to 
havo  been  a  programme  by  the  blind 
babies  of  the  Dyker  Heights  home,  but 
because  several  of  them  were  sick  this 
feature  had  to  be  dispensed  with.  Sev- 
eral piano  selections,  however,  were 
given  by  Rachel  Askenas,  the  little  blind 
girl,  who  went  to  Albany  last  year  with 
Mrs.  Cyuthia  Westover  Alden  to  plead 
before  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in 
behalf  of  the  blind  babies  bill.  Little 
Rachel  graduated  some  time  ago  from 
the  Dyker  Heights  Blind  Babies  Home, 
and  is  now  a  pupil  at  the  New  York 
School  for  the  Blind. 

Today    Miss    Phoebe    Hawn    will    reU 
gome    of    her    experiences    in    the    reel 
Washington    "hike"    of     the     suffrages 
This    meeting   will    be    in    charge    of   Mr, 
E.   C.   Burgess.     On  Sunday  afternoon 
4:30    o'clock    there    will    be    vesper    ser 
ices  at  the   institution.    The  address 
be  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Wc 
ters      of      the      Wililamsburg     Reforr 
Church.    The  Rev.  Dr.  William  E.  Hugl 
of  the  Cropsey  Avenue  M.  E.  Church 
also  take  part.    Special  Easter  music  w^ 
be  one  of  the   features  of  the  afternoa 
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FOE  THE  BLIND  BABIES 

ffiiTi'iliinri  iii4ini  iii    i  iin.'    in  in  him    that 
some    provision   will    be    made    for   the 
blind  children  under  6  years  of  age  by 
the  legislative.     A  committee   of 
shiners    visited  litaJ    last    week, 

meeting  Senators  H.  H.  Dunn  and  W. 
S.  Dwinnell  and  Representative 
Knapp,  chairman  of  a  leading  commit- 
tee of  the  legislature,  who  promised  as- 
sistance, and  with  that  already  given 
by  Lieutenant  Governor  J.  J,  Burn- 
quist,  Thomas  Kneeland  and  others, 
everyone    i  nt   that   one   of   the 

two  bills  introduced  will  become  a  law. 
Senator  H.  H.  Dunn  introduced  a  bill 
in  the  senate  appropriating  $2,000  a 
year  for  two  years  for  the  care  of  the 
blind  babies  in  some  state  institution 
which  the  state  board  of  control  should 
designate. 

The  bill  introduced  into  the  house 
by  Thomas  Kneelan  ;:or  an  ap- 

?ropriatiou   of 
auc   and  provide  nurses  and   teachers. 
mainta 

International    Sunsh'iners    have    in 
■  ew   York   and    New    -1  Cms   is 

the  bill  the  Siuishiiiers  wish  to  become  a 
law,  and  it  it  agreed  by  all  to  be  the 
better  arrangement  for  the  children. 
However,  a  compromise  may  be  made 
by  adopting  the  first  bill  with  the  in- 
creased appropriation  of  $6,000.  The 
institution  under  consideration  a 
sent  to  which  the  blind  babies  will  he 
sent  is  the  Home  for  Crippled  and  In- 
curable  Children   in   St.    Paul. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the  head 
nurse  and  teacher  will  be  secured 
from  one  of  the  Sunshine  homes,  where 
they  have  been  experienced  workers 
with  the  blind  babies,  who  must  have 
special  care  and  training.  If  the  work 
proves  the  the  SunBhihers  feel 

confident  it  will  if  the  proper  nurses 
and  teachers  are  secured,  the  bill  for 
an  exclusive  home  for  the  babies  will 
be  taken  up  at  the  next  legislature. 

Only    those    who    ha\  I      the 

blind  babies'  homes.  nurseries  and" 
kindergartens  maintained  )>y  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  society  can  realize 
the  wonderful  results  accomplished 
with  these  little  ones  who  came  to 
the  home  so  helpli 

The  Sunshine  society  was  the  fi 
ganizatioii  to  take  up  the  work  with 
the  blind  babies  and  it  has  oi 
ed  to  the  world  that  the  education  ot 
the  blind  should,  begin  from  the  day 
they  are  blinded.  The  loss  of  sight 
does  not  mean  the  child  is  deficient 
mentally,    in    fact,    some    of  them    are 


brighter  than  seeing  children,  for  as  it ' 
rally  known,  the  loss  of  one 
e  makes  the  others  keener. 
So  sensitive  do  little  hands  and  ears 
become  that  the  children  can  r< 
nize  color  by  touch  and  tell  what  tot 
the  teacher  has  let  fall  by  the  sound. 
One  little  fellow  asked  the  Sunshine 
editor  when  visiting  the  home,  '.'May 
I  touch  your  face?"  When  asked  why 
Buch  a  request,  he  replied,  "Then  I 
can  see  what  you  look  like."'  So  he 
was  allowed  to  pass  his  little  fingers 
over  the  face  and  he  then  said  with 
great  confidence,  ''Now  I  know  what 
you  look  like."  They  sing,  dance,  sew 
and  do  all  the  kindergarten  work  of 
the  seeing  child.  Their  table  man- 
to  everyone,  and 
would  put  to  shame  many 
tdiild.    They  are  taught  ev{ 

ten    should   be    taught: 
ate    bom 
privileges    also.      It  iaby    is 

•being  taught  every 
ing'  hours,  for  nurses   and  t< 
doing  something  to  awaken  and 
late  the   mind   which   so    ofteu    re 
dormant,   or  partially   so,  with  a  blind 
child  ecial  care    is-  given  it. 

■n  out  of  eighty-two  blind  babies 
taken  from  the  imbecile  asylum  m 
New  York  to  the  Sunshine  home  only 
two  proved  imbeciles.  some  idea  of 
what  uplished'  by    special 

care  of  the  blind  babie> 

±iigfity  little  c>iies  have  been  rel 

mental    darkness   to   !-• 

(ing   and     self-supporting     blind. 

sota    will  blind 

children,    the    Sunshine 
York  and  New  Jer- 

i    rela- 
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ieing  pro\ 

No     matter    how    much    the    parents 

their   Child,    it    cannot   make1 

the  advance  in  in  the 
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_ 
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benefit   for   Blind   Babies 
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Manual  Girls  in  a  Comedy 

ison. 

JUPI 
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Miss  Isabel  Jenkins. 


Miss  Emma  Mallison. 


Rho  Kappa  Lambda  Members  Will'  I 

If- 

Give  "Tommy's  Wife,"  at 
Masonic  Temple,  May  3. 

The  Blind  Babies'  Home  in  Dyker 
Heights  will  profit  by  the  annual  play 
to  be  given  by  the  Rho  Kappa  Lambda 
girls  of  the  Manual  Training  High 
School.  It  will  be  given  on  Friday 
eveoing,  May  3,   and   it  is   hoped   that 


several  hundred  dollars  will  be  netted 
for  .this   worthy   cause.  . 

"Bommy's  Wife,"  a  spirited  three- 
act  comedy,  will  be  produced  hy  the 
fraternity  at  the   Masonic  Temple. 

The  action  centres  around  an  am- 
bito«s  young  artist  and  his  sister 
whov  in  order  that  her  brother  may 
pairrt  the  portrait  of  the  daughter  of 
a  prominent  society  woman,  must 
pose  as  his  wife. 

The  production  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Louise  Cejanus 
Brown. 

The    cast    Is: 

Rose  Carrothers,  Miss  Mardette 
Frost;  Patty  Campbell,  Miss  Florence 
Valentine;  Edith  Bronson,  Miss 
Emma  Malleson;  Mrs.  De  Yorburgh- 
Smith,  Miss  R.  Neuhaus.  Sylvia,  her 
daughter  Miss  Isabel  Jenkins; 
Thomas  Carrothers,  Mr.  Kenneth  A. 
Warren;  Dick  Grannis,  Henry  C 
Brown;  Pierre  Ee  Bouton,  Jack  Al 
len. 
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BlU  BRANCH  OF- 
1  SUNSHINE  10  MEET 


Annual    Gathering    of  Dele, 
To  Be  Held  in  Waldorf  Ast 

On  Saturday. 


The   annual    meeting'  of   ih« 

hat  tan. 
■  lie    morn 
era    and    standing  will 

bo  received.     These  gi  led  his.- 

Lory    of    the    work    for   the 
mon 

amu  "d  childre 


anci  aitemiou  to  the  blind  baby  work 

:onths    have      resigned, 
pointments    to    fill     thi 

made  at  this  meeting,    and  roit- 

tees   will    be  for    the     coming 

year.     Committees   t<>    be   appointed    axe: ' 
Way;  I  ommittee;      House' 

Committee,      Entertainmeni  dttee,  i 

Fresh   Air    Committee,    Advisory   Council,  \ 
ilistorian.  j 

i  '.    be    ,i  amme! 

give  'ind     children     of     the 

Dyk  for 

"Blind   Babies  session, 

which     i  Cor     2     o'clock.       The 

Board  oC  Directors  or  the  International'! 
Suns  for    the     Blind    con- J 

dore     F. 
-idem:    Mrs.,   Cynthia    Westover   Al- 
residenl  ;     Mrs.     Louis     B. 
rer;   Mrs.  .Nellie    K.   C. 
etary;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Per- 
kins B.  Lawrence,   Mrs.   W.  A.: 
Bav'i  line  Ashmcad.  and 
aie. 

.".     will    hold    its 

the    home    of    Mrs.    K. 

ampbell,  131  Hooper  street,  Brooklyn, 

day    afternoon.       After    the 

busi;  ere  will  be  a  sunshine 

social.       Full  reports  of  the  work  of  the 

past  month  will  be  made  at  this  meeting. 

"The    Jolly    Thirteen,"      'he      sunshine 

branch     Hint     was     organized     ,ast     May, 

when   the   Sunshiners   were   in    convention 

at    Starkey     Seminary      Sunshine    T,odge. 

will   hold    a    Sunshine    T/aundry   Social   at 

ay      Thirty-second 

.ensonhursl,    on    Saturday,    April 

Every       Supnshine       member       and 

friend  is  requested   to  attend  this  sunny 

gatnering.    and    have      a      pari      in      the 

"lann 

Another    feature    of    the     i  "ill 

be  the  formation  of  a  sunshine  chair  that 
will  sing  at  the  coming  sunshine  con- 
vention to  be  held  May  14-17.  The  group 
'if  songs  adopted  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  and  printed  in  its 
Manual    v, :;;   be   used   by   the   cho 

Mr?.   Byron   E.   Ulead  will  give' a   Sun- 

at    her    home,    443    Pacific 

street,    on   Thursday,    April   24,   at    2:30. 

benefit  of  a   family  in   the  city 

in     which     she     and     several     Sunshine. 

friends    are    especially    interested.    The 

father    is      blind,    the      mother    is      not 

ig  and  has  several  children  to  care 

The    babies   are   twins.      They    are 

particularly    in    need    of    a    twin    baby 

s    for    the    euchre    are 


ca, 


ad,   or  ad-mission  can   be   paid   at 
door   the  afternoon  of  the  euchre. 

The   Chester  Hill   Brand;   is   planning 

urnish  a  maternity  room  in  the  ne-v 

hospital   at   Mount   Vernon,   and   also  a 

n   for  babies.     This  will  cost  $CH'.  J 


BvooK/tvf-^  ,  W.  *-f.    S^auv^cta^vcL 


SOCIETY 


*• 


Eighth  Annual  Session  of  Work- 
ers For  Blind  Children  Held 
at  Waldorf-Astoria. 


ALL  OLD  OFFICERS  ARE 
UNANIMOUSLY  RE-ELECTED 


Children  Entertain  After  Routine 
of  Business. 


The  eighth  annual  meeting'  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  for 
Blind  Children  was  held  yesterday  at 
fn?  "W'alV'orf  Astoria.  Manhattan.  At 
tha  morning  session  the  readii 
reports,  election  of  officers  and  other 
business  was  transacted.  During  the 
afternoon  the  members  listened  to  ad- 
dresses by  Mrs.  Nellie  K.  C.  Furman. 
chairman  of  the  house  committee  and 


secretary  of  the  association,  and  Mrs. 

'ynthia    M.    Tregear.    superintendent 

if  the  Dyker  Heights  Blind  Babies' 
Home,  Nursery,  Hospital  "and  Kinder- 
garten at  Eighty-fourth  street  and 
Thirteenth   avenue. 

All  of  the  old  officers  were  unani- 
mously re-elected,  as  follows:  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Theodore-  F.  Seward,  East 
Orange,  N.  J.;  vice-president,  Mia, 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  Brooklyn; 
secretary,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
Brooklyn:  treasurer,  Mrs.  Louis  B. 
Campbell,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  W.  B.  An- 
derson, Manhattan;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Ash- 
mead,  Richmond  Hill;  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Bardwell,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  B.  B.  Law- 
rence, Manhattan:  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Perkins,   Manhattan. 

The  staff  is  as  follows:  Superin- 
tendent, Mrs.  Cynthia.  M.  Tregear; 
public  school  kindergartner.  Miss 
Anna  Miller;  teacber  of  music.  Mrs. 
Augusta  Bosworth.  Blind  Babies' 
Home  and  Nursery — Housemother. 
Mrs.  Alice  T.  Hunter:  special  nurse. 
Mrs.  Marislea  Pendleton.  Blind 
Babies*  Home,  Hospital  and  Kinder- 
garten—Housemother. Mrs.  Margaret 
.Mullen. 

following  members      were 

elected  to  the  advisory  board:  Chair- 
man Howard  Hildt,  Benjamin  B. 
Lawrence,  John  Whalen.  Dr.  Thomaj 
Darlington  -of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  John  Stanton.  Of  the 
fiv,  this  is  the  second  term  for 
Howard    Hildt    and  ^B.    B.    Lawrence. 

.Mrs.  Louise  Mead  was  elected  His- 
torian in  place  of  Miss  May  Dows. 
Her  term  of  office  will  date  from  the 
meeting  yesterday  and  will  continue 
until  the  next  annual  meeting  on  the 
third  Saturday  in  April,  1914.  Mrs. 
Furman  was  Te-eleeted  chairman  of 
the  house  committee.  Others  on  the 
coi nmit tee  are  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell, 
Mis.  Helen  Lindsey,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Lutle.  Mrs.  William  H.  Hamilton  and 
Mrs.  Catherine  Berkley.  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin B.  Lawrence  was  elected  chair- 
man of  the  admission  committee.  She 
will  appoint  her  own  assistants. 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Perkins  was  re-elected 
ehairman  of  the  AVays  and  Means 
•  'ommittee.  She  also  will  have  the 
selection    of    her    associates. 

During  the  afternoon  session, 
which  began  at  2  o'clock,  the  mem- 
bers were  addressed  by  Mrs.  Fur- 
man,  who  outlined  the  work  of  the 
association  during  the  past  year. 
Mrs.  Tresrear  reported  on  the  work 
being  done  in  the  Dyker  Heights  in- 
stitution. She  told  about  the  need 
of  the  blind  and  the  special  care 
iad  to  be  taken  of  them. 

Following  the  short  talks,  three  of 
the  blind  children  from  the  Dyker 
Heights  School  entertained.     Michael 


Lapalotti,   a   graduate  of  the   kinder- 
garten, and  now  a  student  in  a  New- 

(N.  J.)  public  school,  gave 
violin  and  piano  solos.  He  showed 
remarkable  skill  on  both  instruments, 
and  was  warmly  applauded.     He  also 

a  demonstration  of  the  work  at 
Dyker  Heights.  Rachel  Askenas, 
who  last  summer  appeared  before 
Gov.  Dix  to  urge  him  to  sign  the  bill 
for  the  benent  of  the  blind,  played  a 
piano  solo.  She  was"""  loudly  ap- 
plauded and  responded  with  a  vocal 
solo.  Emma  Kingsland  played  sev- 
eral selections  on  the  piano.  These 
two  ••-'iris  are  now  students  in  the 
New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind, 
Thirty-first  street  and  Tenth  avenue,  i 
Manhattan. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on. 
the  third  Saturday  in  April,  1914^' 
Until  then  the  work  will  be  carrier 
•  hi  at  the  Dyker  Heights  school  as 
the  past. 


MTTSICALE  BY  BLIND  CHLLDEEN. 

» 

Little  Violinist  Plays  and  Then  Tells 
of    Broken    String. 

Measles  kept  several  of  the  blind  babies 
away  from  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  for  the 
Blind  yesterday  In  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel,  but  the  programme  was  filled  with 
musical  numbers  by  older  children  who 
have  learned  to  play  the  piano  and  the 
violin  without  having  seen  either  notes  or 
Instrument 

Rachel,  Emma  and  Michael  contributed 
the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon's  enjoy- 
ment. They  are  about  ten  or  twelve  years 
old,  and  are  all  graduates  of  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  at  Dyker  Heights. 
Brooklyn.  Michael,  a  blind  violinist, 
courageously  played  his  number  and  then 
confided  to  one  of  the  officers  that  hie 
violin  had  lost  a  string.  The  audience, 
however,  was  unaware  of  the  accident 

In  the  morning  there  was  a  business 
session  at  which  appointments  to  commit- 
tees were  made.  They  were: — Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Perkins,  ways  and  means;  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.  C.  Farnuni,  house;  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Bard  well,  fresh  air;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burgess, 
entertainment;  Mr.  Benjamin  B.  Law- 
rence, Mr.  Howard  Hildt,  Dr.  Thomas 
Darlington,  Mr.  John  S.  Whalen  and  Mr. 
John  Sta-nfon,  advisory. 

There  are  twenty-eight  babies  In  the 
home  and  the  society  has  a  waiting  list 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  treasurer 
reported  all  bills  paid  and  a  balance  of 
$12,000  in  bank. 

Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward  will  continue 
as  president  of  the  society  and  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  Alden  as  vice  president. 
The  other  officers  also  will  serve  until  1915. 
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170  J31ifld  Children  on 
Waiting  List  of  Home 

from  the  Sunshine 
Home,  Dylcer  Heights,  sang  and 
id  yesterday  at  the  eighth  annual 
meeting  of  the  International  Sunshine. 
Branch  for  the.  Blind  in  the  Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

In  the  report  read  by  the  secretary 
of  the  home,  Cynthia  Tregear,  it  was 
announced  170  children  are  on  the 
waiting  list.  If  the  Malone  bill,  now 
before  the  Legislature,  is  passed  all 
these  children  will  be  taken  care  of 
by  the  State. 
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Blind    Babies    Eighth    Annual. 

The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind  was  held  at  the  "Waldorf-As- 
toria, Fifth  avenue  and  Thirty-Fourth 
street.  New  York  City,  Saturday.  The 
morning  session  was  devoted  to  the 
annual  reports  of  standing  commit- 
tees and  routine  business  and  a  meet- 
ing of  the   board   of  directors. 

The  following  standing  committees 
were  appointed  for  the  year:  Ways 
and  means  committee,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Perkins,  chairman;  house  committee, 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  chairman; 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell,  Mrs.  Helen 
Lindsay,  Mrs.  Josephine  Lytle,  Mrs. 
William  H.  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine  Birkeley;  fresh  air  committee, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell.  chairman;  en- 
tertainment committee,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Burgess;  advisory  committee,  Mr. 
Howard  Hildt,  Mr.  B.  B.  Lawrence, 
Dr.  Thomas  Darlington,  Hon.  John  S. 
Whalen,  Mr.  John  Stanton;  admission 
committee,   Mrs.   B.   B.   Lawrence. 


The  treasurer's  report  showed  the 
large  Interest  that  is  being  taken  by 
friends  in  the  work  of  caring  for, 
training-  and  educating-  blind  children, 
as  well  as  the  large  work  accomp- 
lished. Her  report  from  January  1st, 
1912,  to  April  1st,  1913,  showed  re- 
ceipts to  be  $30,242.63;  expenditures, 
$15,326.74.  Of  the  large  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  work,  the  ways  and 
means  committee  contributed  $2,555.55 
through  committee  efforts  alone.  Mrs. 
Perkins  and  her  co-workers  are  among 
the  most  devoted  friends  of  the  blind 
babies,  and  stand  ready  to  respond  to 
calls  that  come  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  routine  of  wqrk  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Sunshine  Home  for  BHnd 
Babies,  or  to  help  meet  any  emergency1 
that  arises. 

The  afternoon  session  was  given 
over  largely  to  the  blind  children  who 
had  prepared  an  interesting  program 
for  the  occasion. 

Emma  Kingsland,  who  received  her 
early  training  in  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies  and  where  she  now 
spends  her  holidays,  is  an  accomp' 
lished  pianist,  and  is  still  under  the 
training  of  Mrs.  Augusta  Bosworth, 
who  has  taught  Emma  by  the  same 
methods  used  for  sighted  pupils.  Em- 
ma played  a  march  by  Hugo  Reinhold, 
"The  Little  Coquette"  by  B.  Cecil 
Klein,  "Youth  and  Joy"  by  Ludwig 
Schyette,  and  "Water  Spirits"  by 
Steven   Heller. 

Michael  Lapiotti  is  the  little  blind 
boy  Sunshine  found  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
when  the  Sunshine  work  for  the  blind 
baliies  was  in  its  infancy.  Michael, 
after  a  year  in  the  Sunshine  kinder- 
garten, showed  wonderful  talent  in 
music.  Special  care  was  taken  to  give 
him  instruction  in  pianoforte  and 
violin.  He  wsv  at  the  meeting  on 
Saturday  and  entertained  with  a  violin 
solo,  "In  the  Shadows/'  by  Herman 
Fin-ck;  a  piano  soio,  and  gave  illus- 
trations of  how  the  blind  read  and 
write.  His  Braille  slate  was  a  source 
of  great  interest  to  many  who  were 
not  familiar  with  the  method  of  com- 
munication used  by  the  sightless. 
Michael  is  now  attending  a  public 
school  in  Newark,  where  he  is  living 
with   his  mother. 

Rachel  Aekertas  is  another  little 
Sunshine  murieinn.  She  played  "Song 
Vithoul  Welds.''  by  Chopin.  and 
Military  March"  by  Schumann.  Ra- 
hel  and  Emma  are  graduates  of  the 
linshine  kindergarten  and  are  stu- 
efnts  at  the  New  York  State  School 
>r  the  Blind.  They  were  among  the 
lildren  me    to    the    Sunshine 

ome    in    its    earliest    work    and    have 

■own  up  under  the  Sunshine  care  and 

aining. 


Rachel    sang    the     "Rainbow     Sons" 
id    the    "Sunbeam    Song-,"    acccmpan- 
d    by    Emma    on    the    piano.       Rachel 
so  played  "Opening  of  the  Children's 
arty''   and   "Gavotte"   by  Wagner. 
Mrs.     Cynthia     Westover     Alden,     to 
horn  is  due  the  largest  share  of  work 
1    the    establishment    not    only    of   the 
•yker    Heights    Sunshine     Hpme     for 
tlrnd   Babies,  but  the  great  legislative 
lovement  that  is  sweeping  across  the 
oiintry  in  an  effort  to.  have  each  State 
ake    proper    care     of    its     own     blind 
iabies.  spoke  on   her  work  in  securing 
egislation    in    the    several    States    for 
>lind   babies.      Bills    have   been   passed 
n  behalf  of  the  care,  maintenance  and 
>ducation  of  blind  babies  in  New  York 
:!t'ite.  New  Jersey.  Arizona,  North  and 
South    Dakota.       Bills    are    before    the 
Legislatures     of    a     large     number     of 
Dther  States,  and  in  time,  Sunshine  is 
sure,   through   the   devotion  and  untir- 
ing  efforts   of  this   faithful   worker,   to 
have  the  blind  babies  properly  provid- 
ed   for    in    every    State    so    that    none 
will   be   allowed   to   grow   up  untrained 
and    permitted    to    grow  feeble-minded 
because  of  lack  of  training. 

The  Sunshine  Home  at  Dyker 
Heights,  Brooklyn,  is  the  first  home 
of  the  kind  to  be  established  for  blind 
babies  It  is  a  home,  nursery,  kinder- 
garten and  hospital.  Before  its  estab- 
lishment, a  nursery  for  blind  babies 
had  been  started  in  Connecticut  and 
one  at  Boston,  Mass.,  but  these  nur- 
series, while  doing  excellent  work,  are 
not  giving  babies  that  come  to  them 
kindergarten  training  or  hospital  care. 
The  annual  report  of  the  secretary 
showed  the  progress  of  the  work,  and 
pointed  out  the  large  needs  of  the 
work  in  its  development  as  new  op- 
portunities  for   enlargement   arise. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  singing 
of  "Nearer.  My  God  to  Thee,"  by  all 
present,   Michael  at  the.  piano. 
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SCOUTS  TO   AID   BLIND  BABIES. 

.Mrs.  Cynthia  \VesrT»»MnuliMiU  ,,of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  has  ap- 
pealed to  the  American  Boy  Scouts  in 
behalf  of  the  blind  babies  in  the  United 
States.  The  adjutant  general  of  the 
American  Boy  Scouts  recently  sent  out  an 
order  asking  the  co-operation  of  the 
scoutmasters  throughout  the  country,  an  1 
the  Jewish  boys  of  the  Isidor  Straus  Bat- 


tallon  of  Williamsburg  and  the  Sixth  Bat- 
talion of  the  East  Side  have  shown  spe- 
cial interest.  A  special  day  -will  be  set 
aside  by  the  American  Boy  Scouts  to 
canvass  and  collect  money  toward  help- 
ing the  blind  babies.  In  Mrs.  Alden's 
appeal  she  asks  the  American  Boy  Scouts 
to  do  philanthropic  work  besides  their 
regular   scout   duties. 
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BUNSHINE  WORKERS 
£JJ0LD  CONVENTION 


Wide   Extent   of   Relief  for   the 

Blind,    Babies 

Shown. 


INTERNATIONAL     IN     EXTENT. 


Session  This  Morning,  Reception  Af- 
ternoon   and    Banquet 
This  Evening. 


The  fifteenth  annual  convention  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  opened 
this  morning  in  the  Hotel  Majestic,  Man- 
hattan, with  Mrs.  Boyd  L.  Delbridge, 
president  of  the  Loyal  Auxiliary,  in  the 
chair.  There  were  delegates  present  from 
2,047  branches.  The  convention  was  pre- 
ceded last  night  by  a  reception  to  all 
Sunshiners,  held  at  the  same  hotel.  Tbe 
programme  was  opened  this  morning  with 
the  invocation,  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Walter  A.  A.  Gardner  of  Sea  Girt.  N.  J-, 
chaplain  of  the  society.  He  was  followed 
by  a  welcome  from  the  hostess,  Mrs.  Del- 
bridge,  who  was  responded  to  by  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  the  president 
general.  Mrs.  Alden  gave  a  short  story 
of  the  founding  of  the  society  seventeen 
years  ago  and  explained  that  this  was 
only  the  fifteenth  convention,  because  the 
society   was   not   thought  large   enough   in 


the  beginning  to  have  an  annual  meeting. 

Mrs.  Alden  mentioned  the  fact  that 
more  work  has  been  done  for  the  blind 
department  of  the  society  than  any  other. 
It  was  brought  out  that  Queen  Alexandra 
of  Denmark  and  her  sister  have  joined 
the  International  Sunshine  raDks  anu 
have  adopted  a  plan  for  raising  money 
for    the    blind    babies    of   Denmark. 

Greetings  were  brought  to  the  conven- 
tion from  President  Wilson,  Governor 
Sulzer,  James  N.  Byrne..  Governor  of 
South  Dakota ;  Robert  H.  Gittens  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  United  States 
Senator  Thomas  of  Colorado,  Nixon 
Waterman,  the  poet;  Mrs.  Beatrice  Mans- 
field, the  Boulder  State  University  of 
Colorada  ;  Miss  Fanny  Ames,  from  Iowa, 
who  furnished  the  assembly  room  at 
Westover  Lodge ;  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley 
of  Washington,  the  Rev.  Chesley  E.  Cur- 
tis, in  charge  of  the  work  in  Oregon; 
the  Rev.  Henry  Burton  of  England,  and 
Mi?s  Clara  Butla,  president  of  the  Sun- 
shine Gui-d  of  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 
Other  greetings  came  from  Bombay,  In- 
dia; Hongkong,  Cina ;  Cuba,  Paris  and 
from  a  Brooklyn  woman  visiting  in 
Jerusalem. 

The  afternoon  session  today  was  given 
over  almost  entirely  to  business,  Mrs. 
Theodore  F.  Seward  of  Brooklyn  giving 
the  report  of  the  blind  baby  work.  This 
evening  there  will  be  a  banquet  at  the 
Hotel  Majestic,  with  the  members  of 
the  Loyal  Auxiliary  as  hostesses.  At 
this  dinner  there  will  be  greetings  from 
the  Rev.  Walter  A.  A.  Gardner,  chaplain  ; 
Bishop  James  Henry  Darlington  of  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.:  Rabbi  Joseph  Silverman  of 
the  Temple  Emanuel,  Manhattan;  Thomas 
Darlington,  the  Rev.  John  Haynes  Holmes 
of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  Manhat- 
tan, and  Dr.  St.  Clair  McKelway.  The 
honor  guests  at  the  banquet  will  be: 
John  Alden,  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle;  Julius 
Chambers,  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle;  Mis. 
Julius  Chambers,  Thomas  L.  Cannon,  Mrs. 
William  Churchill,  "Dorothy  Dix."  Even- 
ing Journal.  Mrs.  Haryot  Holt  Dey 
lime.  Jule  De  Ryther,  Evening  Mr.il 
Senator  James  P.  Duhamel,  Mrs.  Jame  = 
P.  Duhamel.  the  Rev.  J.  Garland  Ham- 
ner,  Mrs.  St.  Clair  McKelway,  Mrs.  P 
T.  Luitweiler,  Mrs.  Sarah  W.  McDonald, 
Henry  Rogowski,  Miss  Grace  C.  Strahan, 
District  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Tomorrow  there  will  be  an  all-day 
meeting  at  Westover  Lodge,  Bensonhurst, 
and  the  convention  will  close  on  Satur- 
day with  a  meeting  at  the  Arthur  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Summit, 
X.   J.  ^ 
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WORKERS  FORJLUWWKEET. 

liyt       Society's       Department 
ses  Officers  at  Arthur  Home,    j 

Special  to  The  A'ew  York  Times. 

ST?MMIT.  N.  X,  May  17.-The  fifteenth  ; 
annual    convention    of   the   International  | 
Sunshine    Society,    Department    for    the1 
Blind,    held   here    to-day   at   the   Arthur 
Home  for  the  Blind,  was  largely  attend- 
ed.    Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  Pres- 
ident   General   of   the    society,    presided. 
These  officers  were  elected: 

President,  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward, 
East  Orange,  N.  J. ;  Vice  President,  Miss 
Sara  Easterbrook,  Rahway,  N.  J.;  Sec- 
retary, Miss  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
Brooklyn;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden;  Director,  Miss  Sara  J. 
Churchill,  Montclair,  N.  J.;  Advisor^ 
Council,  X  B.  Greenhut.  Martin  W.  Lit 
tleton,  John  R.  Stanton,  John  Alvii 
Young,  Dr.  Thomas  Dariing,  Johr 
Haynes  Holmes,  all  of  New  York,  an 
David  B.  Mills,  Montclair;  Col.  Charles 
A.  Pickett,  New  Haven,  and  Joseph  A. 
R.  Stud  wall,  Brooklyn;  Auditor,  Lebaron 
Huntington,  New  York;  Accountant.  J. 
R.  Pettis,  Bensonhurst;  Chairman  of 
Emergency  Committee.  Mrs.  J.  ff 
Greenhut.  New  York:  Chairman  Commij 
tee  on  Auxiliaries,  Miss  Nellie  E.  C.  Fu 
nan;  Historian,  Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Case* 

After  the  election  there  was  an  e| 
hibition  by  the  thirty-two  children 
the  house.  A  telegram  was  received  bl 
Mrs.  Alden  announcing  that  the  Gov! 
einor  of  Michigan  had  signed  the  bi\\ 
providing  for  a  home  for  blind  babie 
n  that  State. 


. , 

HanAsdme    Sum  Raised  for  the 

Benefit  of  the  Home  for  the 

Blind  Babies. 


About  $2,500  for  the  benefit  of  th*. 
Sunshine  Homo  for  Blind  Babies,  en 
Dyker  Heights,  was  realized  at  the  car- 
nival given  at  Good  Counsel  Hall.  Madi- 
son street,  last,  night.  Seventy-five 
children,   ranging   in   age  from  3  to  14 


L_ 


years,  members  of  the  Brooklyn  South- 
ern Division  Emergency  Branch  of  the 
Sunshine  Society  acted1  before  an  audi- 
ence of  1,500. 

John  Berger,  director  of  the  Juvenile 
Philharmonic  Association,  with  his 
orchestra  of  very  young  musicians, 
volunteered  their  services  for  the 
evening. 

Among  the  little  players  who  seoivd 
big  hits  were:  Ethel  Viola  Brown  and 
»-horus,  Helen  Goebel.  Myrtle  Wilcox, 
Anna  Murtha,  Olyve  Schenck.  Almira 
Sleuter,  Elsie  Weinberger  and  Adelaide 
GiDgan.  Three-year-old  Ethel  Xie- 
brugge  and  Elbert  Brown  received  an 
ovation  for  their  dainty  toe  dancing-.         a 
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STATES  CARING 

New  York  Took  the   Lead  in  1908 

and  Otliers  Have  Taken  Up 

the  Work. 


rew  societies  can  report  as  much  legis- 
lative work  accomplished  as  t he  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  did  tbi: 
190S  a   law   was   made  in   New   York     City 
providii  nmitment  of  the  .Nw, 

York  City  blind  babies.  On  March  22 
VA2.  an  amendment  was  made  loy  the 
State  Education  law,  providing'  for  the 
placing  of  blind  babies  and  children  by 
the  State  Commissioner  of  Education  in 
certain  institutions  in  the  State  for  proper 
care  and  instruction.  Since  then  Ari- 
zona, Maine.  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania. 
Rhode  Island.  Michigan,  Illinois.  North 
and  South  Dakota.  Minnesota  and  ili( 
State  of  Washington  have  fallen  into  line. 

In     Monroe.     Mich.,     there     is     & 
Sabies'  Home  which  is  affiliated  with  tin 
international       Sunshine      Society.       Tin- 
Rhode   Island    Blind   Babies'    bill    has  jusi 
become  a  law. 


Connecticut    has    a    nursery    for    blind 
battles    at    Farming-ton,    hut    the    State    is 
.oon.ng  into  the  law  and  may  prortde 
State    support.       Xow    the    children   tlv 
are    maintained    by    voluntary       ontwb'u- 
tions  and  Pen  has  just  passed  a 

Blind  Babies'  bill. 

Maryland  provides  for  its  baby  bl 
through  the  Maryland  School  fox 
Blind  at  Baltimore.  The  North  Dakota. 
bill  provides  for  the  blind  babies  in  ttfe 
State  institution  only.  This  is  a  mis- 
take, for  no  institution  for  ihe  older 
blind  can  give  proper  care  to  one  or  ixo 
bliwl  babies. 


BLIND  BABIES  TO  BE 
GIVEN  AN  EDUCA  TION. 


OUTDOOR  KINDERGARTEN  CLASS  V  BLW6ABIE9 


Financial   Provision   Made   in 

This  State  and  Census  to 

Be  Taken. 


Provision  la  now  being  made  tihrough- 
out  the  country  for  the  care,  mainte- 
nance and  education  of  the  baiby  blind. 
Every  State  Is  Interested,  and  a  census 
Is  being  taken  of  the  baby  blind  In  this 
State,  so  the  little  ones  may  be  sent 
to  institutions  provided  for  their  care. 

Through  the  work  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  with  headquar- 
ters at  No.  96  Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  "Westover  Alden,  President- 
General,  nine  States  give  financial  aid 
for  the  care  of  blind  children.  These 
States  are  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Michigan,  New  Jersey,  Arizona,  North 
and  South  Dakota,  Rhode  Island  and 
Maryland.  The  society  (has  founded  two 
Institutions,  one  in  Brooklyn,  to  which 
children  are  committed  through  the 
charity  department,  and  the  other  at 
Summit,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Alden  said  yester- 
day:  , 

"Heretofore  blind  babies  were  not  con- 
sidered eligible  to  any  of  the  State  In- 
stitutions until  they  had  reached  six, 
eight,  ten  and  twelve  years  of  age,  but 
a  child  blind  In  infancy  ..seldom  reached 
that  age  without  becoming  feeble  mind- 
ed. Most  of  the  babies  died  because  of 
lack  of  proper  care  and  training.  I 
maintain  that  we  have  no  right  to  as- 
sume a  child  has  no  brains  because  it  Is 
blind.  The  society  has  proved  that,  if 
proper  care  and  training  are  given,  the 
blind  baby  will  grow  up  into  a  beautiful, 
normal  child,  except  that  it  has  no  eye- 
sight. 

"The  society  took  the  so  called  ldiotr 
and  feeble  minded  from  different  States 
put  them  in  the  institution,  gave  then 
the  best  care  and  training  that  could  h< 
secured  and  has  proved  that  out  of  10 
children  supposed  to  be  beyond  all  help 
only  a  few  failed  to  respond  to  the  train- 
ing, and  they  were  cripples.  It  also  has 
been  discovered  that  the  mortality 
among  blind  babies  is  alarming.  The 
light  hunger  is  greater  than  that  of 
food,  and  blind  babies,  Instead  of  suck- 
ing their  thumbs,  dig  their  little  fingers 
Into  the  eyes  and  rub  for  the  light  that 
never  comes  until  the  eyes  are  injured. 
Often  blood  poisoning  sets  In  and  the 
baby  dies. 

"Neither  love  nor  money  will  save 
a  blind  baby's  mind.  The  mother  that 
hugs  the  baby  closer  and  closer  to  her 
Is  the  greatest  enemy  the  child  can 
have.  Daily  the  mother  will  see  her 
baby  girow  more  and  more  feeble  right 


under  her  eyes.  It  takes  a  graduate 
nurse  to  carry  out  the  doctor's  orders, 
and  it  takes  a  graduate  kindergarcner  to 
train  the  mind.  The  mother  can  nJ 
more  save  her  blind  baby  from  becom- 
ing feeble  In  mind  than  she  can  giva  it 
a  college  education  and  do  her  othet 
duties  at  the  same  time.  If  you  know 
of  a  blind  baby  tell  the  parents  of  this 
institution,  wftere  it  can  be  saved  froj 
growing  up  feeble  in  mind  and  crlgplfc 
physically." 


Pro  \jrlJLe,-^ces  ,   TR,.I.    Vle-ws. 
J-h-ha    SIM-.   \<\  I'd. 

HAVb  YOU  A    «, 

BLIND  BABY? 


Provision  is  now  being  made  by  the 
different  states  for  the  care,  maintenance 
and  education  of  the  baby  blind.  Every 
state  is  interested  and  a  census  is  being 
tciken  of  the  baby  blind  in  this  state  in 
crder  that  these  little  ones  may  be  sent 
to  institutions  now  provided  for  their 
care. 

Through  the  influence  and  earnest  work 
of  the  International  Sunshine  society, 
the  largest  philanthropic  newspaper  club 
in  the  worid,  with  headquarters  at  96 
Fifth  avenue,  New  Tor;;  city,  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  9)den.  president  general, 
nine  states  now  give  special  financial  aid 
for  the  care  of  blind  babies  or  children 
rom   the  day   they   are   blinded. 

These  states  are:  Xevr  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Michigan,  New  Jersey.  Arizona. 
»'orth  and  South  Dakota.  Rhode  Island 
?nd  Maryland,  and  the  bill  is  pending  in 
quite    a    number   of   othe.  states. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society  has 
founded  two  institutions,  one  in  Brook- 
lyn. X.  Y..  where  the  N'ew  York  city 
children  are  committed  through  the  char- 
ity department,  and  the  other  instiution 
is  at  Summit.  N.  J.,  maintained  by  the 
International   Sunshine  Society. 

This  institution  has  opened  its  doors  to 
any  blind  baby  from  any  state  if  the  tui- 
tion of  a  dollar  a  day  can  be  secured 
for  it. 
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Do  yo.iK.know  of  a  Wind  baby?  Then 
kindly  give  the  parents  this  information 
that  they  msy  communicate  immediately 
with  Mrs.  Alden  and  get  all  the  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  education  of  their 
unfortunate  child. 

Heretofore,  blind  babies  were  not  con- 
sidered eligible  to  any  of  the  state  insti- 
tutions until  they  had  reached  six,  eight, 
ten  and  twelve  years  of  age,  but  a  child 
blinded  in  infancy  seldom  reached  that 
age,  without         becoming  feeble- 

mindede.  Most     of     the     babies     died 

because  of  lack  of  proper  care  and  train- 
ing. 

Mrs.  Cythina  YVestover  Alden,  a  news- 
paper writer  and  editor,  is  the  president 
of  this  society,  and  correctly  maintains 
that  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that  a 
child  has   no   brains   because  it   is   blind. 

The  society  has  proven  that  if  proper 
care  and  training  is  given,  the  blind 
baby  will  grow  up  into  a  beautiful  nor- 
mal health-loving  child,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  It  has  no  eyesight. 

The  society  took  the  so-called  idiots  and 
feebie-minded  from  different  states,  put 
them  in  the  institution,  and  gave  them 
the  best  care  and  training  that  could  b<i 
secured,  and  has  proved  the  truth  of 
Mrs.  Alden's  statement,  for  out  of  .100 
children  supposed  to  be  beyond  all  help, 
only  a  few  failed  to  responi  to  the  train- 
ing,  and    they   were  cripples. 

It  has  also  been  discovered  that  the 
mortality  among  blind  babies  is  some- 
thing alarming.  The  light  hunger  is 
greater  than  that  of  food,  and  the  blind 
babies,  Instead  of  sucking  their  thumbs, 
dig  their  little  fingers  into  the  eyes  and 
rub  for  the  light  (that  never  comes),  un- 
til the  eye  is  injured,  and  as  a  result 
often  blood  poisoning  sets  in  and  the 
baby  dies. 

When  the  Summit,  Xew  Jersey  home 
was  opened,  of  the  31  children  on  thn, 
list,  when  the  workers  began  to  pre- 
pare the  home,   only  one  could  be  found. 

Xot  one  of  the  children  now  in  the 
home  were  en  the  list  for  admission 
when    the    institution    opened.  • 

Love  or  money  will  no;  save  a  blind 
baby's  mind. 

The  very  mother  love  that  hugs  the 
taby  claaer  and  closer  to  her  is  the  great- 
est en»my  the  child  can  have.  Daily,  the 
mother  will  see  her  baby  grow  more 
feeble  and  feeble,  right  under  her  eyes. 

It  takes  a  graduate  nurse  to  carry  out 
the  doctor's  orders  as  to  Us  physical  care, 
?nd  it  takes  a  graduate  klndergartner  to 
train  the  mind  that  should  be  trained 
daily,  yet.  hourly. 

The  mother  can  no  more  save  her  blind 
baby  from  becoming  feeble  in  mind  than 
she  can  give  it  a  college  education  and 
do  her  other  duties  at  the  same  time, 
parents  of  this  institution,  where  it  can 
bt-  sent  and  be  saved  from  growing  up 
feeble  in   mind   and   crippled  physically. 


Letters  directed  to  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wegt- 
Pver  Alden.  96  Fifth  avenue,  New  TorK 
city    president  general,  Internatiorxal  fun- 

shine  society,  or  to  Mrs.  Louis  L.  Angell, 
455  Cranston  street,  Providence,  R  l- 
president  of  the  Rhode  Island  «W«M 
the  International  Sunshine  society,  will 
tn  promptly   answered. 


lA/a^slv'iwgtow,  "D-   C,    OV^i 
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Blind  Girl  in  Need 


LITTLE  EVELYN. 


LITTLE  BUND  GIRL 


Evelyn,  Golden-Haired  and  Pret- 
ty, May  Be  Deprived  of  an 
Education. 


She  is  just  a  pretty,  golden  haired  baby 
girl  and  she  has  a  pretty  name,  too— 
Evelyn,  but  despite  all  this  little  Eve- 
lyn is  doomed  forever  to  one  of  the  most 
terrible  of  all  the  afflictions  that  an  un- 
kind fate  thrusts  upon  her  children. 
Little  Evelyn  is  blind,  and  to  add  to 
the  troubles  that  beset  this  golden 
Haired  child,  unless  a  home  is  provided 
for  Evelyn,  she  will  be  deprived  of  the 
education  that  might  make  her  self- 
supporting  in  the  future. 

Just  a  little  care  at  Evelyn's  birth 
would  have  made  all  the  difference  in 
the  world,  the  difference  between  a  life 
of  darkness  with  all  the  beauties  of  the 
world  shut  out  forever,  or  a  life  of 
brightness,    like   other    children. 

But  Evelyn's  mother  did  not  know. 
At  aay  event,  when  she  was  only  ten 
rlayixold,  Evelyn  became  blind  for  life, 
and  to  add  to  the  troubles  that  have 
seemed  to  surround  her,  and  crush  down 
upon  her  from  her  birth,  the  little  girl's 
limbs  are  now  becoming  weaker,  and 
unless  she  can  be  sent  to  the  country, 
where  she  will  receive  fresh  air,  and 
wholesome  food,  and  proper  care — well, 
nobody  just  knows  just  what  may  hap- 
pen. 

So  a  body  of  charitable  women,  mem- 
bers of  the  Washington  branch  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  are 
trying  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  send 
Little  Evelyn  to  an  institution  in  New 
Jersey,  where  blind  children  are  cared 
for  and  educated. 

Mother  Clerks  In  Store. 
Evelyn's  mother  is  a  clerk  in  a  de- 
partment store.  There  is  only  an  aged 
grandmother,  who  stays  at  home,  and 
who  is  also  supported  by  Evelyn's 
mother,  to  care  for  Little  Evelyn,  and 
the  grandmother  is  none  too  strong. 
So  the  women  of  the  Sunshine  Society, 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Knight,  president;  Mrs.  E. 
Walbridge,  Mrs.  R.  McKahn,  Mrs.  Will- 
iam G.  Andrews.  Mrs.  Sanford  Taylor, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Peckham,  Mrs.  Shelton,  of 
the  W.  C.  T.  U. ;  and  Mrs.  Henry  L. 
Mann,  who  comprise  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  society,   have  undertaken 


the  task  of  raising  $300,  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  send  the  little  girl  to  the  institu- 
tion. 

Since  the  attention  of  the  women  of 
the  Sunshine  Society  has  been  directed 
to  the  case  of  Evelyn,  they  have  done 
what  they  could  with  the  limited  means 
at  their  command  to  educate  the  little 
girl  and  make  her  life  less  unhappy. 
A  kindergarten  teacher  has  been  em- 
ployed, who  has  given  her  lessons. 
Now  she  knows  how  to  use  her  hands, 
which  formerly  were  almost  useless, 
she  can  fold  her  little  dresses  and  petti- 
coats neatly,  can  string  the  brightly 
colored  beads,  can  thread  her  needle, 
and  can  even  take  stitches  through  per- 
forated cardboard.  She  has  been  taught 
that  apples  are  round,  and  can  tell  the 
difference  between  round  and  square 
objects.  The  little  girl  has  a  bright  and 
unusually  active  mind,  but  until  quite 
recently  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
educate  her. 

Hope  For  Aid  For  Her. 

It  Is  the  hope  of  the  society  that  some 
charitably  disposed  individuals  or  or- 
ganizations, learlng  of  this  most  worthy 
and  exigent  case,  will  contribute  toward 
the  sum  necessary  to.  send  the  little  girl 
to  this  school,  where  she  will  be  cared 
for  and  instructed  along  lines  that  will 
make  her  self-supporting  by  the  time 
she  reaches  womanhood. 

Mrs.  Knight,  president  of  the  Wash- 
ington branch  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  whose  address  is  1741 
North  Capitol  street,  will  thankfully  re- 
ceive any  donations  intended  for  little 
Evelyn,  or  will  give  further  information 
regarding  her. 


STILL  LACKS  $180 

. 

Benefit  For  Evelyn  Will  Be  Given 
Tonight  at  Open-Air  Movin 
Picture  Park. 


Contributions    to    the    fund    for    tt 
blind    child    Evelyn    have   not   come 


THE  MONTH'S  MISCELLANY. 


Mrs.  Woodrow  Wilson,  wife  of  the  President,  has  been  asked  by  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society  to  design  a  special  coin  or  medal  for  new-born 
babies.  Proceeds  of  the  sale  of  these  coins  would  be  used  to  help  support  and 
educate  all  of  the  blind  babies  in  the  United  States.  The  idea  originated  with 
Queen  Alexandra  and  her  sister,  Empress  Marie,  who  designed  a  baby  coin  for 
children  in  Denmark.  The  bit  of  copper,  which  is  worth  intrinsically  only  half 
a  cent,  is  coined  in  the  royal  mint.  Both  the  designers  are  members  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  and  are  interested  in  raising  money  for  the 
blind  babies  of  Denmark.  One  of  the  first  coins  minted  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  Alden,  president  general  of  the  International  Sunshine  Society. 
On  one  side  of  the  Danish  baby  coin  is  the  head  of  Queen  Alexandra,  and  on 
the  reverse  is  the  word  meaning  "luck,"  with  the  flower  of  the  society  and  a 
star  signifying  that  a  child  is  born.  There  is  no  set  price  for  the  coins,  but 
each  mother  is  invited  to  contribute  as  much  money  as  she  can  to  the  blind 
baby  fund,  in  return  receiving  the  royal  medal. 


rapidly  as  was  hoped.    There  is  still 

uite  a  sum,  $1S0  to  be  exact,  needed  to 
complete  the  fund  which  Is  to  send  the 
little  gir!  away  to  the  New  Jersey  in- 
stitution for  the  blind. 

Evelyn  is  not  well,  and  it  was  hoped 
she  could  be  sent  away  during  the  hot 
weather. 

H.  M.  Crandall,  proprietor  of  the  open- 
alf  moving  picture  park  at  the  corner 
of  North  Capitol  street  ana  New  York 
avenue,  will  give  a  benefit  evening  for 
the  child  tonight,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Sunshine  Society.  Ice  cream  will  be 
on  sale,  the  proceeds  of  which  go  to  the 
fund  also.  In  case  of  rain  tonight  the 
benefit  will  be:  given  another  night  this 
week. 

Contributions  of  any  amount  win  be 
received  either  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Knight,  1741  North  Capitol  street,  or  at 
The  Times  offices. 

One  dbllar  was  given  in  at  The  Times 
offices  the  other  day  by  a  little  girl, 
Anna  V.  Houser,  to  be  used  for  the 
other  little,  girl.  / 


JwLv/  2^0  ,,   'q  I3>. 

line  More  StMes  Provide 
7pr  Poor  ffi&l  Children 

,  /H^^-LY    one    blind   baby    is   a    State 

I      |       charge   in    South    Dakota,'- and 

^»— '       it  finally  is  to  be  turned- _.o.yer 

to    the   care    of   and    education   by-ith'e 

International    Sunshine    Society.      The 

State  will  pay   the   tuition   fee   of   $1   a 

day.  This  disposes  of  the  question  that 

has  been  asked  of  South  Dakota  for  the 

last     three  .  years,     according     to    Mrs. 

Cynthia     Westover     Alden,     president 

general, .  who   reported  at   the  'meeting 

of   the    council   last   Monday. 

Mrs.   Alden   also   informed    the   gath- 
ering   that  'nine.  .States    in    thefvlast 

eighteen  months  have  made  provision 
for ; the  maintenance  and  educations ofi 
their  baby  blind. 

There  are  twenty-five  children  in  the 
Brooklyn   Home  for   Blind  Babies   and 


forty  irOtheV'Arthur  Home,  Summit,  N.. 
J.,  where  a  summer  school  and  kinder- 
garten, .is  .being  conducted  by  graduate 
kind er'i^f ten  teachers.  The  headquar- 
ters ai  iety  are  at  No.  96  Fifth 
avenue,  Mew  York  city,  and  the  so- 
ciety is  the  largest  .philanthropic  news- 
paper society,  in'ithe.world. 
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HE  FOR  TREATMENT 


South  Dakota  Provides  for  the 

Care    of    Little    One 

and  Mother. 


Mrs.  Cynthia  "Westover  Alden,  Presi- 
dent-General of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  began  agitating  three 
years  ago  the  Question,  "What  Is  South 
Dakota  going  to  do  with  Wilma  Lee- 
dom,  the  little  blind  baby  girl  that  has 
been  reported  'by  members  in  that 
State?" 

In  some  States  provision  had  been 
made  for  blind  children  of  school  age. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  a  law  was  in- 
troduced in  South  Dakota  providing  for 
blind  babies  at  the  rate  of  a  $1  a  day. 
and  it  was  signed  a  short  time  ago  by 
Gov.  Frank  M.  Byrne,  although  the 
legislation  in  behalf  of  blind  babies  had 
been  started  under  Gov.  R.  S.  VeBsey. 

Gov.  Byrne,  Attorney-General  Royal 
C.  Johnson  and  Senators  Law  and  Bar- 
tine  have  arranged  that  little  Wllma 
shall  start  thla  week  for  New  York. 
She  will  Join  the  blind  babies  at  Dyker 
Heights,   this   borough. 

Miss    Harriet    Dewey,    President    of_ 
the  Sunshine  Branch  of  Lead,  S.  Dak., 
pas  raised  |112   for  the   child's   trip  to 
Brooklyn   and   to    help   place   the   little 
[ne's    mother,    who    is    dying   of    con- 

imption,  in  a  hospital. 
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NG  TO  BROOKLYN 
FROM  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Tuition  for  a  blind  child  in  this  in- 
(itution  at  Dyker  Heights,  which  is 
home,  a  nursery,  a  hospital  and  a 
idergarten,  costs  $1  a  day — $2  If  the 
lid  must  have  a  special  nurse  and  a 
ivate  teacher.  Children  may  come 
any  State  to  the  institution, 
filch  is  maintained  <by  the  Interna- 
^nal   Sunshine.   Society.  ;    ~ 


"U/^stvuwqc-Cow.   ""D-   C!.,    THuvw&-S 
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IS  INCREASING  FUST 

Hoped  That    the  $300  Mark 

Needed  for    Education   of 

^   Child  Is  Reached  Tomorrow. 

C-~ 

By  tomorrow  night  it  is  hoped  that 
the  entire  sum  of  $300,  which  The  Times, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Washington 
branch  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  is  raising  for  the  education  of 
the  little  blind  child,  Evelyn,  will  have 
been  raised. 

,  With  the  proceeds  of  the  two  motion 
■  picture  shows  today,  contributed  Ly 
Mesdames  Braham  and  Cohen,  and  of 
the  lawn  party  at  Lincoln  Park  tomor- 
row night,  those  in  charge  of  the  fund 
confidently  hope  that  the  entire  sum 
will  be  forthcoming. 

The  Times  was  this  morning  in  receipt 
of  fll.25,  together  with  the  following  let- 
ter, which  is  self-explanatory: 
"The  Washington  Times: 

"Inclosed  find  $11.25  for  little  Evelyn's 
fund,  which  has  been  collected  by  the 
friends  and  patrons  of  'Pap'  Sanford's 
cigar  store,  where  your  valuable  paper, 
The  Times,  can  be  bought.  Wishing 
The  Times  great  success  for  the  good 
It  does  where  help  is  needed,  I  am 
"Respectfully, 
"GEORGE  SANFOREK 

"1003  H  street  northeast." 

Tomorrow  evening's  lawn  party,  the 
entire  proceeds  of  which  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  fund  that  is  being  raised  for 
the  little  girl's  education,  will  be  held 
on  the  grounds  immediately  opposite 
the  bandstand  in  Lincoln  Park.  It  will 
follow  the  band  concert  which  is  to  be 
given  earlier  in  the  evening.  A  large 
number  of  contributions  have  been  re- 
ceived for  this  event,  including  prize 
cakes  donated  by  J.  Louis  Freund,  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Greer,  and  Mrs.  McCahan.  In 
each  of  these  cakes  have  been  baked 
a  coin,  a  ring,  and  a  thimble,  which 
foretells  the  fate  of  the  young  womar 
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fortunate  enough  to  find  any  one  o 
these  articles  In  her  slice  of  cake 
There  will  be  ice-cream  In  plenty,  an* 
a  number  of  attractive  girls  have  volur 
teered  their  services  as  -waitresses.  Ac 
mission  to  the  lawn  fete  ftlH  be  fre 
and  refreshments  will  be  sold  at  reaso; 
able  prices.  ^jp 
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FOUR  LITTLE  MLS 


Maryland  Children  Send  $3.40 
to  Boost  Education  Sub- 
scriptions. 


Pour  bright  little  girls,  with  eight 
perfectly  good  eyes,  bent  over  a  letter 
tli  an  was  received  at  The  Times  office 
this  morning,  containing  $3.40  for  the 
little  blind  girl,  Evelyn,  for  whom  a 
subscription  is  being  collected  in  order 
that  the  child  may  receive  an  educa- 
tion. Four  Jittle  girls  of  Springfield, 
Mr};,  wrote  the  letter,  which  was  as 
follows: 
"The  Washington  Times: 

"Gentlemen— We  are  four  little  girls 
in  ihe  country  who  have  heard  about 
little  Evelyn,  the  blind  girl.  We  wanted, 
to  help  her,  and  so  we  worked  real 
hard  making  candy  and  lemonade  and 
other  things  to  sell.  Then  we  made 
little  booths,  and  had  all  the  people 
come  and  buy  from  us.  We  got  $3.40, 
which  we  are  sending  to  you  for  little 
Evelyn.  The  people  told  us  you  would 
print  our  letter  in  your  paper,  so  we 
are  going  to  be  sure  and  look  all  through 
The  Times  tomorrow  for  it.  From  four 
little  girls, 

"CAROLINE  H.  GRIFFIN,  Aged  9.     ' 

"EL.EANORE  D.  GRIFFIN,  Aged  8. 

"FRANCES  F.  GRIFFIN,  Aged  6. 

"MARY  A.  DODGE,  Aged  11." 

Added  to  the  amount  sent  by  these- 
wllinjr  little  workers  was  a  contributior 


of  J6:56  from  the  employes  of  the  en- 
graving division  of  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  and  $5  from  Mra 
Henry  S.  Casey,  of  1211  Sixth  street 
northwest,  making  a  total  0t  J14.95  which 
has  been  received  since  last  Saturday, 
when  the  sum  already  collected  amount- 
ed to  a  little  over  $250. 

The  Times,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Washington  branch  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  is  endeavoring  to 
raise  the  sum  of  1350  which  will  be 
necessary  to  place  Evelyn  m  an  educa- 
tional institution  In  New  Jersey,  where 
she  will  be  trained  to  become  self- 
Bupporting. 
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BLIND  CHILDREN  THE  GUESTS. 


Six      hundred 


Six  Hundred  Spend  a  Day  at  Steeple- 
chase. 

little  blind  children 
visited  Coney  Island  yesterday  and 
spent  the  day  at  Steeplechase  Park  as 
quests  of  George  C.  Tilyou,  who  met 
them  when  they  arrived  and  bade  them 
welcome  in  a  short  speech  in  which  he 
said  it  was  a  pleasant  duty  for  him  to 
be   their   host. 

Walter  Cleary,  Mr.  Tilyou's  secre- 
tary, then  took  charge  of  the  party  and 
escorted  them  around  the  park.  The 
children  were  especially  delighted  with 
the  automobile  ride  around  the  park, 
the  minature  railway  and  the  various 
slides  and  coasts  on  which  extra  prdf 
i  autions  were  taken  to  see  that  the* 
were   safe. 

'1  see"  was  the  frequent  response  of 
fhe  little  ones  to  Mr.  Cleary's  explan- 
ations   of    the    various    attractions. 

After  visiting  the  various  amusements 
the  children  and  adults  were  taken  to 
the  beach,  where  a  beautiful  meal  was 
enjoyed. 


II   n-u  La-cLs-  1/pU-  toL 


"R 


evuvu,,     X-f«.- 


3  e,[yte->^bg,r    l°l«   i  c\  i  ~ 


*y  w*"  * 


Help  for  ihe 
BlindJJabks 


Provision  is  now  being  made 
by  the  different  States  for  the 
care,  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  the  baby  blind.  Every 
State  is  interested  and  a  cen- 
sus is  being  taken  of  the  blind 
infants  in  this  State  in  order 
that  these  little  ones  may  be  sent  to  institutions  now  provided 
for  their  care. 

Through  the  influence  and  earnest  work  or  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  the  largest  philanthropic  newspaper  club  in  the 
world,  with  headquarters  at  No.  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president-general,  ten  States  now  give 
SPECIAL  FINANCIAL  AID  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  BLIND  BABIES 
Dr  children  from  the  day  they  are  blinded. 

These  States  are:  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Arizona,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Michigan,  Rhode  Island, 
Maryland  and  Maine,  and  the  bill  is  pending  in  quite  a  number 
»f  others  States. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society  has  founded  two  institu- 
tions, one  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  the  New  York  City  children 
are  committed  through  the  charity  department,  and  the  other  in- 
stitution is  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  maintained  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  This  institution  has  opened  its  doors  to  any 
blind  baby  from  any  State  if  the  tuition  of  $1  a  day  can  be 
secured.    Private  pupils  with  special  nurse,  $730  a  year. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  OF  A  BLIND  BABY  ?  Then  kindly  give  the 
>arents  this  information  that  they  may  communicate  immediatly 
vith  Mrs.  Alden  and  get  the  information  relative  to  the  educatiou 
if  their  unfortunate  child. 

Heretofore,  blind  babies  were  not  considered  eligible  to  anj 
>f  the  State  institutions  until  they  had  reached  six,  eight,  ter 
ind  twelve  years  of  age,  but  a  child  blinded  in  infancy  seldon 
cached  that  age  without  becoming  FEEBLE-MINDED.  Most  oJ 
he  babies  died  because  of  lack  of  proper  care  and  training. . 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  a  newspaper  writer  and  editor. 
5  President  of  this  society,  and  correctly  maintains  that  WE 
IAVE  NO  RIGHT  TO  ASSUME  THAT  A  CHILD  HAS  NO 
JRAINS  BECAUSE  IT  IS  BLIND.  The  society  has  proven  that 
f  proper  care  and  training  are  given,  the  blind  jiaby  will  grow  up 
nto  A  BEAUTIFUL,  NORMAL,  HEALTH-LOVING  CHILD,  with 
he  exception  that  it  has  no  eyesight. 


The  society  took  the  so-called  idiots  and  feeble-minded  from 
different  States,  put  them  in  the  institution  and  gave  them  the 
best  care  and  training  that  could  be  secured,  and  has  proved  the 
truth  of  Mrs.  Alden's  statement,  for  out  of  ioo  children  supposed 
to  be  beyond  all  help,  ONLY  A  FEW  FAILED  TO  RESPOND  TO 
THE  TRAINING,  and  they  were  cripples. 

It  has  also  been  discovered  that  the  mortality  among  blind 
babies  is  SOMETHING  ALARMING.  The  light  hunger  is  greater 
than  that  of  food,  and  the  blind  babies,  instead  of  sucking  their 
thumbs,  dig  their  little  fingers  into  the  eyes  and  rub  for  the  light 
(that  never  comes)  until  the  eye  is  injured,  and  as  a  result  often 
BLOOD  POISONING  SETS  IN  AND  THE  BABY  DIES. 

When  the  Summit,  N.  J.,  home  was  opened,  of  the  thirty-one 
children  on  the  list,  when  the  workers  began  to  prepare  the  home, 
only  one  could  be  found. 

Not  one  of  the  children  now  in  the  home  were  on  the  list  for 
admission  when  the  institution  opened. 

LOVE  OR  MONEY  WILL  NOT  SAVE  A  BLIND  BABY'S 
MIND.  The  very  mother  love  that  hugs  the  baby  closer  and 
closer  to  her  is  the  greatest  enemy  the  child  can  have.  Daily, 
the  mother  will  see  her  baby  grow  more  feeble  right  under  her 

eyes. 

It  takes  a  graduate  nurse  to  carry  out  the  doctor  s  orders,  as 
to  its  physical  care,  and  it  takes  a  graduate  kindergartner  to  train 
the  mind  that  should  be  trained  daily,  yes,  hourly. 

The  mother  can  no  more  save  her  blind  baby  from  becoming 
crippled  in  body  and  feeble  in  mind  than  she  can  give  it  a  college 
education  and  perform  her  other  duties  at  the  same  time. 

IF  YOU  KNOW  OF  A  BLIND  BABY,  tell  the  parents  about 
this  institution,  where  it  can  be  sent  and  be  saved  from  growing 
up  feeble  in  mind  and  crippled  physically. 

Letters  directed  to  Mrs,  Cynthia  WestovefAlden,  No.  96  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  City,  President-General  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  will  be  promptly  answered. 
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Plan    to    Raise    Money    for 

Youngsters  Who  Have  Not 

Their  Advantages. 


TThe  Pansy  Branch  of  Juniors  of 
Brooklyn  is  the  latest  society  of  chil- 
dren to  organize  ifor  good  cheer  work. 
This   hand    of  hoys   and   girls    is    made 


7LDREN  BANDED  TO 
AID  LESS  FORTUNATE. 


up  of   .residents    of  the  (Prospect   Park 

South    section     of     Fla'tbush.       Miriam 

,  Johnson    of    No.    494    CRiugby    road    is 

President  and  Anna   Barry  of  No,    iffl 

E^by  road  is  Treasurer. 
he  executive  board  is  .composed  of 
Edward  Chapman,  Chairman;  Oar-roll. 
Johnson,  Walter  Barry,  Hazel  Adams, 
Ruth  (Hurley,  Jieararette  Harley,  'Mrs. 
Epbralm  IM.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Thomas 
-Barry  and  IMr.    and   Mrs.  John   UdalL 

Surrounded  by  every  luxury,  these 
children  have  not  grown  (selfish,  but 
are  both  anxious  and  willing  to  lend 
their  efforts  to  Ihelp  and  share  their 
spending  money  with  less  fortunate 
children   of   their   own  ages. 

A  short  time  ago  they  gave  a  garden 
party  at  which  $33  was  raised.  This 
money  was  turned  over  to  the  Dyker 
Heights  Blihrtfffeabies  Home.  A  medi-. 
cine  .cabinet,  medicine  hammocks,  baby 
rattles  and  playthings  for  the  play- 
grounds were  bought.  Encouraged  by 
the  success  of  thear  first  venture,  the 
youngsters  banded  together  and  formed 
their  club.  They  will  give  fairs,  parties 
and  musicals  during  the  coaling  winter, 
for  the  blind  babies. 

The   first   of   their    works    of    charity 
will  be  a  fair  which  they  will  hold  the 
latter   part   of    this    month.     Plans 
now    being    made    with   all    earnestni 
and   the    "Pansies"    are   in   hope    of 
curing  over  one  hundred  dollars. 
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CARE  FOR  BLIUP  BABIES. 

Sunshine  Society  of  This  Town  is  Will- 
ing to  Help. 

The  Seotield  Sunshine  Society  of  this 
city  is  getting  into  line  with  the  na- 
tional organization,  regarding  the  care  of 
the  baby  blind.  Provision  is  now  being 
made  by  different  States  for  the  care, 
maintenance  and  education  of  the  baby 
blind.  Every  State  is  interested,  and  a 
census  is  being  taken  of  the  baby  blind 
in  this  State,  in  order  that  these  little 
ones  may  be  sent  to  institutions  pro- 
vided for  their  care.  Through  the-  influ- 
ence and  earnest  work  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  nine  States  give 
special  financial  aid  for  the  care  of  blind 
babies  or  children  from  the  day  they  are 
bliitded.  These  States  are  New  York, 
New  .Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Arizona, 
North   and    South        Dakota,      Michigan, 


Till! 


Rhode  Island  and  Maryland,  and  the  bill 
is  pending  in  a  number  of  other  States. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
has  founded  two  institutions,  one  in 
Brooklyn,  where  New  York  city  children 
are  committed  through  the  charity  de- 
partment, and  the  other  at  Summit,  N. 
J.,  maintained  by  the  International  So- 
ciety. This  institution  at  Summit  has 
opened  its  doors  to  any  blind  baby  from 
any  State  if  the  tuition  of  a  dollar  a 
day  can  be  secured. 

If  you  know  of  a  blind  baby,  tell  the 
parents  of  such  a  child  of  this  institu- 
tion at  Summit,  N.  J.,  where  it  can  be 
sent  and  be  saved  from  growing  up  fee- 
ble in  mind  and  crippled  mentally.  Any 
inquiries  regarding  this  may  be  address- 
ed directly  to  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wcstover 
Alden,  President-General  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  96  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, New  York,  or  to  Mrs.  E.  V.  Alex- 
ander, 2-il)  Atlantic  Street,  Stamford,  of 
the  local  society.  All  communications 
will  be  promptly   1 1    111 llm ■■■■■■■W ■■■—■ nil 
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FAR  FOR  EDUCATION 


iOne  Hails  from  North  Dakota 

and  the  Other  from  the 

Old  Bay  State. 


When  a  train  from  Springfield,  Mass., 
arrived  yesterday  at  the  Grand  Central 
Station  the  most  interesting  passenger 
was  a  blind  baby,  Kenneth  Morse,  sent 
by  Gov.  William  T.  Haines  of  Maine  to 
the  International  Sunshine  Society,  the 
largest  philanthropic  newspaper  club  in 
the  world.  This  society  has  established 
Institutions  in  the  United  States  for  the 
care  of  blind  babies. 

Another  blind  baby  boy,  Reginald 
Schues«ler.  arrived  yesterday  in  Hobo- 
4en  from  North  Dakota.     He  is  the  first 


REGINALD  SGWUESSLER. 


p  take  advantage  of  the  new  hill  lust 
signed  by  Gov.  L.  B.  Ha  una,  providing 
lOr  the  blind  babies  of  North  Dakota. 

Each  of  the  youngsters  Is  two  and  a 
half  years  old. 

Until  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety had  laws  enacted  for  blind  babies 
such  had  to  struggle  along  as  best  they 
could.  Now  ten  States  pay  for  the  tui- 
tion of  their  blind  babies.  Maine  and 
North  Dakota  provided  in  their  bills  for 
the  transportation  of  little  ones  to  and 
from  school. 

There  are  two  homes,  one  at  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  avenue,  ihis 
borough,    and   the   other   on    Pine   Grove 


u 


avenue,  Summit,  N.  J.  Forty  little  ones 
have  been  registered  and  there  is  room 
for  as  many  more. 

Gov.  Tener  of  Pennsylvania  has  just 
signed  a  bill  appropriating  $5,000  for  the 
sending  of  ten  babies  to  the  Arthur^ 
Home.  jm 
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-    Activities  in   Sunshine  Circles. 

It  has  be_en  a  long  .Ajme  since  the 
Dyker  Heights  Home  has  enjoyed 
such  a  gala  day  as  was  given  the  chil- 
dren on  Friday  afternoon  last  and 
during  the  early  evening  hours  that 
preceded  their  bedtime.  Of  course, 
they  expected  a  treat  of  apples  and 
candy  for  Hallowe'en,  but  some  good 
fairies  visited  the  Home  and  brought 
not  only  good  things  to  eat,  but  gave 
the  children  the  finest  party  they  have 
enjoyed  for  a  long  time.  There  were 
all  sorts  of  surprises.  First  there  were 
a  lot  of  the  public  school  friends  of 
the  children  who  attend  Public  School 
No.  127,  and  some  of  the  mothers 
came  to  see  the  fun.  After  It  was  all 
over,  these  mothers  said  they  never 
dreamed  blind  children  could  be  so 
happy  and  do  so  many  things  that 
sighted    children   do. 

There  was  a  pumpkin  hunt,  duck- 
ing for  apples,  dancing  and  a  visit 
from  "tall  Jane,"  the  mysterious  friend 
who  comes  once  a  year.  This  time 
her  basket  contained  a  horn  for  each 
child  and  a  souvenir  pumpkin  filled 
with  candy. 

Tables  were  spread  in  the  kinder- 
garten where  refreshments  were  serv- 
ed, and  later  a  fine  dinner  was  served 
to  all.  In  talking  it  over  after  the 
little  school  friends  had  gone  home 
with  their  mothers,  the  superintendent 
said  it  was  difficult  to  tell  whether 
the  children  or  the  home  staff  of 
nurses  and  helpers  enjoyed  the  occa- 
sion the  more.  Such  tooting  of  horns 
and  peals  of  merry  laughter  have  not 
been  heard  at  Dyker  Heights  in  the 
history  of  the  Home.  Every  one  was 
so  happy  that  there  has  come  a  re- 
quest that  such  parties  be  given  the 
children   more   frequently. 

Then  on  Saturday  the  parents  and 
guardians  came  to  the  Home  to  take 
the  children  for  their  monthly  visit 
to  their  own  homes.  This  is  a  special 
treat  each  month  that  the  children 
look  forward  to  with  pleasure,  and 
their  parents  enjoy  it  even  more  than 
the   children.     With   this    visit  coming 


at    the    close    of    the    party,    the    week 
lie 


is   a   memorable   one   in    th 
our  blind  babies. 


minds    of 
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BOOKS FODND WRONG 

IN  SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 
ty  — — 

One    Accountant    Says    Errors 
Favored  Mrs.  A!den  and  An- 
other  Denies   This. 


EVEN  FRAUD  IS  MENTIONE! 


$25,000  Interest  In  Mortgage  Cred- 
ited to  Society  Head  for  Moneys 
Advanced  by  Her  In  Last  13  Years. 


In  the  course  of  a  heated  hearing  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  in  the  United  Charities  Build- 
ing, Twenty-second  Street  and  Fourth 
Avenue,  yesterday  afternoon  It  was  re- 
ported by  a  representative  of  Suf f ern  & 
Son,  public  accountants,  of  1-19  Broad- 
way, that  the  books  of  the  Internatlon 
Sunshine  Society,  at  the  head  of  whic 
is  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Aide*  h; 
been  so  badly  kept  that  an  alleged  In 
debtednees  of  $25,000,  said  to  be  due 
Mrs.  Alden,  could  not  be  entirely  ac- 
counted for. 

The  accountants  also  reported  that  th 
record  of  receipts  and  contributions  w: 
so  faulty  that  It  was  not  possible  either 
to  verify  their  accuracy  or  completeness; 
that  specific  funds  had  not  always  been 
used    for    the    purpose    for    which    they 
were  obtained ;  that  other  funds  in   the 
nature  of  endowments  had  been  used  t 
buy  a  mortgage,  and  that  subsequent 
Mrs.    Alden   and   other   well-known    W 
men  had  been  assigned  an  Interest  In  thi 
mortgage ;  that  assets  had  been  acquire 
and  obligations  liquidated  by  the  Branc 
for  the  Blind  without  the  assets  or  11 
bilities    tfetaM^xecorded    on    the    books 
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nd  finally  thatTHfe  account  of  Mrs.  Al- 
den on  the  books,  for  which  she  re- 
ceived a  $25,000  participation  in  the 
mortgage  referred  to,  appeared  to  be  in- 
correct and  excessive,  so  far  as  the 
books  showed  on  their  face. 

That,  in  brief,  was  the  substance  of 
the  report  that  Mrs.  Alden,  in  an  ex- 
amination that  lasted  for  more  than 
three  hours,  was  called  upon  to  explain. 
Mrs.  Alden  denied  specifically  that  any 
?25,000  interest  in  the  mortgage  had 
been  assigned  to  her  as  yet,  but  said 
that  if  such  an  interest  were  assigned 
to  her  it  would  not  reimburse  her  for 
the  money  she  had  paid  out  of  her  own 

fiocket  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
he  society.  She  said  that  not  one  dol- 
lar of  the  society's  money  ever  had 
been  expended  for  any  purpose  other 
than  that  for  which  it  had  been  origin- 
ally intended. 

When  Mr.  Suffern,  at  the  close  of  the 
hearing,  approached  Mrs.  Alden  and 
told  her  he  was  sorry  that  he  was 
called  upon  to  testify  as  he  had  done, 
Mrs.  Alden  told  him  that  she  did  not 
care  to  have  any  apology  from  him. 
God,  in  His  time,  she  said,  would  attend 
to  Mr.  Suffern,  as  in  the  end  his  testi- 
mony might  result  in  turning  out  of 
a  good  home  more  than  seventy  blind 
children,  most  of  them  babies. 

Women    For    Mrs.    Alden, 

Despite  the  fact  that  only  forty-eight 
hours  elapsed  between  the  announce- 
ment of  the  hearing  and  the  bearing 
Itself  the  room  in  which  it  was  held 
was  Jammed  to  capacity  when  State 
Charities  Commissioner  William  R. 
Stewart  called  it  to  order.  The  other 
members  of  the  committee  from  the 
State  Board  were  Herman  Ridder,  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Kevin,  and  Robert  W.  Heb- 
berd.  George  W.Hurd  of  the  law  firm 
of  Greene,  Hurd  &  Stowell,  and  Ernest 
Suffern  of  the  accounting  firm  ap- 
i  against  Mrs.  Alden  and  those 
associated  with  her  in  the  management, 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
while  Frank  Broaker,  public  account- 
ant of  46  West  Twenty-fourth  Street. 
appeared  for  the  society.  With  Mr. 
Broaker  were  Dr.  Thomas  Darlington, 
the  defeated  Tammany  candidate  for 
Borough  President,  and  ex-Commis- 
sioner of  Charities  John  W.  Keller,  both 
of  whom  are  members  of  the  society's 
advisory  council.  With  Mrs.  Alden,  and 
indicating  at  every  opportunity  their 
entire  sympathy  with  her*  were  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Greenhut,  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Se- 
ward, Mrs.  Edwin  Knowles,  Mrs.  Nellie 
E.  C.  Furman,  Mrs.  Agnes  Schull- 
Gramm,  Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey,  and 
Mrs.   Royal  Gage. 

Whenever  any  development  in  the 
hearing  appeared  to  be  In  Mrs.  Alden's 
favor  her  friends  clapped  their  hands 
and  shouted  their  approval  and  at  one 
time  whrn  in  answer  to  a  question  Mr. 
Suffern  said  that  in  his  opinion  the 
books  had  been  wilfully  altered  for  the 
benefit  of  Mrs.  Alden  the  women  rose 
as  one  and  cried:   "  Shame!  "  Shame!  " 

Mrs.  Alden  was  questioned  by  Mr. 
Hurd.     It   was  quickly  evident   that  the 


two  firms  of  accountants,  who  had  been 
working  on  the  society's  books  had 
reached  widely  different  conclusions, 
one  being  against  the  society,  and  the 
other   in   its  favor 

Mrs  Alden  said  that  the  society  had 
no  endowment  and  trrat  the  branch  for 
the  blind  on  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn, 
was  an  incorporated  institution  Inde- 
pendent on  the  older  society,  of  which 
she  said  she  was  the  founder  and  the 
present  head.  She  said  that  the  Sun- 
shine Society  in  the  course  of  its  thir- 
teen years  of  existence  had  raised  up- 
ward of  $200,000,  that  it  had  branches 
in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  that 
among  its  chief  activities  at  the  present 
time  was  the  care  and  education  of  the 
blind  infants  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Sunshine  Pnrchaae. 

Mr.  Hurd  took  up  the  purchase  by  the 
Sunshine  Society  of  the  property  of  the 
defunct  Bensonhurst  Sanatorium  Com- 
pany, at  Cropsey  and  Twenty-third 
Avenues,  Brooklyn.  This  is  now  known 
as  the  Sanitarium  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  This  property,  Mrs. 
Alden  said,  was  worth  about  SSO.000, 
and  it  was  in  its  purchase  that  the  mort- 
gage for  530,000  was  taken  up  by  the 
society,  and,  according  to  Suffern  &  Co., 
Mrs.  Alden  now  participates  in  that 
mortgage  to  the  extent  of  $25,000  for 
money  advanced  by  her,  whereas  they 
contend  the  books  show  that  she  did 
not  advance  more  than  $21,000. 

*'  Do  you  own  $25,000  in  that  mort- 
gage? "    asked    Mr.    Hurd. 

'rI  do  not  know  the  exact  amount," 
Mrs.    Alden  replied. 

Mr.  Hurd  then  took  up  in  succession 
several  legacies  to  the  society,  known 
on  the  books  as  the  Paul,  the  Dun,  the 
Bushnell,  and  the  Stabton  legacies.  The 
Bushnell  legacy  was  for  $4,000  and  was 
willed   to  Mrs.  Alden. 

"  That  legacy  was  given  to  me,  not 
to  rhe  society,"  Mrs.  Alden  explained. 
She  paid  the  inheritance  tax  on  it,  sac 
said,  and  then  turned  the  residue  into 
tho  treasury  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Hurd  then  asked  the  witness  If  It 
was  not  true  that  these  legacies  in 
whole  or  in  part  had  been  used  in  the 
purchase  of  the  mortgage  on  the  Ben- 
sonhurst property  and  that  the  mort- 
gage thus  purchased  was  set  aside  fcr 
the  benefit  of  herself  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  society.  She  replied 
that  about  $23,500  had  been  allotted  to 
her.  as  she  understood,  as  reimburse- 
ment for  some  of  the  money  she  had 
paid  out  of  her  own  pocket  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  society. 

Next  into  the  hearing  came  the  Sun- 
shine Bulletin,  published  by  the  society 
and  edited  by  Mrs.  Alden.  She  eald 
that  she  had  bought  it  from  J.  P.  Mo- 
Cann  and  that  she  ran  it  at  her  own 
expense  until  It  became  a  paying  publi- 
cation, and  then  gave  it  to  the  society. 
She  paid  $1,000  for  the  publication. 
Mr.  Hurd  asked  her  If  she  knew  that 
this  $1,000  item  was  duplicated  in  tho 
books.  She  answered  that  she  did  not, 
and  if  it  was  it  was  nothing  more  than 
an  innocent  error. 

Mr.  Broaker  followed  Mrs.  Alden.  He 
said  that  his  examination  of  the  books 


had  disclosed  certain  instances  of  poor 
bookkeeping,  but  that  absolutely  noth- 
ing reflecting  upon  the  honor  of  a  sin- 
gle person  connected  with  the  Sunshine 
Society  had  been  disclosed.  He  laid 
the  responsibility  for  the  errors  In  the 
books  upon  the  shoulders  of  an  old  and 
inexperienced  bookkeeper. 

No  Dishonest  Accounting1. 

"  There  is  not  a  single  dishonest  Item 
to  be  found  in  those  books,"  said  he, 
"  and  every  error,  if  such  you  may  call 
them,  is  due  to  the  unfortunate  condi- 
tion of  the  .bookkeeper.  Not  one  single 
entry,  not  one  single  fact,  was  found 
in  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  society 
that  reflected,  even  in  the  remotest 
way,  upon  the  honor  and  Integrity  of 
Mrs.  Alden." 

Mr.  Broaker  stated,  further,  that,  in- 
stead of  being  indebted  to  Mrs.  Alden 
to  the  extent  of  about  $23,500,  the  socl  ■ 
ety  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  her 
debt  to  the  extent  of  about  $29,000. 

Then  Mr.  Suffern  had  his  say.  He 
said  that  he  found  many  duplications, 
and  that  in  his  opinion  the  books  indi- 
cated that  fraud  had  been  practiced  in 
the  interest  of  Mrs.  Alden,  although  he 
was  quick  to  add  he  had  no  proof  that  it 
was  with  her  knowledge. 

Then  there  followed  a  tong  and  lively 
tilt  between  the  rival  accountants.  This 
tilt  was  so  prolonged  that  Mr.  Ridder 
broke  in  and  demanded  that  they  clear 
up  the  matter  in  hand  and  stop  their 
quibbling. 

Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward  said  after 
the  hearing  that  in  the  last  thirteen 
years,  whenever  there  was  a  deficit, 
Mrs.  Alden  went  into  her  own  pocket 
and  made  it  good.  She  and  others  said 
that  they  favored  giving  Mrs.  Alden  a 
salary  of  $5,000,  not  only  from  this  on^ 
but  also  for  the  thirteen  years  during 
which  she  had  practically  worked  witj] 
out  remuneration  of  any  kind. 
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•Y-^e-wjoo  uvul*  ,    Yj  ,  if.  ,     Sta.-r- 


Hallowe'en  is  always  a  gala  time  for 
the  nurses  at  the  Sunshine  Sanitarium. 
This  year  it  was  an  unusually  happy 
event.  The  nurses  have  had  a  lot  of 
difficult  cases  to  care  for  recently,  and 
the  Hallowe'en  party  gave  them  op- 
portunity to  relax  from  their  strenu- 
ous duties  of  professional'  life.  They 
made  the  most  of  the  occasion.  All 
kinds  of  merry-making  marked  the 
evening.  .Mysterious  ghosts  began  to 
arrive  early  in  the  evening.  Each  was 
carefully  concealed  in  the  folds  of  a 
sheet,  which,  after  the  party,  was  con- 
tributed to  the  linen  closet  of  the  sani- 
tarium so  that  the  party  was  virtually 
a   linen   shower. 


Fortune  telling:  by  a  great  big  ghost 
.brought  in  $8  for  the  work.  There  was 
■a  contest  in  ducking  (or  apples;  danc- 
ing to  the  wierdest  kind  of  music,  story 
telling  and  all  the  many  amusements 
that  are  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
Everybody  h;\d  a  good  time,  and  the 
final  good  night  was  not  saitl  until  long 
,after   the  fatal   hour  of  midnight. 

Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5  held  its  an- 
nual parlor  sale  at  the  home  of  the 
president,  Mrs.  William  H.  Hamilton, 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  parlors 
were  tastefully  decorated  with  yellow 
and  pink  chrysanthemums,  pink  roses 
and  autumn  leayes.  Before  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  sale,  most  of  the  decorations 
Were  sold. 

One  delightful  feature  of  the  day 
was  the  visit  of  two  of  the  blind  chil- 
dren" from  the  Dyker  Hei£jjgg0^>me. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Walter 
Savage,  her  automobile  was  sent  for 
the  children  and  carried  them  home  at 
the  close  of  the  day.  They  not  only 
had  oppohtunity  for  a  delightful  visit 
to  Branch  Xo.  5  members  and  their 
friends,  but  two  long  automobile  rides 
of  which  they  are  very  fond. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  commit- 
tee in  charge,  $3  was  cleared,  and  other 
returns  are  expected  later.  Twenty 
dollars  of  this  amount  was  sent  to 
"Brooklyn  Boy,'  the  young  man  whom 
the  Branch  is  assisting  in  his  second 
year  at  Rutgers  College.  The  balance 
of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  will  be 
devoted   to   Branch   work. 
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BLIND  BABIES  BILL 
M)  UP  TO  CHARGES 

AGAINST  SUMINERS 
(/  — 

Mrs.    Cynthia    Westover    Alden 

Admits  "Faulty"  Bookkeping, 

but  Blames  Controversy  With 

Charities'  Department. 


NEVER  GOT  SHARE  OF  FUNDS. 


Bow  Over  Finances  Result  of  C-pposi- 

tion  to  Extending  Society's 

Work  for  Babies, 

Is  Claim. 

Careless  bookkeeping  by  a  $10-a-week 
clerk  was  to-day  blamed  for  the  charges 
of  financial  irregularities  that  were  made 
yesterday  afternoon  against  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  at  a  hearing  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  in  the  United  Charities  Build- 
ing, Manhattan. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  who  is 
the  founder  and  president  of  the  society, 
explained  that  she  had  been  called  to  the 
hearing  on  very  short  notice,  and  that  the 
books  on  which  the  charges  were  formu- 
lated had  never  been  used  as  a  basis  for 
any  financial  report  of  the  society.  That 
they  were  wrong,  she  said,  she  had  sus- 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden. 

pected  when  the  mind  of  the  aged  hook- 
keeper,  occasionally  employed,  had  begur 
to  fail,  and  a  firm  of  expert  accountants 
had  corrected  the  errors  long  before  yes- 
terday's hearing  was  called. 

The  origin  of  the  controversy  over  the 
books  goes  back  to  the  so-called  "Blinc 
Babies  bill,"  which  was  passed  by  the 
New  York  State  Legislature  in  19X2,  being 
made  a  law  by  the  signature  of  Governor 
Dix.  The  chief  "lobbyist"  for  that  bi"l 
•was  an  11-year-old  blind  girl,  named 
Rachel.  It  was  her  speech  to  the  law- 
makers that  "put  the  bill  over"  against 
the  opposition  of  Robert  W.  Hebberd 
former  charities  commissioner  of  Xev- 
York  City  under  McCle'.lan,  and  now  th< 
$5,000-a-year  secretary  to  the  State  Boai-( 
of  Charities.  Mr.  Hebberd  said  the  bit 
■was  clearly  unconstitutional,  but  Attor- 
ney General  Carmody  said  it  was  not.  It 
has  never  been  tested  in  court. 

The  effect  of  the  law  was,  in  brief,  to 
take  the  care  of  blind  children  from  the 
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State  Board  of  Charities,  where  Secre- 
tary Hebberd  held  that  it  should  remain, 
and  give  it  to  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. It  also  provided  that  the  State  au- 
thorities should  have  power  to  look  after 
a  blind  child  from  the  day  it  becomes 
blind,  and  not  wait  until  it  is  8  years 
old,  as  had  been  the  old  law.  Mrs.  Alden 
says  that  it  has  been  her  experience 
with  blind  babies,  that  if  they  are 
neglected  until  they  are  8  years  old, 
they  are  either  dead  or  idots. 

The  'law  further  provided  that  blind 
children  of  Catholic  parents  should  be 
sent  to  the  Catholic  Institute  for  the 
Blind  in  New  York  City,  and  that  Protes- 
tant children  should  be  sent  to  the  home 
•maintained  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  but  in  either  event  only 
when  their  parents  are  unable  to  give 
them  proper  care. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
has  a  home  for  blind  babies  at  Summit, 
N.  J.,  and  it  also  cars  for  some  of  them 
at  the  Sunshine  Sanatorium  at  South 
Bensonhurst,  but  in  order  to  receive 
State  aid  for  the  Protestant  children  an 
extension  of  its  corporate  powers  was 
required,  the  original  charter  of  the  so- 
ciety, dated  in  1900,  specifying  only  that 
the  society  was  incorporated  to  do  "good 
deeds." 

An  amended  charter  was  drawn  by 
Martin  W.  Littleton,  former  Brooklyn 
Borough  President,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors,  but  before  it 
could  take  final  effect  it  had  to  receive 
the  approval  of  the  State  Boara  of 
■Charities.  It  was  at  a  hearing  before  a 
committee  of  this  board,  composed  of 
"William  R.  Stewart,  chairman;  Herman 
Bidder  and  Dr.  J.  Richard  Kevin,  that 
the  charges  of  financial  irregularities 
were  made.  Mr.  Hebberd,  the  board's 
secretary,  was  also  present. 

Mrs.        Alden        Answers        Charges 
Brought. 

The  first  charge  brought  was  that  an 
item  of  $1,000,  representing  the  purchase 
money  of  "The  Sunshine  Bulletin,"  hac 
been  credited  on  the  books,  kept  by  the 
aged  J.  R.  Pettis,  to  Mrs.  Alden,  who  orig- 
inally controlled  the  Bulletin,  more  thar. 
once.  That  this  was  an  error,  was  ex- 
plained by  Mrs.  Alden,  who  said  that  it 
had  been  corrected  by  the  certified  ac- 
countant, that  had  been  employed  to  go 
over  Mr,  Pettis'  books. 

The  second  point  that  Mrs.  Alden 
was  questioned  about  by  Lawyer  George 
F.  Hurd  of  43  Exchange  place,  was  a  plan, 
not  yet  consummated,  by  which  certifi- 
cates of  interest  in  a  $30,000  mortgage 
on  the  South  Bensonhurst  property,  were 
to  have  been  given  to  Mrs.  Alden  and  four 
other  women,  interested  in  the  society,  as 


securities  for  thair  advances  of  money  to 
the  society  in  the  days  of  the  panic  of 
1907,  when  the  society  was  nearly 
swamped  financially. 

It  was  asserted  by  the  firm  of  Suf- 
fern  &  Son,  public  accountants,  of  149 
Broadway,  that  in  this  mortgage  money 
were  included  certain  legacies  to  the  so* 
ciety  that  were  in  effect  endowment 
funds,  but  that  the  books  of  the  society 
failed  to  show  this.  On  the  -other  hand 
it  was  testified  by  Frank  Broaker,  a 
certified  public  accountant,  employed  by 
the  society,  that  there  was  nothing  im- 
proper, in  the  way  the  books  of  the  so- 
ciety had  been  kept  with  reference  to 
those  legacies,  which  had  been  thrown 
Id  to   the  general  funds  of  the  society. 

After  the  mortgage  had  been  bought  up 
by  the  society,  it  had  been  suggested  at 
a  meeting  last  May  that  certificates  of 
Interest  should  be  g^ven  to  Mrs.  Alden 
and  her  four  friends  as  securities  for 
their  advances  to  the  work  of  the  so- 
ciety in  the  past.  Those  certificates  are 
still  In  the  safe  of  the  society,  Mrs.  Al- 
den said  today,  and  it  had  not  been 
planned  to  give  them  out  unless  the 
financial  condition  of  the  society  justified 
it. 

The  certificte,  which  it  had  been  plan- 
ned to  give  to  Mrs.  Alden.  was  for  $25,- 
000,  though  as  a  matter  of  fact  her  ad- 
vances at  various  times  have  been  more 
than  that  sum.  In  the  report  of  the  Suf- 
fern  firm  it  was  asserted  that  the  books 
of  the  society  show  only  about  $23,500,  is 
due  to  Mrs.  Alden,  while  Mr.  Broaker 
said  that  the  sum  was  larger  than  that. 
The  meeting  yesterday  was  adjourned 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  chair  in  order 
to  give  the  two  firms  of  accountants  a 
chancet^oT|a>..i  over  the  books  again. 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 

Accountant  Says  Books  Were 

Manipulated  in  Interests  of 

Mjjs.  Cynthia  Westover 

Alden,  President. 


SHE  MAY  NOT  HAVE  KNOWN. 
THE  TRUTH,  HE  ADMITS. 


Society's  Lawyer  Blames  Book- 
keeper, Who,  He  Says,  Is 
Mentally  Infirm. 


Amid  hisses  and  cries  of  "Shame!" 
from  many  women  adherents  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  the 
charge  was  made  yesterday  afternoon 
before  a  committee  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charities  that  the  books  of  the  So- 
ciety had  been  manipulated  with  fraud- 
ulent Intent  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  founder  and 
president  of  the  Society. 

At  the  same  time  Ernest  S.  Suffern,  a 
certified  puhMc  accountant  of  No.  149 
Broadway,  who  brought  the  charge, 
stated  that  there  was  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Mrs.  Alden  had  any  knowl- 

"I'ge    of    these    alleged    fraudulent    en- 

les.    This  question  was  put  to  him: 


"Have  you  found  any  one  instance  of 
absolute  stealing  of  any  funds  or 
money  of  the  society  by  any  of 
officers  ?" 

"No,"  he  Teplied  as  the  women  t  i- 
plauded. 

Seeks  <o  Have  Charter  Widened. 

Mr.  Suffern's  charge  of  fraudulent 
entries  -was  one  of  several  made  against 
t/he  business  methods  of  the  society. 
The  occasion  was  a  hearing  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  society  for  an  extension 
of  its  charter  that  will  enable  it  to  un- 
dertake the  care  of  blind  babies  and 
thus  receive  money  from  the  State  to 
help  carry  on  the  work. 

Tthe  society  controls  the  Sunshine 
Sanitarium  in  Bensonhurst,  is  largely 
interested  In  a  home  for  the  blind  at 
Dyker  Heights  and  conducts  the  Arthur 

SooTWHHer  tile  society  made  Its  appli- 
cation in  the  spring,  Suffern  &  Son, 
public  accountants,  wer*  engaged  by  the 
New  Jersey  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  of  which  William  Fellowes  Mor- 
gan is  President,  to  investigate  the 
finances  of  the  society.  The  conclusions 
drawn  from  this  investigation  were  pre- 
sented yesterday. 

.President  William  R.  Stewart  of  the 
New  Yonk  State  Board  of  Charities,  pre- 
sided, and  Commissioners  Herman  Rid- 
der  and  J.  Robert  Kevin,  M.  D.,  made  up 
the  rest  of  the  committee,  with  Secretary 
R.  W.  Hebberd  also  present.  George  P. 
Hurd,  lawyer,  of  No.  48  Exchange  Place, 
represented  *he  New  Jersey  Commission, 
and  Mr.  Suffern  a-nd  Frank  Broaker,  a 
certified  public  accountant,  employed  by 
the  society,  did  the  cross-examining  for 
it.  Mr.  Breaker  has  investigated  the 
books  and  has  reported  that  he  found 
no   irregularities. 

Misuse  of  Panda  Alleged. 
The  conclusions  reached  ■by  .Mr.  Suf- 
fern were  In  effect  as  stated  in  his  re- 
port: 

That  specific  funds  donated  to  the  so- 
ciety have  not  always  ibeen  used  for  the 
purpose  for  which   they   were  obtained 
although   it   has   been   represented   tha 
they  were  so  used. 

That  funds  given  for  endowment 
have  (been  Invested  in  a  mortgage,  am 
the  mortgage  disposed  of  to  Mrs.  Alder 
and  others  in  settlement  of  debts  al- 
leged to  have  been  incurred  by  the  so- 
ciety, thus  removing  the  asset  acquired 
That  the  endowment  funds  have  beer 
removed  as  an  asset  by  charging  them 
to  profit  and  loss. 

That  the  account  of  Mrs.  Alden.  on 
the  'basis  of  which  she  received  a  par- 
ticipation of  $25,000  in  the  mortgage  re- 
ferred to,  appears  to  be  excessive. 
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It  was  also  alleged  that  sums  of  $1,000 
and  of  $300  advanced  by  Mrs.  Alden  for 
the  Sunshine  Bulletin  were  credited  to 
her  four  different  times  in  different 
books. 

Blame  It  on  Ag-ed  Bookkeeper. 
The  general  reply  to  the  charges  was 
that    the   former    bookkeeper,   Julius   R. 
Pettis,    was   very   old   and   impaired    in 
mind. 

"Pettis  haiS  softening  of  the  brain,'' 
said  Broakar.  "In  this  way  items  got 
on  the  book*  three  or  four  times.  But 
there  was  no  9oss  of  money." 

The  room  s„''t  apart  for  the  hearing  in 
the  board's  odices  at  No.  2S7  (Fourth  ave- 
nue was  too  small  to  accommodate  the 
crowd,  mostly  women.  Mrs.  Alden  was 
questioned  at  length  as  to  the  origin  and 
aims  of  the  society.  Mr.  Hurd  asked 
her  in  detail  as  to  legacies  of  $5,000  each 
by  Mrs.  R.  G.  Dun  and  Henry  Howard 
Paul,  left,  it  was  alleged,  to  establish 
beds  in  the  society's  homes.  Mr.  Hurd 
endeavored  to  show  that  this  money  had 
been  turned  into  the  general  fund. 

The  Sunshine  Society  acquired  the 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  from  a  com- 
pany of  the  same  name,  subject  to  a 
mortgage  of  $30,000.  It  is  alleged  that 
legacies  left  by  Mr.  Paul  and  Mrs.  AMcq 
M.  Bushnell  and  a  gift  from  Mrs.  B.  J. 
Greenhut  were  devoted  to  buying  up 
this  mortgage,  and  that  beneficial 
ownership  in  it  was  vested  to_the_ex- 
tent  of  $23,000  and  $25,000  in  Mrs.  Alden 
and  her  friends.  Mr.  Hurd  put  that  as 
a  question. 

Mm.  Alden's  Defense. 
"1  see  you  are  trying  to  make  out 
that  I  benefited  by  that,"  said  Mrs. 
Alden.  "As  a  matter  of  fact  I  have 
advanced  much  money  to  the  society. 
The  ladies  finally  said  I  ought  to  be 
protected  and  that  was  the  way  it  was 
done.  But  I  have  never  received  this 
parti'cipat'ion    in    the    mortgage." 

Commissioner  Ridden  wanted  to  know 
why  an  interest  in  the  mortgage  had 
been  given  to  Mrs.  Alden  when  the 
mortgage  was  bought  with  outside 
money.     Mrs.    Alden   said: 

"If  the  committee  does  not  think  that 
the  equity  in  the  mortgage  should  have 
been  given  to  me  I  will  give  it  up.  We 
can  have  a  meeting  of  our  board  right 
here  and  the  board  can  rescind  their 
action." 

"The  Alden  account,"  said  Mr.  Suffern, 
"contains  items  which  I  think  were 
false.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  Mrs. 
Alden  knew  of  them,  but  I  am  sure 
they  were  made  by  Pettis  with  fraudu- 
lent   intent." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  books  should 
be  turned  over  to  the  committee,  which 
will  go  over  them  -with  exports. 


SUNSHINE  SOCIETY'S 
OOKS  QUESTIONED 


v'/iitJiia  Westover  Aldcn's  Or- 


ganization Investigated 
by   State    Hoard. 


LiLAKUES    BY    ACCOU 


INTANT 


Legacies  Ave  Said  lo  Have  Been 

Diverted  to  Uses  of 

Members. 


Ernest  "S.  Suffern  of  Suffern  &  Soa, 
public  accountants,  told  the  State  Board 
of  Charities  yesterday  after  an  examina- 
tion into  the  affairs  of  the  Internation?l 
Sunshine  Society  that  he  and  his  men  had 
found  that  the  personal  account  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president  of  the 
society,  had  been  increased  on  the  books 
of  the  fictitious  entries  :  that  he 

believed  that  these  entries  benefited  Mrs. 
Alden, 

Mr.  Suffern  said  that  two  items,  one  of 
?1,0u0  and  one  of  $300,  had  each  been 
credited  to  Mrs.  Alder  four  times.  They  also 
found,  Mr.  Suffern  said,  that  certain  leg- 
acies left  to  the  society  to  be  used  as  en- 
dowments for  specific  purposes  had  been 
led  in  the  general  fund  of  the  so- 
ciety and  spent. 

Certain  of  these  legacies  were  used,  ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  of  the  account- 
ants, in  the  purchase  of  a  mortgage  of 
$30,000  on  ;i  private  enterprise,  the  Ben* 
SOnhurst  Sanitarium.  According  to  Mr. 
Suffern  a  certificate  of  participation  to  the 
extenl  of  S25.000  subsequently  was  issued 
to  Airs.  Alden,  and  others  prominent  in 
th.'  society  received  smaller  certificates  of 
participation.     *» 


Luj     Blame    ou    Bookkeeper. 

Mrs.  Alden  and  her  supporters  protested 
had  been  no  intention  of  fraud 
or  dishonesty  ;  that  the-  bookkeeper  who 
had  had  complete  charge  of  the  books 
l'or  years,  a  Mr.  Pettis,  was  suffering  from 
softening  of  the  brain  and  was  insane,  and 
rrors  had  been  made  were  due 
to  th>s  bookkeeper's  unfortunate  mental 
uondil 

The  organization's  affairs  came  before 
the  Slate  Board  of  Charities  as  the  result 
renewal  of  an  application  first  made 
fin  Vjo'.i  for  a  certificate  of  incorporation, 
rtiflcatc  would  enable  the  so- 
ciety to  receive  State  moneys  for  the  care, 
of  bimf^ia.l_>ies  and  other  dependents  for 
■Ji'hicn  it  maintains  institutions.  Mean- 
while the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  interested  in  the  society  because 
of  payments  by  the  State  for  the  care  of 
blind  children,  employed,  Suffern  &  Son 
and  George  F.  Hurd,  an  attorney  of  43 
Exchange  place,  to  investigate  the  organi- 
zation. 

learing    was    granted    by    the    New 
York     State    Board    of    Charities     in     the 
United       Charities       Building      yesterday 
afternoon   on  the   renewed  application  for 
oration,   and  Mr.   Hurd  appeared  to 
conduct       the      opposition.        William     R. 
Stewart,     president     of     the     commission, 
presided.       No    one    was    put    under    oath 
and   unusual   latitude   was   given    both   to 
mers  and  witnesses. 
Mrs.  Alden  was  examined  by  Mr.  Hurd 
4'ood   part  of  the  afternoon.      When 
Mr.     Hurd    reached    the     Dyker     Heights 
Home,   at   Eighty-fourth  street  and   Thir- 
teenth   avenue,    Brooklyn,    he    asked    Mrs. 
Alden    if   any   of   the   funds   of    the   home 
had    been    invested    in    Rock    Island    rail- 
road  bonds.      She   said  that   $5,000    given 
to  the  home  by   Mrs.    R.   G.   Dun   was  in- 
vested   in    some    bonds,    she    didn't    know 
eh^    was    sure    these    bonds    must 
:•]  pear    On    the    books    of    the    insiiteuon, 
but  added,    "I'm  not  the  bookkeeper." 


Explains  Hospital  Deal. 

Of  the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  Mrs. 
Alden  said  the  society  was  buying  up  all 
the  stock — some  $45,000  issued  out  of 
a  total  capitalization  of  $100,000 — at  $100 
a  share,  which  is  par  value.  She  said 
that  two-thirds  of  this  had  been  bought 
already  at  that  figure,  although  she  had 
been   told  that  the  sanitarium  had  failed. 

Mr.  Hurd  wanted  to  know  if  the  society 
had  not  put  upwards  of  $60,000  all  told 
into  the  sanitarium.  Mrs.  Alden  didn't 
think    so. 

Members  of  the  society,  herself  among 
the  number,  Mrs.  Alden  said,  loaned 
money  to  buy  the  $30,000  mortgage  and 
took    stock    as    security,    this    stock    later 


being  exchanged  for  participation  in  the 
mortgage.  She  said  her  own  certificate 
of  participation  was  for  $23,500,  but  said 
this  arrangement  was  only  temporary 
pending  the  straightening  up  of  the  so- 
ciety's  books. 

Specific  Legacies  Cited. 

The  legacies  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hurd 
as  having  been  given  with  specific  in- 
structions for  their  use  included  one  from 
Henry  Howard  Paul,  one  from  Alice  M. 
Bushnell,  this  for  ?4,000,  and  one  spoken 
of  as  "the  Stanton  legacy."  These,  Mr. 
Hurd  said,  had  been  given  for  establish- 
ing beds  and  other  specific  purposes  and 
the  same  applied  to  the  gift  of  $1,000  from 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Greenhut,  which  was  given  to 
start  an  emergency  endowment  fund.  Mr. 
Hurd  asked  if  all  three  legacies  and  the 
gift  did  not  go  toward  the  purchase  of 
the  mortgage  in  which  Mrs.  Alden  now 
holds  a  certificate  of  participation  for  five- 
sixths  of  the  total.  Mrs.  Alden  said  she 
didn't  think  so. 

Frank  Broaker,  certified  public  ac- 
countant, said  h-e  had  been  retained  by  the 
society  to  audit  the  books  for  the  year 
ended  April  30,  1913  ;  that  Mr.  Pettis  was 
suffering  from  softening  of  the  brain  and 
had  made  many  mistakes  of  bookkeeping, 
but  there  had  been  no  loss  of  money. 

Mr.  Suffern  then  handed  in  his  report 
to  the  commission.  He  added  that  ledgers 
and  journals  were  missing  and  that  he 
had  not  had  access  to  certain  other  books. 
He  saw  no  traces  of  softening  of  the 
brain  in  Mr.  Pettis's  accounts  and  said 
that  the  repetitions  of  items  in  Mrs. 
Alden's  personal  account  were  "so  treated 
as  not  to  be  clearly  visible." 

President  Stewart  adjourned  the  hear- 
ing to  give  time  for  further  investigation 
of  the  books  and  insisted  that  all  the 
books  should  be  available. 


lle-w^rlC.  Tl,  J.,  'VUo-ryi'xyvg;-  Sf&.T: 


UUIUiB  AbAIWSl 

ISHINE  SOCIETY 


lid     That     Home     for  __  Bfm 
Babies  at  Summit  Is  Im- 
properly Run. 


affairs    of    the     I  nu-i  national 
Sunshine   Society  continue   to  attract 


i  mill 


public    attention    through    the    inves- 
tigations which   arc  being  carried  on 
tie    New    fork    and    Nov.-    Jersey 
State    boards    of    charities.      The    in- 
vestigations   were    brought    -'bout    by 
:hc  application  of  the  society  to  have 
iate    r-ipproved    which    would 
ie  corporate  purposes  of  the 
ioei' 

In  an  article  published  in  the  New 
fork  Evening  Sun  yesterday  grave 
harses  against  the  financial  man- 
erement  of  the  society's  funds  were 
bade,  and  the  Arthur  Home,  at 
nit.  where  blind  babies  are 
loused,  was  said  to  be  improperly 
un  and  the  children  improperly 
poked   after. 

The  same  article  contains  a  state- 
ment purporting  to  come  from   A.  "W. 
vlcDougall.   of  Newark,   to  the   effect 
hat     the    State    would    like    to    take 
vet  the  charge  of  these  blind  babies. 
t  credits   Mr.   McDougall   with  being 
tnber  of  the  New  Jersey  Comtnis- 
for    the   Blind,   but    Mr.    McDou- 
flenied  that  fact   and  added  that 
cas  not   connected  with  the  eom- 
ion.     He  admitted,  however,   that 
of    the    investigations,    but 
as  not  in  a  position  to  make 
piny  public  statement, 
(n   a   report   on    the   conduct   of   the 
>f  the  society  Stiff ern  &  Son, 
sscpert  accountants,   employed  by  the 
New  Jersej  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
3i  id     also    by     the    New     York    State 
Hoard    of   Charities,    it    is   stated   that 
practically  no  check  has  been  kept  on 
the  receipts- of  the  society,  which  con- 
sist mainly  of  contributions  solicited. 
The  report  also  states  .that    these  re- 
ceipts   are    not    a  'ways    used    for    the 
purposes  specified   when   they  are  so- 
licited,   and    shows    a    laxness    which 
would  not  be  permitted  in  a  commer- 
cial business. 


BtooHIv,-^,      Yl,    W.  ,   Sa^le. 


"Y1oV-ewi\3-e,Tr   i~f„    1^13. 


A  Capital  Little  Fair 

For  the  -'Blind  Babies." 

At  a  fair  held  Saturday  afternoon,  at 
the  home^-of  Mrs.  Everett  Caldwell,  1409 
Dean  strfeeO  by  eleven  young  girls,  $1G0 
was  raised  for  the  benefit  of  the  "Blind' 
Babies."  Mre§**fartOn  Van  Der  Gau,  Miss 
Gertrude  Dubey  and  Miss  Loraine  Cald- 
well presided  over  the  fancy  table.  At 
the  cake  table  were  Miss  Elizabeth 
Pearsall    and    Miss    Mildred    Jeffrey,      At 


the  grocery  table  were  Miss  Marguerite 
Ogilvie  and  Miss  Mildred  Smith.  Miss 
Gladys  Townley  and  Miss  Monica  Green- 
wood were  in  charge  of  the  confection- 
ery. Afternoon  tea  was  served  by  the 
Misses  Martha  Riecks  and  Miss  Mildred 
Hegeman.  Theodore  Caldwell  manageji 
the  grab  bag.  ^^^ 


IB  v o  o  ^v  W-r^  ,    "W.  t^.  ,    'c-au&l^-. 


SUNSHINE  THANKSGIVING. 


Plana^for  the  Day  at  Dyker  Heights 


t 


ome. 

A  very  informal  meeting  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  BUadv-was  held  in  Man- 
hattan yesterday^  at  headquarters,  96 
Fifth  avenue.  Mrs.  Cynthia  W.  Alden 
A'as  present  as  was  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
fFurman,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell  and  half 
dozen  other  members  of  the  board.  The 
chief  theme  of  interest  was  in  discuss- 
ing some  form  of  celebration  for  Thanks- 

iving  Day  for  the  children  of  the  Dyker 
Heights  Blind  Babies'  Home,  Nursery, 
Hospital  and  Kindergarten.  It  was 
agreed  to  held  a  donation  reception  Tues- 
day, November  25,  from  2  to  5. 
All  friends  of  the  blind  babies  are  in- 
vited and  it  is  hoped  none  will  come 
empty  handed.  Fruit,  groceries,  canned 
goods  and  vegetables  will  be  acceptable, 
and  will  be  used  for  the  Thanksgiving 
dinner  for  the  little  people. 

There  will  be  a  programme  in  which 
the  chief  parts  will  be  taken  by  the  chil- 
dren of  the  kindergarten.  At  present 
there  are  twenty-three  blind  children 
the  home,  nine  being  babies.  The  ho 
pital  is  empty,  there  having  been 
case  of  illness  for  some  time. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell  is  chairman  of  ti 
entertainment  for  Tuesday  next,  assiste 
by  Mrs.  H.  Lindsay,  Mrs.  William 
Hamilton,  Miss  Ethel  Hamilton.  For  th 
house  committee  Mrs.  Katherin 
Birkcley,  Mrs.  Josephine  Lytle,  Mrs! 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman  and  Mrs.  E.  D! 
Burgess  have  been  selected.  Thes 
ladies  will  also  form  the  reception  com 
raittee  and  be  on  hand  to  welcome  thel 
friends,  and  to  answer  questions  of  thos 
interested  in  the  work  for  the  aid  a 
education  of  the  blind  children. 


I    1< 
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SUNSHINE  LOBBY 
NOW  UNDER  FIRE 


Charities  Board  Asks  How 
Society  Got  $20,000. 


SULZER  APPROVED  ITEM 


Money  Secured  Without  All 
Facts  Being  Known. 


Lobbying'  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  and  the  methods  it  em- 
ployed in  getting  appropriations  from 
the  State  Legislature  are  being  investi- 
gated by  the  special  committee  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities  appointed  to 
find  out  the  truth  about  the  work  of  the 
Sunshiners.  The  characteristics  of  the 
society's  lobbying  methods  and  its  ap- 
peal for  State  aid  are  indicated  to-day 
in  a  despatch  to  The  Evening  Sun  from 
Albany. 

It  is  not  the  first  occasion  that  the 
society's  lobbying  methods  have  been 
questioned,  a  former  instance  having 
resulted  from  the  presentation  of  the 
bright  little  child  "Rachel"  before  the 
Legislators  at  Albany  as  a  product  of 
the  Dyker  Heights  Home,  a  so-called 
Sunshine  institution,  and  later  before  a 
New  Jersey  charity  conference  at  Tren- 
ton as  the  product  of  the  Arthur  Home 
at  Summit,  New  Jersey. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
Branch  for  theJgJjnjLjwhich  is  referred 


to  in  the  despatch,  ih  l"e*fc>yker  Heights 
Home,  which  is  supported  for  the  most 
part  by  funds  from  the  city,  county  and 
State.  It  is  a  corporation  separate  from 
the  Sunshine  Society,  which,  however, 
claims  the  credit  for  the  work  done 
there. 

Mrs.  Tregear.  who  was  prominent  in 
starting  the  Brooklyn  home  before  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden  became  con- 
nected with  it,  left  the  institution, 
where  she  was  superintendent,  some 
time  ago.  Mrs.  Tregear  had  occasion  to 
go  to  the  State  Board  of  Charities  with 
a  child  who  complained  of  being  ex-  , 
ploited  by  the  Sunshine  Society  in  get- 
ting funds. 

That  $20,000  should  be  named  as  the 
sum  secured  by  the  society  from  the 
1913  Legislature  came  as  a  surprise  to 
the  investigators  of  the  society  in  this 
city. 

A  good  deal  of  significance  attaches  to 
the  circumstance  that  appropriations 
were  secured  without  all  the  facts  being 
known.  Upon  the  unlawfulness  of  the 
appropriations  the  Board  of  Charities 
may  be  inclined  to  lay  especial  emphasis 
in  its  investigation  of  the  society  for 
the  , reason  that  Mrs.  Alden  was  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  board  that  her  so- 
ciety has  no  right  to  the  money. 

Mrs.  Alden  at  that  time  was  asking 
the  support  of  the  board  in  getting  her 
appropriations.  She  was  told  that  her 
charter  did  not  allow  her  to  receive  ap- 
propriations. She  insisted  that  Attor- 
ney-General Carmody  had  already  said 
it  was  lawful  under  her  charter  to  re- 
ceive State  moneys. 

Then  she  communicated  with  the  ' 
torney-General  and  it  appears  from  this 
despatch  that  his  informal  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  a  letter  agreed  with  that  al- 
ready had  from  the  Board  of  Charities. 
As  a  result  of  his  opinion  Mrs.  Alden 
is  now  trying  to  get  her  charter  broad- 
ened to  take  in  all  sorts  of  operations. 
And  in  spite  of  the  Attorney-General's 
opinion  the  society  went  a.head  a.nd  ac- 
quired appropriations  to  the  extent  of 
$20,000. 

The  circumstances  in  connection  with 
the  lobbying  by  the  Sunshiners  and  the 
appropriations  mentioned  in  the  de- 
spatch, it  was  said  to-day  at  the  office 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  will  be 
a  subject  of  rigid  investigation. 

In  regard  to  the  appearance  of  Ra- 
chel before  the  Legislature,  where  she! 
made  a  pathetic  little  set  speech,  and 
in  other  representations  the  committee 
is  to  have  a  report  on  the  matter  of 
getting  money  under  false  pretences. 
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BLIND  BABIES  ENTERTAIN. 


Little  Unfortunates  Delight  Hosts  at 
>Dyker  Heights  Home. 

Tht  Riind^aMarat  Dyker  Heights  were 
yesterJHy^ne  happy  hosts  to  many 
friends  when  they  held  their  annual  do- 
nation reception  in  preparation  for  the 
Thanksgiving  feast  next  Thursday.  The 
children  themselves  were  the  entertain- 
ers, and  by  songs,  recitations,  exhibitions 
of  sound  reading  of  musical  notes,  made 
up  a  delightful  programme.  There  are 
nine  real  babies,  and  they  held  informal 
receptions  in  the  sun  parlor  at  the  home 
at  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue,  and  let  the  grownups  see  how 
much  fun  they  could  get  out  of  hobby- 
horse riding,  walking  and  listening  to 
music,  with  which  they  are  constantly 
surrounded. 

The  kindergarten  children  and  those 
who  attend  public  school  entertained  at 
the  Dun  cottage.  They  are  a  fine,  whole- 
some set  of  young  folk,  and  seem  per- 
fectly happy  and  as  pleased  to  "show  oft" 
as  the  average  youngster  Is  to  hold  the 
stage's  center.  Among  the  little  enter- 
tainers were  Rosalie  Cohen,  Eleanor 
Poster,  Richard  Bolls,  Sam  Phillips,  Sol- 
omon Phillips,  Josephine  Vickers,  Esther 
Crosby,  ,  Lillie  Butler.  Their  recitations 
were  remarkably  confident,  the  English 
above  the  average  and  several  of  the  chil- 
dren showed  great  dramatic  ability.  SO 
natural  were  all  the  movements,  so  fear- 
less in  meeting  strangers  were  the  chil- 
dren, it  was  hard  to  realize  that  they 
ivere  without  vision. 

The  musical  exhibition  was  a  tribute 
to  the  faithful  and  intelligent  teaching  of 
Mrs.  Augusta  M.  Bosworth.  Lillian  But- 
ler, Eleanor  Foster  ana  Rosalie  Cohen 
;ave  piano  solos,  and  Rosalie  Cohen  and 
Solomon  Phillips,  a  little  chap  of  about 
6,  gave  a  perfect  exhibition  of  ear  train- 
ing. 

Among  the  grown  guests  were  Mrs.  W. 
H.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  L.  A.  B.  Stirling,  Mrs 
Katherine  Birkeley,  Miss  Florence  bay- 
ton,  Miss  Everett  Caldwell,  accompanied 
by  little  Miss  Caldwell  and  school 
friends;  Mrs.  Royal  Gage,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Burgess,  Mrs.  E.  Ruediger,  Mrs.  J.  Huth, 
Miss  L.  Scott,  Miss  Ethel  O.  Hamilton 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
;Cingsland  of  Canada,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ban 
.veil  and  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furn 
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lONCERT  FOR 


ore    Thar.    Si^ht    Hundred    Attend 
Sunshine    Midwinter   Carnival. 

More  than  S00  perons  attended  the 
Sunshine  Milwinter  Carnival  given  by 
the  Suushne  Emergency  Branch  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
last  night  at  Good  Counsel  Hall,  Madi- 
£.011  street  and  Ralph  avenue,  and  will 
be  repeated  on  Thursday  evening.  The 
programme,  rendered  by  children,  the 
majority  of  whom,  were  not  over  ten 
yearsold,  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Edward 
G.  Entwisle  and  her  daughters,  Thelma 
and,  Lenora.  All  the  children  had  been 
instructed   by   Mrs.    Enwisle. 

The  two  Enwisle  sisters,  Lenora  and 
Thelma  were  applauded  in  dancing  num- 
bers -  )i."!  ZZfl 
bers.  Impersonations  were  given  by 
Myrtle  Wilcock  and  a  violin  solo  by  Paul 
Schweizer.  Be  fore  the  entertainment 
Mrs.  Nellie  C.  Furman,  in  a  short  ad- 
dress, outlined  the  scope  of  the  society. 
The  music  for  the  carnival  was  by  Ju- 
nior Philharmonic  Orchestra.  After- 
ward the  floor  was  cleared  for  dancing. 
Prizes  for  selling  the  largest  number 
of  tickets  were  awarded  to  Olyve 
Sohenck    and    Nannett    Acker. 

Among  the  principals  in  last  night's 
c&rnival  were:  Dorothy  Spedick,  Henri- 
etta Lechtman,  Mildred  McNeil,  Nellie 
Mayer,  Alma  Denenholz,  Olyve  Schenck, 
Sophie  Lerman,  Hortense  Frazin,  Lillian 
Kuskin,  Mildred  Laurence,  Myrtle  Wil- 
cock. Ecthel  Brown,  George  Marx,  An- 
nett  Ringk,  Virginia  Glover.  Charlotte 
and  Thomas  Gordon,  Mary,  Hall,  Nanett 
Acker.  Francis  Finger,  Thomas  Mullen, 
Thelma  Entwisle,  Leona  Entwisle  An- 
nett    Remer    and    Eethel    Broadhurst. 


B 


rojlilvj-w,  yt,  ^,,    JVwv 


as. 


J, 


S^-r-U     %2>-  l°\\  H-. 


^ 


AID  BLIND  BABIES. 


Children  Give  Two-night  Entertain- 
ment for  Sunshine  Home. 
An  entertainment,  entirely  by  children, 
was  given  last  night  ^for  the  second  time 
in  Good  Counsel  Hall,  Madison  street,  be- 
tween   Ralph    and    Fatchen    avenues,    tor 


the  benefit  of  the  Sunshine  Home 
Blind  Babies.  Little  Miss  Myrtle  Wll- 
cock,  who  has  already  won  considerable 
fame  in  the  borough  as  an  infant  prodigy, 
did  very  good  work.  The  Entwisle  Sis- 
ters also  especially  distinguished  them- 
selves. 

The  affair,  which  was  also  given  Wed- 
nesday evening,  held  by  the  Sunshine 
Emergency  Branch,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Edward  G.  Entwisle.'  Large  audi- 
ences attended  both  perforn  ;  a&- 
tog  part,  besides  those  mentinoned,  were 
Loiva  B«  \~ir- 
K.nia  Glover.  Ethel  !  I  Cath- 
erine Friedman,  Estt  Myrtle 
Wllcock,  Ru*h  Byrne,  Jessie  Bave, 
Thomas  Mullen.  Annette  Reiner,  Marga- 
ret Mayer,  Minnie  Warrer,  Blanche  Pol- 
lock. George  Marx,  Nannette  Acker,  Alma 
Denenholz,  Henrietta  Lechtman,  Sophie 
Lehman  and  Dorothy  Carol.  Charlotte 
Gorden,  Thomas  Goicien.  Nellie  Mayer. 
Helen  Dwyer,  Entwisle  Sisters,  Dorothy 
Rae  Spedick.  Olyve  Schenk,  Lillian 
Kushin,  ary  Hall,  Adrieuiie  Bave,  Mar- 
jorie  Buckman.  Fayetie  Howard,  Irene 
Gettlnger,  Mildred  Lawrence,  Ethel  V. 
Brown  and  Winifred  Johnston. 
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f  SUNSHINEWORK 

President   General   of    the   Order 

Addresses  Local  Audience  on 

the   Society. 


Mrs.  CynthiaAVestafer  Alden.  pres- 
ident-general Vj^yrne  International 
Sunshine  Society,  addressed  an  aud- 
ience of  'Sunshiners"  and  Sunshine 
sympathizers  last  night  in  the  Sun- 
day school  hall  of  Grace  M.  E. 
Church.  Most  of  the  audience  know 
Mrs.  Alden  and  are  familiar  with  the 


ffork  which  the  Sunshine  Societv  is 
aoing,  but  she  spoke  last  night  par- 
ticularly about  what  has  been  ac- 
complished since  her  last  .visit  to 
Uiis  city,  seven  years  ago. 
'  Mrs.  George  W.  Dorsey,  Jr.,  who 
is  president  of  the  Delaware  division 
presided  at  the  meeting  and  intro- 
duced Dr.  George  Edward  Reed  as 
the  first  speaker.  There  were  also 
some  musical  features  bv  Miss  Ida 
Appleby  at  the  piano  and  Miss  Ful- 
ton,  soloist. 

Dr.  Reed  spoke  briefly,  saying  that 
he  is  proud  of  the  organization  and 
likes  it  for  its  object  and  the  beau- 
tiful work  it  is  trying  to  do.  Dr. 
Reed  said  'personally  I  am  glad  that 
I  am  a  member  or  the  society  and 
am  an  officer.  Among  all  organiza- 
tions tliis  society  stands  out  in  a 
peculiar  way— it  is  sc  beautiful  in  its 
practical  application." 

Mrs.  Alden  pointed  out  in  her  ad- 
dress that  it  was  IS  years  ago  when 
the  idea  of  organizing  a  Sunshine 
society  originated,  in  the  old  New 
York  recorder's  office  when,  she  was 
a  reporter. 

Mrs.    Alden     continues   to    explain 
that  since  her  last  visit  to  this  city 
la  beautiful  rest  home — Bensonhurst- 
jby-the-Sea  has  been   established.  The 
(society   has    also     acquired     another 
valuable   property   worth    $100,000   at 
L?ke    Seneca,   near     TVatkiu's     Glen 
which  is  also  used  as  a  rest  home- 
She  alluded  to  her  interview  with 
3-Gvernor   Miller   when    the  governor 
vas    asked    to    use   his   influence    in 
laving   a   till   passed   for   the   main- 
pnance  of  blind  babies  ir:  Delaware. 
v'he    governor   expressed  himself     as 
?ing   favorabie    tu    the   pioposition 
Mrs.  Alden  explained  that  since  the 
'ome  for  Blind   Babies   has  been  es- 
iblished  at  Summit.  N.  J.,  they  have 
ared  for   200  children  and  only  two 
ave  died.     The   children   stay  there 
ntil  they  are  8  years  of  age,  when 
hey    are    ready   to    go   to    school   at 
Kerbrook.     She    said  that   Pennsyl- 
vania,    North     and      South     Dakota, 
thode  Island,  Michigan,  Arizona  and 
ome  other   states  have  passed   laws 
or  the  care  of  their  blind  babies. 
In     conclusion     Mrs.     Alden     said: 
We  do  the  thing  when  it  is  needed 
;s  best  we  can;    that  is  our  philan- 
hrop 


At  the  conclusion  of  her  talk  Mrs. 
Mden  was  presented  with  a  bunch  of 
.eautiful  sweet  peas  by  Mrs.  Dorsey, 
ti  behalf  of  the  Delaware  Division.  ' 
It  was  announced  that  the  reel  of 
Pictures  showing  the  work  tat  the 
?Iind  Babies'  Home  at  Summit,  N.  J., 
t'lTl  W •  yiiUlVn  at  the  Opera  House 
o-niglu  at  7.30  o'clock,  and  the  nit  in- 
ters who  expect  to  attend  the  ban- 
[uet  at  Hanna's  cafe  later  in  the 
ivening  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
ee  the  pictures  before  they  go. 

Mrs.  Alden  was  the  guest  of  honor 
,'esterday  afternoon  at  a  tea  given  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  El  wood  H.  Brown, 
400  West  Twenty-third  street.  Mrs. 
Brown  was  assisted  in  receiving  by 
Mrs.  Harry  Hackett,  Mrs.  Dorsey,  the 
state  presideent,  and  Mrs.  Aldea. 
There  were  about  75  Sunshine  mem- 
bers present. 

Yesterday  morning  Mrs.  Alden  ad- 
dressed a  meeeting  of  the  Current 
Events  Glass  of  the  New-Century 
Club.  She  quoted  statistics  relative 
to  homes  for  blind  babies  throughout 
the  country  and  recounted  her  inter- 
view with  Governor  Miller.  In  con- 
nection with  her  discourse  on  blind 
babies  Mrs.  Alden  said:  "No  mother 
can  care  for  a  blind  baby.  They  need 
a  trained  nurse  and  a  trained  worker 
from  the  beginning,  or  they  will  be- 
come idiots  before  they  are  8  years 
old.'' 

Mrs.  Alden  further  elaborated  on 
"Sunshine  homes''  for  blind  babies, 
and  produced  records  to  show  the 
vastness  of  the  work. 
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CENTURY  CLUB 

CURRENT  EVENTS 

At  the  fcuVrenJ^vents  Class  at  the 
New  Ceneuai^Club  on  Tuesday,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  morning  was 
given  up  to  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden 's  talk  so  the  other  talks  were 
necessarily    brief. 

Preceding  Mrs.  Alden's  talk,  Mrs 
William    M.      Field      depicted      "The 


Kl 


Feminist  Work  and  Movement  for  the 
Future."  The  great  progress  of  the 
movement  in  the  present  day  achieve 
ments  of  women  in  business,  the  pro- 
fessions, and  politics,  was  reviewed. 
Speaking  of  suffrage,  Mrs.  Field 
said  though  the  gain  in  the  cause 
had  been  great*,  yet  it  was  but  one 
phase  of  the   feminist  movement. 

Seventeen  foreign  lands,  the  speak- 
er said  had  granted  full  suffrage.,  or 
in  nart  to  the  women  citizens.  These 
included  Bavaria.  Denmark.  Finland. 
Hungary,  Iceland,  Ireland,  the  Neth- 
erlands, Norway,  Sweden,  Switzer- 
land  and  Uraguay. 

Miss  Madeline  Reed  sang  Gounod's 
"Sing.  Smile,  Slumber,"  to  her  own 
accompaniment. 

Mrs.  George  C.  Hall  read  a  descrip- 
tive .paper  on  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Asylum  for  the  Criminal  Insane  in 
Center   county,    near    Holmesbmg. 

Mrs.  Alden's  address  in  the  cause 
of  *h<*  h''nfl  *'ahi-°s  J"  the  Home  at 
Summit?  a.  J.,  was  Heard  with  keen 
interest.  Mrs.  Alden  spoke  of  Gov- 
ernor Miller's  cordial  response  to  her 
plea  for  the  babies,  and  said  that  he 
was  ready  to  meet  anv  help  move- 
ment halfway.  A  rising  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  her  for  the  ad- 
dress, at  the  close  of  which  a  dozen 
knitted  wash  towels  were  given  her 
for  the  Home  by  Miss  Marv  H.  A. 
Mather.  Next  week  Mrs.  W'lliam  P. 
Webb  will  give  a  "Book  Review  ;> 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Whittier  will  talk  of  "TXe 
Drama:"  "The  Ten  Hour  Liw,"  irill 
be  discussed  by  Miss  Mary  Maitme. 
Mrs.  William  S.  Prickett  will/read 
a  "Scott  Story,"  and  Current  Hvents 
will  be  given  by  Mrs.  Geor;i  T. 
Brown.  Announcement  was  maVe  of 
"Federation    Dav" 
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Mrs.  Anna  Sundberg  Williams,  who 
died  Ui  Brooklyn  on  January  31  last,  left 
'an  JRate  of  about  $125,000,  much  of 
wh|ferS»«alfll  ultimately  go  to  various 
ies.  One  friend  gets  $5,000  and  two 
get  $3,000  each.  Each  of  her  servants  Is 
to  get  $500,  And  there  are  bequests  of 
$3,000  to  the  Wartburg  Orphan  Farm 
School  at  Mount  Vernon,  the  German 
Hospital  Society  of  Brooklyn  and  the 
German  Evangelical  Aid  Society.  A  life 
inter?'  t  in  the  residuary  estate  goes  to  her 


husband,  Capt.  Robert  Williams  of  356 
Stratford  road.  At  his  death  $62,000 
Is  to  be  distributed  to  relatives.  Henry 
Warneke,  a  nephew,  "is  purposely  cut  off," 
the  will  says,  "because  of  his  ingratitude 
to  me,"  and  two  brothers  are  cut  off  with 
$1,000  each  for  the  same  reason.  The 
remainder  of  the  residuary  estate  Is  to  be 
divided  equally  among  the  "Wartburg 
Orphan  Farm  School,  German  Hospital 
Society,  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  and 
the  Blind  Babies  Sunshine  Home.  The 
two  latfW^fequests  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
memorial  to  her  first  husband,  Capt  John 
P.  Sundberg,  who  was  blind  for  fourteen 
years. 
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Blind  Babies'  Legislation. 

[he  IrfaSfaationa]  Sunshine  Society, 
hi  its  various  state  branches  where  leg- 
islatures convene  this  year,  is  laying 
Special  stress  upon  the  need  for  legisla- 
tion that  will  provide  care  for  blind 
babies.  In  many  states  no  provision 
is  made  for  them  other  than  their  com- 
mitment to  county  almshouses  or  state 
institutions  where  they  are  huddled  in 
with  other  blind  children  or  with  per- 
sons of  various  ages,  as  in  county  alms- 
houses. In  such  institutions  these  little 
unfortunates  gradually  degenerate  into 
imbeciles,  whereas,  if  they  were  placed 
in  institutions  where  they  could  receive 
proper  training,  they  would  develop  in- 
to intelligent,  self-supporting  members 
of  society.  These  unfortunates,  who  are 
in  nowise  to  blame  for  their  affliction, 
are  the  rightful  charges  of  the  state, 
and  the  Internationa}  Sunshine  Society 
is  working  for  legislation  that  will  give 
them  care  and  education. 

Missouri's  Work. 

In  Missouri  this  work  is  in  charg 
Mis.  Fred  Baumhoff,  honorary  state 
president,  of  St.  Louis,  who  is  now  tour- 
ing the  stare  with  a  view  to  inspiring 
sentiment  in  favor  of  this  needed  legis- 
lation. Mis.  Baumhoff  lias  had  years' 
of  experience  in  this  work  and  has  a 
bill  before  the  state  legislature  which 
she  hopes  to  have  passed  ill  1915, 
Work  in  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.    Honler   Black     of      i I 
writes  thai  tl  .  Ivania  branch  has 

secured  a  blind  babies  bill  in  that  state, 
the  measure  providing  for  babies  to  be 
son;     to     the     Internationa!     Sunshine 


Home  at  Summit,  N.  J.  The  state 
board  of  education  is  now  working 
iupon  a  number  of  cases  and  it  is  hopect 
that  a  number  of  these  unfortunates 
will  soon  be  receiving  care  and  treat- 
ment. 

Census  of  Blind  Babies. 
A  correct  census  of  all  the  known 
blind  children  under  school  age  is 
sought  to  protect  themSfrom  depend- 
ency and  an  increase  froiu  preventable 
blindness.  This  work  should  be  under- 
taken by  every  progressive,  humane 
person  who  knows  of  a  blind  baby  or 
child.  Organizations  studying  child 
welfare  are  especially  appealed  to  for 
co-operation.  Following  are  the  names 
of  state  presidents  of  International 
Sunshine  work:  Alabama.  Miss  N.  C. 
Weathers,  Newburn;  Alaska,  Mrs.  .).  J. 
Kearu,  Douglass;  Arkansas,  Mrs.  Alice 
Heath,  522  Louisiana  street,  Little 
Rock:  Arizona,  Mrs.  G.  U.  Manning, 
Fort  Defiance:  California,  Mrs.  James 
Greenleaf,  3100  Halldale,  Los  Angeles; 
Colorado,  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Smith,  1212 
Vine  street,  Denver;  Connecticut,  Mrs. 
A.  K.  Dixon,  Wallingfprd;  Delaware, 
Mrs.  George  W.  Dorsey,  2001  Jefferson 
street,  Wilmington:  Florida,  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  Bradt.  Jacksonville:  Georgia,  Mrs. 
D.  A.  Russell,  124  Calital  street.  Atlan- 
ta; Idaho.  Mrs.  Anuesley  Edwards,  Ed- 
wardsburg;  Illinois,  Mrs.  John  Howe 
Browne,  611  South  Fourth  street, 
Springfield;  Indiana,  Mrs.  Jennie  Tom- 
linson,  207  Thirteenth  street,  Terre 
Haute;  Iowa,  Mrs.  Roma  Wheeler 
Woods,  Sutherland;  Kansas,  Mrs.  Annie 
Johnston.  522  Rivervicvfr  avenue,  Kan- 
sas City:  Kentucky,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Har- 
grove, 122.")  Cypress  street,  Louisville; 
Maine,  Mrs.  11.  B.  Pulsifer,  122  Seventh 
street.  Auburn ;  Maryland,  Miss  Nettie 
M.  Elliott,  5007  Pari;  Heights.  Balti- 
more: Massac!  Mis3  Clara  Kim- 
ball, Marion  Road,  Arlington:  Michi- 
gan, Mrs.  d.  G.  Merithew,  199  Harmon 
avenue,  Detroit;  Minnesota,  Miss  Lil- 
lian Ellis,  1615  Saint  Anthony  avenue, 
St.  Paul  VY.  T.  Gra- 
ham, Myrtle;  Missouri,  Mr;:.  F.  W. 
Baumhoff,  350]  Vi  t.  Louis;  i 
Montana,  Mrs.  F.  W.  McKay,  Bozeman;  , 
Nebraska,  Mrs.  Anna  Moore,  Maxwell; 
Nevada.  Mrs.  E.  Wilson,  Sparks;  New 
Hampshire,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Ayres,  Concord;- 
New  Jersey,  Mrs.  Brice  Collard,  29 
Monticeilo  avenue,  Jersey  City:  New 
York,  Mrs.  Cynthia'  Westover  Alden,  96 
Fifth  avenue,  New  York  City;  North 
Carolina,  Rev.  Frank  J.  A  ilis- 
bury;  North  Dakota,  O.  Y.  Cripps,  Wil- 


Hams  Post.offiee;  Ohio,  Mrs.  Jennie  M. 

■iue,   Tole- 
do; Oklaho  T.  L.  Bi  i 
more;  Oregon,  -Mrs.  l<la  M.  G 

Pennsylvania,  .Mrs.  Homer  Black, 
211  Walnul  street.  Harrisburg;  Rhode 
Island,  Mrs,  Louis  L.  Angell.  116  An- 
gell  street.  Providence;  South  Dakota. 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Morgan,  Westport;  5 
Carolina,  Miss  Idalitie  G  lotlroff; 

Tennessee.  Airs.  E.  J.  Wooten,  337 
Scott  avenue,  Knoxville;  Texas,  Mrs. 
William  H.  Bains,  410  Marshal!  ave- 
nue, Houston;  Utah,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Baleh, 
Ogden;  Virginia,  Mrs.  Boland  S.  Carter. 
Bosslyn;  Washington,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Ben- 
der, Meade;  West  Virgiuia,  Miss  Min- 
nie Lowther,  Fonzo;  Wisconsin,  & 
C.  Johnson.  Raeine. 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  NOTES 

At  the  meeting  of  |he*  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  InternationabA*uutolirCfBrancli 
for  the  Blind,  a  plan  was  decided  upon 
for  the  erection  of  a  pavilion  for  the 
playground,  and  to  cover  the  playground 
with  sand  or  gravel  so  that  it  will  not  be 
muddy  in  time  of  storms  and  will  speed- 
ily dry  after  a  heavy  rain. 

The  blind  children  are  now  in  v< 
sion  of  a  splendid  express  wagon,  a  hor- 
izontal bar,  and  a  double  wire  racer, 
the  gifts  of  a  band  of  children  under  tut 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Everett  Caldwell  of 
Brooklyn.  These  children  raised  a  large 
sum  of  money  which  they  gave  for  the 
equipment  of  the  blind  babies  play- 
ground. The  big  merry-go-round  with 
canopy  top  and  organ  attachment,  which 
is  also  their  gift,  is  now  being  erected- 
With  the  erection  of  the  new  pavilion 
where  the  blind  children  can  play  out  or 
doors  even  in  stormy  weather,  thi 
ground  will  be  quite  complete;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  Board  of  Directors  will 
the  services  of  a  special  teacher 
to  be  with  the  children  during  the  long 
summer  clays,  to  plan  their  play  for  them 
and  to  give  them  special  instruction  in 
physical  culture. 

Through   Mrs.  W.  H.     Holly,   $13.16  was 
oni   the  kindergarten   and   pri- 


raary  departments  of  the  Greene  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  for  the  babies.  It 
Was  the  sacrifice  fund  of  the  tiny  tots 
of  these  departments  and  they  wanted 
the  lilind  babies  to  have  the  benefit  of 
their  sacrifices.  Fifty-three  dollars  al30 
as  a  special  gift  from  the  Sunshine 
Emergency  Branch  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion  for  the  babies. 

The  Blind  Babies  Homes  have  been  In- 
vited to  send  exhibits  of  the  babies  kin- 
dergarten work,  pictures,  etc.,  for  the 
International  Conference  on  the  Blind — 
an  exhibition  of  arts  and  industries  of 
the  blind  all  over  the  world — to  be  held 
in  the  Church  House,  Westminster,  Lon- 
don. June  18-24,  19H.  The  imitation  al- 
so includes  the  sending  of  delegates.  The 
board  of  directors  are  arranging  to  send 
the  exhibit  of  the  work  at  the  Dykej 
Heights  Home  this  year,  and  wil 
delegates  for  next  year's  conference., 
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MRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN 

President   of  the  Sunshine  Branch   Home  for 
Blind  Babies. 

(™)NE  morning  a  poor  woman  walked 
into  the  New  York  office  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society.  She  held  a 
baby  in  her  arms.  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden.  president  of  the  organization, 
took  the  little  one  from  its  mother.  She 
turned  its  face  to  the  light.  The  rays  of 
the  clear  morning  sun  fell  direct  into  the 
little  face.  The  eyes,  wide  and  staring, 
did  not  blink. 

"  Why,"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Alden,  "  the 
baby  is  blind!  We  must  find  a  home  for 
it   where  it  can  be  treated." 

After  two  hours  spent  in  talking  over 
the  telephone  Mrs.  Alden  was  wiser  for 
the  knowledge  that  there  were  homes  for 
crippled  children,  for  feeble-minded 
children,  for  tubercular  children,  homes 
for  lame  dogs,  sick  cats  and  birds,  but 
not  a  place  in  the  world  for  blind  babies. 
No  place  in  the  whole  United  States  for 
a  little  helpless  unseeing  baby  except  two 
expensive  private  institutions! 

(  hit  of  her  indignation  over  the  injus- 
tice of  it  was  born  the  first  idea  of  the 
Sunshine  Branch  for  blind  babies. 


The  situation  was  hard,  but  she  saw  her 
duty  and  stood  her  ground.  Blind  babies 
must  have  a  home  in  the  world ;  there 
seemed  no  one  else  to  find  it.  Her  own 
charming  little  home  was  not  equipped  to 
take  in  even  one  little  patient,  so  -dle 
rented  a  Hat  and  hired  a  trained  nurse. 
The  next  week  she  was  told  that  there 
was  a  blind  baby  at  an  East  Side  mission 
that  she  could  have.  Then  she  began  to 
find  them,  in  almshouses,  in  poverty- 
stricken  homes,  in  institutions  for  the  fee- 
ble-minded— anywhere  that  they  could  be 
unofficially  shoved  "out  of  sight. 

After  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  Blind  Babies  was  formally 
chartered  there  was  no  money  to  run  it. 
The  fight  was  long  and  hard  to  make  the 
world  understand  that  this  work  was  not 
a  fad,  but  a  great  and  beautiful  duty  to 
be  fulfilled.  After  four  years'  struggle 
a  law  was  passed  giving  official  recogni- 
tion to  the  needs  of  blind  babies,  a  law 
that  other  states  are  copying  for  the  wel- 
fare  of  other  blind  babies. 

From-  this  work,  into  which  goes  the 
best  of  her  energy,  her  time  and  her 
money,  Mrs.  Alden  receives  the  com- 
pensation of  knowing  she  stood  her 
ground  and  did  her  duty.  She  made  her 
fight  and  won.  and  the  victory  means 
thousands  of  happier,  healthier  babies.  At 
Summit,  N.  J.,  and  in  Brooklyn.  X.  Y.. 
are  homes  in  which  many  eager  little 
hands  are  held  out,  many  pairs  of  unsee- 
ing" eyes  turn  when  the  sound  of  Mrs.  Al- 
den's  cheery  voice  is  heard.  They  call  her 
the  "  Sunshine  Mother."  Looking  with 
her  own  far-seeing  eyes  over  the  eager, 
happy  faces,  in  the  heart  of  the  great 
woman  there  rises  up  a  feeling  of  con- 
tentment. This  alone  is  a  sufficiently 
great  reward  for  any  sacrifice. 


ho 
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The  work  of  the  Southern  Division  New 
York  State,  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety ti;is  been  assisted  during  the 
past  few  years  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Sunshine  Emergency  Branch  in  Brooklyn 
of  which  -Mrs.  jedvard  G.  Entwisle  is  pre- 
sident. At  the  recent  Sunshine  Winter 
Carnival  giv  in  by  the  tiny  tois  c<  the 
Branch,  Sunshine  members  and  their 
friends  were  delightfully  entertained;  and 
the  children  ri  which  was  sent  in 
as  their   semi-annual    offering   for   the   work. 

As   tl  of   i  liis   Branch   is  largely 

centered  In  the  blind  babies,  although  the 
members    respond    to    every    emergency    call 


sent      to      the      Branch,      their     little      blind 

friends     were     given     a     generous     share     of 

as    (it    the    -  i.      The 

v.ili     be     used     in     the.     emergency 

work    of    the    Southern    Divi 


During  the  severe  cola  weather  that  has 
been  with  us  for  the  past  few  weeks,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Good  Cheer  Department, 
Mrs.  Byron  E.  Mead,  has  been  able  to 
have  her  department  made  the  means  of 
practical  cheer  to  maniy  who  were  suffering 
from   the   severe   weather. 

One  family  where  there  are  eight  chil- 
dren, was  without  sufficient  food  untid 
Sunshine  learned  of  the  need,  and  re- 
sponded   to    the    call    for    neip, 

A  section  of  the  city  in  which  many 
families  were  without  proper  clothing,  and 
where  children  had  to  be  kept  from  school 
because  of  insufficient  garments  suitable 
for  the  severe  cold,  was  made  to  learn 
the  practical  help  of  Sunshine  through 
the  contents  of  a  barret  )  that  contained 
garments  of  all   kinds  and   a  lot  of  shoes. 

Men  out  of  work  and  many  of  them 
homeless,  w  ere  given  new  courage  and 
hope  through  the  warm  clothing  that 
Sunshine    provided   for   them. 

A  barrel  filled  with  warm  coats  was  sent 
to  a  Sunshine  committee  in  one  of  the 
boroughs  of  this  great  city,  for  distribution 
among    working    women. 

One  of  our  Sunshine  friends  who  never 
gives  her  name,  realizing  the  needs  of  ^this 
trying  cold,  brought  a  pretty  down  quilt 
to  Sunshine  Headquarters,  to  be  passed  on 
to  a  home  that  would  be  benefited  by  such 
a  gift. 

These  are  some  of  the  activities  of  our 
Good  Cheer  Department  through  which 
practical  cheer,  help  and  hope  arc  ea-rted 
to  many  a  heart  and  home  that  requires 
its  practical  help  and  the  gladness  of  its 
cheer. 


Washington's  birthday  was  celebrated  at 
the  Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  with  a  children's  party.  Ten 
JJ*||^J!riendswere  invited  by  the  Homu 
^TTm^W^ff^H^^^^ie  festivities  w.tn  tuem. 
The  little  guests^^rived  at  6:30  in  the 
evening,  and  were  delighted  with  the  pret- 
tily decorated  table  that  was  laden  with 
all  sorts  of  good  things  to  eat,  among 
which  were  some  spl»rfdid  chocolates  that 
had  been  sent  to  the  Home  by  a  friend  in 
the    neighborhood. 

Refreshments  were  served  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  party  as  it  was  thought  such 
an  arrangement  would  be  better  for  the 
little  folks,  and  a  longer  time  would  be 
ved  for  them  to  wear  the  pretty  paper 
caps  that  came  with  their  motto  favors. 
The  children  all  looked  quaint  and  pretty 
in  these  caps.  One,  with  her  fancy  head- 
dress resembled  Hiawatha,  arid  a  tall  girl 
reminded    one    ql    Queen    Elizabeth. 

After  the.  refreshments  had  been  fully 
enjoyed  and  the  first  excitement  of  the 
mottoes  had  passed,  each  child  was  pre- 
sented with  a  small  hatchet  as  a  reminder 
of  the  great  man  in  whose  honor  the  holi- 
day was  being  observed.  These  were  pin- 
ned on  the  children  and  worn  until  all 
the    fun    was    over. 

Then  followed  games  and  dancing.  It 
was  noticeable  that  the  blind  chlldrei1 
danced  with  much  more  ease  and  grace 
than  they  they  did  when  these  parties 
were  inaugurated  early  in  the  (autumn.  One 
little  girl  for  whom  any  new  line  of  in- 
struction is  difficult  to  grasp  proved  con- 
clusively that  the  parties  were  of  great 
importance    in   the   Home    training  when    she 


■was  seen  to  approach,  entirely  of  her  own 
free  will,  one  of  the  older  girls  and  with 
a  graceful  courtesy  that  would  have  done 
justice  to  a  Chesterfield  say,  "Miss  Bess 
Bel  sey  will  vou  condescend  to  honor  me 
with  a  dance  V  Miss  Betsey  with  equal 
grace  "condescended,"  and  the  two 
.■joined  in  the  general  laughter  as  they 
danced    delightedly    about    the    room. 

At  9.30  the  party  was  declared  over  and 
the  guests  were  escorted  to  their  respec- 
tive homes  while  the  blind  children  were 
being    tucked    snugly    into    bed. 

Now  the  children  are  looking  forward  to 
,St  Patrick's  Day,  for  it  means  another 
natty  for  them,  and  they  are  wondering 
what  kind  of  a  souvenir  will  mark  the 
occasion.  These  souvenirs  are  prized  very 
highly  by  the  blind  babies,  and  are  cared 
for  very  tenderly  by  them.  One  of  the 
chiKlren  has  each  of  the  souvlners  that 
have  been  presented  throughout  the  sea- 
son at  these  monthly  and  holiday  parties; 
and  another  child  was  he*art-broken  when 
the  paper  tassel  came  off  of  his  souvenir 
cap. 
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GUTS  OUT  MONEY  FOR 
SUNSHINE  CHILDREN 


Commissioner  Delaney  Prunes  $12,775  Asked  for  Care  of 
Thirty-five  Youngsters  in  Charge  of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden's  Society— Carmody  Holds  It  Has  No  Legal  Right  to 
Take  Dependents,  and  Act  Constitutes  a  Misdemeanor— 
Not  Protected  by  Special  Law—Action,  It  Is  Said,  Will 
Stir  Up  a  Hornets'  Nest. 


ALBANY,  March  20. — The  International  Sunshine 
Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  is  president, 
and  which  maintains  a  home  for  Mind  hahies  and  a  sanitarium 


>r  invalids  In  Brooklyn.,  received  a  jolt  to-day  when  the  de- 
tils  of  the  budget  of  Commissioner  John  H.  Delaney,  of  the 
epartment  of  Efficiency  and  Economy,  became  known.  The 
ommissioner  has  ignored  a  demand  of  the  Sunshine  Society 
>r  an  appropriation  of  $12,775  for  the  support  of  thirty-five 
ind  pupils  at  a  per  capita  cost  of  $365  per  year.  Incidentally 
ie  report  of  Commissioner  Delaney  stirred  up  what  is  likely 
prove  a  hornet's  nest. 

An    appropriation    of    $10,0  50    was 
made  for  the  organization  last  year, 
t  was  stated,  and  it  was  expected  an 
ppropriation    would    be    made    this 
year.      Mrs.    Alden    and    her    friends 
had    the    law    changed    several    years 
ago   for   the  benefit  of  the   Sunshine 
Society.         However,      Commissioner 
Delaney's      eye      caught      the      item 
among  the  appropriations  submitted  j 
to- him.      He  pruned  it  and  as  a  re- 
sult  the   Legislature    may    not    make 
the  appropriation  desired   and    a  big 
row  may  result. 

Report  on  Sunshine  Society. 
The   section    of    Commissioner    De- 
laney's   budget    report    in    which    he 
deals  with  the  appropriation  lor  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  made 
interesting  reading.  It  was  as  follows: 
••Recommendation     by     the     Depart- 
ment of  Efficiency  and   Economy  on 
application  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society— The  International  Sun- 
Shine   Society   makes   application   for 
the   sum   of    912,775    for   the   support 
instruction    of    thirty-five    blind 
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pupils  at   a   per  capita   cost   of    So 
per  year. 

"Ry  Chapter  60,  of  the  Daws  of  1912, 
which  amended  the  education  law.  the 
International  Sunshine  Society.  Brook- 
lyn home  for  blind,  crippled  and  de- 
tective children,  was  included  among 
the  institutions  qualified  to  receive 
t  tind  babies  and  children  for  Instruc- 
tion and  support,  ar.d  in  1913  an  ap- 
propriation of  $10,950  was  made  for  the 
■.■it  and  Instruction  yf  thirty 
pupils  at  ?36a  per  year. 

"The  State  Board  of  Chari'.ics  has 
begun  an  investigation  into  the  man- 
agement and  conduct  of  the  Sunshine 
Society  and  the  institution  it.  operate?. 
TuJs  examination  is  not  yet  complet- 
ed. It  followed  and  grew  out  of  an 
examination  made  by  the  Board  of 
charities  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

"Charges  have  been  made  regarding 
the   financial   matters   connected   with 


.  ,,.  anfi  the  institution.  and 
Y'e  Thk  examination  it  developed 
?£  ittorneySeral  Thomas  Car- 
"v'had  written  an  opinion  to  cotm- 
«?  fo?  tt*r  institution  advising  him 
Ihat  children  under  I-  >eare  couia 
not  i 08 alb'  »c  received  in  the  insti- 
tution. 

Home  Without  Authority. 

•Tin*   letter  is  to   be   found    in   the 
oOlcial   minutes   of   the   hearing,   and 

i^^^?^;t'maU^^:earefu1,investi- 

and  helpful  deed?,  and  to^h.sbrm» 

^'.SS*  Pos^lhle  Sro?    hearts 
greatest    pos.  iok  certificate  at 

proval   of  tlie  •■{.;l  „  r    annexed 

IieS    ?"*?  have     0T0  the  conclu- 
thereto,  1  .ha^enCot  authorized  to  es- 

$$!  rSStS  tMon  may  be 
^tS^oftK^shipcor- 

^""'"-'-•rT'Soration^i- 
Vi^aUn^er    purpose,  th.   -e 

^i^featfBoa^rCh^ 

T;0  'endorsed  thereon  or  an- 

p"x« 

Misdemeanor.  Says  Law. 

the    Penal    Code. 

*  '  *      Not 

heinja  r  the  poorr  " 

^xfrintehden  ^f"f for  the 

ln  writings*  to  do  from  the 
VorHeaithof^cit,^ 

-    e  fv!  cV  or    kept     rec 

]      the     aBe    ui 

wards,    without 
.   .   -   «    ta'Biuity 

of  a  misuewiearjer, 

■  'No  institution  shall  he  incor- 
porated for  any  of  the  purposes i  pro- 
vided in  this  section,  except  with ,  the 
written  consent  and  approbation  of 
a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon 
the  certificate  in  writing  of  th<* 
Ftate   Board   of   Charities,    approving 


itiiri 


of    the    organization    and    incorpora- 
tion  of  such  institution.' 

"The    International    Sunshine    So- 
ciety,   as    I   am   informed    by   its   by- 
]:i\vs,  receives,  boards  and  keeps  rhil- 
t'ren  under   the  age  of  twelve  years; 
that  is  to  say.  undertake?  to  receive 
al    its   hornet    PhiHIren    from   birth    to 
ae  of  eight  through  the  estab- 
lishment  of   the    Arthur   Homo,    and 
!ras  not  the  approval  of  the  State 
lioard   of  Charities,  so  to  do  violates 
provisions  of  the  statute.  While 
its  purposes  are  praiseworthy  and  the 
it    is   doing-  commendable,    still, 
the  statute  not  having  been  complied 
Kith,  Uie  corporation  is  williout  tiiis 
power    to    keep    the    children    under 
the  age  of  twelve  years. 

1   have  not  omitted  examination     n 
Chaptei      UO    of    the    laws    of     1918, 
which     provides     in     substance     that 
blind  babies  and  children   of  the  age 
of  twelve  years  and  under  and   pos- 
sessing   the    necessary    qualifications 
rescribed  in   the  education   law  arc 
ligible     to     appointment,     as     State 
upils  in  one  of  the  homes  for  blind 
abies    and    children    maintained    by 
aid    society,    and    that   appointments 
re    authorized    to    be    made    by    th^e 
ommissioner  of  KJucation. 
"But  I   do  not  construe  this  section 
as   extending   the   corporate    purpose:-; 
of    this    corporation:    nor    do    I    think 
that    the    Legislature    recognized    the 
right  of  this  corporation  to   maintain 
homes  for  the  care  of  children  undei 
the  age     of  12     years  in     violation  of 
be.  lion  11  of  the  membership  corpora- 
tion   law,    Section   482  •   of     the     penal 
iaw." 

Would   Retype   Appropriation. 

•  The  State  Board  of  Charities  has 
not  endorsed  or  countersigned  the 
certificate  of  either  of  the  institu- 
tions operated  by  the  international 
society  and  therefore  has  not  given 
its  consent  or  approval  to  the  prop- 
osition to  legalize  this  lnstjfc*'i.ion  as 
a  place  for  committment.  ft  i 
clearly  illegal  for  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  to  receive  any  pu- 
pils, it  is  recommended  that  no  ap- 
propriation, be  made.'" 


.Mrs.   Alden's  Comment. 

When       .Mrs.       Cynthia       We 
m  was  asked  about  tin 
Commissioner  pelaney  in  cutting  out 
of   the   budget   the   money   asked    for 
the   maintenance   of   the   children    in 
charge  of  the  International  Sunshine 
iv.   she  said  : 
"We.    cannot     support    the    chiiuren 


without  money.    W*  will  be  compelled 
to    return    them.     It   -would    be   a 
state,   as   it  involves   the  lives  of  the 
children.      The    State    has    marlr 
other   provision  for  blind  babies  and 
there  would  be  no  other  place  where 
they   could    be    taken.     I    am    sure    if, 
Mr.  Delaney  understood  this  he  wou'd  , 
not    hay*    taken    the    action    he 
The    children    would    have    to    g 
homes,  almshouses  and  the  like."' 

ording  to  Miss  Grace  McMillen, 
superintendent  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
Sunshine  Home.  1255  Eighty-fourth 
street,  Bath  Beach,  there  are  now 
thirty-four  children  at  the  institution. 
The  youngest  of  these  is  S  months  old. 
There  arc  about  nine  or  ten  between 
the  ages  of  8  months  and  4  years. 
Most  of  the  others  are  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  8  years.  Children  are 
not  received  over  8  years  old. 
present  there  are  five  or  six  between 
the  ages  of  8  and  16.  Ji 

HEAD  OF  BLEpjBABIES' 
O*  HOME  AT  BATH  BEACH 


MRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER   \LDEX 
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BMIS' 
HOME  GETS  NO 
STATEJflONEY? 

Commissioner  Deianey 

Reports  Against  Bath 

Beach  Institution. 


WANTED  $12,775 


Senate  Not  Likely  to  Agree 
to  Appropriation  as  Sug- 
gested. 


to  the  Brooklyn  Tiit)*a. ) 
ALBANY,  March  20.— Inspection  of  the 
new  tentative  Senate  budget  gave  a  shock. 
to  some  Brooklynites  to-day.  They  dis- 
covered that  Commissioner  John  H.  De- 
ianey, of  Brooklyn,  and  head  of  the  De- 
partment of  Efficiency  and  Economy,  hart 
recommended  no  appropriation  for  the 
International    Sunshine    Society. 

The  organization  has  a  big  struct  . 
Bath  Beach  and  its  president  is  Mrs. 
thia   "Westover   Alden.     An    approp 
of    $10,950    was    made    for    the    organiza- 
tion last  yea",   it  was  stated  to-du: 
it   was   expected   a   similar   sum    was    t" 
be    given    this     year. 

Mrs.  Alden  and  her  friends  secured  a 
change  in  the  law  several  years  ago. 
It  was  expected  the  appropriation  wouM 


be  made  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  the 
eagle  eye  of  Delaney  caught  the  item. 
As  a.  result  the  Senate  may  not  make  the 
appropriation  and  a  big  row  may  occur. 

Not    only    did    Delaney    recommend    no 
action,    but    he    wrote    something    which' 
stirred   up  a  hornet's  nest,     rollowlng  is 
an  extract  from  Commissioner  Delaney's 
report: 

"The  International  Sunshine  Society- 
makes  application  for  the  sum  of  $12,77.'. 
for  the  support  and  instruction  of  thl 
five  blind  pupils  at  a  per  capita  cost  of 
$365  per  year.  By  Chapter  GO  of  the  laws 
of  1912,  which  amended  the  Education 
law,  the  International  law,  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  Brooklyn  Home 
for  Blind,  Crippled  and  Defective 


made  for  the  support  and  instruction  of 
30  pupils  at  $365  per  year." 

"The  State  Board  of  Charities  has  be- 
gun an  investigation  into  tJ)e  manage- 
ment and  conduct  of  the  Sunshine  Society 
and  the  institution  it  operates.  This 
examination  is  not  yet  completed.  It 
followed  and  grew  out  of  an  examination 
made  by  the  Board  of  Charities  of  tha 
State  of  New  Jersey. 

Charges  have  been  made  regarding  the 
financial  mtters  connected  with  the 
society  and  the  institution,  and  during 
the  examination  it  developed  that  At- 
torney General  Thomas  Carmody  had 
written  an  opinion  to  the  counsel  for 
the  institution,  advising  him  that  < 
dren  under  twelve  years  could  not  legally 
be   received    in    the    institution. 

This  letter  is  In  parr  as  follows; 

"After   making  a  careful   investigation 
of  the  International   Sunshine  Society,  a 
corporation,  incorporated  under  the  mew 
bership    corporation    law,   Slaving  for 
Dbjects  the  followintg:    To  incite  its  in.. 
3ers  to  the  performance  of  kind  and  h< 
Jul  deeds,  and  to  thus  bring  the  sun^hin.' 
)f    happiness    into    the    greatest   possible 
number  of  hearts  and  homes,  and  which 
certificate    at    the    time    of   riling    in    the 
Secretary   of  State's  office  did  not   have 
bhe  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Ch;s 
ties  endorsed  thereon  or  annexed  thereto, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  It  ?fe 
not  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  home  for  blind  habit- 

The  technical  objections  arc  elaborated 
on  the  Attorney-General's  opinion  at  some 
length. 

Continuing,   Mr.   l5elaney   .said: 

"The  State  Board  of  Charities  ha: 
endorsed    or    countersigned    t he    cert 
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of  the  institutions  operated 
International  Sunshine  Society 
therefore,  has  not  given  its  consent  o^ 
approval  to  the  proposition  to  legalize- 
this  institution  as  a  place  for  commit- 
ment. It  being  clearly  illegal  for  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  to  re- 
ceive any  pupils,  it  is  recommended 
that   no   appropriation    be   made.'' 
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PUSiABEVG  FOR  AiPPROPRIATIOx 

i^fere.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  pre, 
li^it      general    of   the     Internation 
fiunshine  society,  has  written  to  mer 
TOfs   of  the  Assembly  complaining 
the  action  of  Commissioner  Delaney 
the  department  of  efficiency  and  eco 
omy    in    recommending    that    an    a 
yopriation   of   $8,000   for   the  socie 
be   cut   out.     Mrs.    Alden  says   that 
law    passed    in    1912    sent    Protests 
blind   babies  to   the   Sunshine   soci< 
and  Catholic  bluyLhabies  to  the  Ca» 
olic  homes.     j?^nat  time  the  soci< 
applied  for  an  extension   of  its  ch 
ter.     The  extension  was   approved 
the   attorney   general   and  a  judge 
the      Supreme     Court,    but   the    st 
board   of  charities    has    not    yet    : 
proved  the  proposed  extension  of  ' 
corporate  powers  of  the  society. 

"We    have   quite   a   number    of 
bies  in   our  care,"   Mrs.  Alden  wril 
"and   until    the    state   board    does 
we  trust  the  budget  will  not  be  int 
fered  with." 
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Nell(e>€.  C.  Furman,  Secretary 

of  the  Sunshine  Branch, 

Issues  Statement. 


SCORES    STATE    CHARITIES. 


Dyker  Heights  Home  Not  Af- 
fected by  Delaney's  Action. 


Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  secretary  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind,  issued  a  statement  yes- 
terday with  reference  to  the  actidh  of 
<  'ommissioner  Delaney  in  cutting  out 
the  State  apropriation  for  blind 
babies.     The  statement  says  in  part: 

"I  desire  to  explain  that  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  ai 
Dyker  Height?,  has  no  State  children 
Snder  its  care,  and  therefore  does 
3ot  receive  State  moneys.  Much  as 
the  home  would  like  to  provide  for 
all    blind    chil  limited    ca- 

pacity has  made  it  necessary  to  give 
the  city  blind  children  first  choice, 
and   they  fill   the  home. 

•'The  Branch  for  the  Blind  has  ii 
own  incorporation,  and  is  under  th< 
management  of  its  own  board  of  di- 
rectors. The  action  of  Commissioner 
Delaney  unfortunately  affects  the 
Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies  at 
Summit,  INT.  J.,  which  is  maintaineu 
through  the  Department  of  the  Blind 
vf  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety. 

'Members   of   the   General    Si 
cannot   understand    why   such  actio 
should    be    taken,    for    it    has 
plied     with    all    the    requirements    < 
The    law.       When    its    work    for 
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blind  grew  to  include  the  Arthur 
Home,  it  applied  fcr  an  extension  of 
ita  corporate  purposes  although  in- 
formed that  the  present  corporate 
powers  covered  the  work  for  the 
blind   babies. 

"That  application  is  now  before  the 
State  Board  of  Charities,  which  has 
not  concluded  its  investigation  of  the 
society.  For  some  reason  the  Board 
of  Charities  does  not  approve  of  edu- 
cating blind  children,  for  it  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  bill  to' amend  the 
State  education  laws  to  include  them. 

■'Why    the    board    should    have    ap- 
posed such  a  bill  or  the  work  o" 
viding  proper  care  of  the  baby   .■ 
we   do   not    know.     "VVe    would   ra 
expect  it  to  assist  in  a  work  that  la 
capable   of  largely   solving   the   prob- 
lem of  the  adult  blind. 

"Since  the  passage  of  the  bill  of 
1912  State  children  have  been^  rer 
ceived  a  the  \r;hur  liore  anJ  State 
money  has  been  paid  to  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society  for  their 
care  and  training.  If  through  the 
action  of  Commissioner  Delaney  the 
seventeen  children  now  under  ap- 
pointment through  the  State  Board 
of  Education  to  the  society  are  un- 
supported, they  will  have  to  be  re- 
turned by  the  society — and  to  what? 
Some  came  from  almshouses,  homes 
and  parents  too  poor  to  care  for 
them.  If  they  are  returned,  many 
will  meet  the  same  fate  as  the  little 
boy  who,  through  the  Board  of 
Charities,  had  to  be  returned  to.  his 
parents.  Too  poor  to  care  for  him, 
they  had- to  have  him  sent  to  the 
\sland,  and  the  little  fellow  is  now 
lead.  If  the  Commissioner  really 
understood  the  real  facts,  could  he 
doom  these  seventeen  children  toj 
the  possibility  of  a  like  fate?"      _^S 
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DYKER  HOME  NOT  AFFECTED. 

Failure  of  Sunshine  Society  to    Get 

State  Appropriation  Has  Tfo  Bear- 
er' ing   on   the  Institution. 

Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Purman,  secretary  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch  for 
the  Kind  at  Dyke r  Heights,  in  a  state- 
ment T^Wh^'saysthat  Commissioner  of 
Efficiency  and  Economy  John  H.  De- 
laney's  action  in  not  setting  aside  the 
regular  appropriation  for  the  Interna- 
tional  Sunshine  Society,   In   the  tentative 


Senate   budget,    does    not    affect    1 
ganization. 

Mrs.  Furman  points  out  that  there  are 
no  State  blind  children  at  .  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home,  on  account  of  the  laxg* 
number  of  city  blind.  She  alao  calls  at; 
tention  to  the  fact  that  if  the  society 
is  deprived  of  the  State  appropriation  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  blind  babies  in 
the  Arthur  Home  at  Summit,  >T.  J,,  the 
children  will  have  to  be  returned  to  the 
almshouses  and  families  in  this  State 
where  they  will  not  have  the 
of  receiving  &a  educatia 
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SUNSHINE  BRANCH  PROSPERS 


Annual  Meeting  of  Section  That 
Cares  tor  Blin/T 

Brooklyn  was  well  represented  at  the 
ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Branch  fdr-iJhJa.Blind, 
held  all  day  yesterday  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  society,  96  Fifth  ave- 
nue, Manhattan.  This  branch  main- 
tains the  Dyker  Heights  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  in  this  borough,  and  the 
home  at  Summit,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Theodore 
F.  Seward,  president  of  the  branch 
presided.  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
secretary  read  her  report  and  that  of 
the  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Campbell, 
showed  that  all  bills  were  paid  and  a 
comfortable  balance  in  the  treasury. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Dyker 
Heights  property  is  now  worth  $50,000. 
There  are  two  buildings,  with  an  in- 
firmary and  a  kindergarten.  The 
property  takes  up  nine  lots,  and  there 
are  no  debts  on  it.  There  are  twenty  - 
four  children  at  the  home  now,  all 
committed  by  the  city,  and  paid  for 
at  the  rate  of  %1  a  day. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  re- 
ported for  the  membership  committee. 
Since  the  home  was  established,  there 
have  been  cared  for  in  it,  113  children, 
and  in  ten  years  there  have  been  but 
seven  deaths.  Mrs.  Alden  also  read 
the  report  of  the  house  doctor,  Dr. 
Adams.  This  report  showed  an  excep- 
tional lack  of  illness  among  the  chil- 
dren, due,  according  to  the  doctor,  to 
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the  superior  help  kept  by  the  man- 
agement. The  superintendent  of  the 
Blind  Babies  Home,  Mrs.  Grace  Mc- 
Millan, is  a  graduate  nurse  from  Lon- 
don, where  she  had  special  training 
■with  children.  She  also  made  a  re- 
port. 

Some  of  tie  members  of  the  board 
present  were  Mrs.  Benjamin  Lawrencj 
Mrs.  Helen  Lindsay,  Mrs.  May  Jr. 
Beattv  and  Mrs.  Augustus  Boswo*n, 
the  music  teacher,  who  also  made  *re- 
port.  f 
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Fin^Prsgramme    Under  Aus- 
|  pices  of  Emergency  Branch 
of  Southern  Division. 


FUNDS    FOR    BLIND    BABIES. 


Graduation   a!   Dyker   Heights 
Home  on  June  26. 


1  The  sunshine  spring  carnival,  given 
tinder  the  auspices  of  the  Sunshine- 
Emergency  Branch  of  the  Southern 
Division,  Xew  York  State  Sunshine 
Society,  at  Good  Counsel  Hall,  Madi- 
eon  street,  near  Patchen  avenue,  last 
evening,  proved  to  be  a  most  credit- 
able production.  The  entertainment 
Was  given  by  small  children  ranging 
tfrom  4  to  10  years  old,  all  of  whom 
had  been  coached  and  trained  by 
"Mrs.  Edward  G.  Entwisle,  with  the 
•assistance  of  her  two  daughters.  This 
•entertainment  started  the  seventeenth 
'year  of  the  Sunshine  w#rk. 


The  proceeds  will  go  toward  help- 
ing to  support  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies  in  Dyker  Heights. 
In  tjM^MrfituIion  the  blind  children 
of  im^verrsrre%  mothers  of  Brooklyn 
are  cared  for  until  they  are  able  to 
enter  the  classes  for  the  blind  in  the 
•public  schools. 

After  the  performance,  Mrs.  Nellie 
Tuiman  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  on 
the  work  of  the  society.  She  an- 
nounced that  the  annual  graduation 
exercises  of  the  Dyker  Heights  Home 
this  year  would  be  held  on  Friday, 
'June  26,  at  the  home,  Eighty-sixth 
'fctreet  and  Third  avenue,  and  also 
that  on  that  date  the  new  playground 
v<ould  be  opened.  Dancing  followed 
the  entertainment. 

The  programme  last  night  was  as 
follows:  Piano  solo.  Winifred  John- 
Son;  address,  Mrs.  Nellie  C.  Furman; 
Alma  and  Marshal  Dennenholz,  spe- 
cialties; Eva  Berg,  bon  ton  dance; 
Olyve  Schenck  and  Anna  Murtha, 
'double  dance;  Adrienne  and  Helen 
Jankelson,  fancy  dancing;  Horter.se 
Seliger,  fairy  dance;  Nellie  and  Mar- 
gie Mayer,  fairy  dance  and  fling: 
•Entwlsle  Sisters,  specialties;  Jessie 
Bave  and  Ruth  Byrne,  fancy  dance; 
'Celia  Schwartz,  Castinett  dancer; 
IMildred  Gotterer,*  skirt  dance;  Olyve 
Schenck,  toe  dance  and  song,  "On  the 
Shores  of  Italy";  Henrietta  Lecht- 
roan,  Oxford  dance;  Anna  Murtha,  toe 
"dance;  exhibition  of  hesitation;  danc- 
ers, Thomas  Mullen.  Annette  Renner, 
Celia  Schwartz,  Lillian  Kushin,  Jesse 
Bave,  Victoria  Gilpin.  Estelle  Lee, 
Olyve  Schenck,  Blanche  Pollock,  Nan- 
nett  Acker,  Sophia  Lehmnan  and 
'jvellie  Mayer;  Entwisle  Sisters  and 
Star  Chorus,  "I've  got  everything  I 
want  but  you,"  chorus,  Lillian 
Kushin,  Ethel  V.  Brown,  Olyve 
Schenck,  Annette  Rener,  Nannett 
Acker.  Celia  Schwartz;  Sophie  Leh- 
man and  Victoria  Gilpin,  Imitators; 
Antonette  Ringk,  whirl  wind  dance; 
T^thel  V.  Brown,  toe  dance;  Ethel 
Rhodehouse,  wing  dance;  Leona 
P.ernsteln,  specialties:  Nannett  Acker 
and  Tambourine  Chorus,  Hortense 
Seliger,  Jessie  Bave,  Kathyrne  Platte, 
Anna  Murtha,  Thomas  Mullen,  An- 
Siette  Remer,  Blanche  Pollock,  Marie 
Caress,  Edwinna  Colville  and  Hen- 
rietta Leehtman;  Lillian  Kushin,  toe 
dance  and  song,  "It's  the  Wonderful 
,Way  Tou  Love";  Entwisle  Sisters  and 
Adrian  Bave,  "In  the  Valley  of  the 
Moon";  Marion  Kozlow,  specialties: 
Annette  Remer,  Thomas  Mullen,  spe- 
cialties; Nannett  Acker,  French  dance 
ard  song,  "Every  one  in  town  loves 
my  boy";  Scotch  dancers,,  Hortense 
Seliger,  Thomas  Mullen,  Xannett 
Acker,  Blanche  Pollock.  Ethel  Rhode- 
house;  final  ensemble,  "Farmer  in  the 
Dell." 
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CARMODY  MAY 
MOVE  AGAINST 
SUNSHINERS 

Committee's     Report     Into 

Methods  of  Society  Nearly 

Ready. 


MAY  URGE  REPEAL 

kOF  ITS  CHARTER 
uiry  Followed  Exposure  in 
"Evening  Sun"  of  Various 
Irregularities. 


The  affairs  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia 
■Westover  Alden  is  president,  are  likely 
to  he  in  the  hands  of  Attorney-General 
Carmody  before  many  days. 

On  June  16  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties will  receive  a  report  from  its  spe- 
cial committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  society  after  its  financial  irregulari- 
ties, its  misrepresentations,  its  misap- 
propriations and  neglect  of  blind  babies 
w.-ere  revealed  by  The  Evening  Sun. 


The  special  committee  that  is  fram- 
ing the  report  consists  of  "William  R. 
Stewart,  chairman;  Herman  Ridder  and 
Dr.  J.  Richard  Kevin,  all"  of  New  York, 
where  the  society's  most  extensive 
operations  have  been.  There  have  been 
fourteen  lively  hearings  at  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  Office  in  Xew  York. 
Mrs.  Alden  has  been  present  at  a  good 

imany  of  these.'  She  has  been  repre- 
eented  by  Martin  W.  Littleton,  or  his 
associates,  at  all  of  these  meetings,  and 
the  lawyers  have  made  a  hard  fight  to 
clear  the  organization  of  the  serious 
charges  against  it. 

Just  how  severely  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  will  deal  with  the  society  it 
is  impossible  to  learn  at  this  time.  But 
it  has  been  a  forgone  conclusion  since 
the  society's  involved  affairs  became 
public  that  as  soon  as  the  board  has 
submitted  its  report  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral iwill  be  obliged  to  press  the  case 
against  the  society.  If  the  Attorney- 
General  takes  up  the  matter  it  will  be 
to  force  the  society  to  make  restitution 
of  misappropriated  funds  and  probably 
to  have  the  Sunshine  charter  revoked 
on  the  ground  that  the  methods  of  the 
.society  have  been  improper  and  its  ac- 
tivities undesirable. 

Inquiry    Most    Thorough. 

Robert  W.  Hebberd  was  asked  con- 
cerning the  report  to-aay  and  he  said: 

'It  would  be  improper  at  this  time 
to  reveal  the  contents  of  the  report. 
There  have  been  fouirtlien  hearings. 
Mrs.  Alden  has  been  properly  repre- 
sented at  all  of  these.  The  investigation 
of  the  society's  books  and  its  affairs  has 
been  most  thorough.  The  final  report 
h^ws  been  delayed  because  so  many 
hearings  were  necessary  and  it  was  im- 
possible always  for  Mrs.  Alden's  repre- 
sentatives and  the  board's  committee  to 
find  dates  convenient  for  both." 

("Does  the*  committee  find  that  the 
mismanaged  affairs  of  the  society  have 
resulted  in  graft?''  was  asked. 

"The    report    will    set    forth    all    the 
facts/'  was  the  answer. 
Asked    to   Account   for   *1  .OOO.OOO. 

What  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety has  been  asked  to  do  in  the  course 
of  the  State  Board's  investigation  is  to 
account  for  the  11,000,000,  which  Mrs. 
Aiden  admitted  the  society  had  col- 
lected in  the  name  of  blind  babies.     One 
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of  the  most  striking  examples'"?)*'  the 
society's  mismanagements  and  misap- 
propriations is  in  the  case  of  the  Henry 
Howard  Paul  endowed  bed  for  needle- 
women. 

Henry  Howard  Paul  died  in  London 
and  left  a  bequest  of  $5,000  for  the  use 
of  women  who  earned  their  living  by 
sewing.  The  Sunshine  Society  informed 
the  counsel  for  this  estate  that  they 
were  qualified  to  accept  and  administer 
this  endowment  and  he  thereupon 
turned  th&  money  over  to  the  society 
after  it  was  agreed  to  hold  the  fund  for 
the  specified  purpose.  The  bed  was 
never  founded  by  the  society  as  agreed, 
and  when  Mrs.  A!den  was  asked  what 
disposition  had  been  made  of  the  money, 
she  made  r.he  same  answer  that  she 
was  obliged  to  make  numerous  timesj 
under  cross-examination: 

"Why,  we  have  spent  it  long  since."    I 


Report  on  Sunshine 
Funds  Out  June  16 

Committee    to    Throw    Light    on    Al- 
5d  Mismanagement  of  Society. 

irfght  on  the  disposition  of  $1,000,000 
collected  in  New  York  by  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  ostensibly 
for  the  care  of  blind  babies,  will  re- 
sult from  the  rojTOff'on'  June  16  of  a 
committee  of  investigation  headed  by 
■William  R.  Stewart. 

Fourteen  hearing's,  at  which  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westqi-er  Allen,  president  of 
the  society,  has  been  represented,  have 
been  held.  Under  authority  from  th. 
Attorney  General,  the  State  Board  < 
Charities  will  receive  the  report  ar 
suggest  further  action  if  necessarj 
Mismanagement  of  the  society's  a| 
fairs  is  charged. 
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RAP  MRS.  ALDEN 
AND  HOME  FOR 
BLIND  BABIES 
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Stale  Charities  Board  Wants 
Sunshine  Society's  Char- 
ter Annulled. 


PRESIDENTS  DELICATE' 

DEALS  MENTIONED 


Management   of   Funds   in 
Some  Cases  Without 


Warrant  of  Law. 


The  International  Sunshine  Society, 
together  with  its  President  General, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  of  Crop- 
sey  avenue,  are  vigorously  condemned 
in  a  report  submitted  by  the  special 
committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  appointed  to  investigate  the 
case.  The  State  Board  has  unani- 
mously adopted  the  report. 

"Loose  and  careless  and,  in  some 
cases,  without  warrant  of  law,"  are 
the  terms  applied  to  the  management 
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of  the  funds  of  the  society.  Addition- 
al powers  sought  by  the  society  are 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  cor- 
poration "is  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  moneys." 
General  condemnation  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  society's  enterprises  is  ex- 
pressed and  restitution  of  funds  is  de- 
manded in  some  cases. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  which 
is  composed  of  Commissioners  Will- 
iam R.  Stewart,  Herman  Ridder,  J. 
Richard  eKvin  and  Horace  McGuire, 
is  submitted  to  Attorney  General  Car- 
mody  with  recommendations  which 
may  result  in  the  annulment  of  the 
society's  present  charter.  The  Board 
finds  that  the  corporation  has  great- 
ly exceeded  its  powers  "to  spread  sun- 
shine into  the- greatest  number  of 
hearts  and  homes,"  but  it  has  no 
power  to  investigate  accounts  until 
the  society's  receipt  of  public  moneys. 
Ask  for  Examination. 

The  State  board  recommends  that 
in  view  of  the  "lax  administration  of 
the  finances"  and  the  "collection  of 
large  sums  for  alleged  charitable  pur- 
poses" an  audit  be  made  covering  the 
society's  whole  career.  And  the  board 
points  out  that  in  view  of  existing 
laws  the  Supreme  Court  should  ap- 
point a  "visitor"  for  that  purpose. 

The  report  finds  that  the  society's 
accounts  have  been  inaccurate  and 
incomplete  and  that  the  bookkeepers 
and  accountants  employed  by  the  so- 
ciety have  been  incompetent.  It  \s 
pointed  out,  moreover,  that  this  in- 
competency has  resulted  in  an  "excess 
of  credeits"  to  Mrs.  Alden  on  the 
books  of  the  society,  and  that  she 
has  been  voted,  with  her  own  con- 
currence, participation  in  a  valuable 
mortgage  to  cover  these  incorrect  and 
excessive  credits.  Sirs.  Alden's  ex- 
cuse is  cited  as  being  that  she  knew 
"nothing  of  bookkeeping  and  that  the 
accountant  was  incompetent,"  and  the 
report  adds: 

"While  all  this  may  be  true,  it  is 
clear  that  the  combination  of  circum- 
stances would  probably  have  proved 
to  be  unfortunate  financially  for  the 
society  had  an  investigation  by  outside 
interests  not  been  commenced." 

Among  other  reasons  for  the  State 
Board's  condemning  the  International 
Sunshine    Society  ai*e  these: 

"Undesirable  Legislation." 

Undesirable  and  unnecessary  legis- 
lation was  secured  through  lobbying 
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and  the  exhibition  of  a  blind  child. 
The  purpose  of  the  legislation  was  to 
secure  payment  from  the  publi* 
treasury  of  $1  a  day  for  the  care  of 
each  blind  child,  which  the  report 
says,  "was  over  twice  as  much  as  the 
city  paid  for  the  care  of  other  young 
children,"  and  adds,  "With  an  en- 
larged plant  and  census  there  should 
be  considerable  profit  in  the  cave  of 
the  children  at  this  rate."  This  legis- 
lation had  the  "added  peculiarity  and 
injustice  of  exempting  New  York  City 
from  the  supposed  benefits  of  its 
operations  while  permitting  it  to  be 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  State." 

But  of  the  summarized  findings  of 
the  board  follows: 

"First — That  the  society  has  no 
legal  right  to  conduct  the  Ben son - 
hurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium  nor  the 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Summit,  N. 
J.,  and  that  all  such  work  should  be 
immediately  discontinued. 

"Money  Improperly  Used." 

"Second — That  large  sums  o  fmoney 
given  for  charitable  purposes  have 
been  improperly  used  in  maintaining 
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the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and  Sani- 
tarium as  a  losing  business  venture, 
which  moneys  have  been  used  in  con- 
siderable part  without  business  judg- 
ment or  discretion  and  under  circum- 
stances which,  to  say  the  least,  are 
peculiar. 

'Third— That  of  the  sum  of  $5,00 
paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  separ- 
ately incorporated  'International  Sun- 
shine Branch  of  the  Blind,'  which 
maintains  a  home  for  blind  babies  at 
Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  into  the 
maintenance  funds  of  the  Bensonhurst 
Hospital  and  Sanitarium,  the  sum  of 
at  least  $2,500  was  unlawfully  and  im- 
properly taken  and  should  be  at  once 
restored  to  the  treasury  of  such  cor^- 
p  oration. 

"Under  various  specious  and  per- 
suasive pleas,  and  following  the  active 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Alden,"  the  report 
says,  "the  society  collected  large  sums 
•fi^jymey  from  the  benevolent  public." 
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UNSHINE  SOCIETY 


s  Attorney  General  to 
Take  Action. 


DEMANDS  RESTITUTION 

OF  SOME  MONEYS 


Adverse  Report  Made  Regarding 
Organization  Which  Has  Been 
Supported  by  Thousands  of 
Brooklynites. 


In    a    report    made    public    to-day.    the 


special  committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  which  has  been  investigating 
the  affairs  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  vigorously  condemns  the  organi- 
zation. Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden 
is  founder  and  president-genera]  of  the 
society.      The    report  *>ays: 

"That  the  International  Sunshine  So; 
ciety  has  no  legal  right  to  conduct  the 
Bensonhurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium,  or 
the  Home  for  BJmd  Babies  at  Sumre|. 
and  that  all  such  work  should  be  imme- 
diately discontinued. 

"That  the  large  sums  of  money  given 
for.  charitable  purposes  have  been  im- 
properly used  in  maintaining  the  Ben- 
sonhurst Hospital  and  Sanitarium  as  a 
losing  business"  venture,  which  moneys 
has  been  used  in  considerable  part  with- 
out business  judgment  or  discretion,  and 
UDder  circumstances  which  are,  to  say 
the  least,  peculiar. 

"That  the  sum  of  $5,000  paid  from  the 
treasury  of  the  separately  incorporated 
'International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind.'  which  maintains  a  home  for  the 
blind  babies  at  Dyker  Heights.  Brooklyn, 
into  the  maintenance  fund  of  the  Benson- 
hurst Hospital  and  Sanitarium,  the  sum 
of  at  least  $2,500  was  unlawfully  and 
improperly  taken  and  should  at  once  be 
restorated  to  the  treasury  of  euch  cor- 
poration. 

"That  the  management  of  the  fund*  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  and 
the  branch  for  the  blind  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Alden  has  been  loose  and 
careless,  and  in  some  cases  without  war- 
rant of  law. 

"That  1  hip  report,  together  with  The 
testimony  taken  and  ihe  other  documents 
and  papers  be  referred  to  the  Attorney- 
i!  with  such  action  a^  I 
-ihlc  to  take  thereupon.  ■"** 
proposed  amended  certificates  of  the  cor- 
poration, the  committee  include  i\)  that 
the  business  character  of  Mrs.  Alden  and 
her  associates,  in  view  of  the  facts  here- 
untofor  set  forth,  are  not  such  as  to  war- 
rant the  bestowal  of  additional  powers 
upon  iliem  through  the  approval  by  the 
St.itr  Hoard  of  Charities  of  the  proposed 
amended  articles  of  incorporation  sub- 
mitted  to   tliis   board  for  that  purpose, 

''That  there  is  ho  need  for  the  ex- 
istence of  an  additional  corporation  to 
care  .for  blind  babies,  with  an  institution 
located  in  another  state,  the  powers 
ready  conferred  on  the  International  Sun 
shine  Branch  for  the  Blind,  with  an  iu 
istitution  already  existing  in  this  state, 
being  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
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"Tliat  the  financial  resources  of  the 
proposed  corporation  are  insufficient  to 
maintain  a  second  institution  for  tin; 
same  purpose  without  large  grants  of 
public  money  with  the  expenditure  <>t 
which  such  corporation  should  not  be  en- 
trusted. 

"During  tire  investigation  the  commit- 
tee held  fourteen  hearings,  at  which  Mrs. 
Alden.  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Seward,  of  East 
Orange;  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Em-man.  of 
Brooklyn:  Mrs.  Blanche  C.  Campbell,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  others  'testified  under  oath. 
concerning  the  methods  of  raising  money 
and  expending  it.  Martin  W.  Littleton,. 
Edward  A.  Gill  W.vjie  and  Owen  R. 
Brown  were  present  at  the  hearings. as 
counsel  for  the  society. 

"The  society  was  originally  incorpor- 
ated to  "incite  its  members  to  the  per- 
formance of  kind,  and  .helpful  deeds,  and 
to  thus  bring  the  sunshine  of  happiness 
into  the  greatest  possible  number  of 
hearts  and  homes.'  It  has  officially  been 
interested  in  blind  babies." 

The  Committee  was  led  in  make  its 
investigation  after  the  Board  has  asked 
for  approval  of  an  extension  of  corporate 
purposes.  'Die  Committee  consisted  i»f 
William  R.  Sewart.  president  of  the 
Board,  and  Commissioners  Herman  Bid- 
der, of  Xew  York:  Dr.  J.  Richard  Kevin, 
of  Brooklyn,  and  Horace  McGwire,  of 
Rochester,  formerly  Deputy  Attorney- 
General.  The  Board  unanimously  adopt- 
ed  the  report  at  its  meeting  on   Tuesday. 

The  officials  at  the  Rensonhuvst  head- 
quarters  had  nothing  to  say   this  after- 
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BV  STATE  BOARD 


Charter  Extension  Is  Refused 
Following  Report  of  Spe- 
cial Committee. 


The  State  Board  of  Charities  made  public 
yesterday  the  report  of  its  special  commit- 


tee  which  has  been  investigating  the  In- 
ternational   Sunshine    Society,    of    which 
Mrs.   Cynthia  Wcstover  Alden  is   found' 
and  president  general. 

The  society  is  organized  to  care  fo 
blind  babies  and  conducts  a  home  for  them 
in  Dyker  Meadows,  Brooklyn,  and  another 
at  Summit,  N.  J. 

The  committee  which  investigated  the 
organization  following  application  for  ap- 
proval of  a  charter  amendment  extending 
its  powers  was  composed  of  William  R. 
Stewart,  president  of  the  Board;  Commis- 
sioners Herman  Ridder,  of  New  Tork;  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Kevin,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Horace 
McGuire,  of  Rochester.  The  report  sets 
forth  that  the  management  of  the  society 
funds  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alden 
has  been  "loose  and  careless  and  in  some 
cases  without  warrant  of  law." 

Evidence  shows  that  Mrs.  Alden  ad- 
mitted that  the  society  has  received  "close 
on  to  $1,000,000."  It  is  set  forth  that  in  1907 
the  society  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Rev.  Edward  C.  Holman,  of  Franklin 
Furnace,  X.  J.,  by  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed field  secretary  and  was  permitted 
10  put  "mite"  boxes  in  public  places.  To 
these  were  attached  cards  bearing  a 
picture  of  one  of  the  babies  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Branch  for  the  Blind 
and  an  appeal  for  contributions  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind  babies'  home.  It  was 
agreed,  it  is  said^uffir^litr.  Holman  was  to 
receive  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  gross 
collections  from  these  boxes  as  his  salary 
and  an  additional  twenty-five  per  cent  fo; 
expenses. 

Fourteen  Hearings  Are  Held, 
During  the  investigation  fourteen  hear- 
ings were  held.  Among  those  who  testified 
were  Mrs.  Alden,  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Sew- 
ard, of  East  Orange.  X.  J. ;  Mrs.  Xellie  E. 
C.  Furman,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Mrs.  Blanche 
C.  Campbell,  of  Brooklyn.  Martin  \V.  Lit- 
tleton, EldwarJ  A.  Gill  Wylie  and  Owen  R 
Brown  were  at  the  hearings  as  counsel  to 
the  society. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  Xo.  96  Fifth  avenue, 
Mrs.  Alden  was  said  to  be  in  Chicago. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  th,; 
report  of  which  was  adopted  by  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  at  a  meeting  on  Tues- 
day, that  the  Sunshine  Society  has  no  legal 
light  to  conduct  the  Bensonhurst  Hospital 
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and  Sanitarium  or  the  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  and  that  all  such 
work  should  immediately  be  discontinued. 
Further  it  is  stated  that  large  sums  of 
money  given  for  charitable  work  have  been 
improperly  used  in  maintaining  the  Ben- 
sonhurst Hospital  as  a  losing  business  ven- 
ture. The  money,  it  is  set  forth,  has  been 
used  in  considerable  part  without  business 
judgment  and  "under  circumstances 
which,  to  say  the  least,  are  peculiar." 

It  is  further  stated  in  the  report:— 
Demands  Return  of  $2,500. 

"That  of  the  sum  of  $5,000,  paid  from  the 
treasury  of  the  separately  incorporated 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind,  which  has  a  home  for  blind  babies 
at  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  into  the 
maintenance  fund  of  the  Bensonhurst  Hos- 
pital, the  sum  of  at  least  $2,500  was  unlaw- 
fully and  improperly  taken  and  should  at 
once  be  restored  to  the  treasury  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

"That  the  management  of  the  funds  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  and 
the  branch  for  the  blind  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Alden  has  been  loose  and 
careless  and  in  some  cases  without  war- 
rant of  law. 

"That  this  report,  together  with  the  tes- 
timony taken  and  the  other  documents  and 
papers,  be  referred  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral for  such  action  as  he  may  find  it 
possible  to  take  thereupon.'' 

In  regard  to  the  amended  certificate  of 
Incorporation   the  committee  says:— 

"The  business  character  and  the  finan- 
cial ability  of  Mrs.  Alden  and  her  asso- 
ciates, in  view  of  the  facts  herein  set 
forth,  are  not  such  as  to  warrant  the 
bestowal  of  additional  powers  upon  them." 

According  to  the  report  the  society 
bought  2S0  shares  at  $100  a  share  of  the 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  Company,  but  the 
original  owner  of  thirty-five  shares,  Dr. 
Karl  H.  Mayne,  testified  tTiat  he  received 
only  $50  a  share.  It  is  also  asserted  that 
Mrs.  Alden  did  not  give  suffioient  reason 
for  drawing  two  checks  for  the  stock  pur- 
chase, dated  the  same  day.  The  society 
leased  the  sanitarium  in  1906. 

Dr.   Holman   Explains. 

Dr.  Holman  last  night  explained  the  ar- 
rangement by  which  he  received  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  collections  from  mite  boxes. 


"Mrs.  Cynthia  Tvestover  Alden,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sunshine  Society,  asked  me  to 
become  its  field  secretary  late  in  1906," 
said  Dr.  Holman  at  his  home,  in  Newton, 
N.  J.  "At  that  time  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home,  a  subsidiary  charity,  was  threat- 
ened with  foreclosure. 

"I  signed  a  contract  which  went  in  effect 
January  1,  1907,  granting  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  all  my  collections  to  me  for  ex- 
penses and  a  similar  amount  for  salary. 
I  advanced  money  for  the  mite  boxes  and 
for  other  expenses. 

"Ait  the  close  of  my  five  year  contract 
January  1,  1913,  I  had  collected  on  an 
average  of  $400  a  month,  of  which  I  was 
to  receive  $200  a  month.  Expenses  had 
amounted  to  an  average  of  $140  a  month, 
so  during  the  entire  time  I  had  received 
but  $60  a  month  for  my  salary.  In  addition 
to  this,  Mrs.  Holman,  my  wife,  had  placed 
a,  large  number  of  boxes  and  had  done 
other  work  for  which  she  never  received 
one    cent." 

Martin  W.  Littleton  issued  a  statement 
n  the  course  of  which  he  said.— 

"Apparently  the  report  was  made  by  tone 
special  committee  on  June  16,  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Charities  on  the  same  day, 
without  affording  us  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  upon  the  correctness  of  the  findings 
baeed  upon  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
special  committee.  I  take  it  flhat  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  alone  has  jurisdiction, 

f  anybody  has,  and  that  there  could  not 
be  a  fair  review  of  the  evidence  taken  by 
i he  special  committee  ani  a  fair  considera- 
tion of  that  evidence  without  giving  the 
Sunshine  Society  an  opportunity  to  be 
heartl  before  the  Board  when  the  special 
committee  should  report." 
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"Sunshine"    and    "Blind    Babies.'- 

The  report  of  the  special  committee 
of/Tfce  State  Board  of  Charities  ap- 
pAhitufl  1°  investigate  the  affairs  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society 
confirms,  in  its  sharp  condemnation  of 
the  management,  The  Evening  Sun's 
publication  of  the  society's  financial 
dealings.  The  report  declares  that 
the  funds  have  beeu  handled  iu  a  man- 
ner "loose  and  careless  and  in  some 
eases  without  warrant  of  law,"  and 
the  Board  refuses  to  approve  the  addi- 
tional   powers    sought    by    the    society 


for  the  reason  that  it  considered  the 
organization  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Whatever  the  consequences  to  indi- 
viduals, the  revelations  will  in  all  prob- 
ability have  a  harmful  effect  upon  sim- 
ilar enterprises  by  engendering  the  mis- 
trust- of  contributors ;  aud  therefore 
any  such  alleged  misdeeds  become  more 
reprehensible  since  questionable  acts  in 
one  field  of  charity  may  create  priva- 
tions in  others. 

The  Sunshine  Society  by  soliciting 
pennies  for  blind  babies  touched 
one  of  the  deepest  veins  of  sympathy, 
and  the  money  which  they  collected 
represented  probably  as  genuine  char- 
ity as  any  contributions  could.  To 
the  public  the  most  disheartening 
phase  of  the  matter  is  that  its  re- 
sponse, prompted  by  the  peculiar  pa- 
thos of  the  appeal,  may  now  seem  to 
have  resulted  in  nothing. 

If  the  allegations  of  the  report  are 
substantiated  then  we  have  an  example 
of  extraordinary  meanness,  for  there 
can  be  no  more  despicable  manner  of 
mismanagement  than  to  divert  from 
their  advantage  money  solicited  from 
the  public  on  behalf  of  "blind  babies." 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  HEAD 
DENIES  BOARD'S  CHARGES 


Mrs.  Allien  Declares  "Improper  Ex- 

pwidityies"  Represent  Merely 

"Difference  of  Opinion. 

MONROE,  Mich.,  June  18.  —  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  founder  and 
president  of  the  Internationa,!  Sun- 
shine Society,  who  is  lecturing  at  a 
local  theatre,  emphatically  doni>ed  to- 


day  every  charge  made  against  her 
by  a  committee  of  the  New  York 
State  Board  of  Charities. 

"The  detailed  audit  shows  a  deficit 
of  $23,674,  extending  over  a  period  of 
eight  years,  which  is  not  bad  for  a 
charitable  institution,"  she  said.  "This 
is  in  only  one  department  of  the  work, 
that  of  the  sanitarium,  while  a  sur- 
plus is  shown  in  all  other  branches." 

The  largTe  sums  "improperly  ex- 
pended" consist,  according  to  Mrs. 
Alden,  of  but  $3,000,  and  as  to  whether 
or  not  this  expenditure  was  proper, 
she  says,  was  "simply  a  difference 
of  opinion." 

Mrs.  Alden  lays  the  charges  to  spite 
work,  because  after  a  long  fight  she 
took  the  blind  babies  away  from  the 

them  in  charge  of  the  State  Boa#d  of 
Education  "in  order  that  they  might 
be    better    educated    and .  taken    care 
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^Charge  Against  Sunshine 
Society  and  Mrs.  Alden 
Will  Be  Heard  by  Carmody 


Handling  of  Money  by  Pres- 
ident "Loose  and  Care- 
less," Is  Alleged. 


MORE  POWER 

DENIED  SOCIETY 


Board    of    Charities    Committee 

Refers  Subject  to  Attorney 

General. 


In  a  report  made  public  yesterday  by 
the    State    Board    of    Charities,    -which, 


tee,  lias  been  investi- 
gating the  affairs  of  the  Interna:ional 
Sunshine  Society,  that  organization  is 
charged  with  "loose  and  careless"  ad- 
ministration of  its  business  affairs  and 
is  condemned  as  unqualified  to  exercise 
any  further  power. 


po- 
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AIRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN. 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  founder 
•and  president  of  the  society,  ,now  in 
Chicago,  is  the  object  of  especial  criti- 
cism, and  the  whole  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney  General  for  such 
action  as  might  seem  fit. 


Martin  W.  Littleton,  counsel  for  the 
society,  who  at  first  was  inclined  to 
regard  the  report  as  of  not  much  con- 
sequence, last  night  expressed  his  in- 
dignation at  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
He  had  expected,  he  said,  to  be  heard 
again  before  final  action  was  taken 
and  the  vote  of  the  board  behind  closed 
doors  was  characterized  .  by  him  as 
•'singular." 

Husband  Doubts  Report. 

John  Alden,  Mrs.  Alderi's  husband, 
after  the  report  had  been  made  pub- 
lic, expressed  his  doubt  as  to  its  ac- 
curacy and  said  there  was  "misrepre- 
sentation  all   through  the  report."  ' 

These  were  the  main  findings  of  the 
committee:  "That  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  has  no  legal  right  to 
conduct  the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and 
Sanitarium  .or  the  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  at  Summit,  and  that  all  such 
work  should  be  discontinued  im- 
mediately. 

"That  the  large  sums  of  money  given 
for  charitable  purposes  have  been  ised 
improperly  in  maintaining  the  Benson- 
hurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium  as  a  los- 
ing business  venture,  which  moneys  have 
been  used  in  considerable  part  without 
business  judgment  or  discretion,  and 
under  circumstances  which  are,  to  say 
the   least,  peculiar. 

"That  the  sum  of  $5,000  paid  from  the 
treasury  of  the  separately  incorporated 
'International  Sunshine  Branch^fjy^y^ 
Blind,'  which  maintains  a  home  for 
bWPPWBMBBBfcUJSyker  Height3*"WWMl*» 
lyn.  into  the  maintenance  fund  of  the., 
Bensonhurst  Hospital  ana  Sanitarlum| 
the  sum  of  at  least  $2,500  wais  unlaw-1 
fully  and  improperly  taken  and  should 
at  once  be  restored  to  the  treasury  of 
such  corporation. 

"That  the  management  of  the  funds 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
and  the  Branch  for  the  Blind,  -under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alden,  has  been 
loose  and  careless  and  in  some  cases 
without  warrant  of  law. 

Referred  to  Attorney  General. 

"That  this  report,  together  with  the 
testimony  taken  and  the  other  docu- 
ments and  papers,  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General  with  such  action  as 
he  may  find  it  possible  to  take.  As  to 
the  proposed  amended  certificates  of  the 
corporation,  toe  committee  includes  (1) 
that  the  business  character  of  Mrs. 
Alden  and  her  associates  In  view  of 
the  facts  hereuntofore  set  forth,  are 
not  such  as  to  warrant  the  bestowal  of 
additional  powers  upon  them  through 
the  approval  by  the  State  Bdard  of 
Charities  of  the  proposed  amended  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation  submitted  to  this 
board  for  that  purpose." 


i  n; 


It  was  shown  in  the  report  that 
the  society  purchased  280  shajres  at 
$100  a  share  in  the  Bensonhurst  San- 
itarium Company,  but  the  original 
owner  of  thirty-five  of  these  shares, 
Dr.  Earl  H.  Mayne,  testified  that  he 
received  only  $50  a  shar'e.  Although 
the  society  bought  at  par,  Mrs.  Alden 
admitted  under  examination,  that  she 
bought  five  shares  at  $60,  the  report 
stated,    for    her   husband. 

Large  sums  of  money,  the  report 
said,  collected  from  the  charitable 
for  other  purposes,  have  been  used 
to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  running 
expenses  of  the  hospital  and  sani- 
tarium, entered  upon  as  a  business 
enterprise  and  consistently  carried  on 
as  such.  It  clearly  has  no  claim,  the 
report  says,  to  be  regarded  in  any 
sense  as  a  charitable  or  philanthropic 
institution. 

The  report  further  charges  that : 

"Through  an  appeal  that  moneys  were 
urgently  needed  to  establish  a  free  bed 
for  poor  needlewomen,  Mrs.  Alden  ob- 
tained in  1911  from  the  Henry  Howard 
Paul  estate,  through  Harrison  Grey 
Fiske  and  Henry  Tyrrel,  trustees,  the 
sum  of  $5,000,  to  endow  a  bed  for  this 
class  of  beneficiaries  at  the  Benson- 
hurst Hospital  and  Sanitarium.  The 
committee  reports  that  instead  of  actu- 
ally endowing  such  a  bed  in  the  gener- 
ally accepted  definition  of  the  word,  this 
sum  of  money  was  used  to  buy  a  par- 
ticipation in  a  mortgage  of  $30,000  on 
the  hospital  and  sanitarium  property. 

"Notwithstanding    the    representation 
made  by  the  society  in  the  letters  above 
quoted  that  there  was  much  need  for  a 
bed    lor    needy    needlewomen,    the    bed  I 
was   occupied   in    1911,    as    indicated   by  i 
the    list    admitted,     by    Mrs.     Mary    D.  I 
Beattie,  the  superintendent  of  the  sani-  i 
tarium,    for    only    ten   days;   in   1912  f or  | 
four    weeks    and    in    this    case    the    pa-  i 
tient's  brother  paid  $6  for  her  care,  and  ; 
In    1913    for   nine    weeks    and    two   days 
by  two  patients.     It  was  later  said  an- 
other   patient   occupied    the    bed   begin- 
ning late  in  September,  1013." 


JB-rooHlvf-Kv,  >V.    4.,    Clt 


i-^e-w.  . 


Twv-ue.  igr,  i^im-. 


MONEY  IMPROPERLY  USED 
AND  IN  CASES,  ILLEGALLY 

Must  Return  $2,500  Unlawfully  Taken  from 
Branch  for  Blind  and  Turned  Over  to  Ben- 
sonhurstSanTISttum— Management  "Loose 
and  Careless"— Further  Inquiry  Advised. 


The  special  committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  which 
investigated  the  International  Sunshine  Society,  made  public 
its  report  to-day.  The  committee  urges  that  the  entire  matter 
be  referred  to  Attorney-General  Carmody  for  action. 

The  report  is  very  lengthy  and  in  the  conclusions  Mrs. 

Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  the  president-general,  is  scored  and 

the  society  is  declared  to  have  no  legal  right  to  conduct  the 

Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  and  the  Home  for  Blind  Babies  at 

Summit,  N.  J. 

committees  conclusions,  in  full, 

fojlow: 

to  the  proposed  amended 
tit'k-ute  of  incorporation  of  th«  Inter- 
national Sunshine  So> 

and    lii  Mcs-    ;vld;n 

and  her  associates,  in  view  of  the 
facts  hereinbefore  set  forth,  arc  not 
su.  warrant   the   bestowal   of 

additional  powers  upon  them  through 
the   appro'val    by  the   Stal  '    of 

fch;  tided  ar- 

ticles o£  incorporation  submitted  to 
thif  for  that  pur," 

"Second— That   there  is  no 
thi  ov; 

poration  to  care  for  bl  >t" 
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.nal     Sun 

an  histi- 
existing  in  this  State, 
for  that  purpose. 
"Third— That       the      financial      re- 
es    of    the    proposed    corporation 
maintain  a  seconH 
institution  for  the  same  purpose  with- 
out   largo   grauts    of     public     money, 
with  of   which   such 

h  ailci  not  be  entrusted." 

Xlonc-.\   vtit-t  lie  Restored. 

s  to  the  International  Sunshine 
ii*     associated     enter- 
ho  committee  finds: 

i  nal  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  has  no  legal  right  to 
conduct  the  Bensouhurst  Hospital 
find  Sanitarium  nor  the  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  at  Summit,  anC-  that  all 
such  work  should  be  immediately 
intinued. 

und.      That?    large      sums      of 
ey  given   for  charitable   purposes 
n   improperly  used  in  main- 
taining    the     Bensonhurst     Hospital 

itarium   as  a   losing  bus 

\  suture,    which    moneys    have    been 

part     without 

ess   judgment  or  discretion  and 

under    circumstances    which,    to    say 

the  least,  are  peculiar. 

'Third.  That  of  the  sum  of  $3,1)00 

from  the  treasury  of  the  sepa- 

incorporated      'International 

Sunshine     Branch     for     the     Blind,' 

which    maintains    a    home    for    blind 

babies   at   Dyker  Heights,   Brooklyn, 

the    maintenance    funds    of    the 

sonhurst    Hospital    and    Sanitar- 

the  sum  of  at  least  >"2,300  was 

unlawfully     and     improperly     taken 

and    should    be   at    once    restored   to 

i  treasury  of  such  corporation. 
"Fourth — Thai  the  management  of 
the  funds  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  and  the  Branch  for  the 
Blind  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Alden  has  been  loose  and  careless  aad 
In  some  cases  without  warrant  of  law. 
"Fifth—That  this  report,  together 
with  the  testimony  taken  and  the 
other  documents  and  papers,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney-General  for 
such  action  as  he  may  find  it  possible 
ike  thereupon. 

Need  of  Further  Investigation. 

"The  committee  could  not  be  au- 
thorized to  make  an  investigation  of 
the  accounts  of  tiie  society  previous 
to  its  receipt  of  public  money.  In. 
view,  however,  of  the  lax  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  of  the  organiza 
i.  as  shown  herein,  and  its  eollec 
tion  of  large  sums  for  alleged  char 
itable  purposes,  it  would  seem  to  b< 
desirable  for  such  an  investigatio 
and  audit  to  be  made  covering  the 


tire  period  of  the  existencB 

Under  our  present  laws  and  the  d™ 
fusions  of  the  courts  with  respect  to 
them  this  can  be  done  by  a  visitor 
appoinnteel  by  the  Supreme  Court  for 
that  purpose.  In  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  the  organized  collection  and 
expenditure  of  moneys  for  charitable 
purposes  cannot  be  too  carefully  safe- 
guarded. 

"In   conclusion   the  committee  calls 

lion  to  the  fact  that  this  report 

refevu  solely  to  the  operations  of  the 

rational  Sunshine  Society  and  to 

eelateS     institution  ifically 

.-ismtd    herein.     The   committee    does 

t    that    there    are  affil 
organizations  throughout  the  country 
doing  ork  to  which  it  must  be 

distinctly    understood    the    critic 
jsoatained  in  this  report  do  coi  apply,'* 

William  R.  Stewart  is  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers are  Herman  Ridder,  J.  Richard 
Kevin  and  Horace  McGuire. 

Scope  of  Society  Questioned. 
i  The  investigation  into  the  operations 
of  Mrs.  Alden  and  the  Sunshine  Soci- 
ety came  about  as  the  result  of  the 
Attorney-General  questioning  the 
right  of  the  society  to  receive  from 
the  State  money  for  the  support  of 
blind  children  in  that  its  corporate 
powers  did  not  extend  to  maintaining 
homes  for  the  care  of  children  under 
12  years  of  age. 

The  society  then  applied  for  addi- 
tional power  from  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  and  the  investigation  was 
started. 

the  hearing  it  was  brought  out 
that  the  records  and  receipts  of  con- 
tributions were  not  kept  so  aa  to 
make  it  possible,  to  verify  their  cor- 
rectness, that  specific  funds  were  not 
always  used  for  that  purpose,  that 
ts  had  been  liquidated  without 
recording  them  on  the  books,  that 
trust  funds  and  endowments  had  been 
invested  in  a  mortgage  and  that  steps 
had  been  taken  to  transfer  this  mort- 
gage to  Mrs.  Alden  and  others  as 
security  for  debts  alleged  to  have 
been  incurred  by  the  society  and 
that  the  account  of  Mrs.  Alden  on 
the  basis  of  which  she  received  a 
participation  certificate  for  $'2"i,000 
in  the  mortgage  appeared  to  be  in- 
correct   and    excessive. 


thai 


liable   Donations   in   the  Nature 
of   Trust   Fund?. 

art  of  the  committee  covers 
all    the    testimony    taken    at 
the     learings  and  winds  up  with  this 
aragraph : 

tt  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee 

hat      the    public     and      the     private 

loneys  given  in  this  State  for  chari- 

pur poses  should  be  regarded  as 

rust    funds    of    a    sacred    character. 

lo    far,    therefore,    as    the    functions 

evolved    upon     it     by     law    make    it 

ile,  the  State  Board  of  Charities 

always    sought*  to    restrict    the 

ontroi     and     management     of     such 

to  experienced  persons  of  high 

haraeter,    who    will   use   the   moneys 

efficiently,    as    well    as    economically; 

and    strictly    for     the      purposes    for 

which    they    were    given.      Otherwise 

iiontys    will    be    diverted    from 

their    purposes   and    wasted,    and    the 

will    receive    but    small    benefit 

therefrom." 

Mrs.  Alden  Out  of  Town. 

It  was  stated  at  the  Sunshine  Home 
at  Bensonhurst  to-day,   that  the  la| 
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MRS.ALDEN  REBUKED 

AS  SUNSHINE  LEADER 

\  - 

Report  Charges  Her  with  'Loose 

and  Careless'  Management 

of  Society's   Funds. 


RECOMMENDS  NEW  INQUIRY 


Minister's        Mite-Box       Collections 

Never  Checked  Up — Some  of  the 

Books  Strangely  Disappeared. 


The  International  Sunshine  Society,  96 
Fifth    Avenue,    which   was    founded    by 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  "  to  bring 
the  sunshine  of  happiness  into  the  great- 
est possible  number  of  hearts  and 
homes,"  and  which  has  been  supported 
by  popular  subscription,  is  vigorously 
censured  in  a  report  made  public  yes- 
terday by  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 
Mrs.  Alden  is  charged  with  "  loose  and 
careless  "  management  of  the  funds  of 
the  society,  and  it  is  charged  that  she 
has  acted  in  some  instances  without 
warrant  of  law. 

There  is  no  charge  that  any  one  acted 
With  intent  to  profit,  but  grafting  is  im- 
plied, and  the  State  Board  specifically 
requests  that  the  Supreme  Court  ap- 
point a  visitor  to  make  further  inquiries 
regarding  the  institution.  The  report 
has  been  sent  to  the  Attorney  General 
for  such  action  as  he  may  deem  fiti  It 
is  expected  that  a  further  investigation 
will  result. 

Mrs.  Alden  receives  the  brunt  of  the 
criticism  in  the  report,  but  others  are 
named  as  associated  with  her  in  "  finan- 
cial operations  the  legality  and  moral 
right  of  which  are  open  to  serious  ques 
tion."  The  report  devotes  considerable 
apace  to  George  E.  Crater,  Jr.,  an  attor- 
ney who  represented  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  in  real  estate  and  finan- 
cial transactions,  and  the  Rev.  Edwin  C. 
Holman  of  New  Jersey,  who  received  a 
2a  per  cent,  commission  on  collections 
for  the  society  from  "  mite  boxes  " 
w>ieh  he  placed  in  hotels  and  clubs. 

Vne  International  Sunshine  Society 
w;«  organized  in  1896  and  was  incor- 
porated in  1900  as  a  non-sectarian  in- 
otnution.  Besides  Mrs.  Alden  the  offi- 
wirs  are  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  Mrs. 
J~fvvin  Knowles,  Mrs.  Agnes  Schull- 
Gramm,  Mrs.  Minnie  W.  Delbridge,  and 
Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey.  The  institu- 
tions owned  and  operated  by  the  society 
are  the  Sunshine  Arthur  Home  for 
Blind  Babies,  Summit,  N.  J. ;  Sunshine 
Sanitarium,  Bensonhurst-by-the-Sea, 

Brooklyn;  Starkey  Seminary  Sunshine 
Lodge,  a  boarding  house  for  girls  at 
Lakemont,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
Westover  Lodge,  Cropsey  and  Twenty - 
third  Avenues,  Brooklyn.  In  addition 
the  society  maintains  an  advisory  inter- 
est in  some  2,000  branches  throughout 
the  United  States.  According  to  Mrs. 
Alden's  own  admissions  the  society  had 
collected  from  the  public  about  $1,000,- 
000. 

Applied    for    a    Charter. 

The  society's  troubles  began  in  1913 
When  Attorney  General  Carmody  neld 
that  it  could  not  legally  maintain  a 
home  foritiyn^babies  under  its  charter. 
Such  a  homenWTJeen  maintained  for 
some  time.  The  society  proceeded  to 
get  a  new  charter.  The  application,  if 
granted,  would  have  given  the  society 
powers  equivalent  to  the  Red  Cross  or- 
ganization. It  was  referred  to  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  and  just  about  that 


time  the  New  Jersey  State  Commission 
for  the  Care  of  the  Blind  requested  an 
investigation  of  the  society's  activities 
at  its  Summit  home.  This  request  re- 
sulted in  a  preliminary  hearing  by  the 
New  York  State  Board  of  Charities. 
This  hearing  proved  so  sensational  that 
a  formal  investigation  was  precipitated. 
Fourteen  hearings  were  held  by  a  spe- 
cial committee  of  the  board,  composed 
of  William  R.  Stewart,  Herman  Ridder, 
J.  Richard  Kevin,  and  Horace  McGuire. 
Mrs.  Alden  and  nine  jther  witnesses 
were  questioned  by  Robert  W.  Heb- 
bard,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board,  and 
on  their  testimony  the  committee's  re- 
port was  based.  This  report  was  adopt- 
ed unanimously  by  the  State  Board  on 
Tuesday  and  was  made  public  yester- 
day. 

The  report  denies  the  application  for 
an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  In 
ternational  Sunshine  Society  on  t 
ground  that  "  the  business  character 
and  financial  ability  of  Mrs.  Alden  a*d 
her  associates  "  does  not  warrant 
furthermore,  that  there  is  no  need 
the  existence  of  an  additional  ins 
tion  to  care  for  blind  babies  and 
the  -  expenditure  of  publicly  donated 
funds  for  such  an  extension  should  not 
be  intrusted  to  this  society.  Then  fol- 
low these  findings: 

"  First.  That  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  has  no  legal  right  to  con- 
duct the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and 
Sanitarium  nor  the  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  at  Summit,  and  that  all  such 
work  should  be  immediately  discon- 
tinued. 

'  Second.    That  large  sums  of  money 

f'iven  for  charitable  purposes  have  been 
mproperly  used  in  maintaining  the 
Bensonhurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium 
as  a  losing  business  venture,  which 
moneys  have  been  used  in  considerable 
part  without  business  judgment  or  dis- 
cretion, and  under  circumstances  which, 
to  sav  the  'east,  are  peculiar. 

"  Third,  That  of  the  sum  of  $5,000  paid 
from  the  treasury  of  the  separately  in- 
corporated '  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,'  which  maintains 
a  home  for  blind  babies  at  Dyker 
Heights,  Brooklyn,  into  the  main- 
tenance funds  of  the  Bensonhurst  Hos- 
pital and  Sanitarium,  the  sum  of  at 
least  $2,500  was  unlawfully  and  im- 
properly taken  and  should  be  at  once 
restored  to  the  treasury  of  such  cor- 
poration. 

"  Fourth.  That  the  management  of 
the  funds  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  and  the  Branch  for  the  Blind 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alden  has 
been  loose  and  careless  and  in  some 
cases  without  warrant  of  law. 

"  Fifth.  That  this  report  together  with 
the  testimony  taken  and  the  other  docu- 
ments and  papers  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  such  action  as  he 
iray  find  it  possible  to  take  thereupon." 

Mrs.  Alden's  Letters. 
Most  of  the  fifty-column  report  is  de- 
voted to  the  methods  of  money  collec- 
tion and  the  methods  of  accounting  and 
financing  employed  by  Mrs.  Alden  and 
her  agents.  Mrs.  Alden  could  write 
most  appealing  letters  to  the  public. 
Thus  she  had  an  "  empty  stocking 
fund,"  a  "  free  air  fund,  and  many 
others.  In  her  letters  she  told  very 
graphically  how  the  poor  girls  and  moth- 


ers  went  to  her  office  with  their  tales 
of  woe.  One  letter  was  dictated  at  a 
temperature,  according  to  Mrs.  Alden. 
of  101  degrees,  and  while  the  letter  was 
being  dictated  the  stenographer,  who 
was  one  of  the  girls  who  had  applied 
to  the  society  for  help,  was  overcome  by 
the  heat.  In  her  appeals  Mrs.  Alden 
explained  that  she  wanted  money  for 
specific  purposes.  In  her  account  books, 
however,  it  appeared  that  money  col- 
lected for  one  purpose  went  to  others. 
It  is  charged  in  the  report  that  of  $300 
which  was  collected  for  "  balls  and 
dolls  "  for  babies  only  $24  was  so  spent 
the  remainder  going  to  a  general  fund. 
In  another  case  a  balance  of  §400  was 
charged  to  "  profit  and  loss."  In  an- 
other case  a  $5,000  bequest  went  to  pay 
for  participation  in  a  mortgage  on  oi© 
of  the  societv's  bu'ldings. 

The  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium,  it  is 
charged,  was  never  a  paying  institution. 
It  is  charged  that  Mrs.  Alden  caused 
the  general  collections  of  the  society  to 
be  wasted  on  this  home  and  that  this 
was  done  so  as  to  bolster  up  the  finan- 
cial standing  of  the  sanitarium;  that 
money  should  have  been  made  at  the 
fates  charged  by  the  Sanitarium;  that 
discrimination  was  employed  as  between 
pay  and  free  patients;  that  Mrs.  Alden 
authorized  the  payment  by  the  society 
of  $100  a  share  for  280  shares  of  stock 
of  the  Sanitarium  when  the  stock  could 
have  been  purchased  for  $50  to  $60.  It 
is  charged  that  unexplained  financial 
transactions  were  made  between  Mrs. 
Alden  and  Crater,  the  lawyer,  by  certi- 
fied checks,  and  that  large  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  society's  treasury 
were  paid  to  Crater. 

Mrs.  Alden.  it  appears,  collected  many 
endowment  funds  for  beds  in  her  various 
fcharitable  departments.  It  is  charged 
that  these  funds  were  not  applied  so  as 
to  keep  these  beds  occupied,  that  some 
of  the  beds,  in  fact,  were  only  occu- 
pied a  few  weeks  a  year.  It  is  in  this 
connection  that  the  report  cites  the  case 
of  the  $5,000  contribution  by  the  so- 
ciety's branch  on  Dycker  Heights  for  a 
bed  in  the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium. 

Books  "  Strangely  Disappeared." 

"  The  sum  of  $5,037.50  was  raised,  but 
the  committee  was  unable  to  discover 
where  an  item  of  §2,5l>0  came  from," 
the  report  says.  "  It  was  learned  that 
the  item  of  §2,500  was  transferred  from 
an  account  called  the  reserve  fund,  and 
that  another  item  of  $268.71  came  from 
a  savings  bank.  It  therefore  seems 
certain  that  the  two  items  represent 
funds  not  collected  for  the  purpose  of 
endowing  beds.  Your  committee  regrets 
that  the  books  of  the  society  which 
would  throw  light  on  the  specific  sources 
from  which  the  $2,500  were  received 
have  so  strangely  disappeared.  On  in- 
quiry it  was  learned  that  no  urgent 
need    for   this   bed   endowment   existed." 

Xo  matter  how  the  money  came  into 
the  treasury,  it  appears  from  the  report, 
there  was  always  some  form  of  Irregu- 
larity about  the  method  of  accounting 
for  it.  With  reference  to  the  activities 
of  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  Holman  of 
Franklin  Furnace,  N.  J.,  who  was  ap- 
pointed Field  Secretary  of  the  society 
by  Mrs.  Alden,  the  report  states  that  no 
attempt  was  made  to  check  up  on  the 
minister's  collection  from  the  "  mite 
boxes."      This    same    Mr.    Holman,    the 


I 


committee  notes,  is  now  collecting 
money  for  the  care  of  blind  girls  from 
mite  boxes  for  an  organization  called 
"  The  Golden  Rule  Alliance,"  founded 
by  him. 

"  These  mite  boxes,"  says  the  report, 
"  for  a  time  bore  a  card  indicating  the 
actual  existence  of  a  home,  but  in  view 
of  the  charge  that  such  home  has  not 
been  established,  the  Rev.  Holman 
changed  the  card  to  read :  '  A  penny  a 
week  will  help  us  build  a  home  for 
blind  girls.'  Such  cards  are  displayed 
in  public  places  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  and  advertisements  frequent- 
ly appear  in  the  newspapers  regarding 
this  society,  which  is  not  authorized  to 
maintain  in  this  State  an  institution  for 
young  children." 

Mrs.  Alden  on  her  part,  It  appears 
from  the  report,  did  hire  an  accountant 
to  go  over  the  books  from  time  to  time. 
This  accountant  wrote  her  glowing  let- 
ters about  the  good  condition  of  her 
books.  These  letters  were  made  use  of 
in  the  appeal  for  funds.  "  apparently 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  confi- 
dence in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  to 
the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the 
financial  records  of  the  society." 

"  Such  prominence  appears  not  to  have 
been  warranted  by  the  facts, v  says  the 
report.  "  The  explanation  given  for 
the  excess  of  credits  admittedly  given 
to  Mrs.  Alden  on  the  books  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  thus  in- 
creasing the  credit  balance  for  which 
she  held  stock  of  the  Bensonhurst  Sani- 
tarium Company  as  security,  and  to 
cover  which  she  was,  with  her  own  con- 
currence, voted  a  participation  in  the 
mortgage  on  the  property  of  such  com- 
pany, was  that  she  knew  nothing  of 
bookkeeping  and  that  the  accountant 
was  incompetent.  While  all  of  this  may 
be  true,  it  is  clear  that  the  combina- 
tion of  circumstances  would  probably 
have  proved  to  be  unfortunate  finan- 
cially for  the  society  had  an  investiga- 
tion by  outside  interests  not  been  com- 
menced." 

Mrs.  Alden  is  out  West  attending  wo- 
men's club  conventions.  She  was  in 
Detroit  yesterday,  it  was  said  at  her 
offices.  No  statement  was  forthcom- 
ing at  her  office.  Shortly  before 
the  proceedings  before  the  special 
committee  of  the  State  Board  were  con- 
cluded, Mrs.  Alden  took  the  witness 
chair  and  made  promises  tending  to 
mitigate  the  charges  brought  against 
her.  She  promised  to  segregate  funds 
collected  for  specific  purposes  from  all 
other  funds;  to  separate  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and 
Sanitarium  from  that  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  and  from  the 
Arthur  Home  for  the  Blind  in  Summit 
in  any  manner  satisfactory  to  the  spe- 
cial committee  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities;  also  to  return  to  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Branch  for  the  Blind 
any  moneys  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  were  improperly  used, 
and  also  to  undertake  to  present  a  set 
of  books  showing  all  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  her  society. 

Martin  W.  Littleton,  counsel  for  Mrs. 
Alden,  dictated  a  statement  at  night 
attacking  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
and  its  President,  William  R.  Stewart, 
for  making  the  report  against  the  Sun- 
shine Society  public  without  first  giving 
his  client  a  hearing  on  the  formulated 
charges.  Since  the  findings  of  the  spe- 
cial committee   were  based  on   evidence 


submitted   by    witnesses,    he    contended 
that  the   Sunshine   Society  should   have 
been    permitted    to    appear    before    the 
whole   board   to   sum   up   that  evidence . 
for  the  society. 

"  The  President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  said  at  the  outset  of  the  hear- 
ings," said  Mr.  Littleton,  "that  this 
was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  Grand 
Jury  investigation.  If  that  is  true,  then 
this  is  the  first  time  in  recorded  history 
that  a  Grand  Jury  has  assumed  the 
right  to  investigate,  to  indict,  to  trj%  to 
convict,  and  to  sentence  without  giving 
(the  person  accused  the  opportunity  of- 
1  bejjjft.,heard. ' '  jr 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 
IS  UNDER  A  CLOUD 


Mrs.  C.  W.  Alden  Held  Re 
sponsible  for  Misman- 
agement of  Funds. 


COMMITTEE  ACCUSES; 
CARMODY  TO  ACT 


Big   Sums    Involved   in    Tanglec 

Affairs — Blind  Babies'  Homes 

Criticised  in  Report. 

Condemning  the  management  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  a  charitabl< 

organization  which  devotes  most  of  iti 
activity  to  the  care  of  blind  babies,  . 
report  of  a  special  committee  of  The  Stati 
Board  of  Charities  has  been  forward** 
to  Attorney  General  Carmody,  leaving  tt 
his  discretion  the  penalty  which  shall  b< 
meted  out  for  what  the  State  Board  o 
Charities  considers  failure  to  comply  witl 
the    laws. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  presi 
dent-general  of  the  society  is  held  re 
sponsible  tor  the  mismanagement  of  af 
fairs   and   funds. 


According  to  a  statement  made  by  Mr! 
Alden,  as  quoted  in  the  report,  the  Sun 
shine  Society  lias  received  about  $1,000.00 
since  its  foundation.  The  society's  recor 
of  receipts  and  disbursals  is  incomplet 
and  inacurate,  it  is>  charged,  and  man 
of  the  most  important  books  have  disar 
peared,  so  it  is  impossible  to  determin 
the  exact  expenditures  and  receipts  of  th 
society. 

The  Bensonhurst  Sanatorium  here  an 
the  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  which  th 
Sunshine  Socieiyfflaintains  at  Summh 
N.  J.,  are  being  carried  on  without  lega 
right,  the  State  Charity  Commissioner, 
charge.  At  least  $92,627  56  of  charit: 
funds,  given  for  the  care  of  blind  babies 
ill  needlewomen  or  other  needy  persons 
have  been  used  by  the  society  to  run  5h( 
Bensonhurst    Sanatorium,    it    is    stated. 

Further  charges  are  made  that  Mrs 
Alden  has  been  allowed  "excess  of  credit' 
on  the  society's  books;  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  under  her  supervisioi 
has  been  "loose  and  careless,  and  in  som< 
cases  without  warrant  of  law;"  that  "th; 
legality  and  moral  right  of  some  of  th« 
society's  financial  operations  are  open  tc 
serious  question,"  and  that  the  "business 
character  and  financial  ability  of  Mrs. 
Alden  and  her  associates  are  not  sucr 
as  to  wan-ant  the  bestowal  of  additiona 
power. ' ' 

The  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the 
society  was  begun  early  in  the  year,  when 
officers  of  the  organization  made  appli- 
cation to  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
for  a  charter  under  which  it  would  have 
power  to  conduct  unrestricted  business 
and  charitable  operations.  Having  re- 
ceived notification  of  alleged  mismanage- 
ment a  committee  consisting  of  Com- 
missioners William  R.  Stewart,  Herman 
Ridder,  J.  Richard  Kevin  and  Horace 
McGuire  was  appointed  to  investigate  th< 
Sunshine  Society. 

At  the  office  of  the  International  Sun 
shine  Society,  at  96  Fifth  av.,  it  was  de- 
clared yesterday  that  Mrs.  Alden  was  not 
in  town.  Martin  W.  Littleton,  counsel  for 
the  organization,  said  that  he  would 
probably  issue  a  statement  when  he  had 
read    the    report    carefully. 

According  to  the  report,  Mrs.  Alden  at 
various  times  engaged  in  "delicate  finan- 
cial operation  with  one  George  E.  Crater, 
jr.,  formerly  high  up  in  Sunshine  counsels 
and  who  has  been  a  successful  promoter 
of  a  guano  production  company  and  an 
•amphibious  automobile.'  ■"  Mrs.  Alden  is 
charged  with  buying  from  him  $6,000  worth 
of  stock  in  the  Bensonhurst  Sanatorium, 


for  which  she  paid  him  $100  a  share. 
Later,  it  is  claimed,  she  purchased  more 
shares  of  the  same  stock  for  her  husband 
for  $60  a  share. 

The  state  board's  committee  found  that 
the  Bcnsonhurst  institution,  ostensibly  a 
charitable  hospital,  cared  for  no  one  for 
less  than  $10  to  $50  a  week. 

"Mrs.  Alden,''  the  report  says,  "al- 
though president-general  and  not  treas- 
urer or  financial  officer  of  the  society, 
handled  these  delicate  transactions  her- 
self. Mrs.  Alden  when  she  appeared  as 
a  witness  before  the  investigators  gave 
no  reasonable  explanation  why  she'  pur- 
chased $6,000  worth  of  stock  of  the  Ben- 
sonhurst  Sanatorium  with  the  moneys  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society,  pay- 
ing therefore  $100  a  share  .  .  .  when 
it  could  have  been  purchased  for  at  least 
$50  or  $60  a  share,  as  shown.,  by  the  pur- 
chases she  made  for  her  husband." 

Mrs.  Alden,  according  to  the  report, 
could  neither  tell  why  she  paid  Crater  for 
the  sixty  shares  of  stock  in  checks  for 
$4,400  and  $1,600,  or  why  checks  were  made 
payable  to  herself  and  others. 

The  findings  of  the  committee  were  as 
follows: 

"That  the  business  character  and  finan- 
cial ability  of  Mrs.  Alden  and  her  asso- 
ciates .  .  .  are  not  such  as  to  warrant 
the  bestowal  of  additional  powers  upon 
them. 

In  regard  to  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  itself    the  committee  concluded: 

"That  of  the  sum  of  $5,000  paid  from  the 
treasury  of  the  separate  incorporati 
•International  Sunshine  Branch  for  tl 
Blind,'  which  maintains  a  home  for  bill 
babies  at  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  in| 
the  malntainance  fund3  of  the  Bensor 
hurst  Sanatorium,  the  sum  of  at  leasl 
$2,500  was  unlawfully  and  improperly 
taken  and  should  be  at  once  restored  to 
the  treasury  of  such  institution.'" 


J-u,-n-e.    I  £  .   i  ^  1 1+  . 
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State  Charities  Officials  Adopt 

Report      Declaring      Funds 

Given  for  Blind  Babies 

Were  Diverted. 


SAY  MRS.  ALDEN  PROTECTED 
HERSELF  AGAINST  LOSS. 


Management     of     Sanitarium 

Called  Unlawful— Carmody 

Is  Asked  to  Act. 


Attorney-General  Carmody  ha  s 
been  called  upon  to  make  an  inquiry 
into  the  affairs  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia West  over  Alden  is  President- 
General.  The  recommendation  to  the 
Attorney-General  is  contained  in  the 
report  of  a  special  committee  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charities,  which  held 
a  series  of  fourteen  hearings  during 
the  spring  on  the  society's  applica- 
tion for  broadened  charter  rights. 
'  The  board  itself  adopted  the  report  at 
a  meeting  held  Tuesday. 

William  R.  Stewart,  Herman  Rid- 
der,    J.    Richard    Kevin    and   Horace 


?,icGuire  comprised  the  committee 
and  signed  the  report. 

After  denying  the  application,  the 
committee  sets  forth  these  conclu- 
sions: 

"That  the  International  Sunshine 
Society    has    no    legal    right   to    con- 


M&S  CYNTHIA   W    ALDEN 

duct  the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and 
Sanitarium,  nor  the  Arthur  Home  for 
Blind  Baibies  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  and 
lnTOifMiijiuilii  in  ill  iilnnilil  immedi- 
ately *be  discontinued. 

"That  large  sums  of  money  given 
for  charitable  purposes  have  been  im- 
properly used  in  maintaining  the 
Bensonhurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium 
as  a  losio  '  h'«-!^ss  "enture,  which 
money*  *■  1  vise.    '  1  considera- 

ble   p»        vwtt.o'       '- .  dgment 

or  dls.c   otion,  an*.-  .  ndci-  circumstances 
which,  to  say  the  lea<-     *^e  peculiar. 
Urg-ea   Audit   Inquiry. 

"That   of   the    sum   of    $5,000    paid 


from  the  treaeu:  of  the  separately 
incorporated  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  which  main- 
tains a  home  for  blind  babies  at 
Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  Into  the 
mair  m&nee  funds  of  the  Benson- 
hurst  Hospital  and  Sanitarium,  at 
$2,500  was  unlawfully  and  im- 
properly taken,  and  should  be  at  once 
restored  to  the  treasury  of  such  cor- 
poration. 

"That  the  management  of  the  funds 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
and  of  the  Branch  for  the  Blind  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Alden  has  been 
loose  and  careless,  and  in  some  cases 
without  warrant  of  law. 

"That  this  report,  together  with  the 
testimony  taken  and  the  other  docu- 
ments and  papers,  be  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General  for  such  action  as 
he  may  find  it  possible  to  take  there- 
upon. 

'The  committee  could  not  be  au- 
thorized to  make- an  investigation  of 
the  accounts  of  the  society  previous 
to  its  receipt  of  public  money.  In 
view,  however,  of  the  lax  administra- 
tion of  the  finances  of  the  organiza- 
tion, as  shown  herein,  and  its  collec- 
tion of  large  sums  for  alleged  charit- 
able purposes,  it  would  seem  to  be 
desirable  for  such  an  investigation 
rnd  audit  to  be  made,  covering  the 
entire  period  of  the  society's  exist- 
ence. 

Control    of    Sanltnrlum. 

In  the  course  of  the  report  it  is  de- 
clared that  "throughout  almost  the 
entire  lie^ing  the  work  of  the  com- 
-'.•fi.ee  was  greatly  hampered  by  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Alden 
and  some  of  her  associates  to  give 
informing  testimony  when  they  were 
called   upon  for  information." 

The  purchase  of  a  controlling  Inter- 
est in  the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium 
figures  extensively  in  the  report.  This 
control  was  secured,  it  appeared, 
through  George  E.  Crater  jr.,  $16,000 
of  the  money  being  advanced  by  Mrs. 
Alden,  while  other  money  advanced 
by  her,  with  interest,  brought  her 
credits  on  the  books  up  to  $36,118.1.'. 
The  balance  standing  to  her  credit 
on  April  30,  1913,  was  $22,929.78. 

Of  the  280  shares  of  stook  bought, 
$6,000  worth  were  bought  from  Cra- 
ter, Mrs.  Alden  drawing  two  certified 
checks  for  the  amouht,  the  committee 
declaring  that  "the/ real  payee  of  the 
check,  that  is  to  say  the  owner  of 
the  larger  part  of  the  stock  then 
being  sold,  was  disguised." 

It  appeared  further  that  although 
Mrs.  Alden  paid  ?100  a  share  for  the 
stock  bought  by  the  society  she 
bought  five  shares  for  her  husband, 
John  Alden,  for  $60  a  share.  Then  it 
is  added:  i. 


"It  is  evident  from  hep  transactions 
that  Mrs.  Alden,  for  purposes  not 
fully  disclosed,  was  attempting  to 
finance  the  affairs  of  this  business! 
corporation  from  moneys  collected 
ostensibly  for  the  care  of  sick  blind 
babies,  as  well  as  for  sick  needle- 
women and  other  needy  persons,  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  she  was  secur- 
ing herself  against  personal  loss." 

The  reference  to  "sick  needle- 
women" refers  to  the  gift  of  $5,000  in 
1911  by  Harrison  Grey  Fiske  and 
Henry  Tyrrel,  trustees  under  the  will 
of  Henry  Howard  Paul,  for  the  en- 
dowment of  a  bed  for  poor  needle- 
women. "Instead,  howe-yer,  of  ac- 
tually endowing-  such  a  bed,"  the  re- 
port says,  "this  sum  of  money  was 
used  to  buy  a  participation  in  a 
mortgage  of  $30,000  on  the  hospital 
and  sanitarium  property." 

It  was  testified  that  in  two  and  a 
half  years  this  bed  was  used  by  the 
beneficiaries  specified  for  a  period  of 
only  fourteen  weeks  altogether.  A 
fund  of  $1,088  raised  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  bed  for  the  "sick  poor"  was 
not  only  not  used  for  that  purpose, 
according  to  the  report,  "but  had  been 
used  to  meet  the  ordinary  running 
expenses"  of  the  hospital. 

A  like  charge  Is  made,  regarding  the 
sum  of  $5,012.50  received  from  the 
International  Branch  for  the  Blind, 
"ostensibly  to  endow  a  bed  for  sick 
blind  babies,  but  in  realty  to  be  used 
in  paying  running  expenses  of  the 
hospital   and   sanitarium." 

Mite  boxes  placed  in  various  public 
places  for  the  receipt  of  contributions 
to  the  society  were  in  the  charge,  at 
one  time,  of  the  Rev.  Edwin  C.  Hol- 
man,  "Field  Secretary."  He  received 
25  per  cent,  of  the  gross  amount  col- 
lected. 

Minister     Got    Commission. 

Martin  W.  Littleton,  counsel  for 
llrs.  Alden  and  the  Sunshine  Society 
during  the  hearings,  issued  a  state- 
ment last  night,  in  which  he  said: 

"If,  as  the  President  of  the  board 
said   at   the   outset,   it   was   a  Granf 
Jury    investigation,    this   is    the    firs( 
time    in     recorded    history     when 
Grand  Jury  has  assumed  the  right 
investigate,   to  indict,  to  try,  to  coj 
vict    and  to  sentence  without,  on  t| 
trial,    giving   the   person   accused 
opportunity  of  being  heard." 


"Yle-uj  "^fo-^'i.  n.i^.,   S^v^  • 


TRACING  CASH 
DIVERTED  BY 

t 

;  Charities  Board  Learns  How 

Sanitarium  Benefited  at  Ex- 
pense of  Blind  Babies. 


DYKER  HEIGHTS  HOME 
TO  BE  SAFEGUARDED 


"The  Evening  Sun"  Praised 
:  for  Its  Expose  of  Interna- 
tional Society's  Activities. 


The  Intention  to  safeguard  and  en- 
courage the  work  of  the  Dyker  Heights 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  which  was  for- 
merly closely  connected  with  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  adminis- 
tration but  which  was  made  distinct  by 
separate  articles  of  incorporation,  has 
been  signified  by  the  State  Board  of 
Charities.  "While  irregularities  in  the 
finances  of  this  home  are  charged  by 
the  board — some  of  its  charity  funds 
having  been  diverted  into  the  Benson- 
hurst    sanitarium    business    venture — it 


is  made  clear  that  these  occurred  before 
the  home  became  a  separate  institution. 
According    to    the   board    the    Interna- 
j  tional    Sunshine    Society   ceased    trying 
to  collect  money  for  the  Dyker  Heights 
home  in  1911,  when  the  society  estab- 
-  lished  a  home  in  New  Jersey, 
i    The  work  of  the  Dyker  Heights  home 
.is  still  confused  with  the  International 
;  Sunshine  Society   because  Mrs.  Cynthia 
•  AVestover   Alden   is    one   of   its   officers, 
'though  she  takes  no  active  part  in  its 
'management,  regarding  it  as  an  "alien" 
institution.     While   criticising   the   con- 
duct   of    the    Dyker    Heights    home    in 
some  particulars  and  making  some  con- 
structive suggestions  for  improvement, 
the  board  says: 

»l  "That  the  work  undertaken  by  this 
home  for  blind  children  at  Dyker 
Heights  has  been  generally  well  done 
has  been  recognized  by  the  State  Board 
of  Charities." 

In  regard  to  the  Dyker  Heights  insti- 
tution the  board's  criticism  is  directed 
mainly  at  the  way  the  International 
Sunshine  administration  exploited  its 
vork  to  get  funds,  some  of  which  were 
not  needed  for  the  purposes  named  and 
some  of  which  were  used  for  other  pur- 
poses illegally.  In  1907,  according  to 
the  report,  Mrs.  Alden  made  an  appeal 
for  contributions  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
dowing a  bed  for  sick  blind  babies  of 
the  home  in  the  Bensonhurst  sanitarium. 
Though  this  purpose  was  widely  adver- 
tised as  urgent,  the  board  finds  that  no 
such  urgent  need  existed  and  "that  the 
aggregate  time  during  which  inmates 
of  the  blind  babies'  home  were  cared 
for  at  the  sanitarium  during  the  six 
years  was  not  to  exceed  seven  months." 
"Furthermore,  all  of  these  children 
could  have  been  well  cared  for  in  a 
hospital  for  children  in  the  city  at  a 
very  slight  expense  and  probably  with- 
out any  charge  to  the  institution." 
Funds    Misappropriated. 

.  The  board  points  out  that .  funds  to 
maintain  the  sanitarium  were  urgently 
needed,  and  that  "the  full  $5,000  .paid 
over  in  small  and  large  amounts  was 
used  in  paying  the  running  expenses 
of  the  sanitarium." 

Mrs.  Alden  is  criticised  in  the  re- 
port for  her  evasive  manner  in  answer- 
ing the  questions  by  the  State  board, 
and  for  her  conception  of  business  pro- 
prieties. Her  testimony  in  regard  to 
the  collection  and  expenditure  of  this 
$5,000  is  interesting  in  this  connection. 


Asked  for  details  in  connection  with 
the  "endowment"  of  the  sick  blind 
babies  bed,   Mrs.  Alden  said: 

"In  establishing  the  sanitarium  I  ap- 
pealed to  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  members  naturally  for  assist- 
ance. I  said  the  first  $5,000  coming  in 
to  establish  the  sanitarium  would  be 
devoted  to  establishing-  a  bed  for  blind 
babies;  we  had  no  intention  of  segre- 
gating that  money  so  we  couldn't  get 
it  again  to  use  it  for  running  expenses. 
We  said  when  we,  got  that  money  we 
would  endow,  using  the  werd  endow  as 
synonymous  with  establish,  a  bed;  that 
was  our  intention.  This  money  was 
secured  in  time  and  paid  over,  and  a 
bed  has  been  there  ready  for  the  blind 
babies  and  those  who  care  for  them  in 
the  sanitarium." 

"What  was  done  with  the  $5,000?" 

"It  was  put  into  the  fund  for  which  it 
was  raised." 

"What  wap  done  with  it?" 

"It  went  ;nto  the  general  fund  of 
the  sanitarium.  They  paid  the  bills  of 
the  sanitarium." 

Through  an  appeal  that  moneys  were 
urgently  needed  to  establish  a  free  bed 
for  poor  needlewomen,  Mrs.  Alden 
secured  in  1911  from  the  Henry  How- 
ard Paul  estate  the  sum  of  $5,000  to 
"endow"  such  a  bed.  Instead  of  actu- 
ally endowing  such  a  bed  the  money 
was  spent  in  the  sanitarium  venture. 

That    Bed    for    Needlewomen. 

While  no  account  representing  the  en- 
dowment has  been  kept  on  the  society's 
books  there  is  testimony  to  show  that  a 
bed  for  poor  needlewomen  has  been  used 
to  a  very  limited  extent.  Mrs.  Alden 
was  unable  to  tell  how  many  weeks  the 
bed  had  been  in  use. 

"You  have  had  that  bed  two  and  a 
half  years,  haven't  you?"  she  was  asked 
by  Mr.  Hebberd. 

"Yes,  sir.  I  think  so.  I  haven't 
counted  it  up." 

"Do  you  know  that  bed  has  been  used 
only  fourteen  weeks  in  thes,e  two  and  a 
half  years  by  women  who  earn  their  liv- 
ing by  the  need! .?" 

Mrs.  Alden  didn't  answer. 

"Didn't  you  urge  that  there  was  a 
great  need  of  that  $5,000  for  needy 
needlewomen?" 

"I  think  we  wanted  a  bed  for  needle- 
women and  we  will  take  every  needle- 
woman that  comes." 

"Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  are 
not  in  this  great  city  of  New  York 
enough  sick  needlewomen  to  keep  that 
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bed  occupied  all  the  time?" 

"We  haven't  found  it  so." 

"Have  you  tried?" 

"  'The  New  Jersey  Year  Book'  has  it 
in." 

"Have  you  asked  the  C.  O.  S.  or  the 
Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities  or  the  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  or  any  other 
similar  societies  to  aid  you  in  filling 
this  bed?" 

"No,  sir." 

Mrs.  Alden  was  examined  at  length 
as  to  the  Rev.  Edwin  C.  Holman's  con- 
nection with  the  Sunshine  Society.  She 
testified  that  he  was  engaged  to  put 
up  the  mite  boxes  and  that  he  was  to 
have  25  per  cent,  as  salar;-  and  23  per 
cent,  for  expenses. 

-  "Did  you  pay  him  or  allow  him  to  de- 
duct out  of  his  collections  50  per  cent, 
of  what  he  took  from  those  boxes," 

"He  gave  the  society  50  per  cent." 

Commissioner  McGuire— He  took  out 
50  per  cent.?" 

"Not  for  himself;  he  had  a  salary  of 
25   per  cent " 

"I  am  asking  you  whether  he  didn't 
take  out  50  per  cent,  of  the  money  he 
took  from  these  boxes  that  allowed  him 
to  spread  all  over  the  city  with  a  pic- 
ture of  a  blind  girl  on  them  and  send 
you  half  the  money?" 

"Yes,   sir." 

"Did  you  know  by  any  method  what- 
soever that  he  gave  you  half  the  money 
he  collected?" 

"We  had  no  proof  except  our  faith  in 
him." 

"Do  you  consider  that  a  good  busi- 
ness method  for  the  collectio'h  of  chari- 
table moneys?" 

"I  don't  see  how  you  could  employ  a 
better  person  than  a  minister." 

When  Secretary  Hebberd  was  ques- 
tioned in  regard  to  the  facts  brought 
out  by  the  Sunshine  investigation  he 
said : 

"The  results  of  this  inquiry  show  very 
clearly  the  extent  to  which  unsuper- 
vised charities  of  a  general  nature  can 
collect  large  sums  of  money  from  the 
general  public  and  expend  them  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  whims  of  their  pro- 
moters. As  to  the  extent  of  the  mis- 
management and  graft  that  has  been 
found  to  exist  in  the  conduct  of  the  so- 
ciety, I  prefer  to  leave  that  to  the 
■  common  sense  of  those  who  read  the 
report.  It  can  be  had  on  application 
to  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

"Allow  me  to  say  that  in  the  matter 
of  acquainting  the  public  with  the  facts 
concerning  the  conduct  of  the   George 
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Junior  Republic  and  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  The  Evening  •  Sun 
deserves  commendation.  It  was  impor-  | 
tant  that  the  public  should  know  the  i 
truth  concerning  both  of  these  institu- 
tions. The  conditions  were  of  long 
standing."  .    -•■    ....  „r  ..  ■• 
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Mrs,  Alden  and  Sunshine  Society 
Scored  for  Lax  Methods  in 
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Handling  Money. 


The  International  Sunshine  Society, 
of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden 
is  the  head,  conducted  its  financial 
business  in  a  "peculiar"  manner  and 
"unlawfully"  took  money,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  special  committee 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 

The  committee  is  composed  of  Will- 
iam R.  Stewart,  Herman  Ridder,  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Kevin  and  Horace  Mc- 
Guire.  The  investigation  followed  the 
society's  application  for  an  extension 
of  corporate  purposes.  It  is  said  about 
$1,000,000  was  collected.  The  report 
says: 

"Large  sums  of  money  given  fer 
charitable  purposes  have  been  im- 
properly used  in  maintaining  the 
Bensonhurst  hospital  and  sanita- 
rium as  a  losing  business  venture, 
which  moneys  have  been  used  in 
considerable  part  without  business 
judgment  or  discretion,  and  under 
circumstanoces  which  are,  to  say 
the   least,   peculiar. 

'"The  committee  suggests  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General    for   action.      Money  .which 
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meant  to  be  used  for  the  blind 
bafhy  fund  went    into    other    chan- 
nels." 
Of  the  blind  babies'  institution  the 
report  says: 

"On   inquiry   it    was   learned   that 
no  urgent  need  for  the  bed  for  s'fck 
blind    babies    existed.      It    appears 
that     the     aggregate     time     during 
which  inmates  of  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home  were   cared   for  at  the   sani- 
tarium during  the  six  years  did  not 
exceed  seven  months." 
Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  vice-presL 
dent  of  the  society,  testified  that  the 
•Rev.  Dr.  Edward  C.  Holman,  of  Frank- 
lin   Furnace,    N.    J.,    had    the    contract 
for    placing    "mite    boxes"    in    public 
places.    He  received  25  per  cent  of  the 
gross  collections  as  salary  and  an  ad 
ditional  25  per  cent  for  expenses. 

She   surprised   the   Investigators 
stating    that    no    attempt    had    be 
made  to  keep  tab   on  the  collectio 
Asked   why  he   got   ithe   privilege 
placing  the  "mite  boxes,"  'Mrs.  Sew 
•testified: 

"Because  he  was  a  clergyman  rfhc 
seemed  very  nice,  seemed  to  have  a 
very  nice  wife." 

Martin  W.  Littleton,  attorney  for 
the  Sunshine  Society,  said  last  night 
"This  is  the  first  time  In  recorde 
history  when  a  Grand  Jury  has  as 
sumed  to  investigate,  indict,  try.  oon 
vict  and  sentence  without  giving  th 
person  accused  the  opportunity 
i&bRg  heard." 
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SPITE,  SAYS  MRS.  ALDEN. 

SunsJWw*-"       President         Answers 
Charges  of  State  Charity  Board. 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times. 
MONROE,    Mich.,    June    18.— Charging 
spite  work,   Mrs.   Cynthia  Westover  Al- 
den  of  New   York,   founder  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  International  Sunshine  So 
clety,    following   a    lecture    here    deni 
charges  by  the  New  York  State  Boar 
of  Charities  that  the   Sunshine  Societ 
had     improperly     used     large     sums     o: 
money    given    for    charitable    purposes. 
The   State  board  also   charged   in   a  re- 
port   filed    with    the    Attorney    General 
that  the  Sunshine  Society  had  no  legal 
right  to   conduct  the  Bensonhurst  Hos- 
pital  and  Sanitarium  nor  the  Home  Fi 
BliBjMBabies    at    Summit.    N.    J.,    an 
flW   all    such    work   should   be   discon- 
tinued. 


Mrs.  Alden  lays  the  charges  to  spite 
work  because  she  had  succeeded  in 
taking  blind  and  deformed  children 
from  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and 
having  them  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education  in  order 
that  they  might  be  better  cared  for.  She 
said  there  was  a  deficit  of  $23,674  in  the 
sanitarium  department  extending  over  a 
period  of  eight  years.  All  other  de- 
partments show  substantial  surpluses. 
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MRS.    ALDEN,    FOUNDER,    DENIES 
^SkMGES     MADE     BY     NEW 
ff  YORK    BOARD. 

MONROE.  Mich_  JuDe  18.— 
Charging  spite  work.  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden  of  New  York, 
founder  and  president  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  society,  loilowing 
ft  lecture  here  last,  night.  denied 
charges  by  the  New  York  state  board 
of  charities  that  the  Sunshine  society 
had  improperly  used  large  sums  of 
money  given  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  state  board  also  charged  in,  a 
report  filed  with  the  attorney  lib- 
eral that  the  Sunshine  society  had 
no  legal  right  to  conduct  the  Ben- 
sonhurst  hospital  and  sanitarium, 
nor  the  home  for  blind  "cables  at 
Summit.  N.  J.,  ^lffPeMfcttlteittbai'ork 
should  be  discontinued. 

Mrs.  Alden  lays  the  charges  to 
spite  work  because  she  had  succeed- 
ed in  taking  blind  and  defqrmed  chil- 
dren, from  the  state  board^of  chari- 
ties and  had  them  placed  under  th>>>. 
care  of  the  state  board  of  education 
in  order  that  they  might  be  bet'er 
cared   for. 

Mrs.  Alden  said  there  was  'a  de- 
ficit of  $23,874  in  the  sanitarium  de- 
partment extending  over  a  pe'iod  of 
eight  years.  All  other  departments 
show  substantial  surpluses,  which 
she  declares  to  be  an  excellent  con-^ 
dition  for  a  charitable  institution,, 


CERTIFICATES  AWARDED 

TO  BLIND  CHILDREN 


In  addition  to  a  programme  wl 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all 
present  and  which  included  the 
awarding  of  certificates  to  the  blind 
children  who  have  completed  the 
kindergarten  course  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies,  a  lawn  party  was  given  on 
the  grounds  of  the  home.  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  avenue, 
yesterday  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Mary  Peappil  and  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Steward  spoke  of  the  work 
in  connection  with  the  home  and 
lauded  Miss  Anne  Miller,  the  teacher 
of  the  kindergarten  class,  fur  her 
energetic   work. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  pre- 
sented the  certificates  to  the  chil- 
dren. Those  who  received  them 
were  Betsy  Hallenbeck,  Wilhelmina 
Winters,  Anne  Bernstein,  Richard 
Gold,  Samuel  Phillips,  Isidore  Schley, 
Max  Rotkin.  Lillian  Butler,  Esther 
Crosby  and   Josephine  Pickgers. 

Following  the  exercises,  tea  waa 
served  to  the  guests. 

Blind  Children  Hosts 
At  Big  Lawn  Party. 

In  honor  of  the  blind  Ihildren^whc 
have  completed  this  HUHliii  l^J^frcourse 
at  the  Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies,  a  lawn  party  was 
held  Friday  afternoon  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Home,  Eighty-fourth 
street  and  Thirteenth  avenue. 

An  attractive  programme,  consisting 
of  recitations,  vocal  solos  and  drills 
was  given  by  the  blind  children.  Miss 
Beatrice  Young  and  her  brother  Alfred 
sang  several  vocal  selections.  Mrs. 
Mary  Peappie  and  Mrs.  Theodore  F. 
Steward  spoke  of  the  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  home,  and  praised  Miss 
Anne  Miller,  the  teacher  of  the  kinder- 
garten class,  for  her  energetic  work. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  found- 
er of  the  Sunshine  Society,  officiated 
at  the  presentation  of  certificates._  The 


following-  received  certificates:  Betsy 
Hallendeck,  Wilhelmina  Winters,  Anne 
Bernstein,  Richard  Gold,  Samuel  Phil- 
lips, Isidore  Schley,  Max  Rotkin,  Lil- 
lian Butler,  Esther  Corsby  and  Jose- 
phine Pickgers. 

Following  the  exercises,  tea  was 
served  to  the  guests  under  the  direc^ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  se$  ' 
retary  of  the  International  SunshJ/ 
Branch  for  the  Blind. 
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NATIONAL  SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 
LAWYER  MAKES  EXPLANATION 

Regarding:  Sunshine  Society. 

Since  the  investigation  of  the  Na- 
tional Sunshine  society  began  in  New 
York  last  winter  considerable  inter- 
est has  been  aroused  all  over  the 
country  as  to  what  Mrs.  Alden's  law- 
yers might  have  to  -say.  The  R.ecord 
is  in  receipt  of  manuscript  from  Mar- 
,  tin  W.  Littleton,  the  lawyer  repre- 
senting Mrs.  Alden,  and  it  is  dated 
June  23.  It  of  course  defends  the 
work  of  the  society.  It  takes  up  the 
several  charges  preferred  and  an- 
swers each  one,  but  the  entire  docu- 
ment is  too  long  for  publication  in 
this  paper.  The  first  two  charges  ari 
of  the  most  local  interest  and  are  as 
follows: 

.  1.  "That  the  business  character 
and  financial  ability  of  Mrs.  Alden 
and  her  associates,  in. view  of  the 
facts  hereinbefore  set  forth,  are  not 
such  as  to  warrant  the  bestowal  of 
additional  powers  upon  them  through 
the  approval  by  the  state  board  of 
charities  of  the  proposed  amended 
articles  of  incorporation  submitted  to 
this  board  for  that  purpose." 
i  Answer.  The  testimony  before  the 
committee  shows  that  Mrs.  Alden 
gave  up  remunerative  employment  to 
engage  in  the  benevolent  work  car- 
ried on  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine society  and  that  she  has  unsel- 
fishly  devoted  the  prime  of  her  life 


and  all  of  her  possessions,  aggregat- 
ing more  than  $25,000,  to  this  benev- 
olent and  charitable  work,  the  perma- 
nent evidences  of  which  cannot  be 
destroyed  by  the  board  of  charities. 
It  is  a  matter  solely  for  the  conscience 
of  the  board  of  charities,  under  the 
authority  conferred  on  it  by  law,  to 
determine  whether  or  not  it  should 
refuse  to  grant  to  the  International 
Sunshine  society  additional  corporate 
powers  for  the  carrying  on  of  it3 
work  because  Mrs.  Alden  has  not  ex- 
pended the  funds  of  the  society  in 
keeping  an  improved  set  of  books  and 
preserving  every  one  of  them  for  all 
time,  and  because  they  now  differ 
with  her  as  to  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
priety of  certain  expenditures  mada 
by  the  Sunshine  society  in  good  faith 
in  carrying  on  its  benevolent  work, 
and  because  she  is  now  without  finan- 
cial resources. 

2.  That  there  is  no  need  for  the 
existence  of  an  additional  corporation 
to  care  for  blind  babies  with  an  in- 
stitution locAjfj^gittMlPMer  state,  the 
power  already  conferred  upon  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind,  with  an  institution  already  ex- 
isting in  this  state,  being  sufficient 
for  that  purpose. 

This  finding  indicates  that  it  is  the 
judgment  of  the  present  board  of 
charities  that  all  the  blind  babies  in 
this  state  must  be  cared  for,  if  at  all, 
by  the  International  Sunshine  society 
branch  for  the  blind  at  Dyker 
heights.  "The  testimony  before  the 
committee  showed  that  this  institu- 
tion already  has  about  all  the  blind 
children  it  can  properly  care  for.  The 
state  board,  however,  has  the  author- 
ity to  determine  its  own  policy  in  this 
respect.  We  regret  that  it  has  deter- 
mined that  the  children  of  this  state 
who  cannot  be  accommodated  at 
Dyker  heights  shall  not  have  the  ben- 
efit of  the  improved  facilities  of  the 
Arthur  Home  for  the  Blind  at  Sum- 
mit, N.  J.,  an  institution  now  con- 
ducted by  the  International  Sunshine 
society,  which  is  in  a  prosperous  fi- 
nancial condition  and  the  manage- 
ment and  operation  of  which  cannot 
in  any  respect  be  criticized  by  the 
state  board  of  charities  or  by  any  one. 
It  has  the  approval  of  and  is  patron- 
ized by  the  state  of  New  Jersey  ami 
many  other  statf>gB  tmnn 
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VIGOROUS  REPLY  TO 
SUNSHINE  CRITICS 


Attack  Upon  Mrs.  Alden's  Man- 
agement   Unjust  Says  New 
Jersflfy  Cojwmissioner. 

MRS.   BECKETT  ASKS   FAIR  PLAY 


"Strip    Investigation    of    Personality," 

She   Says   in  Warm   Defense  of 

Brooklyn  Woman. 


*  ■ 

A  reply  lias  been  prepared  to  the 
attack  upon  the  management  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden  as  head  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
which  conducts  the  Arthur  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  and  will 
b^TffraDetore  Governor  Fielder  In  an- 
swer to  the  New  Jersey  Commission  to 
Ameliorate  the  Condition  of  the  Blind. 

It  will  be  held  that  the  resolution  of 
condemnation  of  the  management  of 
the  International  Society  recently 
adopted  is  an  act  of  injustice.  This 
■declaration  will  be  made  by  Mrs. 
Albert  T.  Beckett  of  Salem,  N.  J.,  who 
is  one  of  the  State  Commissioners  and 
the  president  of  the  Salem  branch  of 
the  Sunshine  Society.  Mrs.  Beckett 
was  at  the  meeting  recently  when  the 
resolution  of  criticism  was  adopted  and 
ojected  to  it,  but  was  alone  in  taking 
that  stand.  She  moved  to  have  her 
protest  entered  upon  the  minutes,  but 
could  not  obtain  a  seconder  to  her  mo- 
tion. It  has  been  learned  that  there 
was  a  heated  discussion  at  this  meet- 
ing of  the  commission. 


Mrs.  Beckett's  position  is  outlined  as 
follows:  She  avows  her  confidence  in 
and  friendship  for  Mrs.  Alden,  but 
holds  that  her  attitude  is  not  based 
upon  her  personal  feelings,  but  upon 
what  she  declares  to  be  the  in- 
justice of  the  commission's  attitude 
She  holds  that  the  audit  made  by  Suf- 
fern  &  Son,  expert  accountants,  of  New 
York,  was  admittedly  incomplete,  and 
she  states  that  an  admission  of  this 
incompleteness  was  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  experts.  Mrs.  Beckett  de- 
clares that  the  methods  pursued  in  the 
investigation  which  has  resulted  in  the 
action  by  the  commission  "give  evi- 
dence of  an  intent  not  only  to  bring 
discredit  upon  Mrs.  Alden,  but  to  de- 
stroy the  society  of  which  she  has  been 
so  long  the  head." 

Mrs.  Beckett  will  not  accept  the  re- 
port of  the  expert  accountants  because 
she  says  it  does  not  comply  with  the 
resolution  of  the  commission  adopted 
January  14,  1913,  calling  for  a 
thorough  investigation  into  all  phases 
of  the  Sunshine  Society's  work.  She 
considers  the  information  furnished  as 
inadequate.  She  says  the  examination 
was  inadequate  because  it  was  held  by 
the  examiners  that  further  investiga- 
tions would  be  too  expensive.  One  of 
Mrs.  Becketts  statements  is  as  follows: 

"I  would  remind  you  that  the  evi- 
dence of  prejudiced  •vithnesses  is  never 
taken  at  full  value:  '.estt.nony  which  is 
incompetent  and  biased  would  not  be 
accepted  wher^  honor  and  justice  pre- 
vailed; it  is  also  at  varianie  with  every 
principle  of  jurisprudence  and  would 
be  thrown  out  of  a  court  of  justice. 

"Strip  this  investigation  of  all  person- 
ality," she  says,  "and  reverse  conditions. 
Would  we  accept  a  report'  of  our  work 
obtained  by  similar  methods? 

"I  know  of  a.  communication  that 
•was  presented  to  this  commission  by 
the  Progessive  Blind  Men's  Associ- 
ation of  Jersey  City,  which  questioned 
methods  of  our  supervisor.  It  was  re- 
jected because  of  prejudice.  Have  you 
dealt  with  Mrs.  Alden  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness   and   justice?" 

In  summing  up  her  conclusions  Mrs. 
Beckett  says: 

"My  candid  opinion  of  the  matter  is 
that  the  New  Jersey  Commission  for 
the  Blind  cannot  restore  itself  to  the 
confidence  of  the  State,  the  Ijegisla- 
ture,  the  committee  on  appropriations 
or  to  the  blind  in  whose  interest  we 
were  appointed  to  operate  while  it 
goes  ahead  on  its  old  tactics  of  fight-f 
ins  Mrs.   Al-  and   the  splendid   work' 

for  blind  hn ■  a  that  she  Inaugurated! 
and  which  is  commended  by  the  com- 
mission of  charities  of  the  State,  as 
though  it  were  the  main  issue  and  the 
one  great  job  ahead  of  it." 


/^VooVsUH.n,    W.a.   Citizen 

iv>Vu      31,  \<\\*k  . 

MRS.  ALOEN  MAKES 


Y 10  CHARGES 


Sunshine  Society  Files  An- 
swer With  Carmody. 

SENERAL  DENIALS 

AND  EXPLANATIONS 


Mr.  Alden  Always  Paid  Board  for 
Himself  and  'Wife  at  Benson- 
hurst  Sanitarium  —  How  Funds 
and  Stocks  Were  Handled. 


SPECIAL   TO   THE    CITIZEN') 

ALBANY.  N.  Y.,  July  31.— Attorney 
General  Thomas  Carmody  has  received 
from  Martin  W.  Littleton,  attorney  for 
the  International  Sunshine  Society,  its 
answer  to  the  report  of  the  special  com- 
mittee of  the  State  Board  of  Charities 
i-Jopted  at  its  meeting  held  June  16,  1914. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  the  commit- 
tee's report  they  made  five  specific  find- 
ings against  the  society,  and  three  find- 
ings concerning  the  proposed  amended 
certificate  of  incorporation  of  the  society. 

'Die  five  findings  against  the  society 
were  as  follows:  That  it  had  no  right  to 
conduct  the  Bensonhurst  Hospital  and 
Sanatarium  nor  the  Home  for  Blind  Ba- 
bies at  Summit,  and  that  such  work 
should   be   immediately   discontinued. 

That  large  sums  of  money  were  given 
for  charitable  purposes  have  been  im- 
properly used  in  maintaining  the  Benson- 
hurst Hospital  and  Sanatarium  as  a  los- 
ing business  venture,  which  means  have 
been  used  without  business  judgment  or 
discretion,  and  under  circumstances 
which,  to  say  the  least,  are  peculiar. 


That  tie  sum  of  $5,000  paid  form  the 
treasurer  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  branch  for  the  Blind,  which 
maintains  a  home  for  bliniPWlBes  at 
Dyker  Heights.  Brooklyn,  the  sum  of  at 
least  $?,500  was  unlawfully  taken  and 
should  be  at  once  restored  to  such  cor- 
poration. 

That  the  management  of  tlie  funds  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  and 
the  branch  for  the  blind  under  the" direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Aldeu  has  been  loose  and 
careless,  and  in  some  cases  without  war- 
rant of  law. 

These  are  generally  denied. 

In  the  committee's  report  under  the 
subhead  "Fresh  Air  Fund"  appeals  the 
committee  found  that  in  1911  the  .sum  of 
$698.68  was  raised  under  these  appeals: 
that  the  society  spent  $301.3.1  of  this 
money  and  that  they  transferred  the  bal- 
ance to  profit  and  loss,  and  that  included 
in  the  expenditures  eHown  were  a  num- 
her  of  items  for  which  no  vouchers  were 
available. 

This  charge  the  society  answers  by 
stating  that  there  was  the  sum  of  $287.71 
spent  in  what  is  known  as  the  Starkey 
lodge  by  the  society  for  fresh  air  pur- 
poses and  that  because  of  the  interest  of 
the  society  in  this  Starkey  lodge  that  the 
same  should  have  been  charged  to  the 
fresh  air  fund,  thus  leaving-  a  balance  un- 
accounted for  "of  only  $109.62.  and  that 
as  to  the  balance  unaccounted  for  the 
society  states  that  a  complete  audit  and 
investigation  of  the  books  and  records  of 
the  society  will  show  that  this  fund  was 
properly  expended,  but  was  not  properly 
charged  upon  the  books. 

One  flf  the  principal  charges  made  by 
ihe  special  committee  against  the  society 
was  that  it„eonducted  the  Bensonhurst 
Sanitarium  which  was  a  business  enter- 
prise. 

The  committee  found  that  large  sums 
of  money  collected  from  the  charitable 
for  other  purposes  were  used  to  meet  the 
deficit  iu  running  this  hospital  and  san- 
itarium, and  consistently  carried  on  as 
such.  The  prices  charged  in  the  sani- 
larium  were  from  $10  to  $40  per  week. 
The  answer  to  this  states  that  Mrs.  Al- 
ilen  never  accepted  the  benefits  of  the 
clause  giving  her  a  residence  in  the  san- 
itarium more  than  to  use  one  of  the 
rooms  of  the  suite  which  was  reserved 
for  her.  and  this  was  the  only  room  oc- 
cupied by  her  and  her  husband,  and  that 
he  paid  $20  a  week  for  board  for  him- 
self and  his  wife. 

As  to  the  charge  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  collected  from  the  charitable 
for  other  purposes,  etc..  the  answer 
states:      "If   the   committee   were   called 


upon  to  prove  then  contention  that  large 
sums  of  money  collected  from  the  char- 
itable for  other  purposes  have  been  used 
to  meet  the  deficit,  they  could  not  do 
so." 

Regarding  the  sanitarium,  the  answer 
*ays:  "In  this  case  we  do  not  contend 
that  the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  was 
not  conducted  as  a  private  corporation, 
but  we  do  contend  that  so  far  as  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  paid  the  de- 
ficit in  the  operation  of  this  institution, 
caused  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  patients  could  not  pay  the  regular 
scheduled  rate,  it  was  still  doing  a  pure- 
ly benevolent  and  charitable  work,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  it  may  have 
been  operating  the  Bensonhurst  Sani- 
tarium under  the  contract  referred  to  in 
this  case." 

The  above  are  some  of  the  main  charges 
made  by  the  special  committee  and,  in 
substance,  the  answers  thereto  made  by 
the  society.  The  matter  has  been  placed 
by  Attorney  General  Carmody  in  the 
hands  of  the  Deputy  Attorney  General 
Wilber  Chambers,  and  he  has  asked  the 
society  to  agree  on  a  day  for  a  hearing 
some  time  during  the  first  half  of  Sep- 
tember, which  will  be  definitely  an- 
nounced later. 

-*  J  


IFENDS  SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 

WriTS?'To   Attorney   General   of 

Mrs.  Alden's  "Successful 

Activity." 


RIDICULES    SOME    CHARGES 


Lawyer  Says  State   Board  of  Chari- 
ties    Made     Much     of     Book- 
keeping   Technicalities. 


Martfri  W.  Littleton,  attorney  tor  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  marie 
public  yesterday  a  twenty-page  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Carmody  defending'  the  society 
from  charges  made  against  it  by  the 
State  Board  of  Charities.     The  charges, 


wlucli  the  result  of  an  in- 

vestigation made  last  November,  alleged 
that  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
President  and  organizer  of  the  society, 
was  accustomed  to  handle  the  society's 
funds  and  also  keep  books  "  in  a  loose 
and  careless  manner." 

The  collections  from  the  mite  boxes 
placed  in  ,  public  buildings,  it  was 
charged,  were  not  accounted  for  or 
checked  up  in  a  proper  manner,  and 
fraudulent  practices  were  hinted  at  in 
connection  with  interest  accounts  for 
money  alleged  to  have  been  loaned  to 
the  society  by  Mrs.  Alden  years  age. 
The  Board  of  Charities'  final  recom- 
mendation was  that  a  new  and  more 
searching  investigation  be  made  and 
that  pending  its  outcome  "  the  Attorney 
General  take  such  action  as  he  sees  fit." 

Mr.  Littleton,  in  his  answer,  urged 
that  no  further  investigation  was  nec- 
sssary,  and  that  the  investigation  al- 
ready made  was  conducted  by  a  biased 
md  partisan  board.  He  charged  tiiat 
jealousy  over  certain  legislation  was 
the  real  basis  for  the  action,  as  tne 
state  Board  of  Charities  was  in  favor 
Df  having  local  communities  care  for 
olind  children,  while  Mrs.  Alden  re- 
alized that  blind  children  must  be  taken 
n  hand  and  taught  in  their  babyhood 
f  they  were  to  be  saved  from  becoming 
diots   and   imbeciles. 

Mr.  Littleton  reviewed  the  manner  in 
vhich  Mrs.  Alden  induced  the  State 
legislature  to  amend  the  law  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1912  so  that  her  society  could 
;are    for    blind    children. 

"  This  successful  activity  of  Mrs. 
Alden."  said  Mr.  Littleton,  "  seems  to 
have  stirred  up  the  Board  of  Charities. 
The  Secretary  of  the  board  always  vio- 
lently opposed  this  legislation,  and  pro- 
claimed it  in  the  report  against  Mrs. 
Alden  to  be  unconstitutional.  We  think 
it  is  not  only  constitutional,  but  also  a 
wise  and   beneficent  piece  of  legislation. 

"  Where  are  the  bU^L^U^-en  today 
who  have  been  left  Wrjoearjnithorities 
to  care  for'.'  How  many  of  them  are 
paupers?  How  many  of  them  have 
died?  How  many  have  been  left 
mentally  blind  and  permanently  crippled 
because  they  were  not  taught  to  exer- 
cise their  bodies?  Under  the  alleged  un- 
constitutional law  mental  eyes  have  been 
given  the  children.  We  have  no  apol- 
ogies to  make  for  the  part  taken  by 
Airs.  Alden  in  the  passage  of  the  act. 
Her  activities  should  not  discredit  her, 
even  in  the  eyes  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charii 

Mr.  Llttleton^>ok  up  specifically  the 
charges  made  as  to  Hie  misuse  of  various 
special  funds.  He  declared  that  the 
surplus  from  an  "  ISmpty  Stocking 
Christmas    Fund  "     was    large     because 


persons  sent  boxes  of  gifts,  so 
that  the  cash  was  not  needed  to  .buy 
gifts,  and  the  cash  surplus  was 
transferred   to  the  genei-al   funds. 

He  ridiculed  the  charges  of  the  State 
Hoard  of  Charities  concerning  the  "  mis- 
use "  of  this  fund  by  declaring  that  the 
board  was  Indulging  •  in  bookkeeping 
technicalities,  whereas  the  money  Was 
all  used  to  good  purpose  in  furthering 
one  phase  or  another  of  the  society's 
work. 

The  charges  made  in  connection  with 
the  finances  of  the  Bensonhurst  Sani- 
tarium, bought  by  Mrs.  Alden  and  op- 
erated in  connection  with  the  Sunshine 
Society's  work,  were  set  down  by  Mr. 
Littleton  as  matters  of  technical  book- 
keeping only.  Apparent  discrepancies  in 
the  price  at  which  shares  were  sold  to 
various  persons  were  reconciled,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Littleton,  by  adding  more 
bookkeeping  items  to  those  the  State 
Board  of  Charities  had  been  willing  toi 
take  into  account.  / 

Mr.  Littleton  agreed,  on  behalf  of  Mt^. 
Alden,  to  rearrange  the  bookkeeping 
system  in  any  manner  s'atisfactory#to 
the   State  authorities.  M 


BLIXDK] 


KIDDIES  ON   "BUMPS. 


Seventeen  o£  the  children  of  the 
Blind  Babies  Home  were  the  guests  cf 
two  prominent  Brooklyn  men  at 
Steeplechase  Park,  lajet-ffuesday.  After 
enjoying  a  luncheon  on  the  beach,  the 
seventeen  "did"  Steeplechase,  and  there 
wasn't  a  thing  they  left  urdone-- 
bumps,  chutes,  see-saws  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  nerve-trying  stunts.  The  chap- 
«rons  who  took  care  of  the  children 
during  their  outing  were  Mrs.  Grace 
McMillan.  Miss  Rose  Johanson,  Mrs. 
William  H  Ha.nilton,  Miss  Ethel  Ham- 
ilton and  Mrs.  Katharine  Berkeley. 

tsUw  ■.o«¥s  .        ■     ♦    out\ 

ot>v- j y ,__ 

COURT  GRANTS  MOVE 
AMINST"SUNSHINERS" 


State  Gets  Order  Looking  to 

Annulment  of  the  Society's 

Charter. 


PRESENTS  CHARGES  ON 
SOCIETY'S  MANAGEMENT 


Large  Sums  for  BBndJJafc 

Used  to  Boom  a  Private 

Sanitarium. 


Albany.  Sept.  26. — -Deputy  Attorney- 
General  Wilbur  W.  Chambers,  acting 
under  the  direction  of  Attorney-General 
James  A.  Parsons,  asked  Supreme  Court 
Justice  "Wiliam  R.  Rudd  to-day  to  grant 
an  order  permitting  an  action  to  annul 
the  charter  of  the  International  Sun- 
Bhine    Society. 

Leave  was  granted  pursuant  to  Sec- 
tion 131  of  the  General  Corporation  Law 
to  bring  an  action  for  "the  purpose  of 
procuring  a  judgment  vacating  the 
rter  and  annulling  the.  corporate  ex- 
igence of  the  International  Sunshine 
■  ty,  a  domestic  membership  cor- 
poration organized  under  the  laws  of 
the   State  of  New  York." 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  action 
is  token  are  the  violation  of  "any  pro- 
vision of  law  whereby  it  has  forfeited 
Its  (barter  or  become  liable  to  be.  dis- 
solved by  the  abuse  of  its  power,"  and 
"exercising  a  privilege  not  conferred 
upon  it  by  law." 

It  has  been  held  by  the  CWrt  of  Ap- 
peals in  regard  to  such  actions  that  th* 


against  the  law  which  produces  or  tend; 
to  produce  Injury  to  the  public.  Th( 
transgression  must  he  material  and  se^ 
rious  and  such  as~to  harm  or  menaci 
the  public  welfare. 

A  summons  and  ccmplaint  will  tx 
served  upon  the  Sunshine  Society,  arte 
wri  ich  it  is  expected  that  an  answer  wil 
be  filed.  It  is  possible,  and  the  mov 
ds  suggested  by  the  fact  that  Martin  ~V) 
(Littleton,  representing  Mrs.  Cynthi 
Westover  Alden,  recently  withdrew  hi 
request  for  a  public  hearing  before  th 
Attorney-General,  that  the  society  ma 

j  decide  to  let  the  c*se  go  without  figb.' 

1  lng. 

The  petition  of  the  Attorney-Genen 
Charges  that  the  Sunshine  Society  ha 
exercised  and  is  exercising  privilege 
that  belong  to  business  corporations  an 
that  it  is  engaged  in  the  businass  c 
running  a  hospital -and  sanitarium.  1 
ds  charged  that  at  this  institution,  th 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium,  surgical  oper 
ations  were  performed  and  maternity 
services  regularly  afforded  withou 
license  from  the  Board  of  Health,  con 
trary  to  the  Penal  law. 
{Management  Witliont  Legal  War 
ran*. 

The  Attorney-General  declares  thai 
"large  sums  of  money  given  for  chari- 
table purposes  have  been  improperly 
used  in  maintaining  said  Bensonhurst 
Sanitarium,"  and  that  "the  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  of  said  International 
Sunshine  Society  has  been  loose  and 
careless,  and,  in  some  cases,  without 
warrant  of  law." 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  petition  at- 
tests "that  by  reason  of  the  aforesaid 
facts  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety has  violated  the  provisions  of  the 
Membership  Corporation  Law  and  has 
become  liable  to  be  dissolved  by  reason 
of  the  abuse  of  its  corporate  powers." 

The  fourteenth  section  declares  "that 
from  the  facts  as  set  forth  herein  and 
from  information  presented  to  your 
petitioner  and  more  particularly  set 
forth  in  Exhibit  B  (the  New  York  State 
Board  of  Charities  report  for  June  16), 
your  petitioner  has  reason  to  believe 
that  an  action  may  be  maintained  on 
beholf  of  the  People.     .     .     . 


"That  in  the  judgment  of  your  pe- 
titioner the  public  interests  require 
that  such  an  action  be  brought  for  the 
relief  herein  prayed  tor." 

The  Attorney  cronerai's  petition  re- 
fers the  Court  to  the  details  of  an 
Agreement  on  JaVi.  17,  1906,  between  the 
Sunshine  Society  and  the  Bensonhurst 
Sanitarium,  which  were  set  forth  in- 
line report  of  the  State  Board  of  Chan- 
ges. The  significant  articles  of  this 
agreement  show: 

The  care  and  management  of  the 
buildings  were  to  be  turned  over  to 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  as  the 
representative  of  ;the  International 
(Sunshine   Society. 

A  suite  of  rooms  was  to  be  devoted 
to  the  use  of  Mrs.  Alden  as  her  resi- 
dence. 

Such  ether  rooms  as  were  wanted 
were  to  be  devoted  ;to  the  objects  of 
Ithe  Sanitarium  Company  and  any  other 
e  was  ^be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Sunshinf  Society  for  the  worthy  sick 
and  poor. 

Prices  were  to  be  regulated  by  a 
schedule  to  be  prepared  by  Dr.  Earl 
H.  Mayne  and  George  E.  Crater,  both 
of  whom  were  promoters  of  the  Sani- 
tarium  Company.  0.  ' 

"The  gross  profits  from  all  sources 
shall  be  equally  divided  between  both 
parties  hereto  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
every    third  month.." 

The  purchase  of  a  large  block  of 
stock  at  par  was  agreed  to. 

The  State  board  points  out  that 
there  is  want  of  evidence  that  this 
agreement  had  been  carefully  consid- 
ered by  the  membeTs  of  the  board  of 
directors,  though  there  was  evidence  of 
the  fact  Ithat  Mrs.  Alden  had  considered 
the  matter  previously  in  conference* 
with  George  E.  Crater,  Jr. 

The  evidence  laid  before  the  Court 
in  exhibnt  P.  shows  the  involved  state 
of  the  society's  affairs  over  an  extended 
period  of  years,  shows  the  misappro- 
priation of  funds  gathered  by  th,-  so- 
ciety for  blind  babies  and  the  sick. 
1  shows,  the  inadequacy  and  the  un- 
satisfactory state  of  the  society's  fi- 
nances and  the  disappearance  of  some 
account  books.  The  financial  negotia- 
tions of  Mrs.  Alden  with  George  E. 
Crater,  which  were  undertaken  ap- 
parently, the  board  declares,  "withoi/ 
any  regard  for   the  necessity  of  avofc 
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ii.gr  all  appearance  oi' laxity  or  wroi 

doing  in  the  use  of  funds,"  are  settfth 
,  in    detaiii.      And    it    is    shown    that#the 

Sunshine  Society  spent  at  least  J|92,- 
1  627.56    on    the    Bensonhurst    Sanidrrium 

business  venture,   much   of  this  ajnount 

having  been  collected  fov  specifiojchari- 
j  ta"ble    purposes    which    were    nemv    i 

Hew    ^oxH,    W.\\.   Tvt&s. 

Attorney  General  Moves 
Tp  Annul  Sunshine  Society 

Justice  Grants  Order  Against  Body,  Founded  by  Mrs. 

Alden,  to  Care  for  Blind  Children'; —  Organization 

Under  Cloud  in  Two  States. 


ALBANY,  Sept.  26.— An  order  per- 
mitting Attorney  General  James  A. 
Parsons  to  begin  an  action  to  vacate  the 
charter  and  annul  the  corporate  exist- 
ence of  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety was  granted  to-day  by  Justice 
Rudd  on  the  application  of  Parsons. 

The  summons  and  complaint  will  be 
served  in  a  few  days.  Parsons  an- 
nounced. The  action  of  the  Attorney 
General  resulted  from  allegations  by 
»epresentatiyes  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  that  the  management  of  the 
society  ■<  as  "loose'  and  careless,"  and 
that  f  ot  t  of  i/f  fu\ds  had  been  used 
w'thout  authority  for  conducting  a  hos- 
pital and  sanitarium  in  Bensonhurst 

Frequent  criticisin  and  inveetigat  on 
f"  rave  beeen  the  lot  of  the  Internat  onal 
Sunshine  Society,  an  organization  into 
whose  care  bh^nd—fhUdren  were  given. 
(With  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  as 
president-general,  :t  was  incorporated  in 
1900  to  encourage  "its  members  to  the 
performance  of  kind  and  helpful  deeds, 
and  to  thus  bring  the  sunshine  of  happi- 
I  ness  into   the  greatest  possible  number 


of  hearts  and  homes."  Mrs.  Alden  was 
founder. 

Last  year  charges  were  made  that  the 
organization,  which  was  incorporated  in 
New  Jersey,  also  had  neglected  children 
sent  to  its  Summit  (N.  J.)  home,  failing 
to  give  them  proper  care. 

In  July  last  the  New  Jersey  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  passed  resolu- 
tions discrediting  the  organization. 
In  a  report  made  by  an  investigation 
committee  of  the  New  York  State 
Board  of  Charities,  in  June  last,  Mrs. 
Alden  was  subjected  to  severe  criti- 
-  cism  and  the  society  was  charged  with 
careless  and  loose  handling  of  money 
and  with  lax  bookkeeping. 

The  committee  asserted  the  society 
had  no  legal  right  to  conduct  the  Ben- 
sonhurst  Sanitarium  or  the  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  in  Summit.  It  urged  that 
the  organization  be  compelled  to  give 
up  blind  baby  work.  i 

y^evvVsuvo^,     K.V1.    News. 

Branches  of  Southern  New  York 
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to  Meet  in  Walden 


RESCUE   OF   BLIND    BABIES 
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Work  Done  Along  These  Lines  to 
Be  Illustrated  by  Moving  Pic- 
tures and  Stereopticon — 
Officers  of  Organization 


TJorrespondence  of  Tha  News, 

Walden,  Oct.  7. — The  eleventh 
annual  State  Day  of  the  branches  in 
the  Southern  Division  New  York  State, 
International  Sunshine  Society,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  New  York, 
Bronx,  Kings,  Nassau,  Suffolk,     Rich- 


tnond,  Westchester,  Rockland,  Put- 
nam, Dutchess,  Orange,  Ulster  and 
Sullivan,  will  be  held  In  the  Parish 
bouse  of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal 
church,  Walden,  Wednesday,  October 
14,  1914. 

Neighborhood  No.  47  of  Walden,  will 
be  the  hostesses-branch,  and  through 
its  committees,  is  arranging  a  most 
enjoyable  day. 

While  the  formal  meeting  will  take 
place    on    Wednesday,    the    14th   inst, 
those  who  arrive  in  Walden  on  Tues- 
day, wiU  meet  at     an     informal  con- 
ference from  8  to  9:30  in  the  evening, 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  George     DeKay, 
who  served  as  president  of  Neighbor- 
hood Circle  No.  47  for  one  year. 
Formal  Gathering  Wednesday. 
j     The  formal  opening  of  this  annual' 
gathering  of  representative     sunshine 
workers   and   their   friends,   will  take 
place   at    10:30   Wednesday   morning, 
October   14th,     when     officers  of  the 
Southern  Division,  and  Chairman  of  its 
jeeveral   departments,  will     make     re- 
Iports  of  the  work  under  their  personal 
Supervision. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a 
box  luncheon  at  noon,  and  the  re- 
freshment committee  under  Miss  Kate 
Tears,  chairman,  will  serve  tea, 
coffee,  and  ice  cream  if  not  too  cool 
for  it  to  be  enjoyed. 

There  will  be  a  session  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  when  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  president-general  and 
founder  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  will  make  an  address.  There 
will  be  a  recitation  by  Miss  Fannie 
Tompkins  of  Ossining  and  Mrs. 
Raywold  Nichols,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Cameron 
and  Miss  Gusie  Van  Keuren  will  en- 
tertain with  vocal  selections. 

Through  the  sessions,  the  Sunshine 
Manual  adopted  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  will  be  used;  and  all 
the  rongs  sung  by  sunshiners  will  be 
those  in  the  manual. 

This  book  containing  form  for  con- 
ducting sunshine  meetings,  respon- 
sive readings  and  songs,  was  compiled 
by  a  group  of  well  known  persons  who 
gave  of  their  best  in  making  selec- 
tions appropriate  to  the  work  and  the 
spirit  of  sunshine. 

Rescue  of  Blind  Babies. 

The  evening  of  Oct.  14  wm  be  de- 
voted to  a  program  of  'Stereoptiicon  and 


moving  pictures  illustrating  the  res- 
cue of  blind  babies,  their  care  and 
training  in  the  Sunshine  Homes  for 
Blind  Babies,  founded  especially  for 
these  unfortunate  children,  through 
the  earnest  effort  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  Mr.  Merrill  of  the 
Majestic  Theatre  will  give  his  theatre 
for  the  evening. 

As  the  pictures  are  shown,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden  and  Mrs.  Nel- 
lie E.  C.  Furman,  president  of  the 
Southern  Division,  will  tell  the  story 
of  the  work  each  picture  represents, 
and  will  fully  explain  the  details  of 
this  pioneer  work  that  has  rescued 
the  infant-blind  from  the  double  dark- 
ness of  sightlessness  and  ignorance, 
resultant  from  lack  of  training  and  ed- 
ucation. 

An   Informal    Reception. 

Following  the  program  of  pictures, 
in  informal  reception  will  be  held  in 
;he  theatre,  when  every  one  will  have 
opportunity  to  personally  meet  the 
Hate  officers  and  the  president-gener- 
il.  These  will  be  glad  to  answer  all 
nquiries  as  to  the  work  of  saving 
Dlind  babies,  or  along  lines  of  other 
sunshine  endeavor.  The  small  admis- 
sion fee  charged  will  be  used  in  the 
sunshine  work,  through  the  courtesy 
}f  the  Hostess  Branch. 

Branches  throughout  the  Southern 
Division  wili  be  given  full  opportunity 
to  report  the  work  they  have  been  do- 
ing in  the  past  twelve  months,  and  to 
isk  questions  that  will  be  helpful  in 
carrying  on  their  local  work,  or  to  as- 
sist them  along  lines  of  new  under- 
takings. These  reports  will  be  most 
interesting  because  they  tell  the  story 
of  the  spread  of  good  cheer  in  every 
locality  where  Sunshine  has  taken  hold 
of  the  hearts  of  even  a  small  group  of 
people. 

Local   Members  Hosts.        "    '^! 

Local  members  in  u . ..^n  have 
kindly  opened  their  homes  to  receive 
out  of  town  delegates,  and  will  enter- 
tain them  during  their  visit  to  Walden. 
Already,  a  number  have  registered 
their  names   and   are   being  assigned 


to  homes-wnere  they  are  sure  to  re- 
ceive ■warm  welcome  and  such  genuine 
hospitality  as  is  characteristic  of  the 
Walden  people     who     know     how  to 
:  make  guests  feel  very  much  at  home. 
The  first  to  register  their  intention 
these   Sunshine   State  Day  festivities 
were  delegates  from     the     Sunflower 
Branch.     This  branch  consists  of  the 
children  at  the  Dyker    Heights     Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.     The  branch  will  be  repre- 
sented by  two     and     perhaps     three 
i  members,  who  will  give  a  special  pro- 
gram showing  what  sunshine  care  and 
training  can  do  for  the  sightless  child. 
They  will  be  accompanied  by  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  Homo,  Mrs.  Grace 
McMillen,  who  will  speak  on  the  line 
.  of  the  work  at  the  Home,  and  tell  how 
the  smallest  babies  are  cared  for,  and 
how  their  early  training  is  conducted 
in  the  nursery  preliminary  kindergar- 
ten. 

Blind  Children  Coming. 
Mrs.  Nellie  B.  C.  Furman,  president 
of  the  Southern  Division,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  McMillen  and  the  blind  chil- 
dren, will  arrive  in  Walden  early  en 
Tuesday,  the  13th  inst.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  the  public  school,  and 
meeting  the  school  children  in  their 
classes,  to  tell  them  of  the  sunshine 
work.  A  cordial  invitation  will  be  ex- 
tei  ded  to  the  school  to  attend  as  much 
of  the  State  Day  exercises  as  school 
duties  will  permit. 

Already  members  in  different  por- 
tions uf  Orange  county  have  sent  word 
that  they  intend  to  come  to  Walden 
by  automobile  so  they  can  remain  for 
the  evening  of  pictures,  and  not  be 
hurried  to  catch  trains. 

Drive   a   Pleasant  One. 
Those  who  can  reach  Walden  by  au- 
tomobile will  find  the  drive  a  pleasant 
one,  for  the  roads  are    splendid    and 
the  scenery  beautiful. 

Both  train  and  boat  service  make  it 
convenient  for  workers  and  friends  in- 
terested to  reach  Walden  from  every 
direction.  Local  timetables  should  be 
consulted  for  trains  connecting,  or  run- 
ing  direct  to  Walden.  The  troll&y  ride 
from  Newburgh  to  Walden  takes  an 
hojur,  and  the  cars  leave  hourly. 


Extend  Invitation. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Rowland,  president  of 
Neighborhood  Circle  No.  47,  in  behalf 
of  her  branch  members,  and  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Southern  Division 
extend  a  most  hearty  invitation  to  all 
to  attend  any  and  all  of  the  sessions 
of  the  State  Day,  whether  enrolled 
as  sunshine  members,  or  merely  inter- 
ested in  the  events  of  the  day.  If  you 
can  attend  this  annual  meeting,  but 
find  it  inconvenient  to  return  home 
the  same  day,  just  communicate  with 
Mrs.  Mirza  Kidd,  Walden,  N.  Y.,  and 
ask  her  to  arrange  for  your  accom- 
modation over  night.  She  is  chairman 
of  the  Hospitality  Committee,  and  will 
be  glad  to  arrange  for  your  comfort 
and  pleasure. 

Work  Is  16  Years  Old. 

While  this  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Division  is  the  eleventh  an- 
niversary of  its  organization,  the  New 
York  work  is  really  sixteen  years  old, 
for  it  is  the  seat  of  the  organizaton 
and  founding  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society.  When  the  work  started 
sixteen  years  ago,  one  president  had 
supervision  throughout  the  empire 
state;  but  as  time  passed;  New  York 
produced  so  many  undertakings,  and 
the  work  grew  with  such  phenomenal 
rapidity  everywhere,  that  it  was  found 
essential  to  divide  the  state  into  the 
parts.  Hence,  we  have  the  Western 
Division  with  its  headquarters  at  Buf- 
;  the  Northern  Division  with  head- 
quarters at  Syracuse;  and  the  South- 
ern Division  with  its  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  branches  in  public 
schools,  church  societies,  women's 
clubs  and  group  workers,  with  head- 
quarters at  Brooklyn. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Division  was  held  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria, New  York  City,  March  26,  1904, 
and  had  a  membership  of  less  than 
fifty  branches.  Now  there  are  over  a 
hundred  branches  with  a  membership 
of  about  five  thousand. 

This  is  the  first  time  In  the  history 
of  the  Division  that  the  annual  State 
Day  is  held  out  of  Greater  New  York. 
At  tlie  annual  meeting  outside  of  Man- 
hattan Borough,  on  alternate  years. 
The  object  of  this  arrangement  is  to 
give  members  and  branches  that  find 


it  inccnvenient  to  come  into  the  city, 
an  opportunity  to  nave  the  sunshine 
workers  come  to  them;  and  also  to 
carry  *he  sunshine  work  into  every 
possible  locality  throughout  the  ter- 
ritory, assigned  to  the  Southern  Divis- 
ion. 

Officers  Of  Division. 
The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  South- 
ern Division  includes:  Mrs.  Nellie  B. 
C.  Furman,  president;  Miss  Anna 
Louise  McFarland,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Ashmead,  recording 
secretary;  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell, 
treasurer:  Mrs.  George  H.  Wilkinson, 
a\iditor  and  financial-secretary;  Mrs.j 
Rivingston  D.   Lord,  Mrs.  E.   C.   BurJ 

BLIND  CHILDREN 
ONG  DELEGATES 


t  State  Day  Meeting  of 
Sunshine  Society 


The  eleventh  annual  State  day  of  tho 
International  Sunshine  Society  of  the 
Southern  Division  of  New  York  will  bf> 
held  to-morrow  at  Walden,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  The  Neighborhood  Circle, 
No.  47,  will  be  hostess,  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Roland  will  preside. 

Among  the  representative  Sunshine 
workers  of  Brooklyn  who  will  accompany 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  the  president 
of  the  Southern  Division  of  New  York 
State,  to  Walden  are:  Mrs.  Joseph  L. 
Ashmead,  secretary;  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Camp- 
bell, treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burgess,  chair- 
man Fresh  Air  Department:  Mrs.  Royal 
W.  Gage,  Interna tnonal  Ways  and  Means' 


Committee;  Mrs.  "Robert  Young,  of_  the 
International  Sunshine  Guild;  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine  Birkeley,  president's  aide;  Mrs. 
Helen  Lindsay,  secretary  House  Commit- 
tee for  the  Dyker  Heights  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Barcrwell,  Blind  Babies' 
Helpers  Branch;  Mrs.  William  H.  Hamil- 
ton, Brooklyn  Branch  No.  5:  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  Alden,  president-general 
and  founder  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety Mrs.  Grace  McMillen,  superintenH- 
ent "Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home:  Mrs. 
A  N.  Washington,  Branch  No.  1;  Mrs. 
Louise  T.  Mead,  of  the  Office  Branch; 
Mrs.  Edith  E.  M.  Casey,  Jolly  Thirteen 
Branch:  Dr.  Walter  A.  A.  Gardner,  Sun- 
shine chaplain-at-large;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Root, 
of  Cameo  Branch. 

Mrs  Grace  McMillen,  superintendent 
of  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  for  Blind 
Babies,  will  explain  ther  UU'M  Ul  MM 
Sunshine  Home  and  will  be  assisted  m 
an  entertainment  by  three  of  tb>  students 
from  Dvker  Heights,  little  Lillian  But- 
ler. Eleanor  Foster  and  Rose  Cohen, 
■who  were  three  delegates  elected  by  the 
Sunflower  branch  made  up  entirely  of 
blind  children. 

There  will  be  several  other  speakers 
and  singers  from  other  branches. 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  DAY 


Mrs.  Alden  to  Address  Session 

This   Afternoon. 


lecinl  to  The  Eagle.) 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  October  14— Neigh- 
borhood No.  47  of  Walden  is  entertain- 
ing the  delegates  to  the  eleventh  an- 
nual State  day  of  the  branches  of  the 
southern  division  of  the  State  of  New 
York  International  Sunshine  Society 
at  the  parish  house  of  St.  Andrew's 
Episcopal  Church.  Although  the  hour 
set  for  opening  was  10:30  this  morning, 
but  little  business  has  been  transacted 
>et,  the  delegates  registering  and  be- 
ing looked  after  by  the  local  commit- 
tee. 

This  afternoon  the  real  business  of 
the  session  will  begin,  with  an  address 
by     Mrs.     Cynthia      Westover     Alden 
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president  g-eneral  and  founder  of  the' 
organization.  She  arrived  yesterday, 
as  did  Mrs,  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  presi- 
i  dent  of  the  .southern  division:  Mrs.  Me-' 
Millan,  superintendent  of  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  with 
three  of  the  hlinf^hnhips  in  charge; 
Mrs.  Louis  B.  camp  Bell,  treasurer  of 
the  society,  and  Mrs.  Byron  E.  Mead, 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Burgess,  Mrs.  Joseph  Ash- 
mead  and  Mrs.  Koyal  W.  Gage  of  the 
state  board;  Mrs.  A.  N.  Washington, 
Mrs.  Katherine  Birkeley.  Mrs.  Robert 
Young.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell  and  Mrs. 
Helen  Lindsey  from  the  Helpers 
branch  of  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  Edith  A.  M. 
Casey,  assistant  secretary  of  trie  Sun- 
shine headquarters,  and  the  Rev.  Wal- 
ter A.  A.  Gardner,  one  of  the  chaplains 
of  the   Sunshine  Society. 

Mrs.  Furman  and  Mrs.  McMillan 
took  the  blind  babies  to  the  public 
school  of  the  village  and  addressed  the 
children  on  the  work  of  the  society. 
East  night  the  delegates  were  given  a 
reception  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  George 
De  Kay  on  Maple  street,  Walden. 


'he  "Leaders    Tell    of    Their 

Work  In  the  Interest  of 

Blind  Babies. 

Walden    Folk     Open     Their 

Homes  With  Characteristic 

Orange  Go.  Hospitality, 


Walden,  Oct.  14.— The  eleventh  an- 
nual State  Day  of  the  branches  in  the 
Southern  Division,  New  York  State, 
International  Sunshine  Society,   com- 


prising  the  counties  of  New  York, 
Bronx,  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau,  Suf- 
folk, Richmond,  Westchester,  Rock- 
land, Putnam,  Dutchess,  Orange,  Ul- 
ster and  Sullivan,  is  being  held  in  the 
Parish  House  of  St.  Andrew's  Episco- 
pal Church  here  today. 

Neighborhood  No.  47  of  this  village, 
is  the  hostess-branch,  and  through  its 
committees,  is  arranging  a  most  en- 
joyable day. 

While  the  formal  meeting  is  being 
held  today  those  who  arrived  in  Wal- 
den  on  Tuesday  met  at  ah  informal 
conference  from  eight  to  nine-thirty 
last  evening,  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
George  DeKay,  who  served  as  presi- 
dent of  Neighborhood  Circle  No.  47 
for  one  year. 

The  formal  opening  of  this  annual 
gathering  of  representative  sunshine 
workers  and  their  friends,,  took  place 
at  10.30  this  morning,  when,  officers 
of  the  Southern  Division,  and  chair- 
man of  its  several  departments,  made 
reports  of  the  work  under  their  per- 
sonal supervision. 

A  box  luncheon  was  served  at 
noon,  and  the  Refreshment  Commit- 
tee under  Miss  Kate  Tears  served  tea, 
coffee,  and  ice  cream. 

Another  session  was  held  at  2 
o'clock  this  afternoon  when  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president- 
general  and  founder  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  made  an  ad- 
dress. This  was  followed  by  recita- 
tions by  Miss  Fannie  Tompkins  of 
Ossining,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Cameron, 
Mrs.  Ray  Nichols  and  Miss  Gussie 
Van  Keuren  entertained  with  vocal 
selections. 

Through  the  sessions,  the  Sunshine 
Manual  adopted  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  is  being  used;  and 
all  the  songs  sung  by  Sunshinero  will 
be  those  in  the  Manual.  This  book 
containing  forms  for  conducting  sun- 
shine meetings,  responsive  readings 
and  songs,  was  compiled  by  a  group 
of  well  known  persons  who  gave  of 
their  best  in  making  selections  appro- 
priate to  the  work  and  the  spirit  of 
sunshine. 
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The  evening  will  be  devoted  to  a 
program  of  stereopticon  and  moving 
pictures  illustrating  the  rescue  of 
blind  babies,  their  care  and  training 
in  the-3uiitJlimy-geBHe^lM»^r?!'.l!u  Oa? 
bies,  founded  especially  for  these  un- 
fortunate children,  through  tli-3  <  arn- 
est  effort  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society.  Mr.  Merrill  of  the  Ma- 
jestic Theatre,  will  give  his  theatre 
for  the  evening. 

As  the  pictures  are  shown,  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  and  Mrs. 
Neillie  E  C.  Furman,  president  of  the 
Southern  Division,  will  tell  the  story 
of  the  work  each  picture  represents, 
and  will  fully  explain  the  details  of 
this  pioneer  work  that  has  iescu<?d 
the  infant-blind  from  the  doubii>  dark- 
ness of  sightleness  and  ignorance  re- 
sultant from  lack  of  training  and  edu- 
cation. 

Following  the  program  of  pictures, 
an  informal  reception  will  be  held  in 
the  theatre,  when  every  one  will  have 
opportunity  to  personally  meet  the 
State  Officers  and  the  President-Gen- 
eral. They  will  be  glad  to  answer 
all  inquiries  as  to  the  work  of  sav- 
ing blind  babies,  or  along  lines  of 
other  sunshine  endeavor.  The  small 
admission  fee  charged  will  be  used  in 
the  sunshine  work,  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Hostess-Branch. 

Branches  throughout  the  Southern 
Division  will  be  given  full  opportunity 
to  report  the  work  they  have  been  do- 
ing in  the  past  twelve  months,  and  to 
ask  questions  that  will  be  helpful  in 
carrying  on  their  local  work,  or  to  , 
assist  them  along  lines  of  new  under- 
takings. These  reports  will  be  most 
interesting  because  they  tell  the  story 
of  the  spread  of  good  cheer  in  every 
locality  where  Sunshine  has  taken 
hold  of  the  hearts  of  even  a  small 
group  of  people  Local  members  in 
Walden  have  kindly  opened  their 
homes  to  receive  out  or  town  dele- 
gates, and  will  entertain  them  during 
their  visit  to  Walcen.  Already,  a 
number  have  registered  their  names, 
and  are  being  assigned  to  homes 
where  they  are  sure  to  receive  warm 
welcome  and  such  genuine  hospitality 


as  is  characteristic  of  the  Walden  peo- 
ple. Among  the  first  to  report  for 
the  Sunshine  State  Day  festivities 
were  delegates  from  the  Sunflower 
Branch.  This  branch  consists  of  the 
children  at  the  Dyker  Heights  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  The  Branch  will  be  repre- 
sented by  three  members,  who  will 
give  a  special  program  showing  what 
sunshine  care  and  training  can  do  for 
the  sightless  child.  They  are  accom- 
panied by  the  superintendent  of  the 
Home,  Mrs.  Grace  McMillen,  who  will 
speak  on  the  line  of  the  work  at  the 
Home,  and  tell  how  tlife  smallest  ba- 
baies  are  cared  for,  aa<d  how  their 
early  training  is  conducted  in  the 
nursery  preliminary  kindergarten. 

Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  president 
of  the  Southern  Division,  accom- 
panied by '  Mrs.  McMillen  and  the 
blind  children,  arrived  in  Walden  ear- 
ly on  Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  vis- 
iting the  public  school,  and  meeting 
the  school  children  in  their  classes, 
to  tell  them  of  the  sunshine  work.  A 
cordial  invitation  was  extended  to 
the  school  by  her  to  attend  as  much 
of  the  exercises  as  school  duties  will 
permit. 

While  this  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Division  is  the  eleventh  an- 
niversary of  its  organization,  the  New 
York  work  is  really  sixteen  years  old, 
for  it  is  the  seat  of  the  organization 
and  founding  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society.  When  'the  work  start- 
ed sixteen  years  ago,  one  president 
had  supervision  throughout  the  Em- 
pire State;  but  as  time  passed,  New 
York  produced  so  many  undertakings, 
and  the  work  grew  with  such  phe- 
nominal  rapidity  everywhere,  that  it 
was  found  essential  to  divide  the 
state  into  three  parts  Hence,  we 
have  the  Western  Division  with  its 
headquarters  at  Buffalo;  the  North- 
ern Division  with  headquarters  at 
Syracuse;  and  the  Southern  Division 
with  its  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty    branches      in    public    schools. 


BLIND    BABIES'    GALA    DAY 


Entertainment  and  Reception  at 
Bgfrie  at  Bath  Beach. 

Saturday  was  gala  day  at  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  at 
Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue.  The  afternoon's  programme 
was  furnished  by  the  blind  children 
themselves.  Songs,  recitations  and  pi- 
ano duets  were  given. 

The  women  of  the  Mothers'  Club  of 
Public  School  No  108,  with  Miss  Grace 
E.  Patterson,  Miss  Grace  E.  Day  and 
Miss  Grace  Hamilton  as  leaders,  and 
the  women's  class  of  the  Bushwick 
Avenue  Congregational  Church,  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  William  Gaus, 
were  the  invited  guests  of  the  after- 
noon. They  each  brought  a  little 
package  of  remembrance  for  the  chil- 
dren. There  were  over  seventy-live 
present.  After  the  ladies  were  shown 
over  the  entire  two  buildings  on  the 
grounds,  Mrs.  Nellie  C.  Furman,  who 
is  president  of  the  Southern  Division 
of  the  society,  gave  a  long  talk  on  the 
care  of  the  children  from  the  time  they 
enter  the  home  until  they  leave.  The 
children  are  all  under  the  motherly 
supervision  of  Mrs.  Grace  McMillen, 
superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Aiken, 
house  mother. 

Mrs.  Furman  said  that  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  to  overcome  in  the 
beginning  of  a  blind  child's  training  is 
to  teach  it  to  handle  things,  as  even 
their  hands  and  feet  seem  unknown 
properties  to  many  of  them.  Their 
education  is  like  that  of  every  other 
child  who  is  trained  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

A  new  branch  of  their  education 
which  has  just  been  started  is  that  of 
dancing  and  physical  culture.  This  is 
to  insure  greater  confidence  in  their 
walking.  The  horizontal  bar  is  the 
latest  improvement  added  to  their 
playground  and  has  been  in  constant 
use  by  both  boys  and  girls. 


Keurboxo^,    KaV.     Hews. 

LETTER    FROM    MRS.  ALDEN. 

TiHeNews  received  the  following 
letter  from  Mrs.  Synthia  Westover  Ai- 
ders of  New  York  city,  president-gen- 
eral *pf  the  InternationaJ  Sunshine  So< 
ciety,  relative  to  The  News'  recent 
comment  on  the  action  taken  by  At- 
torney-General Parsons  to  dissolve 
the  association  because  it  has  com- 
mitted the  grave  offense  (in  the  eyes 
of  certain  charity  politicians)  of  estab- 
lishing a  home  for  blind  babies: 

"I  have^j iio  L  !'Pu^  il l  iff!  * '  'yt^r  edi- 
torial of  Oct.  20.  It  is  hardly  neces< 
sary  to  tell  you  that  we  get  great  com- 
fort from  your  words.  Our  society 
which  takes  care  of  the  blind  babies 
is  a  newspaper  club*  Originally  we 
were  all  newspaper  people,  but  during 
the  last  few  years  our  ranks  have  been 
joined  by  good  people  all  over  the 
world,  who  wanted  to  help. 

"We  have  all  worked  without  salary, 
getting  ample .  compensation  in  the 
doing  of  kind  deeds.  Some  politics 
has  taken  up  cur  work,  or  rather  has 
begun  to  interfere*  with  our  work,  i! 
been  wondering  many  times  why  the 
newspapers  did  not  come  more 
promptly    to    our    aid. 

"I  got  a  letter  from  one  of  our  home 
papers  the  other  day  saying  that  theyi 
would  print  our  side  if  we  paid  adver- 
tising   rates. 

"Perhaps  I  am  one  of  the  oldest 
newspaper  women  in  the  country. 
You  can  imagine  how  pained  and 
grieved  I  was,  to  get  such  a  response 
to  my  appeal  for  support.  I  had  the 
same  terrible  feeling  go  over  me  that 
I  once  experienced  when  I  saw  a  cat 
eating  her  own  kitten. 

"We  are  a  newspaper  club  and  all 
our  work  is  the  result  of  newspaper 
publicity  given  to  the  cause,  and  yeta 
suddenly  I  realize  that  the  newspapers ' 
have    lent    their    columns    to    tearing 
down  our  work,  as  far  as  we  can  s^ 
i  without  any  justification". 


linn 
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mm  society 

:  JFPHUFB  AID 

Objects  to  Dissolution  by 
Attorney  General. 

MAINTAINS  ITS  WORK 

HAS  BEEN  EXCELLENT 


Believes  That  Legal  Technicality  of 
Reproach  Should  Be  Removed, 
but  That  Organization  Ought  to 
Be  Fostered  by  State. 


Friends  of  Ihe  International  Sunshine 
Society  are  rallying  to  its  support  against 
the  proposition  of  the  Attorney  General 
to  dissolve  the  organization.  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia Westover  Alden,  a  prominent  Brook- 
lyn woman,  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
society  declare  that  the  society  is  doing 
a  vast  amount  of  good  work  and  cite 
newspaper  stories  and  editorials  to  prove 
their   contention. 

The  activities  of  the  organization  are 
well  known  to  the  general  public.  It 
maintains  a  ssanitarium  lor  the  sick,  the 
Westover  Lodge,  a  rest  home  in  Benson- 
hurst,  the  Arthur  Home  for  BJia4«Babies 
in  Summit,  N.  J.,  and  in  many  other 
ways  does  excellent  work. 

A  statement  issued  by  the  society  says: 

"The  idea  of  dissolving  a  society  which 
is  accomplishing  so  much  in  so  helpful  a 
way   is  novel  and  somewhat  startling. 

"The  specific  complaint  against  the  so- 
ciety is  that  it  maintains  these  institu- 
tions. If  there  is  a  legal  technicality 
in  the  way  of  this,  then  the  proper 
thing  is  to  get  rid  of  the  technicality, 
not  the  institutions  doing  good  work,  or, 
in  other  words,  help  to  put  the  society 
right,   that  it   may  continue  doing  good. 


Heurl^ovV,,    K.U.    Sun, 

SUNSHINERS' 
TRIAL  TO  COME 
EARLY  IN  YEAR 

^1 

Hearing  of  Action  to  Vacate 

Charter  Set  Down  for 

January  Term. 


ANSWER  TO  SUIT  DENIES 
ILLEGAL  USE  OF  FUNDS 


New  Facts  Gleaned  in  Special 
Inquiry  by  Attorney-Gen- 
eral's Office. 


Aibant,  Dec.  28. — The  action  insti- 
tuted by  Attorney-General  Parsons  to 
vacate  the  charter  and  annul  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  has  been  set  down 
for  trial  at  the  January  term  in  New 
York  County.  Deputy  Attorney-Gen- 
eral Chambers,  who  was  designated  to 
prosecute    this   action,    announced    that 
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he  would  press  it   to  trial  as   soon  as 
possible. 

"I  believe,"  said  Mr.  Chambers,  "that 
the  Attorney-General'is  office  has  more 
than  sufficient  evidence  concerning  the 
Irregularities  and  illegal  practises  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  */ 
Impress  a  jury  with  the  necessity  of 
terminating  the  corporate  existence  of 
this  society.  The  findings  of  the  spe- 
cial commission  which  inquired  into 
the  activities  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  as  well  as  its  conduct  of 
the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium,  have  been 
supplemented  by  a  special  inquiry  made 
by  ifhe  Attorney-General's  office  before 
Its    complaint   was    drafted.'" 

Answer   Makes  Denial.  ,; 

The  answer  of  the  society  to  ithe  com- 
plaint of  the  Attorney-General  is  a 
general  denial.  Martin  W.  Littleton, 
counsel  for  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Al- 
den,  President  General  of  the  society, 
recently  filed  the  answer  with  the  At- 
torney-General. The  answer  denies 
that  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
illegally  and  unlawfully  exercised  priv- 
s  and  franchises  belonging  to  busi- 
ness corporations.  The  Attorney-Gen- 
eral alleged  that  the  society,  which  was 
a  membership  corporation,  overstepped 
the  limitations  placed  upon  it  by  char- 
ter and  engaged  in  a  business  which 
only  a  business  corporation  was  em- 
powered to  conduct. 

The  answer  also  denies  that  the  so- 
ciety   entered   into    an   agreement    with 
the    Bensonhurst    Sanitarium    Company 
under    which    it    agreed    to    conduct    a 
j  sanitarium    and    hospital    for    a    period 
[Of   ten    years.     The   Attorney-General's 
complaint    against    the   society   charged 
this    agreement    was    entered   into 
in  January.  190?,  and  that  the  Sunsnine 
Society  has  conducted  and  is  now  con- 
ducting  a    sanitarium    and    hospital    at 
Bensonhurst,  New  York,  where  the  sick 
have  been  cared  for,  surgical  operations 
performed  and  maternity  services  regu- 
larly carried  on  without  a  license  from 
!  the   Board   of   Health    and    contrary    to 
the  provisions  of  the  penal  law. 

The  charge  made  by  the  Attorney- 
: General  that  large  sums  of  money  given 
I  for  charitable  purposes  to  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society  have  been 
Improperly  used  in  maintaining  the 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  was  also  d'<- 
nied. 


i  society  denies  that  it  conducted 
iolation   of   law   what    was   known 
as  the  Art? 

at  Summit,  N.  J7T  also 
mltted  a  violation  in  the  conducting  of 
a  home,  lodging  house  and  hotel  known 
&b  "Westover  Lodge  at  Bensonhurst. 

The  connection  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  with  the  Bensonhurst 
Sanitarium  is  explained  in  this  fashion 
!n  his  answer: 

An  Explanation. 

"The  defendant  after  going  over  the 
expense  of  fitting  up  and  equipping 
said  buildings  and  property  for  sani- 
tarium purposes  entered  into  a  contract 
with  said  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  Com- 
pany for  the  management  and  opera- 
tion by  defendant  of  said  building  and 
property  for  sanitarium  purposes.  That 
before  entering  into  said  contract  the 
defendant  consulted  a  competent  at- 
torney. He  advised  it  that  it  had  au- 
thority under  its  charter  to  make  said 
contract  and  to  acquire  and  hold  stock 
in  said  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium;,  that 
after  making  said  agreement  defendant 
rook  possession  of  said  property  and 
purchased  and  acquired  stock      .     .     . 

"That  after  entering  into  sMd  agree- 
ment defendant  decided  that  it  ought 
lo  acquire  all  of  said  stock  of  - 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  Company;  and 
within  a  period  of  eighteen  months 
thereafter  expended  a  considerable  sum 
ol     money    ;n    acq  ntrolling 

interest  in  the  stock  of  said  company, 
and  also  purchased  a  mortgage  of  $30,- 
000  constituting  a  lien  on  said  prop- 
erty." 

The  answer  states  that  the  defendant 
t'perated  the  Bensonhurst  property  for 
sanitarium  purposes  until  the  month 
of  Xovember,  1914. 

To   the  charge  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral that  the  society  under  various  pi 
.■ollected    from    the    benevolent    public 
e    sums    of    money    aggregating    a- 
sum  in  excess  of  $207,000,  a  portion 
w  lxich  money  has  been  illegally  and  im- 
perly  used   to   conduct   the   Benson- 
burst    Sanitarium    and    other    busini 
ventures,    the    answer    sots    forth    that 
r  a  time  the  officers  of  the  society 
decided  it  would  be  best  to  make  Ben- 
sonhurst    Sanitarium    its    ottieial    head- 
quarters,   thus   making   the   sanitarium 
of  its  benevolent  aud  charitable 
work. 
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The  answer  denies  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  of  the  International 
Sunshine    Society,    received    from    the.| 
public  as  charitable  gifts,  has  been  loose' 
and   careless  and  that   some   of  its  exj 
nenditures  were  made  illegally. 
The     answer  "sets    up  "that     several 
!  months    ago    the    society    was    advised 
by    Its   attorney   that   in   his   opinipn   it 
should  sever  in'  every  way  its  connec- 
tion  with    the   Bensonhurst   Sanitarium 
|  Company,  because  it  could  not  purchase 
he  stock  of  said  oompanV,  and  was 
advised  that  the  contract"  for  the  opera- 
tion    of     a     sanitarium     by     defendant 
should  be  abrogated  and  that  it  should 
sell    and    dispose    of   its    controlling   in- 
terest in  the  sanitarium  company.     The 
answer  says  that  the  society  expects  to 
sell   and   dispose^  of  this   siock. 

Asked   for  IJermit. 

The  answer  recites  that  before  the 
commencement  of  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral's action  the  Bensonhurst  Sanita- 
rium Company  applied  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Health  of  New  York  city 
for  a  permit  to  take  maternity  cases. 
It  was  advised  that  it  had  this  authority 
r    its   charter. 

In  reply  to  the  charge  that  it  con- 
ducted the  Arthur  .Home  for  Blind  Ba- 
li i e s   w K ho u t   au t  I        1 1     hi 1 |  n_    a n - 

swex..tJv.pAi*ui8    the    terrible   predicament"  • 

in    which    untrained    blind    babies    find 
themselves  upon  reaching  a  certain  age. 
li    a'jsi     lavs   stress   upon   the   fact   that 
ill  en  is  often  result  from  lack  , 
►f    blind    children. 
Is    efforts    to    alleviate    the 
sufi'  Ip   blind   babies    to   be- 

come usefiii.  at  least  to  themselves. 

EAGER  TO  TRY  SUNSHINE  SOCIETY 

Xttorney  General's  Office  Sure  of  Ending 
Its     Cor  porate  Existence. 

Albany,  Dec.  28. — The  action  insti- 
tuted by  Attorney  General  Parsons  to 
vacate  the  charter  and  annul  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  has  been  noticed  for 


trial  at  the  January  term  in  New  York 
County.  Deputy  Attorney  General 
Chambers,  who  was  designated  to  prose- 
cute this  action,  announced  that  1  i 
would  claim  a  preference  of  the  action 
and  press  it  to  trial  as  soon  after  the 
first  of  the  year  as  possible. 

"I  believe,"  said  Mr.  Chambers, 
"that  the  Attorney  General's  office  has 
more  than  sufficient  evidence  concern- 
ing the  irregularities  and  illegal  prac- 
tices of  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety to  impi-ess  a  jury  with  the-  neces- 
sity of  terminating  the  corporate  exist- 
ence of  this  society.  The  findings  of 
the  special  commission  which  inquired 
into  the  activities  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  as  well  as  its  con- 
duct of  the  Bensonhurst  sanatorium, 
have  been  supplemented  by  a  special 
inquiry  made  by  the  Attorney  General's 
office  before  its  complaint  was  drafted." 
The  answer  of  the  society  to  the 
complaint  of  the  Attorney  General  is  a 
general  denial  of  practically  every 
charge  made  against  it.  Martin  W. 
Littleton,  counsel  for  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  president  general  of 
the  society,  recently  filed  this  answer 
with  the  Attorney  Geenral.  The  an- 
swer denies  that  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  illegally  and  unlawfully 
exercised  privileges  and  franchises  be- 
longing to  business  corporations.  The 
Attorney  General  alleged  that  the  so- 
ciety, which  was  a  membership  cor- 
poration, overstepped  the  limitations 
placed  upon  it  by  charter  and  engaged 
in  a  business  which  oily  a  business 
corporation  was  empowered  to  conduct. 
The  answer  also  denies  that  the  so- 
ciety entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Bensonhurst  Sanitarium  Company 
under  which  it  agreed  to  conduct  a  san- 
atorium and  hospital  for  a  period  of 
ten  years. 

The  Attorney  General's  complaint 
against  the  society  charged  that  this 
agreement  was  entered  into  in  January, 
1906,  and  that  the  Sunshine  Society  has 
conducted  and  is  now  conducing  a  san- 
atorium and  hospital  at  Bensonhurst, 
N.  Y„  where  the  sick  have  been  cared 
for,  surgical  operations  performed  and 
maternity  services  regularly  carried  on- 
without  a  license  from  the  Board  of 
Health  and  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  penal  law.  The  charge  made  by 
the  Attorney  General  that  large  sums 
of  money  given  for  charitable  purposes 
to  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
have  been  improperly  used  in  maintain- 
ing the  Bensonhurst  sanatorium  was 
also  denied. 


The  society  denies  that  it  conducted 
in  violation  of  law  what  was  known  as 
the  Arthur  Home  for  BlindBajjies,  at 
Summit,  N.  J.;  also  thul  i*^fo*mnrttted  a 
violation  in  engaging  in  another  busi- 
ness venture  in  the  conducting  of  a 
home,  lodging  house  and  hotel  kr.own 
as  Westover  Lodge,  at  Bensonhurst. 

The  answer  denies  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  funds  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  received  from  the 
public  as  charitable  gifts  has  been 
loose  and  careless,  and  that  some  of 
its  expenditures  were  made  illegally.  £ 
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JO  AID  BLIND  BABIES. 
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nnnal     Sunshine     Meeting 
Held  April  17. 

The  tenth  annua i  meeting  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  April  17, 
fffl'd,  "fn"tbe  Ames  Assembly  Room, 
U'csfover  Lodge,  £*y  Thirty-second 
street,  Bensonhurst,  instead  of  the  Dyk- 
cr  Heights  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Ba- 
iies,  as   was  previously   planned. 

This  change  in  place  of  meeting  is 
necessitated  because  of  illness  among  the 
children  at  the  home. 

The  business  session  is  called  for  10:30 
in  the  morning,  when  reports  of  officers, 
superintendent,  teachers  and  committees 
will  be  submitted  and  a  history  of  the 
year's  work  given. 

The  House  Committee,  with  Mrs.  Will- 
.aiu  Hamilton  as  chairman,  will  he  the 
hostess  of  the  day,  and  will  serve  lunch- 
eon at  noon.  Those  assisting  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton are  Mrs.  Helen  Lindsey,  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Bardwell,  Mrs.  Katlierine  Birkeley 
a  tin   Mrs.  Josephine   Lytle. 

From  2  lo  4  in  the  afternoon  there 
will  be  ,i  special  programme  of  music 
and  addresses. 

The  oleetiof)  of  directors  to  serve  for 
three  years  will  take  place  at  the  busi- 
ness  session. 

children's  programme  prepared 
illy  for  this  meeting, '.will  be  post- 
poned until  May  22.  when  a  garden  par* 
ty  will  he  given  ai  the  Dyker  Heights 
Home  as  a  special  feature  of  the  Sun- 
shine annual  convention,  which  takes 
place  ,-it  Westover  IvOdge,  May  10  to  23, 
inclusive. 

All  interested  in  the  work  for  the  care 
and  education  ol  blind  babies  will  be 
cordially  welcomed  at  this  tenth  annual 
meeting.  _  ^^ 


SUNSHINE  BEAMS  AT  SOCIETY'S 
FEAST 

MomefrW*   Reunion,     Refreshed 
With  Good  Cheer,  Reigns 

at  "Idle  Rest."    , 

— , 

WARM  PRAISE  FOR  MRS.  ALDEN. 


tNinctccii    Years    of    Achievement    in 
Cause   of  Blind   Babies  . 

Is  Reviewed. 


A  spirit  of  comradeship  and  good 
-cheer  enlivened  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  International  Sun jMfl|ftfiMirtii<i'\»'liiiti 
.iiight,  attn"4,,,tfriJre-"Tl'est  Hotel,  Benson- 
ihurst-by-the-Sea.     A  shore   dinner — a 


r  novelty  to  many  of  the  delegates  from 
[inland  States — a  prima  donna  from  the 
j'Berlin  Opera  House  and  clever  toasts 
h"by  well  known  men,  made  this  dinner 
jone  of  the  most  successful  features 
}pt  the  seventeenth  annual  convention 
tpf  the  society. 

':  There  were  no  formal  speeches.  Mrs. 
E&oyal  W.  Gage  gave  the  greeting. 
;!Each  of  the  guests,  as  he  responded 
*\o  a  toast,  took  occasion  to  pay  tribute 
*J^o  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  pres- 
'  ident  general  of  the  International  Sun- 
shin"e"-Society  and  its  founder,  who  has 
^'had^  some  hard  battles  to  fight  during 
-the  past  year. 

';    The   International   Sunshine   Society 
was   originally  a   newspaper  club,    or- 
ganized on  the  old  New  York  Recorder 
'.In  189  6,  when  Miss  Cynthia  Westover 
■was  editor  of  the  Woman's  Page.     The 
pinner    last    night    was    a    reunion    of 
wany  of  the  workers  on  the  Recorder 
,  of .  nineteen   years  ago.      Julius  Cham- 
bers, at  that  time  the  news  editor  and 
. the  "Boss"  of  the  others,  recalled   the 
time  when  Miss  Westover  came  to  him 
and   first  suggested  starting  the   Sun- 
shine Society. 

The  foreman  of  the  composing  room 
of  those  days,  Henri  RagowskI,  the 
handsome  office  boy  "Gene"  and  one 
of  the  girls  who  distributed  type,  re- 
sponded to  John  Alden,  who  intro- 
duced the  Recorder  speakers  and 
talked  of  old  times. 

Judge  Frederick  E.  Crane,  Don  C. 
Seitz,  Herbert  F.  Gunnison,  Dr.  A.  O. 
Buck,  Thomas  Clark,  Arthur  M.  Howe, 
Eugene  F.  Bannigan  and  C.  F.  Kings- 
ley,  formerly  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Re- 
view, responded  to  toasts. 

"Sunshine  and  Law"  was  Judge 
Crane's  topic,  and  his  efforts  to  prove 
that?  the  two  are  always  close  to- 
gether was  greeted  with  good-natured 
laughter  and  chaffing. 

When i  Mr.  Gunnison,  who  has  been 
familiar  with  the  work  of  the  society 
since  its  organization,  congratulated 
the  Sunshine  Society  on  the  good  work 
of  past  years  and  said — "Opposition 
has  given  your  society  strength  and 
has  brought  out  and  emphasized  its 
virtues;  we  in  Brooklyn  and  New 
York,  who  know  your  president,  be- 
lieve in  her  and  have  every  confidence 
in  her" — the  whole  company  rose  with 
one  accord  and  applauded  and 
cheered. 

Mr.  Howe's  tribute  to  Mrs.  Alden 
was  warm.  He  said  he  had  known 
her  for  years  in  other  spheres  as  well 
as  in  her  work  with  the  Sunshine  So- 
ciety, which  had  always  excited  his 
admiration. 

"The  specialty  of  the  average  news-  I 
paper,"  said  Mr.  Seitz,  "is  sunshine,  < 
except  when  it  deals  in  moonshine.  ' 
The  purpose  of  this  society  cannot  be 
too  highly  commended.  There  is 
always  sunshine  somewhere  in  the 
world,  although  just  now  the  area  of 
Its  glow  is  limited,  and  we  have  scars 
and  blood  instead.  We  who  are  still 
in  the  sunlight  can  help  those  others." 
There  was  music  during  the  dinner 
and  the  diners  sang  whenever  the  or- 
chestra played  a  familiar  air.  "Dixie," 
"The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  "Tip- 
perary"  and  the  "Sunshine  Song" 
roused  most  enthusiasm. 

The  singing  of  "Phadrig  Ago'n"  was 
an  unusual  treat.  Her  voice  is  clear 
and' true  and  wonderfully  trained.  She 
sang  the  "Jewel  Song"  from  "Faust" 
j  and-  "Habanera"  from  "Carmen,"  in 
costume,  and  made  a  decided  hit.  "The 


Years  at  the  Spring"  and  "When  Love 
Is  Kind"  brought  enthusiastic  de- 
mands for  an  encore. 

The  color  scheme  of  the  dinner  was 
yellow  and  white,  yellow  being  the 
Sunshine  color.  Yellow  jonquils 
decked  each  table  and  the  souvenirs 
were  dainty  dolls  gowned  in  yellow, 
with  baskets  of  goodies  on  their  backb. 
Mrs.  Alden  was  toastmaster  last 
night  and  Mrs.  Royal  W.  Gage  was 
hostess.  i 

!  Dancing  of  Blind  Children  Shows  How 
Happily  They  Live. 
No  greater  inspiration  could  have 
been  given  the  workers  than  the  ex- 
hibition dancing,  singing  and  Pla>'lns 
given  by  the  blind  children  of  the  Ar- 
thur Home,  in  Summit,  N.  J.,  and  the 
Dyker  Heights  Home,  yesterday  after- 
noon. With  a  grace  and  confidence  in 
their  steps  which  was  amazing,  tne 
children,  boys  and  girls,  varying  in 
ages  from  5  to  10,  danced  the  one- 
step,  waltz  and  folk  dances,  and  the 
programme  was  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  children  themselves. 

Miss  A.  Black,  superintendent  of  the 
Arthur  Home,  is  assisted  by  Mibb  B. 
Harvey  in  her  work.  Miss  Grace  M. 
Millen  takes  care  of  the  children  in 
the  Dyker  Heights  Home.  This  enter- 
tainment followed  a  short  report  on 
the  blind  given  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Sew- 
ard, department  president. 

The  afternoon  business  session 
opened  with  a  song  by  the  Sunshine 
choir  and  the  reading  from  the  Man- 
ual by  Mrs.  L.  T.  Luitweller.  Then  fol- 
lowed a  short  address  of  welcome  by 
Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie,  which  was  re- 
sponded to  by  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Hender- 
son of  Pennsylvania. 

The  address  of  the  afternoon  was 
made  by  Dr.  David  E.  English,  at- 
tending physician  at  the  Arthur 
Home.  His  subject,  "Home  Versus  In- 
stitution Training  for  the  Blind,"  was 
given  in  the  form  of  a  reply  to  those 
who  still  claim  a  home  with  mother 
love  is  the  best  place  for  a  child,  even 
a  blind  one.  He  advised  that  people 
lose  this  sentimental  feeling,  for 
mother  love  often  results  in  over-feed- 
ing, improper  clothing,  poor  ventila- 
tion and  a  host  of  other  difficulties, 
especially  with  the  blind  baby,  who 
must  from  its  infancy  be  taught  to  use 
its  own  muscles. 

The  Rev.  Walter  A.  Gardner  of 
Cape  May,  N.  J.,  one  of  the  energetic 
Sunshine  workers,  paid  a  graceful 
tribute  to  the  women  active  in  this 
work. 

It  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Royal  W. 
Gage,  general  hostess,  that  a  message 
of  greeting  be  sent  to  President  Wil- 
son and  one  to  Governor  Whitman, 
who  so  faithfully  stood  by  the  society 
'...last  year. 

:  A  report  on  property  was  given  by  I 
|  Mrs.  David  B.  Mills.  Eleven  States  are 
1  now  represented  with  children  in  the 
Arthur  Home.  There  are  now  45  chil- 
dren cared  for.  This  home  is  also  en- 
tirely free  of  debt.  The  Dyker  Heights 
Home  boasts  of  the  same  financial 
standing  with  that  addition  of  a  snug 
sum  in  the  bank  since  $3,000  was  left 
it  in  a  legacy  during  the  year.  It 
cost  $20,000  to  maintain  it  last  year. 
The  States  that  have  already  passed 
the  blind  baby  bill  are:  Maine,  Rhode 
Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, North  Dakota,  South  Da- 
kota,    Arizona,    Michigan,    Tennessee. 


Illinois  and  Minnesota.  The  Tennessee 
bill  became  a  law  on  May  5  and  the 
first  child  is  to  enter  the  home  next 
week. 

At  the  meeting  yesterday  there  were 
345  chartered  branches  reported 
either  by  delegates  or  written  reports 
at  the  convention.  Since  the  reor- 
ganization and  re-enrollment  which 
began,  only  a  few  months  .ago,  the 
membership  reported  is  31,479. 

The  reception  committee  last  night 
was  composed  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burgess, 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Beattie,  Mrs.  Royal  W. 
Gage  and  Mrs.  Katherine  Birkeley. 
Among  those  at  the  dinner  were: 

Mrs.  Royal  W.  Gage,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  president-general;  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  vice  president:  Mrs.  Xel- 
lle  E.  C.  Furman,  secretary-general;  Mrs. 
A.  O.  Buck,  treasurer-general;  Mrs.  Kath- 
ryn  Burgess,  Mrs.  Katherine  Berkeley,  the 
Rev.  Walter  A.  A.  Gardiner,  chaplain-at- 
•  large;  Mrs.  Boyd  L.  Delbrldge.  Mrs.  Sann, 
Mrs.  Robert  Henderson,  Mrs.  Homer  Black, 
State  president;  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie,  Dr. 
J.  W.  Fleming,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fleming.  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Flint.  Mrs.  Beattie,  Mrs.  William 
Hamilton.  Mrs.  Eugene  J.  Grant,  Dr. 
Charles  Milton  Ford.  Mrs.  Charles  Milton 
Ford.  Mrs.  George  W.  Dorgey  Jr.,  Mrs, 
Blanton  Charles  Welsh.  Mrs.  Fred  C.  El- 
liott, Dr.  Fred  C.  Elliott,  Miss  Emily  Bey. 
Miss  Ethel  Hamilton,  Miss  Kathryn  Bur- 
gess. Mrs.  Sammis.  Mrs.  William  A.  Bard- 
well,  Mr.  Austin.  Mrs.  Mabel  Black  Austin. 
Mrs.  W.  L  Maynard,  Mrs.  A.  Stillman.  Miss 
Madeline  Clark.  Mrs.  Helen  Lindsey,  Dr.  A. 
Tschirner.  Mrs.  A.  Tschlrner,  Mrs.  Kate 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Theodore  Booth.  Mrs.  Annie 
Royce.  Mrs.  Treadwell,  Mrs.  'William  Hed- 
den.  Miss  Henschele.  Mrs.  Minnie  J.  Force, 
Mrs.  H.  Workman,  Miss  Rozelle  Evans,  Mrs. 
Dora  C.  Tuttle.  Miss  S.  O.  Taylor,  Miss  Delo. 
Miss  Gertrude  Finger,  Miss  Finger.  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph L.  Ashmead,  Miss  Florence  Layton. 
Mrs.  Leon  Ci  Sutton.  Frederio  Harral.  Mrs. 
Frederic  Harral,  Miss  Hamilton,  Mrs.  C. 
A.    Simpson. 

Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  A.  Orr.  Mrs.  Agnes  Schull-Gramm, 
Mrs.  James  D.  Benedict.  Mrs.  Carl  Under- 
wood. Mrs.  May  C.  Knox,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Mead.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Cadwell,  Miss  Alice  Burn- 
ham,  Mrs.  Van  Redden.  Mrs.  Ellen  Shep- 
ard.  Mrs.  Dexter  Cheever,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Hob- 
ble, Mrs.  D.  W.  Sehofleld,  Mrs.  B.  T.  Allen. 
Mrs.  Grace  McMlllen,  Mrs.  N.  D.  Luce. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Miller,  Mrs.  W.  Petas,  Miss 
Anna  V.  Green.  Mrs.  Margaret  Ward,  Mrs. 
Rlvlngton  D.  Lord,  Mrs.  Alma  Jones,  Mrs. 
Winnie  Crane,  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Bradt,  Miss 
Mary  Beattie.  Miss  Bertie  K.  Shipley,  Miss 
A.  Strachan.  Mrs.  Caroline  Ebbltts.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Young.  Mrs.  John  Howes,  Mrs. 
John  H.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Josephine  Pulslfer, 
Mrs.  Nettle  M.  Elliott.  Mrs.  Isabel  Zorn. 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Phillips,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Douglas. 
John  Alden,  John  W.  Keller.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Julius  Chambers.  Miss  Emma  Thursby.  Miss 
Black  Henri  Rogowekl.  Mr.  McEvoy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Don  C.  Seltz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  M. 
Howe.  Mr.  and  M«.  Daniel  T.  Wilson,  Judge 
Frederick  E.  Crane.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
KlngKlev  Mrs.  Edwin  Knowlee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eugene  F.  Bannlgan.  Miss  Kate  Rafter,  Miss 
Rafter,  Miss  Grace  Strachan,  Herbert  F.  Gun- 
nison,  Raymond  Gunnison,  IV.,  -Ikm'iX.  Buck. 


jBLIND  KIDDIES  DANCE 

FOMDNSHIHE  FOLK 


Intended      Garden      Party 
Dyker  Heights  Given 
Indoors. 


at 


PROGRAMME  IN  BRAILLE. 


Convention  Delegates  at  TTnnsual  En- 
tertainment After  Election  - 
of  Directors. 


Although  Old  Sol  kept  well  behind 
the  clouda  yesterday,  and  made  things 
about  as  disagreeable  as  possible  for 
the  blind  babies  garden  party  at  Dyker 
Heights,  -which  was  to  furnish  part  of 
the  entertainment  for  the  out-of-town 
delegates  to  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  there  was  plenty  of  sun 
Indoors.  The  spirits  of  the  nine  per- 
forming blind  children — five  girls  and 
four  boys,  were  not  the  least  dam- 
pened, and  they  danced  and  recited 
and  sang  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 
Nor  did  the  rain  keep  the  visitors  from 
coming  to  see  them,  and  the  home 
was  so  crowded,  having  to  give  the  af- 
fair Indoors,  that  two  performances 
had  to  be  given. 

In  pretty  little  costumes  of  white 
satin,  trimmed  with  black  velvet  rib- 
bon and  buttons,  and  the  girls'skirts 
puffed  away  out.  they  carried  through 
the  entire  programme  by  themselves. 
Their  partners'  suits  were  the  same 
color  combination,  made  like  Pierrot 
suits.  The  souvenir  programmes  were 
made  by  the  performers.  They  were 
printed  In  their  own  symbols,  that 
looks  like  pin-holes,  and  they  read 
them  as  easily  as  the  more  fortunate 
do  the  characters  on  this  page. 

Physical  culture  exercises  are  com- 
bined with  the  dancing,  the  purpose 
being  to  inspire  confidence  In  walk- 
ing. To  Miss  Hazel  Mazur,  instructor 
In  the  dancing  and  physical  training, 
must  credit  is  due  far  the  excellent  re- 
sults achieved.  Mite  Emma  Bennett 
is  the  musical  instructoress.  Several 
children  played  the  piano  very  well. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  programme 
refreshments   were   served. 

The  morning  meeting  was  devoted 
mostly  to  the  election  of  directors. 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Fox  of  Connecticut  com- 
plimented the  negro  delegation  frcm 
North  Carolina  on  the  excellent  work 
they  are  doing.  The  Influence  of  the 
Sunshine  Society  is  showing  striking 
changes  in  the  modes  of  living  in 
many  homes  in  the  South. 

The  opening  of  the  question  box 
brought  out  interesting  discussion, 
most  of  the  questions  being  in  regard 


to  newspaper  publication.  Its  "im- 
portance in  the  past  few  days  made 
a  deep  impression  on  the  delegation. 
New  Jersey  led  In  an  effort  to  have 
every  State  division  and  individual 
branch  appoint  a  member  as  press 
representative,  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  papers  in  their  respective  local- 
ities. 

Through  the  State  president  of  Il- 
linois, Dr.  Aiice  Allen,  came  an  in- 
vitation from  the  Chicago  Sportsman's 
Club,  to  have  the  next  convention  In 
that  city.  However,  the  present  con- 
tention recommended  that  the  Wi" 
mington,  Del.,  invitation  be  consider| 
by   the   executive   committee. 

The  election  of  directors  resulted 
follows: 

Department    of    Blind — Mrs.    The 
dore   F.    Seward,    East   Orange,   N. 
Miss  Sara   Esterbrook.   Kahway,  N. 
Mrs.    William    Forre,    Newark,    N.    „ 
Mrs.   Cynthia  Westover   Allen,   Brool 
lyn;    Mrs.    Blanton    C.    Welsh,    Mont 
clair,   N.  J.  ' 

Department  of  Sick — Mrs.  Willlan, 
H.  Hamilton,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  August 
Eckel,  Manhattan,  Dr.  Alice  Spence 
and  Mrs.  Dora  Tuttle,  Manhattan. 
I  Department  of  Rest  Homes — Mrs. 
]  Helen  Lindsay,  Brooklyn;  Mrs.  Royal 
W.  Gage,  Mrs.  Willis  A.  Boardwell, 
Mrs.  Robert  Young,  Brooklyn;  Mrs. 
George  Farral. 

Department  of  Fresh  Air — Mrs.  Nel- 
lie E.  C.  Furman  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Bur- 
!  gess.     Brooklyn;     Mrs.    G.    E.     Herllg, 
Manhattan;   Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Ashmead, 
Richmond  Hill.     . 

Nominating  committee — State  presl-, 
dents_  of  convention:  Mrs.  C.  Furman, 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Kate  Dixon,  Con- 
necticut; Mrs.  Margaret  Pulsifer, 
Maine;  Miss  Nettie  M.  Elliott,  Mary- 
land; Mrs.  George  W.  Dorsey,  Dela- 
ware; Mrs.  Louise  Black,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mrs.  W.  W.  Flint,  Rhode  Is- 
land,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Miller. 
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POSTPONE  GREEK  PLAY. 


Iphigenia"   to    Be   Given   To-day    for 

Ilpcust  Valley,  May  23. — "Iphigenia  inr 
Tapris,"  the  Greek  classic,  which  was 
scheduled  to  be  played  for  charity  at 
the  Piping  Rock  Club  Saturday,  was 
called  off  on  account  of  rain.  Weather 
permitting  the  affair  will  take  place 
i  this  afternoon  at  1:30. 

The  rain  was  not  the  only  thing  which 
interferred  with  the  production  by 
Granville  Barker  of  the  play. 

When  Norman  Wilkinson,  the  English 
(artist,  who  designed  the  simple  scene 
and  costumes,  journeyed  to  Piping  Rock 
early  Saturday  he  found  the  big  scene 
used  at  the  Yale  and  Harvard  per- 
formances of  "Ij  ■ :  partly 
wrecked. 

"From  the  way  the  bases  and  other 
parts   of   the   set   were   splintered."    MrJ 
Wilkinson   said,   "we  gathered  that   t  hj 
setting    had    been    struck    by    lightnii 
during    the    storm    of    Friday    night 
early  Saturday  morning." 

Mr.    Barker's    wife,    Lillah    McCartJh 
again    will    play    the    title    role.      "^iis 
afternoon's    performance   will    be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Country  Hor 
Convalescent  Babies  at  Sea  Cliff. 
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EING  born  blind,  or  going  blind 
so  early  that  you  have  no  recol- 
lection of  ev^fllaving  seen— can 
you  fancy  any  disawJ^more  terrible 
than  that?  11 

If  this  is  the  suprjpre  tragedy  you 
would  say  at  once  thatTiothing  a  loving 
family  could  do,  nothing  a  protecting 
State  could  do,  would  be  in  excess  of 
the  need. 

But  what  happens? 

Loving  hands  may  treat  a  blind  baby 
with  the  utmost  tenderness.  Yet  here 
is  a  greater  tragedy:  Unless  the  baby 
is  given  a  special  sort  of  care  it  will 
become  practically  an  idiot. 

Another  terror:  It  probably  will  pick 
out  its  eyes. 

Yet  what  does  the  State  do.  in  most 
cases,  with  the  blind  babies  thrown 
upon  its  care?  Generally  it  sends  them 
to  that  department  of  public  beneficence 
knnwn  as  a  ward  for  "defectives."  This 
baby,  who  would  become  an  idiot  if 
brought  up  without  special  care  even 
among  normal  children,  is  sent  with- 
out special  care  among  children  that  are 
not  normal. 

The  State  has  homes  for  the  blind  I 
when  the  blind  have  grown  up  to  the 
school-going  age.  But  by  that  time  it  is 
too  late. 

Because  she  came  upon  this  condi 
tion,  because  she  realized  the  great 
■need,  a  woman  set  about  saving  all  the 
blind  \babies  she  could.  This  woman' 
as  Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  an  adventurous  West- 
ern miner  who  prospered  in  the  twilight 
of  the  '80s.  She  grew  up  among  min- 
ers and  cowboys.  Her  romantic  early 
life  tempted  a  novelist  to  use  her  as  a 
heroine.  She  went  to  New  York  when 
a  young  woman.  Her  uncommon  dis- 
tinction of  face  and  figure,  and  her 
personal  charm,  won  for  her  wide  pub- 
lic notice  and  an  unusually  big  circle  of 
friends. 

When  she  organized  the  International 
Siinshine  Society,  whose  influence 
spread  over  the  entire  country,  her! 
leadership  seemed  to  have  been  in- 
evitable. "She  is  embodied  sunshine," 
cried  one  of  her  devoted  helpers. 

When  she  began  telling  about  the 
blind  babies,  not  merely  the  widely 
scattered  thousands  of  the  Sunshine 
members,  but  an  eager  audience  of  per- 
sons who  knew  only  that  they  were 
tearing  the  supreme  pathos  of  life, 
responded  to  the  call  for  sympathy  and 
for  action.  The  Arthur  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  was  started  at  Summit. 
N.  .T..  and  a  like  institution  began  its 
work  on  similar  lines  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

These  are  not  big  institutions.  They 
are  not  "institutions"  at  all,  in  the  con- 
ventional sense.  They  are  more  prop- 
erly   called    "homes."      There    are    40- 


odd  children  in  Summit,  25  in  Brook- 
lyn. Such  work  requires  a  larger  num- 
ber of  nurses  and  caretakers  than  any 
other  group  of  human  sufferers.  As  a 
result  of  Mrs.  Alden's  eloquent  and  en- 
ergetic labors  in  the  name  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  and  by  its 
brave  and  persistent  propaganda.  12 
States  of  the  Union  have  sent  their 
dependent  blind  babies  to  these  homes. 

How  the  Babies  Are  "Saved." 

A  blind  baby's  home  must  be  a  home, 
nursery,  hospital  and  kindergarten 
combined.  The  babies  are  not  always 
received  before  the  mischief  of  wrong 
care  has  been  done.  To  save  them 
after  a  bad  start  is  a  good  deal  harder 
than  saving  them  with  a  right  start 
af  birth,  or  at.  the  actual  beginning  of 
blindness.  To  make  a  blind  child 
touch  the  unfamiliar,  to  make  it  stop 
clinging  to  the  bed,  to  make  it  stop 
rolling  its  head  from  side  to  side,  to 
make  it  stop  picking  at  its  eyes,  to 
ni.'ike  it  support  its  own  body,  is  a  task 
requiring  the  best  that  doctors,  grad- 
uate nurses,  specially-trained  helpers 
can  do. 

Little  tots  are  rolled  in  a  blanket  to 
;  force  them  to  reach  ou^t  the  hands,  to 
(begin  the  process  of  supporting  them- 
selves. They  are  forced,  gradually,  pa- 
tiently, though  generally  against  their 
till,  to  move  about,  find  raised  places. 
Snally  to  climb  and  reach  down — in  the 
"dark"— for  the  floor  or  lower  step. 
Ttyiey  are  given  tinkling  toys  to  add  the 
sense  of  hearing  to  the  sense  of  touch. 
They  are  taught  to  touch  one  another. 
A  hundred  devices,  many  of  them  per- 
sonally devised  by  Mrs.  Alden.  aid  the 
long  journey  to  the  first  steps  that  come 
so  soon  with  normal  babies,  and  that 
never  would  come  to  the  blind  baby 
except  by  the  most  laborious  and  spe- 
cifically  applied   system. 

In  the  end  comes  the  interested,  ra- 
diant kindergarten  circle.  Fancy  a 
group  of  blind  children  dancing  the 
one-step!  Fancy  a  blind  children's  or- 
chestra led  by  a  7-year-old  blind  boy. 
who  follows  every  change  of  time  and 
imitates  with  wonderful  accuracy  the 
mannerisms  of  the  immortal  Sousa! 
Fancy  the  troop  of  them  marching  in 
to  dinner,  each  finding  the  right  chair, 
untying  his  or  her  bib  from  the  back 
of  the  chaii-  and  rewarded  by  promotion 
to  a  head  table  when  he  or  she  ties 
the  bib  on  themselves  without  help. 
Think  of  the  intimate  aud  elaborate 
system  of  care  required  in  this  motho' 
of  saving. 

Outdoors  at  Summit  the  write 
found  a  groat  variety  of  playgrouni 
helps  to  happy  living,  including 
course,  a  shoot-the-chutes,  and  heari 
the  happy  laughter  that  has  a  peculiar 
ly  pathetic  effect  when  it  is  reali/.ed  a 
a  sound  in  tin-  dark.  She  teaches  th 
child,  long  before  the  ordinary  blim 
institute  begins  its  work,  to  see  witl 
its  fingers,  to  use  its  muscles,  to  roni| 
without  fear,  to  live  in  the  dark. 
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Do  You  Know  of_a  Blind  Baby? 

In  1913  the  Maine  Legislature  passed 
a  law  providing  for  the  care,  mainten- 
ance and  education  of  the  baby  blind. 
The  amendment  gives  the  Governor  pow- 
er to  send  all  blind  children  not  accep- 
ted at  Perkins  Institute,  to  any  institu- 
tion for  blind  wherever  located.  See 
Chapter  46— Laws  of  1913— and  all  travel- 
ing expenses  of  such  pupils  shall  be  paid 
by   the  state. 

Maine  has  already  sent  two  children 
to  the  Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
Summit,  New  Jersey,  the  only  institu- 
tion in  the  whole  United  States  that  will 
take  any  blind  baby  from  any  state  and 
give  it  proper  physical  care,  and  mental 
training,  untill  it  is  the  age  to  enter  the 
State  institutions  provided  for  the  older 
blind. 

Fourteen  States  are  already  represen- 
ted and  one  boy  is  there  from  Cuba. 
Forty  children  being  the  total  number 
now  at  the  home  and  as  many  more 
have   been   graduated. 

If  you  know  of  a  blind  baby  or  you 
have  a  blind  baby  write  promptly  to 
Cynthia  Alden,  98  Fifth  avenue,  New 
York  City,  founder  of  the  Sunshine  Blind 
Baby  Institutions  and  she  will  give  you 
all   information. 

She  maintins  that  the  public  has  no 
right  to  assume  that  because  a  baby  is 
blind  it  has  no  brains.  Her  ten  years 
work  in  behalf  of  the  baby  blind  demon- 
strates that  the  blind  should  be  cared  for 
from  the  day  the  are  blinded.  One 
shoudd  not  wait  until  they  are  of  school 
age  when  blind  children  in  the  past, 
have  been  eligible  to  State  Institutions. 
She  declares  that  the  blind  become  fee- 
ble-minded from  lack  of  care  not  from 
lack  of  brains,  ar.d  if  *ho  children  are 
given  attention  from  the  day  of  blind- 
ness few.  if  anv  will  be  refused  at  the 
State  Schools  at  the  age  of  eight,  be- 
cause of  being  too  backward  or  feeble- 
minded to  take  advantage  of  the  train- 
ing  tbrere   prepared   for  them. 

It  is  your  duty,  therefore,  since  the 
State  now  makes  provision  for  the  care 
of  the  baby  blind  to  report  such  a  child 
if  you  ever  see  or  hear  of  one  in  your 
State. 
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BLIND   BABIES   FROLIC. 


Veekly  trips  to  Coney  Island  whore 
the  blind  babies  sport  in  the  surf  are  held 
by  the  officers  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home 
connected  with  the  "TTrWWiational  Sun- 
shine Sanitarium.  Eighty-fourth  street 
near  Twelfth  avenue;  Dyker  Heights. 
The  blind  babies  are  taken  to  the  sea- 
shore in  automobiles  that  are  loaned  for 
the  day  by  kind-hearted  residents  of  the 
seetiou.  Hundreds  of  persons  are  at- 
traeted  to  the  scene  whenever  the  little 
ones  wade  into  the  water  holding  on  to 
the   hands   of   their   guardians. 

Mrs.  Grace  McMillen  is  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  home.  She  is  a  graduate 
nurse  and  was  formerly  one  of  the 
Queen's  nurses  of  London.  A  number  of 
the  children  who  are  able  to  walk  are 
attending  the  summer 'school  that  is  held 
at  this  borne.  -« 


SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  NOTES 


Bazar  at  Westover  Lodge  Real- 
izes Large  Sum  forBlind^ 
/9  Children. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
held  an  all  day  conference  yssterday 
at  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  for  Blind 
Children,  1255  Eighty-fourth  street. 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  the 
president  general,  and  founder  of  tha 
society,  was  in  charge  of  the  confer- 
ence and  befcan  the  day  by  meeting 
Mrs.  Fred  Lacey  of  Elizabethton, 
Tenn.,  and  her  four-months  old  blind 
son  at  the  Pennsylvania  Station  In 
New  York  City.  Mrs.  Lacey  and  her 
son,  who  were  the  guests  of  honor 
at  the  conference,  together  wich  Mrs. 
Alden,  hurried  back  to  Bath  Beach 
to  attend  the  Guild  meeting  of  the 
Westover  Lodge  which  met  at  10 
o'clock. 

At  one  p.m.  luncheon  was  served 
and  the  general  council  met  at  2 
o'clock.  From  4  to  6  o'clock  the  meet- 
ing took  the  form  of  a  garden  party 
and  bazar  at  which  a  considerable 
sum  was  raised  for  the  relief  fund  of 
the  association. 

The  Governor  of  Tennessee,  Thomas 
Rye,  has  recently  signed  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  education  and  protec- 
tion of  all  blind  children.  The  son  of 
Mrs.  Lacey  of  Tennessee,  Is  the  first 
to  be  taken  here  from  that  State,  and 
the  association  listened  with  great  in- 
terest to  the  address  which  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Lacey  at  the  meeting  on  the 
great  need  of  assistance  which  exists 
throughout  the  Southern  States.  There 
already  has  been  great  work  done  by 
the  society  for  there  are  400  different 
branches  and  the  two  homes  in  Brook- 
lyn are  at  present  accommodating 
seventy-five  children  and  have  200 
more  on  a  waiting  list.  Mrs.  Alden 
reports  100  graduated  and  more  will 
soon  be  ready  to  be  transferred  to  vari- 
ous trade  schools  where  they  will 
eventually  be  self  supporting.  The 
State  Board  of  Charities  has  lately- 
investigated  the  Dyker  Heights  Insti- 
tution, and  its  approval  of  the  home 
was  most  enthusiastic.  Secretary. 
Robert  W.  Hebberd  asserts  that  the 
institution  is  one  of  the  best  of  its 
kind  both  as  to  equipment  and  man- 
agement. At  present  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  there  aTe 
twelve  boys  and  fourteen  girls,  most 
of  them  under  8  years  of  age.  The 
City  of  New  York  makes  a  yearly  ap- 
propriation of  $8,800  for  their  main- 
tenance and  everything  for  their  com- 
fort is  provided  for.  Mrs.  Theodore  F. 
Seward,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  is  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  is 
secretary;  Mrs.  Blanche  Campbell, 
treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Grace  M.  McMil- 
l.n,  superintendent. 


If     DIiiHM  BABIES  BENEFTTElT"' 

'  At  381  Dougl&»  street,  Annie  Carry, 
Edith  NelsonjLllllian  Taflin,  Harriet 
Taflin  and  NilHWf  Young  'collected  ?3 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  BaJjJ 
Fund, 


BLIND    DEPARTMENT 


R.   M.   (iOLLadav,    Editor 

a   FOSTER-MOTHER  OP  THE  BLIND  the  Pittsburg  Gazette-Times  des 
i  cribes  them: 


I 


What  would  you  do  with  a  A  blind  babies' home  must  te 
blind  baby?  Would  you  weep  !a  home,  nursery,  hospital,  and 
over  it,  or  would  you  teach  it  to  j  kindergarten  combined.  The 
dance  the  one-step?  All  the  j  babies  are  not  always  received 
possible  things  that  might  be  [before  the  mischief  of  Wrong- 
done  are  not  limited  to  these  |care  has  been  done.  To  save 
alternatives,  and  yet,  in  a  man- 1  them. after  a  bad  start  is  a  good 
•ner  of  speaking,  they  point  pret-j  deal  harder  than  saving  them 
ty  clearly  the  two  directions  that  (  with  a  right  start  at  birth,  or  at 
you  must  take  in  whatever  you  j  the  actual  beginning  of  blind- 
do.  There  .are  probably  few  mess.  To  make  a  blind  child 
things  more  pitifully  helpless  j  touch  the  unfamiliar,  to  make 
than  a  blind  baby.  Yet  there  is  j  it  stop  clinging  to  the  bed,  to 
one  woman  at  least  who  refused  make  it  stop  rolling  its  he^d 
to  let  her  pity  benumb  her  in-  j  from  side  to  side,  to  make  it 
tellect,  or  to  let  that  inexpressible  j  stop  picking  at  its  eyes,  to  make 
helplessness  render  her  helpless  j  it  support  its  own  body,  is  a  task 
in  sympathy.  Because  her  own  j  requiring  the  best  that  doctors, 
sympathy  was  of  the  heaven-  graduate  nurses,  specially  train- 
sent  practical  sort,  there  is  now  |  ed  helpers  can  do. 
the  International  Sunshine  So-  Little  tots  are  rolled  in  a 
ciety,  and  there  are  two  Blind  blanket  to  force  them  to  reach 
Babies'  Homes,  to  which  the !  out  the  hands,  to  begin  the  pro- 
blind  babies  of  twelve  s'tatps  are  |  cess  of  supporting  themselves, 
sent.  This  woman  is  Cynthia; They  are  forced,  gradually  pa- 
Westover  Alden,  who  came  tojtiently,  tho  generally  against 
New  York  as  a  girl  from  the  life  \  their  will,  to  move  about,  find 
of  the  western  cow  country  and  :  raised  places,  finally  to  climb  and 
mining-camps.  The  two  homes  j  reach  down— in  the  "dark "-for 
which  she  has  established,  in  j  the  floor  or  lower  step.  They 
Summit,  New  Jersey,  and  in  i  are  given  tinkling  toys  to  add  the 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  are  not  j  sense  of  hearing  to  the  sense  of 
large  institutions.  The  two  to-  touch.  They  are  taught  to  touch 
gether  accommodate  but  sixty- ;  one  another.  A  hundred  devices, 
five  children,  but  there  is  very  j  many  of  them  personally  devised 
little  of  the  "institution"  about  by  Mrs.  Alden,  aid  the  long  jour- 
either  of  them.     As  a  writer   in  ney  to  the  first  steps   that  come 


so  soon  with  normal  babies,  and 
that  never  would  come  to  the 
blind  baby  except  by  the  most, 
laborious  and  specifically  ap- 
plied system. 

Tears  or  smiles  for  the  pitiful? 
One  woman  had  only  tears, 
and  the  result  was  that  Mrs. 
Alden,  passing  in  her  wake, 
found  a  blind  baby  crying  her 
heart  out  in  a  corner.  To  Mrs. 
Alden 's  questions  the  little  girl 
said  that  she  was  sick.  No, 
she  hadn't  eaten  anything; 
but  a  lady  had  spoken 
to  her.  "The  lady  shook  my 
hand,  and  she  said:  'What  a 
pity!  What  a  terrible  thing!  '  " 
-a  storm  of  sobs-  "Am  I  a  'ter- 
rible thing, '  Mrs.  Alden  ?' '  That 
is  the  "tears"  method.  Mrs. 
Alden's  is  the  "smiles"  method, 
and  the  way  it  works  out  is 
shown  nowhere  more  clearly 
than  in  the  radiant,  interested 
kindergarten  circle  of  the 
Arthur  Home: 

Fancy  a  group  of  blind  child- 
ren dancing  the  one-step!  Fancy 
a  blind  children's  orchestra  led 
by  a  seven-year-old  blind  boy, 
who  follows  every  change  of 
time  and  imitates  with  wonderful 
accuracy  the  mannerisms  of  the 
immortal  Sousa!  Fancy  the 
troop  of  them  marching  in  to 
dinner,  each  finding  the  right 
chair,  untying  his  or  her  bib 
from  the  back  of  the  chair  and 
rewarded  by  promotion  to  ahead 
table  when  the  bib  is  tied  on  with- 
out help!  Think  of  the  intimate 
and  elaborate  system  of  care  re- 
quired  in  this  method  of  saving. 

By  having  the  children  do  for 
themselves  everything  it  is  pos- 


sible for  them  to  do  for  them- 
selves, they  are  taught  in  the 
most  practical  way  to  use  their 
hands  and  to  develop  the  sense 
of  touch.  Thus  they  dress  and 
undress  themselves,  fasten  and 
unfasten  their  shoes,  make  beds, 
learn  to  respect  one  another's 
rights,  as  well  as  to  go  through 
every  developing  feature  of  the 
Montessori  or  Froebel  kinder- 
garten system  that  it  may  be 
feasible  to  apply. 

Over  the  working  out  every 
departure  in  this  system  Mrs. 
Alden  hovers  with  the  gentle 
solicitude  of  a  mother  and  the 
energetic  inventiveness  of  an 
efficiency  engineer.  She  gives 
the  impression  of  being  at  once 
the  Grace  Darling  and  the 
Edison  of  the  blind  babies. 

To  Mrs.  Alden  these  children 
are  more  than  a  sentiment;  they 
are  a  subject  of  scientific  study. 
She  knows  that  a  blind  baby  is 
not  only  a  bud  that  doesn't  open 
—  that  it  is  a  bud  that  withers 
unless  science  is  added  to  affec- 
tionate care. 

Outdoors  at  Summit  the  writer 
found  a  great  variety  of  play- 
ground helps  to  happy  living,  in- 
cluding, of  course,  a  shoot-the- 
chutes,  and  heard  the  happy 
laughter  that  has  a  peculiarly 
pathetic  effect  when  it  is  realized 
as  a  sound  in  the  dark.  In  fact, 
this  whole  picture  represents  the 
most  extraordinary  blending  of 
pathos  and  beauty  possible  to 
conceive.  To  see  it  without  tears 
would  be  incredible.  To  leave  it 
without  gratefulness  for  its 
marks  of  a  noble  compassion 
would  be  equally  impossible.— 
Literary  Digest. 
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If  You  Don't  Know  What  Ordinarily  Happens  to 
Blind  Babies,  and  If  You  Don't  Know  Just 
What  "Saving"  Them  Means,  READ  THIS 
Narrative  of  the  Remarkable  Work  Done  bv 
CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN 


^_^IO  be  born  blind,  or  to  go  blind 
so  early  that  you  have  no 
recollection  of  ever  having 
seen — can  you  fancy  any 
disaster  more  terrible  than  that? 

If  this  is  the  supreme  tragedy  you 
would  say  at  once  that  nothing  a  lov- 
ing family  could  do,  nothing  a  pro- 
tecting state  could  do,  would  be  in 
excess  of  the  need. 

But  what  happens? 

Loving  hands  may  treat  a  blind 
baby  with  the  utmost  tenderness. 
Yet  here  is.  a  greater  tragedy:  Unless 
the  baby  is  given  a  special  sort  of 
care  it  will  become  practically  an 
Idiot.  It  will  cling  to  the  bed  or  the 
floor— to  something  it  can  feel.  It 
will  never  crawl.  It  will  scream  if 
pat  on  its  feet,  for  it  will  have  a  ter- 
ror of  the  "dark"— of  everything  it 
can't  FEJEI,. 


Another  terror:  It  probably  will 
**Ji>k  out  its  eyes. 

In  general  this  is  the  history  of  the 
average  blind  baby  not  specially 
treated  and  guided  out  of  its  dark- 
ness, not  fo.-ced  to  find  a  use  for  its 
limbs,  not  specially  educated  to  live 
In  the  dark  space  beyond  the  bed  or 
wall  or  floor. 

Yet  what  docs  the  state  do,  in  mosr. 
cases,  with  the  blind  babies  thrown 
upon  its  care?.  Generally  it  sends 
them  to  that  department  of  public 
beneficence  known  as  a  ward  for  "de- 
fectives." This  baby,  who  would  be- 
come an  idiot  if  brought  up  without 
special  care  even  among  normal  chil- 
dren, is  sent  without  sptcial  care 
among  children  that  are  not  normal. 

The  state  has  homes  for  the  blind 
when  the  blind  have  grown  up  to  the 
school-going   age.     But   <>y   thai    time 


too  fate.     By  that  time  they  are 

l3     ,,,    be    helpless    mentally    and 

uelessly   disfigured,    pit- 

refuse  At  only  for  the 

social  scrap  heap. 

A  Woman's   Great  Thought. 

,.e  upon  this  condi- 
tion    because   she   realized   the   great 
a    woman   set   about   saving  all 
lind  babies  she. could. 


This  woman  is  Cynthia  "VVestover 
Alden. 

Cynthia  Westover  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  adventurous  western  miner 
who  prospered  in  the  twilight  of  the 
eighties.  She  grew  up  am  mg  miners 
and  cowboys.  Her  romantic  early 
life  tempted  a  novelist  t„>  use  her  as 
a  heroine.  She  went  to  New  York 
when  a  young  woman.  Iter  uncom- 
mon   distinction    of    face    and    figure. 


Blind  Children  at 
Summer  School. 
Occupied  at  a 
Sand  Table. 


Blind  Children  and  Their  Nurses  Out  for 


and  her  wonderful  personal  charm, 
won  for  her  wide  public  notice  and 
an  unusually  big  circle  of  friends. 
She  has  eyes  that  arc  a  benediction 
and  a  voice  that  lias  the  magic  of 
spoken  melody 

When  she  organized  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  whose  Infill- 
spread  over  the  entire  country,; 
her  leadership  seemed  to  have  been 
inevitable.  "She  is  embodied  sun- 
shine," cried  one  of  her  devoted  help- 


ail 


Afternoon's  Romp  in  the  Sunshi 


MRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN  and  Two  Blind  Children.    Mrs.  Alden  Is  Adored  by 
the  Boys  and  Girls  to  Whose  Care  She  Devotes  So  Much  of  Her  Life. 


m    telling   about    the 
jliml    babies,    not   merely   the   widely 
scattered   thousands   of   the   Sunshine 
members,    but    an    eager   audience   of 
ierso.ni  knew    only    that    they 

hearing   the   supreme   pathos   of] 
tided  to  the  call  for  sympa- 
Iiy  and  for  action.     The  Arthur  Home  , 
for  Blind  Babies  was  started  at  Sum- 
lit,   N.  J.,   and  a  like  institution  be- 
;an    its     work    on     similar    lines     in 
rooklyn,  N.  ST. 

These    are     not      big      institutions. 
They  are  not   "institutions"  at  all,  in 
the    conventional     sense.      They    are 
lore  properly  called   "homes."     There' 
ire   forty-odd  children  in   Summit,   25 
in    Brooklyn.      Such    work    requires   a 
larger    number    of    nurses    and    care- 
takers  than    any   other   group   of   hu- 
lan    sufferers.      As    a   result    of    Mrs. 
A  [don's  eloquent  and  energetic  labors 
n  the  name  of  the  International  ,Sun- 
and    by    its    brave    and 
persistent    propaganda,    12    states    of 


In  the  Garden  of  the  Summit 
(New  Jersey)  Home, 


the   Union  have  sent  their  dependent] 
blind    habigs  to   [hese   homes. 

How   the   Babies   Are   "Saved." 
A    blind    baby's    homo    must    be    a 
,    nursery,    hospital    and    kinder- 
garten combined.     The  babies  are  not 

r  a  bad  start 
deal  hard'  aving  them  with  a 

right  start  at  birth,  or  at  the  actual 
beginning  of  blindness.  To  make  a 
blind  chiUJ  touch  the  unfamillai 
make  it  stop  clinging  to  the  bed,  to 
make  it  stop  rolling  its  head  from 
side  to  side,  to  make  it  stop  picking 
at  its  eyes,  to  make  it  support  its  own 
body,  is  a  task  requiring  the  best 
that  doctors,  graduate  nurses,  spe- 
cially trained  helpers  can  do. 

Little  tots  are  rolled  in  a  blanket  to 
force  them  to  reach  out  the  hands,  to 
begin  the  process  of  supporting  them- 
selves.     They    are    forced,    gradually. 


The  Blind  Babies'  Orchestra,  Led  by  a  Blind  Boy  Who  Imitates  Sousa. 


patiently,  though  generally  against 
their  will,  to  move  about,  rind  raised 
places,  finally  to  climb  and  reach 
down— in  the  "dark"— for  the  Moor  or 
lower  step.  They  are  given  tinkling 
toys  to  add  the  sense  of  hearing  to 
die  sense  of  touch.  They  are  taught 
to  touch  one  another.  A  hundred  de- 
vices, many  ot"  them  personally  de- 
vised by  Mrs.  Alden,  aid  the  long 
journey  to  the  first  step.s  that  come 
so  soon  with  normal  babies,  and  that 
never  would  come  to  the  blind  baby 
;  t  by  the  most  laborious  and 
ideally  applied  system. 

In  the  end  comes  the  interested. 
radiant  kindergarten  circle.  Fancy  a 
group  of  blind  children  dancing  the 
lone-step!  Fancy  a  blind  children's 
orchestra,  led  by  a  7-year-old  blind 
boy,  who  follows  every .  change 
of  time  and  imitates  with  won- 
derful accuracy  the  mannerisms 
of  the  immortal  Sousa!  Fancy 
the .  troop  of  them  marching  in  to 
dinner,  each  finding  the  right  chair, 
untying  his  or  her  bib  from  the  back 
of  the  chair  and  rewarded  by  promo- 
tion to  a  head  table  when  he  or  she 
ties  the  bib  on  themselves  without 
help.  Think  of  the  intimate  and  elab- 
orate system  of  care  required  in  this 
m»thod  of  saving. 

Outdoors  at  Summit  the  writer 
found  a  great  variety  of  playground 
helps  to  happy  living,  including,  of 
course,  a  shoot-the-chutes,  and  heard 
the  happy  laughter  that  has  a  pecul- 
iarly pathetic  effect  when  it  is  real- 
ized as  a  sound  in  the  dark.  In  fact, 
this     whole    picture      represents      the 


most  extraordinary  blending  of  pa- 
thos and  beauty  possible  to  conceive. 
To  see  it  without  tears  would  be  in- 
credible. To  leave  it  without  grate- 
fulness for  its  marks  of  a  noble  com- 
passion would  be  equally  impossible. 
The  Angel  of  the  Blind  Babies. 

To  Mrs.  Alden  these  children  are 
more  than  a  sentiment;  they  are  a 
subject  of  scientific  study.  She  knows 
that  a  blind  baby  is  not  only  a  hud 
that  doesn't  open — that  it  is  a  bud 
that  Withers  unless  science  is  added 
to  affectionate  care.  She  knows  that 
with  tiie  aid  of  her  scrupulously  built- 
up  system — a.  system  simple  and 
homely  as  a  nursery  gam?,  yet  splen- 
didly effective  in  Its  results — the  child 
unfolds  like  a  dower.  She  mak  s  the 
ingrowing  life  expand.  She  teaches 
the  child,  long  before  the  ordinary 
'blind  institute  begins  its  work,  to  see 
LW'ith  its  fingers,  to  use  Its  muscles,  to 
itomp  without  fear,  to  LIVE  in  the 
dark. 

By  having  the  children  do  for  them- 
selves everything  it  is  possible  for 
litem  to  do  for  themselves,  they  are 
taught  in  the  most  practical  way  to 
use  their  hands,  and  to  develop  tii  ! 
si  use  of  touch.  Thus  they  dress  and 
undress  themselves,  fasten  and  un- 
fasten their  shoes,  make  beds,  learn 
to  respect  one  another's  rights,  as 
well  as  to  go  through  every  develop- 
ing; feature  of  ihc  Montesson  or  froe- 
bel  kindergarten  system  that  it  may 
lie  feasible  to  apply. 

Over   the    working  out   of   every   de- 


parture  In  .Lis  system  Mrs  Alden 
hdver8  with  th«  gentle  solicitude  ol  a 
mother   and    the    energetic    inventive-, 

,lf   an    cfflciencs    engineer,     fehftj 
Impression  of  being  at  onee 

■  race   Darling  and   (he  Etftson  ol 

(he  blind  babii  q. 

There  comest  the  day  when  the  chil- 
dren go  from  her.  Anywh  re  between 
6  and  12  years  they  are  eligible  to  en- 
ter into  blind  institutions,  where  sci- 
ence  as    it   applies   to   the  blind   who 


Little  Blind 

Girl  in  a 

"Baby 

Parade. 


put    m    op- 


have   been    saved    ma 
eration. 

At  a  certain   institute  for  the  blind 
graduation    exercises    were    held 
sear.      Seven    pupils    received    B] 
honors  for  their  work.     It   transpired 
that  all  seven  had  come  to  the  insti- 
tute from  the  Sunshine  homes. 

Mrs.  Alden  tells  of  finding  a  child 
huddled  in  a  corner  and  crying  bit,- 
terly  after  a  group  of  visitors  had 
left. 

••Are   you   sick,   Annie?"   Mrs.    Aloen  , 

asked. 

"Yes,"   she  replied. 

"What  did  you  eat,  candy?" 

-No,"  she  EObteed!     "The  ladj 
she  shook   my   hand,   said;      'What    a 
pity;    what    a.    pity!      What    a    1. 
thing!'     Am  T  a  terrible  thing?" 

The    Child's    misery    and    its    cause 
typifl,  situation       Mf^     Alden 

found  in  the  world,  the  situation  she 
is  helping  to  soften.  "The  terrible 
thing"  of  blind  babyhood  was,  left  to 


be  terrible,  and  witli  the  comment 
only.  Something  had  to  be  done.  She 
is  doing  it. 

Fortunately  for  the  world.  I 
will  be  fewer  blind  babies  as  time 
goes  on.  Medical  science  has  realized 
the  causes  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
tragedies.  It  is  now  insisting  that 
pyery  baby's  eyes  shall  be  treatpd  at 
birth.  Every  doctor,  every  midwife, 
every  nurse  has  at  hand  the  means  of 
preventing  most  of  the  calamities 
that  have  made  necessary  the  work 
described  on  this  page. 

"In  a  weary  moment,"  said  Mrs 
Alden,  "I  once  thought  of  leaving  this 
work  to  others.  Then  I  went  in  to 
bid  some  of  my  children  good-night, 
and  when  their  arms  went  around  me 
and  their  sightless  faces  were  turned 
up  to  mine,  I  knew  that  I  should 
never  leave  them  while  I  lived." 


Teaching  Them  to  Do  for  Themselves 
B.v  having  the  children  do  for  them 
solves  everything  it  is  possible  for  then 
to  do  for  themselves,  they  are  taught 
in  the  most  practical  way  to  use  theii 
hands,  and  to  develop  the  sense  of 
touch.  Thus  they  dress  and  undress 
themselves,  fasten  and  unfasten  their 
shoes,  make  beds,  learn  to  respect  one 
another"s  rights,  as  well  as  to  go 
through  every  developing  feature  of  the 
Montessori  or  Froebel  kindergarten  sy§; 
tern  that  it  may  be  feasible  to  apply.  . 
Anywhere  between  five  and  twelve 
years  the  children  are  eligible  to  en- 
ter  into    blind   institutions,    ^ 

TRAINING      BLIND      BABIES 


WORK    OF    SUNSHINE    SOCIETY 


Oj 


DEVELOPING    MINDS    AND    BODIES 


Wonderful    Results    at    the    Nurserj 
Hospital— Kindergartens  in  Brook- 
lyn and  New  Jersey. 


How   do  babies  learn   to   walk  and  e. 
and  behave  in  general  like  other  peoph 
They    iearn    through    their    eyes.    If    yc 
have  any  doubts  about  this  you  have  nev< 
seen  a  blind  baby.    Of  the  babies  who  at 
born  blind  or  lose  their  sight  during  thei 
first  year,  almost  everyone  grows  up  hell 
less  "and   feeble-minded.    They   are   afrai 
to  walk,   afraid  to   creep,   afraid   to  mov 
their  arms  and  legs,  afraid  to  eat  anythiui 
solid:    the   little    muscles,  are    never   used 
':  and   presently   begin   to   stiffen>MP   till  ih. 
child  is  a  cripple.     It  is  the   Internationa 
Sunshine    society,    through    its   departmen 
of  the   blind,   that   has  succeeded  in  proy 
in"   that   with   skilful   training  these   chil- 
dren can  be  made  just  like  any  other  chil 
dren  in  everything  but  eyesight.  ^ 

Ten  years  ago  a  group  of  Sunshine  work- 
ers began  to  cave  for  some  blind  babie? 
in  a  litlle  three-room  flat  in  New  York 
city.  Now  the  society  maintains  two 
homes,  one  in  Brooklyn  and  one  in  Sum- 
mit, N.  J.,  which  together  care  for  nearly 
70  babies  at  a  time.  Of  course  there  were 
schools  for  the  blind  long  before  this,  but 
these  schools  always  started  with  chil- 
dren who  had  been  Wind  several  years, 
and  were  already  considerably  behind  nor- 
mal children  in  physical  and  mental  de- 
velopment. The  Sunshine  homes  take  the 
babies  as  early  as  they  can  get  them,  and 
the  training  goes  on  every  minute  when 
thev  are  not  actually  asleep.  It  is  such 
skilful,  devoted  training  that  in  many 
oases  a  child  brought  to  the  home  as  an 
infant  is  in  a  few  years  better  developed 
than  the  average  seeing  child  of  the  same 
aee. 


All  the  babies  have  their  tuition  paid, 
and  the  tuition  is  not  low,  for  the  con- 
stant care  givers  to  each  child  makes  it 
necessary  to  have  approximately  one  help- 
er for  every  two  children.  Babies 
from  Now  Jersey  are  paid  for  by 
state  appropriations.  and  there  are 
about  a  dozen  children  maintained  by  other 
states.  Besides  these  there  are  a  number 
■who  are  being  supported  by  their  own 
parents.  It  may  seem  strange  that  rjar- 
ents  who  have  money  enough  to  surround 
their  children  with  all  sorts  of  luxuries 
and  any  number  of  servants  should  keep 
them  in  an  institution,  but  actual  expe- 
rience has  proved  that  no  amount  of  tender 
care  can  do  as  much  for  these  little  un- 
fortunates as  the  skilled  attention  given 
them  by  trained  workers.  Five  years  ago 
one  of  the  officers  who  knew  a  little  boy  of 
five  years,  blind  from'  birth,  begged  his 
mother  bo  send  the  child  to  the  Brooklyn 
home.  The  mother  was  rather  indignant 
at  the  Idea  that  anybody  else  could  do 
better  by  her  child  than  she  herself.  For 
five  years  she  devoted,  her  whole  time  to 
him,  and  then  in  despair,  when  he  had 
been  refused  as  too  feeble-minded  by  a 
school  for  the  blind,  she  brought  him  to 
the  Sunshiners  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  at  least  teach  him  to  dress  himself, 
as  even  the  three-years  olds  at  the  home  do. 

Mrs  Cynthia  "YY'estover  Alden,  president- 
general  of  the  society,  feels  very  strongly 
on  this  matter  of  bringing  children  to  the 
home  as  soon  as  they  are  found  to  be 
blind.  Mother-love,  she  says,  is  often  the 
blind  baby's  worst  enemy.  The  mother 
cannot  bear  to  have  the  poor  little  thine 
any  more  unhappy  than  he  needs  to  be  and 
she  waits  on  him  so  thoroughly  that  he 
never  learns  to  do  anything  himself.  He 
is  afraid  to  creep  or  walk,  just  as  any 
small  child  would  be  afraid  to  step  out 
into  pitchy  blackness  by  himself,  and  the 
mother  does  not  urge  him  to.  She  rather 
encourages  him  not  to.  she  is  so  afraid  • 
he  will  run  into  a  chair  or  fall  downstairs. 
The  baby  is  afraid  to  eat  anything  hard, 
so  she  feeds  him  on  liquids  and  he  gets 
weaker  and  weaker.  One  little  girl  who 
was  brought  to  the  home  at  the  age  of 
eight  was  still  taking  her  food  out  of  a 
bottle.  Another  went  into  convulsions  if 
she  was  put  on  the  floor.  But  out  of  the 
first  82  cases  received  at  the  homes,  only- 
one  has  been  given  up  as  hopeless. 

A  great  deal  of  this  teaching  has  been  in 
the  form  of  games.  The  nurses  and  teach- 
ers take  these  timid  little  babies  "who 
can't  bear  to  move  or  be  moved  and  gently 
and  laughingly  put  them  on  and  off  their 
little  chairs  till  the  babies  get  to  really  like 
it;  before  long  they  are  doing  it  them* 
selves.  Then  there  is  the  game  of  falling 
down  and  getting  up,  and  the  game  of 
rolling  in  a  quilt,  and  for  the  older  chil- 
dren games  of  buttoning  and  unbuttoning 
and  tying  and  untying.  Imagine  the  child's 
delight  when  he  discovers  that  the  button- 
ing game  can  be  played  on  his  own  shoes 
and  the  tying  game  on  his  own  bib! 

But  long  before  they  get  to  advanced 
work  like  shoe  buttoning  the  children  have 
been  learning  to  dress  themselves.  In  the 
morning  the  nurse  does  not  put  the  clothes 
on  the  easiest  way  for  her;  she  takes  the 
child's  hand  and  puts  it  through  the  mo- 
tions inside  her  own,  even  when  it  hasn't 
the  strength  to  hold  up  a  shoe.  Then  wlreji 
he  is  stronger  he  is  already  used  to  the 
motions  and  dresses  himself  as  quickly  and 
easily  as  a  seeing  child;  sometimes  ha 
makes  a  better  job  of  it  than  seeing  chil- 
dren who  haven't  had  the  advantage  of 
such    thoughtful    training.      In    just    the 


same  way  little  children  that  are  to  get 
out  of  their  chairs  are  turned  around  to 
face  the  chair  and  made  to  grasp  the 
rounds  at  the  back;  then  their  little  feet 
are  put  on  the  floor  and  they  are  lowered 
as  they  would  get  out  of  the  chair  them- 
selves. Lifting  the  baby  out  and  putting 
him  at  once  on  the  floor  would  be  easier 
■for  the  nurse,  but  it  wouldn't  be  anywhere 
nearly  as  good  for  the  child.  At  the  table 
the  child  goes  through  the  same  training. 
The  nurse  holds  his  hand  around  the  spoon 
and  guides  it  to  his  mouth:  she  even  holds 
his  <-th1r.,,ha.T>d>  against  the  side  of  the 
bowl,    and   in   a   very   short   time   he   has 
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HELP  OF  FRIENDS 


Three-Year-Ol^  "Billikin"  Well 

Known  to  Sun;  biners,  Must  Be; 

S'.pported  by  Charity. 


For  the  re.",  l  that  Sunshine 
workers  in  Maine  in  common  with 
those  the  country  over  are  especial- 
ly  interested  in  the  care  of  blind 
babies  and  because  Mrs.  CJ1  IM'WM 
Westover  Alden  of  New  York  City, 
president-general  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  has  several 
times  visited  in  Lewlston  and  last 
October  showed  the  blind  baby  reel 
at  Music  Hall,  it  is  likely  that  this 
story  of  "Billikin"  will  be  read  with 
considerable  interest. 

One  of  the  Blind  Baby  waifs  be- 
ing cared  for  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  in  the  Arthur 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Summit, 
N.  J.,  is  a  boy  known  to  the  chil- 
dren as  "Billikin."  He  was  chris-- 
toned,  however,  in  the  Episcopal 
church  as  William  King  Pether 
Amorel.  William  King  was  what,  the 
children  wanted  him  called,  and 
Pether  Amorel  was  added  because 
that  name  was  found  on  some  of 
the  clothes  wrapped  about  (he  child 
when  he  came  into  the  Home.  But 
he  is  known  at  this  school  as  "Billi- 
kin" for  short. 

The  history  of  Billikin  is  excitin 
and  makes  a  very  pretty  story.  The 
most  important  part  of  his  history, 
however,  just  now  is,  as  he  is  a  waif 
his  tuition  must  be  raised  by  public 
subscription,  and  since  he  happened 
to  be  christened  In  the  Episcopal 
church,  a  special  plea  is  made  for 
the  Episcopalians  to  come  to  his 
rescue.  If  his  tuition  is  not  paid  he 
cannot  remain  in  the  Home,  because 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  forbid  waifs 
being  brought  into  the  State  unless 
they  are  there  as  private  pUplls, 
some  person  or  some  band  of  per- 
sons standing  sponsor  (for  him. 

As  Billikin  was  brought  to  the 
Bind  Babies'  Home  and  left  there 
without   any    means  of   support,   the 


international  Sunshine  Society  as- 
sumed his  care,  trusting  that  bring- 
ing his  story  before  the  public,  gen- 
erous hearts  would  help  raise  his 
tuition. 

Little  Billikin  has  been  a  great 
traveler.  Nobody  knows  just  where 
he  was  born,  but  for  awhile  he  was 
in  Missouri,  thence  taken  to  St.  An- 
thony's hospital  of  Rosedale,  Kan- 
sas. From  there  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Mercy  hospital.  From  the 
Mercy  hospital  to  the  city  hospital. 
The  Life-Line  Mission  of  Armour- 
dale,  Kansas,  looked  after  him  for 
awhile.  Then  he  was  taken  to  Kan- 
sas City,  Kansas,  and  from  there  he 
was  brought  straight  to  the  Arthur 
Home  by  a  lady  who  heard  about 
the  Arthur  Home,  and  thought  all 
she  had  to  do  was  to  take  him  there. 

Billiken,  meanwhile,  takes  life  eas- 
ily, preferring  to  stand  on  his  head 
than  on  his  feet.  He  would  rather 
hold  his  nursing  bottle  jwith  his  toes 
than  with  his  fingers.  The  children 
say  he  can  do  many  circus  stunts 
that  clowns  would  be  proud   of. 

The  age  of  this  little  boy  is  about 
three  years. 

Here  is  a  chance  for  the  Episco- 
palian churches  and  their  Sunday 
schools  to  "get  busy"  and  in  "doing 
something  lor  somebody,"  raise  this 
little  boy's  tuition  for  at  least  one 
year,  which  is  $365. 

All  contributions  should  be  sent  to 
"Billikin,"  care  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Arthur  Home  for  Blind 
Babies,  Summit,  N.  J. 
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HEALTH  OFFICIAL'S 
SALARY  INCREASED 

Summit  Board  Gives  Duffield  Raise 
of  $300---May  Advocate  City's 
A  Collecting  Garbage. 

WILflNSPECT  BLIND  MBIES'  HOME 


Special   Sen  ice  of  the   XUVTS. 

SUMMIT,  July  13.— Taking  the  stand 
that  "when  wc  get  a  good  man  we 
Health  last  night  increased  the  salary 
ought  to  keep  him,"  the  Board  of 
of  Health  Officer  Thomas  J.  Duffield 
from  $1,200  to  $1,500  a  year,  the  raise 
to  date  from  July  1.  Mr.  Duffield  came 
to  Summit  about  a  year  ago  from  tha 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
although  he  had  done  more  or  less 
health  work  during  his  vacations.  It 
was  stated  by  one  of  the  board  mem- 
bers that  the  health  officer  had  re- 
ceived several  flattering  offers  lately, 
but  he  preferred  to  remain  in  this  city. 

The  board  arranged  to  meet  informal- 
ly with  John  J.  McGrath,  a  local  con- 
tractor, next  Monday  night  to  talk  over 
the  question  of  the  municipal  collection 
of  garbage,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Duffield  in  his  annual  report  a  few 
months  ago.     At  present  the.  city  has  a. 


number  of  garbage  collectors  and  some 
of  the  sections  of  Summit  are  not  "cov- 
ered." It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board 
members  that  if  the  cost  is  not  more 
than  $10,000  or  $12,000  a  year  that  the 
subject  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Common  Council,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  receive  serious  con- 
sideration. 

The  initiative  as  to  an  increase  in 
salary  for  the  health  officer  was  taken 
by  Dr.  "William  H.  "Lawrence  Jr.,  the 
president.  He  said  he  had  not  always 
agreed  with  Mr.  Duff ield,  but  he  felt  that 
the  officer  was  giving  the  city  excellent 
.service.  Commissioner  Haigh  thought 
\that  $1,500  was  low  enough  for  a  good 
Inan,  although  he  admitted  he  believed 
Vthere  will  be  some  kicking  at  the  in- 
orease."  There  was  not  a  dissenting 
TOte  to  the  resolution  to  increase  the 
FPy- 

I  At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wtst- 
orer  Alden.  president-general  of  the  In- 
Jwrr.ational  Sunshine  Society,  which  con- 
ducts the  Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies 
in  this  city,  the  health  officer  was  di- 
rected .  to  inspect  that  institution.  It 
was  not  stated  why  Mrs.  Alden  wanted 
the  inspection  made.  A  similar  inspec- 
tion was  made  about  a  year  ago,  when 
the  home  was  in  the  limelight,  it  having 
been  alleged  from  quarters  outside  this 
city  that  the  institution  was  not  main- 
tained lh  a  sanitary  condition.  At  that 
time  the  health  officers  looked  over  the 
home  and  reported  that  its  condition  was 
all   that  could   be  desired. 

Thirty-nine  cases  of  communicable 
diseases  were  reported  for  June.  Therft 
were  also  reported  seventeen  mar- 
riages, seventeen  births  and  ten  deaths. 
Seventeen  violations  were  called  to  the 
attention  of  the  health  officer.  Mr. 
Duffield  stated  there  was  a  balance  on 
hand  for  the  coming  six  months  of 
$2,000.  The  annual  appropriation  is 
$3,200,  but  in  addition  the  board  gets 
the  money  collected  from  fees. 

Mrs.  Alden  said  today  that  no  un- 
usual significance  was  attached  to  her 
request  for  an  inspection  of  the  Arthur 
Home.  She  added  that  it  was  custom- 
ary for  the  health  authorities  to  make 
an  examination  every  year.  She  be- 
lieved a  clean  bill  of  health  would  b« 
granted.  Mrs.  Alden  left  this  morning 
to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Sunshine 
Society   in   New   York.  ,-m. 
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|UNSHINE  HQIOFPROVED. 

State  Board,  However,  Urges  It  to 
i^Gkop  Industrial  Training. 
TB*^tate  Board  of  Charities  has  ap- 
proved the  work  of  the  Dyker  Heights 
Home  for  Blind^ChJldren  at  Eighty- 
fourth  Streex^neat^T'hlrteenth  Avenue, 
Brooklyn,  under  the  management  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society.  Ac- 
cording to  the  State  report,  signed  by 
Secretary  Robert  W.  Hebberd,  which 
was  shown  yesterday  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  society  at  06  Fifth  Avenue, 
the  Inspection  places  the  institution  and 
its  management  in  the  first  class.  There 
are  twenty-eight  blind  babies  and  chil- 
dren in  the  home,  committed  to  Ha  care 
by    the    city.     Secretary   Hebberd    does 


not  believe  the  society  is  capable  cf 
pioviding  manual  training  for  the  chil- 
dren. In  his  report  he  makes  this  com- 
ment on  that  feature  of  the  work: 

"  Facilities  for  manual  and  industrial 
training  are,  however,  by  no  means 
equal  to  those  provided  in  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  It  Is  sug- 
gested, therefore,  that  as  soon  as  chil- 
dren come  to  such  age  and  size  as  t<j 
enable  them  to  profit  by  lndustria 
training  they  may  be  transferred  to  ; 
institution  where  such  training  is  give 
Their  removal  would  give  more  rod 
for  the  care  of  blind  babies,  for  which 
purpose  the  institution  was  foundedJmd 
for  which  It 
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BLIND 

Sported  "good" 


StatfHSoard    of    Charities    In- 
dorses   Sunshine    Society's 
Dyker  Heights  Institution. 


Brooklyn's  home  for  blind  babies, 
maintained  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  at  1255  Eighty-fourth 
street,  and  known  as  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  for  Blind  Children, 
ranks  among  the  best  in  the  State,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charities.  The  findings  of 
the  board,  following  a  recent  inspec- 
tion of  the  Dyker  Heights  institution, 
have  just  been  sent  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  society  at  96  Fifth  avenue, 
Manhattan,  and  the  approval  of  the 
home  by  the  board  was  made  public 
today. 

Every  phase  of  the  work  done  by 
the  home  has  been  gone  into  by  the 
State  Charities  body.  In  its  report, 
transmitted  over  the  signature  of  Sec- 
rotary  Robert  W.  Hebberd,  there  are 
only  two  suggestions  made  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  inst'tution.  These  are 
that  a  night  nurse  should  be  employed, 
who  would  act  as  a  night  fire  patrol, 
and  that  the  children  be  transferred 
to  another  institution  for  industrial 
training  as  they  become  older.  For 
the  rest,  after  every  single  item  has 
been  examined  by  the  inspector,  with 
the  running  commentary  "Good,"  the 
State  board  places  the  institution  in 
the  firts  class  both  as  to  equipment 
and   management. 

At  this  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  there  are  twelve  boys  and  four- 
teen girls,  most  of  them  less  than  8 
years  old,  the  two  oldest  being  12  and 
15.  An  appropriation  of  $8,800  a 
year  is  made  for  their  care  by  the  city 
and  a  total  of  twelve  people  look  after 
their  welfare.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  officers,  who,  according  to  the  re- 
port, are  unfailing  in  their  interest  in 
the  place  and  who  visit  it  frequently. 
Mrs.     Theodore     F.     Seward     of     East 


.fVnt.   Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
Orange-  ^President    Mf  , 
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picking  at  its  eyes,  to  make  it  support 
its  own  body,  is  a  task  requiring  the  best 
that  doctors,  graduate  nurses,  specially 
trained  helpers  can  do. 

Little   tots  are  rolled  m  a  blanket   to 
force   them   to  reach  out   the   hands,   to 
begin    the    process    of    supporting    them- 
selves.    They   are  forced,   gradually,   pa- 
tiently,  tho  generally  against   then   wi  11, 
to  move  about,  find  raised  places,  finally 
to  climb  and  reach  down — in  the  "dark  - 
for  the  floor  or  lower  step.     They  are  given 
tinkling  toys  to  add  the  sense  of  hearing  to 
the  sense  of  touch.     They  are  taught  to 
touch  one  another.     A  hundred  devices, 
many  of  them  personally  devised  by  Mrs 
Alden,  aid  the  long  journey  to  the  first 
steps    that    come    so    soon    with    normal 
babies,  and  that  never  would  come  to  the 
blind  baby  except  by  the  most  laborious 
and  specifically  applied  system. 


Tester-mother  of  the  blind 

WHAT  would  you  do  with  a  blind 
baby?  Would  you  weep  over  it,  or 
would  you  teach  it  to  dance  the  one-step? 
All  the  possible  things  that  might  be  done 
are  not  limited  to  these  alternatives,  and 
Vet  in  a  manner  of  speaking,  they  point 
pretty  clearly  the  two  directions  that  you 
Lst  take  in  whatever  you  do     There  are 

probably  few  things  more  pitifully  helpless 
than  a  blind  baby.    Yet  there  is  one  woman 
at  least  who  refused  to  let  her  pity  benumb 
her  intellect,  or   to  let  that  inexpressible 
helplessness  render  her  helpless  in   sym- 
pathy.    Because  her  own  sympathy  was 
of    the   heaven-sent   practical   sort,    there 
is  now  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
and  there  are  two  Blind  Babies'  Homes,  to 
which  the  blind  babies  of  twelve  States  are 
sent.     This  woman  is  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden,  who  came  to  New  York  as  a  girl 
from  the  life  of  the  Western  cow  country 
and  mining-camps.     The  two  homes  which 
she  has  established,  in  Summit,  New  Jersey, 
and  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  are  not  large 
institutions.     The  two  together  accommo- 
date but  sixty-five  children,  but  there  „ 
very  little  of  the  "institution"  about  either 
of  them.      As  a  writer  in   the  Pittsburg 
Gazette-Times  describes  them: 

A  blind  babies'  home  must  be  if  home, 

nursery!  hospital,  and  kindergarten  com- 

ned     The  babies  are  not  always  received 

Sre  the  mischief  of  wrong  care  has  been 

done.    To  save  them  after  a  bad  start  i    a 

good  deal  harder  than  saving    hem  w  th  a 

right  start  at  birth,  or  at  the  actual  be 

ginning  of  blindness.     To  make   a  blind 

chnd  touch  the  unfamiliar,  to  make  it  stop 

cHnging  to  the  bed,  to  make  it  stop  rolling 

head  from  side  to  side,  to  make  it  stop^ 


Tears  or  smiles  for  the  pitiful?  One 
woman  had  only  tears,  and  the  result  was 
that  Mrs.  Alden,  passing  in  her  wake, 
found  a  blind  baby  crying  her  heart  out  in 
a  corner.  To  Mrs.  Alden's  questions  the 
little  girl  said  that  she  was  sick.  No,  she 
hadn't  eaten  anything;  but  a  lady  had 
spoken  to  her.  "The  lady  shook  my  hand, 
and  she  said:  'What  a  pity!  What  a 
terrible  thing!'"— a  storm  of  sobs— "Am 
I  a  'terrible  thing,'  Mrs.  Alden? "    That  is 


shoot-the-chutes,  and  heard  the  happy 
laughter  that  has  a  peculiarly  pathetw 
effect  when  it  is  realized  as  a  sound  in  the 
dark.  In  fact,  this  whole  pict ure  .repre- 
sents the  most  extraordinary  blending  ot 
pathos  and  beauty  possible  to  conceive. 
To  see  it  without  tears  would  be  incredi- 
ble To  leave  it  without  gratefulness  for 
its  marks  of  a  noble  compassion  would  be 
equally  impossible. 


y      SEE  WORK  OF  BLIND 


Exhibition  Held  at  Home  of  Mrs. 
Dreier  on  Heights. 


Much  interest  was  evinced  by  all 
visitors  to  the  exhibition  and  sale  of 
the  handicraft  work  of  the  clever  pu- 
pils from  the  headquarters  of  the 
blind,  which  was  held  yesterday  after- 
noon at  the  home  on  the  Heights  of 
Mrs.  H.  Edward  Dreier,  35  Remsen 
street. 

There  skillful  workers  were  busy 
making,  not  only  baskets  and  trays  of 
willow  and  raffia,  but  beautiful  gold 
cloth  with  vividly  colored  butterflies, 
which  was  woven  into  a  fabric  for  the 
manufacture  of  hand  bags. 

Dainty  articles  of  many  varieties 
were  also  on  sale  for  the  benefit  of 
the  workers  at  the  home,  which  is 
located  at  289  Schermerhorn  street, 
and  which  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Bureau  of  Charities. 

The  aim  of  this  valuable  institution 
is  to  train  the  sightless  whomen  to  be- 
come wage  earners,  and  the  theory  of 
training  the  hand  that  the  mind  may 
see  is  finely  practical,  to  judge  by  the 
cheerful  efficient  workers  whose  touch 
is  as  good  a  guide  for  clever  work  as 
the  sight  is  usually  to  the  sighted 
workers. 

The  women  in  charge  of  the  sale 
yesterday  were  Chairman  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam D.  Sargent  and  Mrs.  Sumner 
Ford,  Mrs.  Rudolph  Gospel,  Mrs. 
Francis  L.  Steenken,  Mrs.  Donald  B. 
Stuart,  Miss  I.  F.  Ide,  Mrs.  Adrian 
Van  Sinderan,  Mrs.  Herbert  Beale 
Spelman  and  the  hostess  of  the  after- 
noon, Mrs.  H.  E.  Dreier.  ~ 


BLIND  BABY  NOTICE 

PHONE    CHELSEA    43 IS 

Kindly  keep  this  card  handy  and  notify  'C/ie  International  Sunshine  Depart- 
ment for  {Blind  Rabies  and  backward  blind  children,  96  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City,  Room  52,  when  a  blind  child  conies  to  your  notice. 
New  York  State,  Pennsylvania,  Arkansas  and  North  Dakota  pay  $1 .50  per 
day  for  the  care,  maintenance  and  education  of  blind  babies  and  small 
children,  whose  parents  are  unable  to  meet  the  tuition  Parents  able  to 
pay,  can  send  their  children  as  private  pupils — Rhode  Island,  Maine, 
District  of  Columbia,  Tennessee,  South  Dakota,  Arizona,  Virginia,  New 
Jersey,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Minnesota  have  laws  making  some  provision. 

Address,  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  Room  52. 

MRS.     JOHN     ALDEN,   President  General 


the  "tears"  method.  Mrs.  Alden's  is  the 
"smiles  "  method,  and  the  way  it  works  out 
is  shown  nowhere  more  clearly  than  in  the 
radiant,  interested  kindergarten  circle  of 
the  Arthur  Home: 

Fancy  a  group  of  blind  children  dancing 
the  one-step!  Fancy  a  blind  children's 
orchestra  led  by  a  seven-year-old  blind 
boy,  who  follows  every  change  of  time 
and  imitates  with  wonderful  accuracy  the 
mannerisms  of  the  immortal  Sousa!  Fancy 
the  troop  of  them  marching  in  to  dinner, 
each  finding  the  right  chair,  untying  his  or 
her  bib  from  the  back  of  the  chair  and 
rewarded  by  promotion  to  a  head  table 
when  the  bib  is  tied  on  without  help. 
Think  of  the  intimate  and  elaborate 
system  of  care  required  in  this  method  of 
saving. 

By  having  the  children  do  for  them- 
selves everything  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  do  for  themselves,  they  are  taught 
in  the  most  practical  way  to  use  their 
hands  and  to  develop  the  sense  of  touch. 
Thus  they  dress  and  undress  themselves, 
fasten  and  unfasten  their  shoes,  make 
beds,  learn  to  respect  one  another's  rights, 
as  well  as  to  go  through  every  develop- 
ing feature  of  the  Montessori  or  Froebel 
kindergarten  system  that  it  may  be 
feasible  to  apply. 

Over  the  working  out  of  every  departure 
in  this  system  Mrs.  Alden  hovers  with 
the  gentle  solicitude  of  a  mother  and  the 
energetic  inventiveness  of  an  efficiency 
engineer.  She  gives  the  impression  of 
being  ,at  once  the  Grace  Darling  and  the 
Edison  of  the  blind  babies. 

To  Mrs.  Alden  these  children  are  more 
than  a  sentiment;  they  are  a  subject  of 
scientific  study.  She  knows  that  a  blind 
baby  is  not  only  a  bud  that  doesn't  open — 
that  it  is  a  bud  that  withers  unless  science 
is  added  to  affectionate  care. 

Outdoors  at  Summit  the  writer  found 
a  great  variety  of  playground  helps  to 
happy    living,     including,    of    course,    a 
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HUNT  FAKE  COLLECTORS. 


su|f*iine    Home    for    Babies    Warns 
\j    Against  Contributing. 

A  -warning  lias  been  sent  out  by 
the  Sunshine  Home  for  BHnd  Babies 
that  t Mete  are  several1  unwarrSffifted 
persons  attempting1  to  collect  money 
in  the  name  of  the  home.  It  is  said 
that  a  number  of  residents  .  of  the 
Bedford  section  have  recently  been 
victimized  by  an  elderly  Jewish 
woman  who  represented  herself  as 
from  the  home.  The  officials  say  they 
maintain  no  solicitors  and  that  ail 
contributions  are  voluntary. 

Many  persons  who  use  the  Atlantic 
avenue  subway  station  have  beei^ 
asked  to  contribute,  and  the  Navy 
Yard  and  Williamsburgh  sections  alsi 
have  been  visited  by  the  "collectors/ 
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Miss  Eva  Berg  of  1013  Fortieth 
street,  the  talented  toe  dancer,  has 
canceled  a  number  of  engagements  to 
appear  at  the  benefit  of  the  blind  ba- 
bies, to  be  held  on  Thursday^eTWfmg. 
TnW"ehild  gives  as  a  reason  for  can- 
celing her  appearances  that  she  wants 
to  be  fully  rested  for  the  night  of  the 
benefit.      Miss  Berg  has  just  returned 

from  a  tour  of  Canada,  where  she  ap- 
peared before  Lord  and  Lady  Aber- 
deen. 

Eva  comes  from  a  family  of  stag* 
folk,  chief  of  whom  is  Miss  Ada  Reeve 
the  celebrated  English  actress,  who  i; 
her  aunt.  The  child  was  benefitec 
considerable  through  Miss  Reeve,  whe 
taught  her  the  art  of  elocution. 
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SIX  BLIND  CHILDREN 
MARVELS  OF  BABY  SHOW 


THEY    SlNtff  DANCE,    PLAY,    AND 
HAVE  NO  FEAR. 


Remarkable  Skill  with  Fingers  and 
Hands  Which  Sightless  Youngsters 
Use  for  "Eyes"  —  Convention  Ar- 
ranged by  Women's  Clubs  Federa- 
tion Opens  at  Hotel  Astor  with  Ex- 
hibits and  Speeches  on  Proper  Up- 
bringing of  Young. 


Six  little  blind  children  sat  in  a  row 
at.  the  Baby  Week  Convention  of  the 
City  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  at 
the  Hotel  Astor  this  morning,  waiting 
their  turn  to  show  what  can  be  done  for 
babies  if  one  only  tries,  and  how  worth 
while  the  whole  thing  is.  One  of  them 
was  just  a  baby,  a  gurgling,  round  per- 
son too  small  to  have  a  chair  to  him- 
self, and  who  kept  his  hands  spread  out 
vigorously  in  front  of  him,  adventuring 
with  the  air.  Everything  that  he  could 
Pud  he  touched,  patted  and  smoothed,  and 
felt  of  lovingly,  lest  he  miss  anything. 

Mary  was  another  of  the  blind  children 
a  few  years  older.  She  stood  very  near 
the  edge  of  the  platform  and  courtesied, 
then  she  put  out  her  hands  as  if  trying 
to  gather  in  the  words  she  was  expected 
to  say.  Finally  she  found  them — there 
seems  to  be  nothing  a  blind  bain's  hands 
cannot   find   by   searching. 

"How  do  do.   ladies'.'"   she   inquired,    so- 
licitously,   and    walked    down     the    tl 
steps     to     her     seat,     delighted     with     the 
world. 

Rosalie  Cohen  Js  seven  ov  eighty  and 
she  composes  music.  She  played  the  ac- 
companiment for  Miss  Bennett,  a  blind 
woman  who  teaches  music  at  the  school. 
who  sang.  Then  a  little  light  girl  named 
UJlie  played  another  a> ■cnnipanimcnt.  . 
and  then  still  another  one  played  for 
two  of  the  others  to  dance. 

They  felt  with  their  feet  first  just 
where  the  edge  of  llv  platform  was.  and 
then  began.  They  have  no  fear  at  all, 
these  blind  children,  and  are  very  happy. 
Bertie  is  a  beautiful  child,  whose  eyes 
seem  to  see  some  pleasant  thing  very  far 
? way.  They  all  use  their  hands  eagerly, 
deftly,    caressingly. 
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fO  REVIEW  WORK  OF  YEAR. 
IN  BEHALF  OF 


Thfe' eleventh,  annual  meeting  of  the 
Intedfcmional  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blirju  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  at  the 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
Eighty-third  and  Eighty-fourth 
streets,  near  Thirteenth  avenue, 
Dyker  Heights. 

The  business  session  with  reports  of 
officers  and  committee  workers  will 
open  at  10:30  in  the  morning  and 
continue  until  12:30,  when  luncheon 
will  be  served  to  the  board  of  di- 
rectors and  head  workers  by  the 
members    of    the    House    committee. 

At  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  there 
will  be  a  special  programme  by  the 
blind  children  from  two  to  ten  years 
of  age.  To  this  session  all  friends 
Interested  in  the  work  for  blind  babies 
are  most  cordially  invited.  Tea  will 
be  served  at  4  o'clock. 

The  officers  of  the  Branch  of  the 
Blind  are:  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward, 
president;  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden,  vice  president;   Mrs.  Nellie  E. 

C.  Furman,  secretary:  Mrs.  Louis  B. 
Campbell,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Joseph  L. 
Ashmead,  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Per- 
kins, Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell,  directors. 

The  house  committee  consists  of 
Mrs.  Helen  Lindsay,  Mrs.  William  H. 
Hamilton,  Mrs."  Katherine  Birkeley, 
Mrs.  Josephine  Lr/tle. 

There  will  be  a  special  Sunshine 
vesper  service  Easter  Sunday  after- 
noon, April  23.  In  the  Solarium  of  the 
Bensonhurst  Sanitarium,  Cropsey  and 
Twenty-third  avenues,  Bensonhurst, 
at  8:30  o'clock,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  special  committee  appointed  by 
the  International  Sunshine  Society. 

The  speaker  for  the  afternoon  will 
be  the  Rev.  Alexander  Wrouters, 
pastor  of  theJFlrst  Reformed  Church, 
Brooklyn.  There  will  be  soprano 
solos  by  Miss  Eleanor  Bennett;  and  the 
full  vested  double  quartet  of  blind 
children  from  the  Dyker  Heights  Sun- 
shine  Home  for  Blind   Babies. 

The  committee  in  charge  consists 
of    Mrs.    Royal    W.    Gage,    Mrs.    Mary 

D.  Beattie,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
Mrs.  Helen  Lindsay,  Mrs.  William  H. 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Katherine  Birkeley. 
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SINSHINE   SOC1KTY  MEETS. 


Finuik'^tl    and    Other    Conditions    He- 
poijLrrtr  Sound   at    Annual   Session. 

ThBelevtnt  h  annual  meeting  of  the 
Brooklyn  Branch  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society  was  held  at  the  Home 


fr,v  7?HHfkwB**ifc>W"~  Eighty-third  street 
near  Thirteenth  avenue,  today. 

The  business  session  started  at  10:30 
a.m.  with  the  president,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  in  the  chair.  The 
reports  off!  all  the  committees  were 
read,  and  the  condition  of  the  scociety 
found  to  be  sound,  financially  and  oth- 
erwise. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Seymour,  "director  of  St. 
Paul's  Institute  for  the  Blind,  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  and  Mrs.  J.  Bobbins.  .if 
Havana,  Cuba,  who  is  interested  in 
the  work  there  for  the  blind,  were 
present  as  guests. 

The  meeting-  adjourned  at  12:30 
o'clock,  when  an  informal  luncheon 
was  served.  This  afternoon  some  of 
the  blind  children  in  the  home  are 
presenting    an    entertainment. 

The  officers  of  the  association  are: 
President,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Seward:  vice 
president,   Mrs.   Cynthia  Westover  Al- 

n:  secretary.  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Fur- 
n;   treasurer.  Mrs.  Louis  Campbell. 
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BLIND  BABIES 


THE  EXER* 


Sunshine  Society  Provided,  Novel 

Program  at  the  Arthur  Home 

in   Summit. 


FORTY-FIVE    UTILE   INMATES 


Summit,  April  IS.— OSpeciai.  f— Sightless 
though  they  are,  the  forty-five  inmates, 
of  the  Arthur  Home  for  Blinds  Babies,  in 
Pine  Grove  avenue,  had  just  as  much 
sunshine  in  their  hearts  to-day  as  the 
I  scores  of  visitors  who  attended  the  ex- 
ercises in  connection  with  the  seventh 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

It  was  one  of  the  happiest  days  the 
children  have  ever  experienced.  As  a 
rule  it  rains  on  anniversary  day,  but 
to-day  was  as  bright  and  clear  as  one 
could  wish.  The  program  was  under  the 
direction  of  the  department  of  the  blind 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden 
is  the  president  general.  Mrs.  Alden 
said  it  was  one  of  the"  happiest  days  of 
her  life  to  be  able  t»';  bring,  sunshine  to 
the  little  sightless  oneii^  The  attendance 
was   larger   than   usual. 

From  9  o'clock  until  noon  there  was 
an  inspection  of  the  grounds  and  build- 


ings, after  which  luncheon  was  served. 
The    business    meeting,    which    was    in 

i charge  of  Mrs.  Alden,  began  at  1.30 
o'clock,  and  following'  this  the  children 

[gave     an     hour's     program     of     music, 

i  songs  and  callisthenics.  One  of  the 
pleasing  features  of  the  day's  exercises 
was  the  admission  into  tU$  home  of 
Master  Wilbur  Mager,  of  Irvington,  who 
arrived  while  the  reports  Bvere  being 
read.  He  is  less  than  a  ye!ar  old,  and 
is  a  strong,  healthy  baby,  but  sight- 
less. After  he  remains  at  the  home 
awhile  it  will  be  determined  whether  or 
not  he  will  be  operated  upon  for  the 
restoration  of  his  sight.  The  lad  was 
brought  to  the  home  by  Miss  Ella 
Hueschle,  secretary  of  the  Irvington 
branch  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society. 

Mrs.  Alden  in  her  annual  report  urged 
the  need  of  more  room.  She  called  atten- 
tion to  the  value  of  the  cottage  system. 
There  is  now  a  cottage  for  girls,  and 
the  president  general  believed  that  if  a 
boy's  cottage  were  provided  it  would  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  home  23  per 
cent.  She  said  that  repairs  had  been 
made  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  about 
$600,  but  that  there  was  need  of  painting 
both  the  inside  and  outside  of  the  place. 
The  report  of  the  finance  committee 
showed  that  the  average  cost  of  taking- 
care  of  the  babies  was  not  less  than  $450 
a  year.  Many  of  the  States  give  to  the 
home  a  dollar  a  day  for  each  baby  ad- 
mitted, but  New  Jersey's  allotment  for 
this  puruose,  it  was  stated,  was  $300  a 
year.  A  bill  has  just  been  signed  by  Gover- 
nor Fielder  providing  that  where  children 
are  given  nursery  and  hospital  care  the 
allotment  for  this  purpose  shall  be  $450 
annually.  The  first  child  committed  since 
the  law  was  signed  was  the  Irvington 
baby. 

The  difference  between  what  is  allowed 
by  the  States  and  the  care  of  the  little 
ones  is  made  up  by  subscriptions.  It  was 
explained  that  New  York  State  owes  the 
Arthur  Home  $6,000  for  the  care  of  its 
,ies,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  bill  will  be 
.often  through  the  Legislature  of  the 
Empire  State  to  liquidate  this  debt. 

Beceipts  from  all  sources  during  the 
past  fiscal  year  were  $21,790  and  the  ex- 
penses $18,188.  The  average  monthly  re- 
ceipts were  $1,799  and  the  average  monthly 
disbursements  $1,524.  Six  States  are  pay- 
ing for  the  support  of  blind  babies  $8,934, 
and  there  was  received  last  year  from 
relatives  and  friends  of  those  who  have 
children  in  the  institution  $7,952.  A  legacy 
of  $3,000  was  left  by  Miss  Adelaide  L.  But- 
ler,   and   there   came   in   from   friends   for 
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INTERNATIONAL      SUNSHINE 

SOCIETY  CARE  FOR  THE 

B4BY  BLIND 

One  of  tlie  uost  important 
things  before  one  to-day  is  the 
care  and   education   of   the    baby 


blind.  A  child  blinded  in  infancy* 
or  born  without  eyes  presents  a 
age  and  pitaftJ  sight.  It  has 
a  soul  and  is  human,  a  part  of 
tlie  great  Creaier's  worl^.  It  re- 
quires special  care  and  attention 
So  that  its  facilities  are  drawn 
out.  If  a  seeing  child  requires 
.constant  care   how     much     more 

in  does  a  child 
rancy  require.  Every  piinite 
must  be  shown  special  care.  Its 
little  bl?&in  must  he  occupied,  it 
must  be  loved  that  the  confidence 
needed  may  be  gained.  In  order 
to  stamp  out  the  helplessness  of 
the  adult  blind  the  baby  blind 
must  be  cared  for. 

The  experience  wrought  from 
the  care,  education  and  develop- 
ment of  blind  babies-  in  the  few 
years  since  the  establishment  of 
this  important  work  by  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society 
proved  to  us  and  to  those  familial 
With  the  work,  that  there  is  no 
longer  any  need  for  a  blind  child 
to  grow  up  feeble-minded  or  crip- 
pled because  of  lack  of  %are,  asj 
the  care  and  education  are  »now 
provided. 

The  International  Sunshine  So^ 
eiety  with  general  headquarters  at 
96  .Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City, 
have  two  established  homes  for 
blind  children,  one  at  Dykei 
rl eights,  JBrooklyn,  New  York  an c 
the  other,  The  Arthur  Sunshine 
-Jme,   at  Summit,  New     Jersey 

.ie  Arthur  Home  has  forty-fly  ( 
oa.bies,  several  from  New     Yorl 
State,  some  from  New  Jersey,  on< 
from  California  and  others  fron 
Pennsylvania,     Tennessee,     Mary 
land   and   Minnesota.     Here     the 
children  are    eared  for  under  the 
care  of  trained  nurses  and  gradu- 
ate kindergarden  teachers.     Tlu 
children's  eyes  are  examined  con 
stantly  by  the  oculist  and  treated 
by  specialists     when     considered 
necessary.     It  is  not  our  aim     to 
give  industrial     training,     but  in 
the  playground  exercises  and  the 
summer  school  recreations,  many 
of  our    games    have    really    de- 
veloped into  organized  play  from 
which  have  resulted  basketing  for 
the  older  girls,   chair  eanmg  for 


ie  older  boys,  sewing  for  the 
younger  girls,  thus  preparing  the 
Little  fingers  for  the  real  manual 
industrial  training  they  are  to 
receive  wheh  they  enter  the  state 
schools- 

In  the  same  way  the  Babies  m 
the  preliminary  kindergarten  play 
with  pegs  and  pegboards-  blocks 
and  all  the  Montessori  equipment. 
1'he  dhildren  are  taught  both  the 
braille  and  point  systems. 

The  older  children  play  freely 
m  the  yard  and  the  older  boys 
use  the  equipment  with  facility. 
Teachers  always  supervise  the 
recreation. 

They  aim  to  correct  the  man- 
nerisms to  which  the  blind  are 
especially  prone  and  to  encourage 
freedom  of  action.  Older  children 
have  responsibilities  in  conneetioi 
with  the  care  of  the  building  ant 
the  guiding  of  the  younger  chil 
dren.  Manners  at  the  table  anc 
elsewhere  are  under  the  watch 
iul  eye  of  some  teacher  or  nurse. 

On  February  15th,  1910  Presi- 
dent Woodrow  "Wilson,  then  Gov- 
ernor  of  New  Jersey,     proyi. 
that  every  blind  child    under 
age  of  twelve  should  receive  $33Jp 
per  year    for  care  and  education. 
-During  the  past  year     Governor 
Fielder  passed  the  bill  and     the 
Daby  blind  of  New  Jersey  are  now 
receiving  $450  per  year.     March 
22nd,  1912  Governor  John  A-  Dix 
of     New     York     passed  the    act 
amending  the  education  law  i 
viding  for  the  education  of     the 
blind  in  that  state  at  $365     p^  r 
year.   .  Other  states     have     sin-o  e 
then   passed   similar  bills  provid- 
ing for  the   education     of     their 
blind   babies.    "But  then  we  h 
blind  babies  come  to  us  who  ha.ye 
no  father  or  mother,  from    st; 
that  do  not  provide  for  them,     it 
is    these    little    waifs  that  "Sun- 
shine"  must   and   does     support. 
Through    the      efforts      of     kind 
friends  throughout,     the     United 
Slates     the     funds     are    usua 
raised  to  keep  these     little     tolts 
from  going  to  the  poor-house, 
always   the   easiest:  task     but.     fin 
offering  for  "Sunshine  Work-',  a 
thanks   offering   for     ones     own 


1* 


good  health  will  help  these  blind 
babies.  The  International  Sun- 
shine Society  is  non-sectarian,  the 
dues  are  kind  deeds  such  as 
sending  flowers,  fruit,  post  cards, 
etc,  to  "he  sick  and  shut-in,  help- 
ing the  destitute,  or  scattering 
sua  shine  into  any  dark  corner 
where  it  is  needed  most.  Tr.te 
fctmshine  motto,  if  lived    up     *A 
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HARVEST  HOME  FESTIVAL 
AT  BLIND  BABIES'  HOME 

--■*•' harvest  home  festival  and,  chil- 
dren's Thanksgiving  was  held  at  the 
Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home  for 
| Blind  Babies  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
Mrs.  William  H.  Hamilton,  chairman 
of  the  reception  committee,  assisted 
by  Mrs.  Robert  Young  and  Miss  Ethel 
Hamilton;  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Eurman. 
chairman  of  the  house  committee  as- 
sisted by  Mrs.  Katherine  Birkeley  and 
Mrs.  Helen  Lindsay,  were  the  hostesses 
of  the  occasion.  From  2  to  3  o'clock 
the  hostesses  received  the  guests  in 
the  Nursery  House  on  Eighty-fourth 
street,  giving  opportunity  to  all  visi- 
tors to  inspect  the  home  and  visit  with 
(he  smaller  babies.  At  3  o'clock  all 
repaired  to  the  kindergarten  room  in 
the  Dun  cottage  to  listen  to  the  chil- 
dren's program. 

Rosa  Bernstein,  7  years  old,  gave 
the  address  of  welcome.  The  sun- 
shine choir,  consisting  of  eight  chil- 
dren in  full  choir  vestments,  marched 
into  the  room  singing  the  sunshine 
song.  Piano  selections  and  songs  were 
given  by  Eugenia  Macusenn.  S.  Phil- 
lips. Josephine  Vickers,  Rosalie  Cohen, 
Richard  Bolls,  Eleanor  Foster  and 
Lillian   Butler. 

Miss  Hazel  Mazur  presented  the 
children  in  a  number  of  modern  and 
folk  dances  and  the  kindergarten  pu- 
pils sang  nursery  songs. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  program 
refreshments  were  served.  Miss  Nellie 
Vassar  presiding  at  the  tea  table 


COMMENDATION 

Editorial  in  The  Mercantile  and  Financial 
Times,  New  York  City 

A  Successful  Philanthropy 

Annual  Convention  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Workers — The  Society  Is 
Again  Placed  in  the  New  York  State 
A  ppropriation   Bill 

At  the  20th  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  just  held 
at  Hartford,  Conn.,  May  i6th  and  17th, 
there  was  an  unusually  large  gathering 
of  the  most  active  members  of  this  highly 
useful  and  efficient  organization.  This 
meeting  also  signalized  the  22nd  year  of 
the  existence  of  the  work. 

There  have  been  many  ups  and  downs 
experienced  by  this  band  of  philanthropic 
women,  but  no  signs  of  discouragement 
ever  entered  their  ranks.  Legislation  in 
behalf  of  the  baby  blind  has  been  perhaps 
the  greatest  and  most  blessed  work  under- 
taken by  them.  It  has  been  a  most 
difficult  task  to  make  the  world  under- 
stand that  a  blind  baby  should  have  special 
care  from  the  day  of  blindness  and  not  as 
heretofore  from  school  age — that  is,  six  and 
eight  years  old. 

Last  year  it  will  be  remembered  a  big 
step  is  advance  was  realized  when  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  made  provi- 
sion by  an  appropriation  covering  the 
back  pay  for  New  York  State  children 
that  had  been  placed  in  care  of  the 
Society  by  the  State  Board  of  Education 
— monies  amounting  to  $6,416.  The  next 
victory  was  when  the  Advisory  Commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Charities  of  New  York  City,  to 
inspect  all  child-caring  institutions,  visited 
the  two  homes  for  blind  babies  established 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
and  gave  them  the  "Highest  Rating 
Possible" — (A)  in  management,  (A)  in 
plant,  and  (A)  in  ideals. 

New  York  City  next  increased  the  city 
budget  for  the  baby  blind  to  $13,500  a 
year,  paying  for  each  blind  baby  sent  to 
the  Brooklyn  Sunshine  Home  at  the  rate 
of  $1.20  a  day. 

The  new  state  budget  provides  for  10 
blind  babies  this  year  with  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  and  naturally 
there  was  rejoicing  over  the  great  victory 
in  behalf  of  the  baby  blind.  The  law 
providing  for  the  care  was  made  in  1912, 
but  the  budget  for  the  last  few  years  had 
not  included  the  International  Sunshine 
Society. 

The  Convention  transacted  a  large 
amount  of  important  business  touching 
all  states  in  the  Union.  The  past  record 
of  the  organization  was  reviewed,  and 
many  plans  for  the  future  formulated. 
There  were  notable  addresses  made  and 
the  greatest  interest  prevailed  throughout 
the  entire  proceedings.  All  in  all,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  meetings  the 
workers  ever  held,  which  is  remarkable  in 
view  of  the  many  distractions  caused  by 
the  present  war.    The  Convention  showed, 


among  other,  things,  that  the  activity  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  mem- 
bers has  in  no  wise  abated  and  that  they 
are  adhering  closely  to  their  purpose  to 
advance  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the 
most  unfortunate  and  helpless  of  God's 
creatures — blind  babies. 

The  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  R. 
Livingston  Beekman;  Joseph  H.  Gainer, 
Mayor  of  Providence,  and  George  L. 
Crooker,  president  of  the  Providence 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  sent  telegrams 
seconding  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Henry 
Fletcher  of  the  Providence  Sunshine 
Branch  to  hold  the  Convention  of  1919 
in  Providence. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  our 
readers  that  the  prosecution  of  this  im- 
portant work  depends  largely  upon  vol- 
untary contributions.  The  demands  of 
the  war,  great  and  insistent  as  they  are, 
should  not  blind  the  eyes  of  the  philan- 
thropic to  this  fact.  There  is  no  worthier 
charity  before  the  public. 

To  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  96 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  who  has 
worked  so  diligently  and  disinterestedly 
in  this  work  of  genuine  benevolence,  too 
much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the 
success  achieved  by  the  organization. 
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[CHECK  for  $100 
FOR  BLIND  BABIES 

Sunshine  Society  Members 
Have  Annual  Benefit 
eeting. 


|  At  the  annual  benefit  meeting  yes- 
terday afternoon  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  the  Hartford  Branch, 
International  Sunshine  Society,  an- 
nouncement was  made  of  the  receipt 
yesterday  morning  of  a  check  for 
$100  for  the  fund  which  the  branch 
maintains  for  the  relief  of  the  blind 
babies  at  the  homes  in  Summit,  N. 
J.,  and  the  Dyker  Heights  Branch, 
near  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  check  is 
the  result  of  a  provision  in  the  will 
;of  Mrs.  Sophia  Brown,  of  Collins- 
i  ville.  The  check,  together  with 
about  $25  received  from  members 
yesterday,  will  be  forwarded  to  head- 
quarters in  New  York. 

Mrs.  Mary  O.  Seymour,  president 
of  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  read  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Fannie  Welcher  of 
this  city  who  is  writing  a  series  of 
letters  to  the  society,  relating  an 
account  of  her  travels.  The  letter 
yesterday  dealt  with  her  journey 
through  Mexico  into  California.  A 
.musical  program  was  featured,  the 
principal  entertainers  being  Howard 
' Spargo  and  Clifton  Spargo,  brothers, 
iwho  played  the  piano  and  violin.  The 
other  entertainers  were  Mrs.  Edwin 
'Michener,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Johnson,  Mrs. 
Bell  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Maynard. 

Those  who  served  tea  were  Mrs. 
Willis  Thayer,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Sharp,  Mrs. 
Alta  S.  Cressy,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Carpenter, 
Mrs.  M.  Mellen,  Mrs.  Robert  Beers, 
Mrs.  Ralph  Page,  Mrs.  H.  Opdyke, 
Mrs.  George  Smith  and  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Elliott.  Mrs.  W.  L.  Maynard,  assist- 
ed by  Mrs.  Thomas  Booth,  president, 
was  in  charge  of  the,  nmeting..* 
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The  International  Sunshine 

Blind  Babies'  Homes  and 

Kindergartens 


They  have  the  Highest  Rating 
possible 

After  Dr.  R.  R.  Reeder,  one  of  the  Ad- 
visory Committee  appointed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Charities  of  New  York 
City  to  inspect  all  child-caring  institutions 


had  visited  the  International  Sunshine 
Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  he  sent 
Mrs.  John  Alden,  the  President-General 
and  founder  of  the  Institutions,  the  fol- 
lowing communication: 

Dear  Mrs.  Alden: 

I  believe  I  have  never  seen  so  much  in  so  short 
a  time  in  an  institution  visit  as  I  saw  in  the  Arthur 
Home  yesterday.  There  are  three  things  to  ob- 
serve in  visiting  an  institution — plant,  product  and 
spirit.  My  hour  and  a  half  was  literally  packed 
full  of  observation  in  all  three  of  these  fields. 

I  have  never  seen  greater  ingenuity  manifested 
in  adapting  means  to  ends,  a  larger  use  and  less 
waste  of  material  at  hand  or  more  practical  de- 
monstration of  scientific  methods  in  child  training. 
You  are  trying  to  solve  one  of  the  most  difficult 
problems  in  pedagogy  that  anyone  can  undertake 
— namely:  to  make  strong,  supple,  well-controlled 
and  symmetrical  bodies  out  of  weak,  wasted,  ill- 
shaped  flesh  and  bones;  to  put  life  and  soul  where 
gloom  and  atrophy  have  reigned ;  to  replace  mental 
vacuity  with  alertness  and  interest;  and  you  are 
really  doing  it. 

■I  am  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the 
Dyker  Heights  Home  received  a  first  class  rating 
yesterday,  A  on  plant,  A  on  administration  and  A 
on  ideals.  Most  sincerely,     R.  R.  Reeder. 


Brooklyn  Home  in  Class  A 

The  next  day  William  J.  Doherty,  then 
Deputy    Commissioner,    Department    of 
Public   Charities,    New  York   City,   sent 
the  following* official  commendation: 
Dear  Mrs.  Alden: 

By  direction  of  Commissioner  Kingsbury  I  am 
forwarding  to  you  under  separate  cover,  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  inspection  recently  made  by  the 
Bureau  of  Institutional  Inspection  of  this  Depart- 
ment, of  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
located  at  1255  84th  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

I  have  taken  much  pleasure  in  reading  the  report 
and  desire  at  this  time  to  compliment  the  officers 
and  directors  of  this  institution  on  the  fact  that 
they  have  received  from  this  department  the  high- 
est rating  possible.  A  on  plant,  A  on  administra- 
tion and  A  on  ideals.  William  J.  Doherty. 

There  are  thirty  Blind  Children  in  the 
Brooklyn  Home  and  forty-five  in  the  Ar- 
thur Home  located  in  Summit,  N.  J.,  up 
among  the  pines,  making  seventy-five 
little  ones  in  all, 

Since  the.  establishment  of  the  first 
Sunshine  Home  which  is  now  called  the 
Dyker  Heights  Home  the  Society  has 
cared  for  over  three  hundred  Blind 
Babies  and  small  children. 


Arthur  Home  in  Class  A 

Department  of  Public  Charities 
of  the   City  of   New  York 
My  dear  Mrs.  Alden: 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  by  direc- 
tion of  Commissioner  Kingsbury,  I  am 
sending  you  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  inspection  recently 
made  by  the  Bureau  of  Institutional 
Inspection  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Charities,  of  the  Arthur  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society.     (April,  1917.) 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Bath  Beach 
Branch  of  your  Society,  the  Arthur  Home 
has  been  accorded  a  three  "A"  rating  by 
the  Advisory  Committee.  The  report 
certainly  shows  that  the  authorities  of 
your  institution  are  laboring  conscienti- 
ously to  do  a  piece  of  skilled  work  for  the 
blind  little  ones  coming  under  your  super- 
vision. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
(Signed)  William  J.   Doherty, 
Second  Deputy  Commissioner. 


(September,  191&- — These  ratings  still  stand.) 
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SUNSHINE  WORK  FOR  BLIND. 
;N0W  ON  STRONlTBflSlS 


ie  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing yesterday  afternoon  at  Dyker 
Branch,  or  the  Sunshine  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  at  125  5  Eighty-fourth 
street.  Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward, 
president,  was  chairman.  The  re- 
port of  Mrs.  Ixiuis  B.  Campbell, 
treasurer,  showed  tha.t  on  September 
30,  1915,  there  was  a  balance  on  de- 
posit of  $7,649.  In  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1916,  this  was  in- 
creased to  $13,749.  Investments  of 
$9,508  on  September  30,  1915,  were 
increased  In  the  year  following  to 
$23,708. 

A  concert  by  blind  children  fol- 
lowed. There  were  also  folk  dances 
by  the  kindergarten  children  and  an 
exhibition  of  work.  y 
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BLiHD  BABIES  HOME 

N(fe  FREE  OF  DEBT 

Cash  on  Hand,  $13,749.81,  and 

the  Investments  Total 

$23,708.75. 


"The  blind  babies  of  poor  parents 
and  those  in  moderate  circumstances 
are  receiving  in  the  Sunshine  Hume 
for  Blind  Babies  better  care,  attention 
and  education  today  than  their  af- 
flicted brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
homes  of  the  rich.  There  they  are 
pampered  and  handicapped  by  lack 
of  scientific  treatment."  said  Mrs. 
•\vnthia  Westover  Alden,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  International  Sunshine 
branch  for'  the  Blind,  yesterday  afler- 
noon  at,  the  twelfth  annual  meeting 
of  I  he  branch  held  at  the  Sunshine 
Nome  for  Binut  Babies,  Eighty- 
fourth  street,  near  Thirteenth  avenue. 
The  meeting  was  devoted  to  a  read- 
ins  of  the  officers'  reports  for  the 
past  year, 

The  annual  financial  report,  was 
submitted  by  .Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell, 
the  treasurer.  It  covered  the  lisral 
year  ending  September  30.  1916.  The. 
year  commenced  with  deposits  of 
$7,649.62  and  investments  of  $9.- 
508.75.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
books  showed  available  cash  on  de- 
posit    of    $13,749.81,    and    investments 


increased  to  $23,708.75.  By  reason  of 
the  receipt  of  legacies  amounting  to 
$21,584.25  during  the  year,  the  sur- 
plus account  has  been  increased  to 
$22,073.63. 

The  treasurer's  report  showed  in 
addition  that  the  one  dollar  per  diem 
allowance  made  by  the  City  of  New 
York  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  each  child  was  insufficient,  and 
eighteen  cents  for  each  child  cared 
for  had  to  be  obtained  from  other 
sources. 

The  annual  report  of  the  secretary 
was'  read  by  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Fur- 
man,  and  described  the  various 
phases  of  the  work   of  the  home. 

The  reports  showed  that  the  Dyker 
Heights  property  has  been  paid  for. 
and  there  are  no  debts.  The  City  of 
New  York,  in  the  last  budget,  allowed 
a  flat  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  institution  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

The  Brooklyn  institution  is  such  a 
model  of  efficiency  that  thirteen  States 
have  enacted  progressive  legislation 
for  the  care  of  the  blind  patterned 
along  the  same  lines. 

Following  the  business  meeting  yes- 
terday afternoon  the  blind  tots  pro- 
vided an  interesting  program  of  mu- 
sic, recitations,  songs  and  dances..  A 
large  chorus  attired  in  national  colors 
sang  "America"  and  other  patriotic 
songs. 
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Sunshine  Society's  21st 
Birthday  To  Be  Observed 
at  Annual  Meeting 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
wlll  celebrate  its  twenty-first  anniver- 
sary   at    the    nineteenth    annual    con- 
vention,  which    opens   tomorrow   with 
an    informal    reception    at    the    Hotel 
Dupont,  Wilmington,  Del.  Mrs.  George 
TV.    Dorsey    Jr.,    as    president    of    the 
Delaware  State  Division  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  is  the  host- 
ess for  this  convention.    The  welcom- 
ing of  International  officers,  delegates, 
alternates  and  members  at  large,   to- 
morrow evening,   will  be  followed   by 
an    exhibit    of    the    Sunshine    motion 
picture    reels,    showing    the    work    at 
the    Dyker    Heights    Sunshine    Home 
for  Blind  Baibies,  which  will  be  shown 
for  the  time  at  any  Sunshine  gather- 
ing;   another    of   the    children    at   the 
Arthur     Sunshine     Home      for     Blind 
Babies,     Summit,   N.  J.,  and    a    third 
giving  the  "play  day"  of  the  conven- 
tion  held  at  Altoona.   Pa.,   May,   1914. 
The  New  York  State  delegation  will 
leave  the  Pennsylvania  Station  tomor- 
row     afternoon.     In      the    party,    for 
•whom  a  special  car  will  be  reserved, 
are    Mrs.    Cynthia    Westover      Alden 
president  general;  Mrs.  Theodore     F. 
Seward,   president  International   Sun- 
shine  BrancJ^for  the  Blind;    Mrs.  A. 


O.  BuiR,   liuumrer  gcnUlWfl1  Mrs.  Ag- 
nes Schull-Gramm,  assistant  treasurer 
general;    Mrs.    Nellie    E.    C.    Furman, 
secretary  general;    Mrs.    Edith  A.   M. 
Casey,     assistant     secretary     general; 
Mrs.  William  H.  Force,   director,   In- 
ternational   Sunshine    Society;       Mrs. 
William      Heden,    president,    Cynthia 
Westover  Alden  Branch  of  Irvington, 
N.    J.;    Mrs.    E.    C.    Burgess   and    Mrs. 
Katherine    Birkeley,    delegates      from 
the     Southern     Division,     New     York 
State;  Mrs.  William  H.  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
Royal      W,      Gage,      delegates      from 
Brooklyn    Branch    No.    5;    Miss   Anna 
Reynolds,    Miss      Ethel    D.    Hamilton, 
Mrs.  O.  F.  Lewis  of  Brooklyn  Branch 
No.   5;   Mrs.  Robert  Young  and     Mrs. 
Helen      Lindsaj',    delegates   from      the 
Sunshine    Guild;    Mrs.    Frank    Cooley 
and    Mrs.    James    Meyham,    delegates 
from    Cameo    Branch    ^of      Brooklyn; 
Mrs.    William    Wear    of    the      Orange 
Bianch,  Middletown,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Fred 
J.   Maclsaac  and   Mrs.   Joseph   Penny, 
delegates    from    the    Richmond    Hill, 
L.  I.,  work;  Mrs.  Grace  McMillen,  su- 
perintendent,    Dyker    Heights       Sun- 
shine Home  for  BJhid  Babies;  Mrs.  C. 
Sackett  Chellborg  ami  ftHW^ieorge  H. 
K.    White    of    the    Sea    Cliff    (L.    I.) 
Branch;    Miss   Celeste    C.    Fitzpatrick, 
president,    Cynthia    Westover      Alden 
Brnach  of  Hempstead,  L.  I.;  Dr.  Wal- 
ter A.  A.  Gardner,   Sunshine  chaplain 
at    large;    Miss    Emma    Thursby    and 
Miss  Ina  Thursby  of  New  York  City; 
Mrs.    E.   A.   Tuttle,   Mrs.   J.   H.   Smith, 
Mrs.  August  Eckel  of  New  York  City 
Branch  No.    1;   Dr.   Edgar  C.   Abbott; 
Mrs.  Ellen  Sheppard  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
Mrs.   Catherine  Simpson  of  the     Mil- 
burn    (N.    J.)    Branch;    Mrs.      D.      L. 
Cheever  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  business  session  of  the  conven- 
tion opens  Thursday  morning  in  the 
New  Century  Club  House,  Wilming- 
ton. The  Chamber  of  Commerce  will 
give  a  luncheon  to  the  officers  and 
delegates  at  1  o'clock.  In  the  eve- 
ning there  will  be  a  reception  at  the 
Hotel  Dupont  and  an  anniversary  din- 
ner. Friday  evening  a  musicale  and 
dance  will  be  held  at  the  club  house. 
Saturday  the  business  of  the  conven- 
tion will  be  concluded  at  12:30.  Au- 
tomobiles will  be  in  waiting  to  take 
the  visitors  on  a  drive  to  places  of 
historic  interest  in  and  about  Wil- 
mington. On  the  return  a  lawn  party 
will  be  enjoyed  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Deemer.  The  New  York  dele- 
gation will  return  to  the  city  on  Sat- 
urday night. 
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MILITARY  TACTICS  IN 
JRAINIHCJJUPS 


luring  the  r*cent  International 
Sunshine  Cony/nflon  in  this  city,  a 
reports  of  the  Dyker  Heights  Sun- 
shir  W  Blind  Babies  warf 
giv<  rs.  Grace  McMillan  jami^so 
interlstihg  was  the  report  that  by 
requelt  it  is  herewith  published  in 
part: 


"We  have  two  cottages  at  the  home. 
One  for  babies  and  the  ottyer  for  the 
little  folks  who  can  dress  themselves, 
make  their  own  beds  and  take  some 
minor  responsibilities.  All  rise  at  six 
o'clock  and  breakfast  at  seven.  A  re- 
cent addition  to  our  saff  is  an  army 
nurse,  so  now  we  have  military  tac- 
tics in  the  household.  The  babies 
march  to  the  top  of  the  stairs;  there 
a  voice  cries  "Halt"  and  a  single  for- 
mation descends  the  stairs  unless,  per- 
chance the  breakfast  bell  rings,  then 
tactics  are  forgotten  and  there  is  a 
.ioyous  rush  to  the  dining  room.  One 
clay  a  real  soldier  came  to  see  us. 
He  was  investigated  from  head  to 
heels  and  greatly  astonished  the  boys 
by  wearing  his  trousers  twisted  inside 
his  puttees." 

One  little  lad  of  five  years  asked: 
'Aro  you  brave?  Do  you  cry  when  you 
get  shot?'  'Oh,  no,'  answered  the 
soldier,  'I'm  tickled  to  death.'  All 
breakfast  together  except  the  very 
small  babies.  Frequently  the  birth- 
days are  remembered.  Last  Monday 
was  Abe's  birthday.  Abe  lias  original 
ideas.  He  wants  a  chocolate  cake 
with  'Abraham'  and  'Abraham  Lin- 
coln' written  on  top  and  it  had  to  be 
decorated  with  two  nuts  and  a  dove; 
he  scorned  the  ordinary  birthday  can- 
dles preferring  six  sandles  to  corres- 
pond with  a  plumber's  light  which  a 
plumber  had  previously  given  him. 
After  breakfast  kindergarten  is  held 
and  here  the  little  ones  learn  to  de- 
velop the  delicacy  of  touch,  begin- 
ning with  the  larger  articles  and 
leading  finally  to  the  Braille  which 
requires  very  definite  touch  discrimin- 
ation. 

"Even  the  babies  are  being  trained 
to  be  independent,  games  and  frolic 
always  having  behind  them  the  mo- 
tive power  of  education.  At  all  meals 
grace  is  said  by  the  children.  At  the 
babies'  table  the  older  ones  lisp  the 
grace  and  the  others  say  'amen.' 
'Amen'  is  in  fact  one  of  the  first 
words  articulated  by  the  babies  and 
when  you  hear  a  chorus  of  'Amens' 
in  forcible  tones  it  simply  means  that 
they  want   their  dinner. 

"The  afternoons  with  the  children 
are  spent  either  on  the  playground  or 
in  the  sun  parlor  where  music  and 
games  are  enjoyed.  Ten  of  the  chil- 
dren go  to  school  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  bring  them  home  each  day.  Once 
we  passed  a  deacl  snake  and  one  of 
the  youngsters  described  it  as  'a  tail 
with  nothing  on  it.'  At  other  times 
there  are  enjoyable  rambles  through 
the  fields  and  woods,  the  children 
learning  the  notes  of  the  birds  and 
the  names  of  various  wild  flowers. 
Frequently  Ave  go  to  the  stores  jpd 
to  the  savings  bank  where  19  of  'he 
children  have  accounts.  All  tots  over 
three  years  attend  the  regular  dancing 
and  physical  culture  classes.  There 
are  also  music  classes  and  four  of  the 
older  girls  have  composed  very 
creditably,  while  little  ones  four  and 
five  years  old  sing  and  accompany 
one  another  on  the  piano.  Many  en- 
tertainments are  given  at  the  home  " 
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A'lecTure  was  given  yesterday  morn- 
ing, at  yie  Pouch  Gallery,  in  the  Rose 
Parlor,  by  Dr.  Edgar  C.  Abbott,  Ph.D., 
of  Boston,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  for  Blind  Babies.  It 
was  Dr.  Abbott's  third  lecture  this  sea- 
son, on  Shakespeare,  the  play  un- 
der discussion  yesterday  being  "King 
Henry  VIII."  It  was  the  lecturer's 
opinion  that  Shakespeare's  historical 
plays  were  the  finest  and  truest  in  the 
English  language,  because  of  the  pres- 
ence therein  of  the  poetic  element. 
Dr.  Abbott  said  that  the  play  "Henry 
"VIII"  was  the  greatest  in  moral  gran 
deur. 

A  few  of  those  present  were  Miss 
Virginia  Doing  Mrs.  Ezekiel  H.  Miller, 
Mrs.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis,  Mrs.  A.  S. 
Kirkman,  Mrs.  -  John  Kirkman,  Mrs. 
"William  B.  Davenport,  Mrs.  Julia 
Sammond,  Mrs.  John  Hagedorn,  Miss 
I.  See,  Mrs.  Frank  Johnson,  Miss 
Sarah  L.  Pearce  and  Mrs.  Berkele 
Davis. 
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-ftf  TO  PERFORM. 
-Tghts  Home  for  Blind 
Children,  at  Eighty-fourth  (reet  and 
Thirteenth  avenue,  is  to  g  ve  an  in- 
teresting entertainment  at  the  Home 
tomorrcw  evening,  to  w"'  ten  children 
and  grown-ups  are  invited.  A  party 
will  start  from  Cathedral  Arms,  5SJB 
Ocean  avenue,  at  2  o'clock  Saturday. 
The  little  ones,  all  blind  from  birth 
are  to  be  the  entertainers. 


LIND  GIRL  SAVES 


16  SIGHTEESS  CHUMS 
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IN  FIRE  AT  HOME 
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Nine-Year-Old        Rosa       Cohen 

Arouses  Children  in  Bay 

Ridge  Institution. 


NO       SIGN       OF       DISORDER 


Little  Rosa  Cohen  sat  up  in  her  bed 
at  the  Blind  Babies  Home,  1256  Eigh- 
ty-third street,  just  after  last  mid- 
night and  sniffed'  inquiringly.  Yes, 
there  was  no  doubt  of  it,  smoke  was 
coming  from  somewhere.  Kosa  is  only 
(J  years  of  age  and   she  is  blind. 

Yet  .Rosa  was  not  afraid.  She  re- 
membered how  many  times  and  how 
carefully  Mrs.  Mullan,  the  matron  in 
charge  of  Dunn  cottage  of  the  Blind 
Babies  Sunshine  Home,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Millan, the  superintendent,  and  all 
the  others' in  authority  had  told  them 
just  what  they  were  ot  do  in  case  the 
terror  came. 

oS  many  times  she  had  gone 
through  fre  drill  that  she  had  every 
il  firmly  fixed  in  her  memory — 
the.  deer>  ringing  of  the  big  gong,  the 
marshaling  of  those  who  could  not 
sec,  the  orderly  assembling  of  the  hats 
'jid  coats  and  then  the  marching 
(town   the  stairs. 

Rosa  thought  of  sixteen  blind  chil- 
dren asleep  in  Dunn  Cottage.  She 
herself  just  happened  ,to  be  a  light 
sleeper  and  that's  how  she  got  the 
first  whiffs  of  smoke. 

"I  mustn't  be  afraid,"  said  Rosa  to 
herself.  In  a  moment  her  small  feet 
were  paddling  out  into  the  hall.  She 
had  gone  that  way  many  times  and 
knew  the  "feel"  of  things.  In  the 
hall  she  met  the  night  nurse,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Miller,  who  had  also  smelled 
smoke  and  was  on  her  way  down- 
stairs to  investigate. 

The    night    nurse's    voice    was    very 
steady   and   thehe   was   something   re- 
assuring in   it.      Rose  was  not  afraid,  ' 
but   if  she   had   been   the   night   nurse  ' 
would  have  set  her  right  at  once.    She  ; 
j  just    told    the    little    girl    to    put    her 
clothes    on    and     Rosa    did.       In    the 
meantime   the   night   nurse   turned   in 
m  alarm. 

The  big  gong  boomed  through  the 
building  and  all  the  children  sat  up. 
As  quicjc  as  one  can  say  "Jack  Robin- 
son" they  knew  what  was  in  th  ewind, 
but  they  acted  just  as  though  a  fire 
in  the  building  was  a  daily  event  nad 
no  one  hurried    or  started   to   run. 


Twelve- Year-Old    to    the    Rescue. 

It  was  all  going  along  fine  except 
for  Flossie.  Flossie  is  a  little  girl 
who  was  not  quite  as  ready  to  respond 
as  the  rest  and  sghe  lay  on  her  bed. 
The  terror  was  getting  nearer  and 
Flossine  lay  on  the  bed  unaware  how 
near  it  really  Was  when  blind  Jose- 
phine Blicker  groped  her  way  to  her.  , 
Josephine  is  12, 

"Don't  be  scared,  Flossie,"  said  blind 
Josephine.  And  then  she  just  leaned 
down  and  wrapped  her  wiry  arms 
about  the  child.  Next  moment  she 
carried  her  out  tenderly  and  bravely, 
just  like  a  little  mother. 

The  sixteen  blind  babies  were  led 
out  safely,  or  carried  out  if  they  were 
too  little,  and  the  terror  was  cheated. 
Five  minutes  after  they  were  out  the 
flames  raced  through  the  building  and 
burned  out  the  interior  as  cleanly  as  an 
apple  is  cored. 

The  firemen  were  on  the  job  in  a 
jiffy. 

They  thought  the  children  were 
still  inside  and  their  hearts  were  sore 
distressed  for  the  blind  babies  and 
the  fremen  of  the  district  are  pals. 
Great  was  their  pleasure  to  hear  that 
their  little  friends  had  been  saved. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  head 
of  the  Sunshine  Home,  left  her  own 
home  on  Joralemon  street  as  soon  as  - 
sh  eheard  of  the  fire  and  went  at  once 
to  Bath  Beach,  where  she  arrived  in 
the  neighborhood  of  1:30.  She 
assured  herself  tht  everybody  was  all 
right. 

The  main  building  on  Eighty-fourth 
street  was  untouched  by  the  flames.  . 

Today  Rosa  Cohen  and  Josephine 
are  being  made  much  of  by  all  the 
neieghborhood.  It  is  great  to  be  a 
heroine,  but  sometimes  very  embar- 
rassing. 
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BUNyilUAVED 
16  OTHERS  LIKE  HER 

Marshaled  Them  Out  of  a 
Burning  Home 

Its  Officials  Not  Awakened  Until 
Children  Were  Passing  Out 


NEW  YORK,  April  20— Rosa.  Cohen,  9 
years  old  and  blind,  saved  the  lives  of 
16  other  blind  children  at  the  Blind 
Babies'  Sunshine  Home,  in  the  Bath 
Beach  Section  of  Brooklyn,  early  today. 

Awakened  by  smoke  from  a  fire  which 
started  in  the  kitchen  of  the  home,  the 
girl  groped  her  way  through  the  girls' 
and  boys'  rooms  on  the  second  floor, 
aroused  every  sleeping  child  and  quietly 
marshaled  them  into  the  corridor,  later 
leading  them  into  the  courtyard  in  the 
rear   of  the  house. 

Officials  of  the  home  were  not  awak- 
ened until  the  children  were  passing  out 
of  the  blazing  building.  Two  floors  of 
the  home  were  burned  out. 
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BUND  GIRL  SAVES  16 
FROM  DEATH  IN  FIRE 

Arouses    Inmates    of    Sunshine 
lome  for  Blind  Babies. 


Rosa  Cohen,  9  years  old,  proved  her- 
self a  heroine  early  to-day  when  fire 
broke  out  in  the  Slinsft,'j?,fi1_fi!'iOTlfn  /if"', 
B^nd  Babies,  1256  Eighty- third  street, 
Brooklyn. 

Although  blind  '  she  saved  the  live.s 
of  sixteen  persons,  who  were  asleep 
on  the  first  floor.  Rosa,  awakened 
by  the  smoke,  aroused  the  other  in- 
mates and,  trained  by  fire  drills,  the 
children,  carrying-  their  clothing  under 
their  arms,  were  marched  to  safety 
in  two  minutes. 

The   fire  started  in  a  water  heater 
in    the    kitchen    and    spread    quickly, 
through   the  basement.     It  was 
fined  to  that  section  of  the  buildi 
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SAFELY  FROM  FIRE 


March  Through  Street  in  Their 

Bare  Feet  to  Another 

Dormitory. 


FRIEND  CARRIES  SICK  GIRL 

Annual   Exhibition  of  Work   Is 
Called  Off. 


The  entertainment  that  was  to  have 
i  given  to-d&y  by  the  blind  chil- 
dren of  the  Sunshine  Home  at  1266 
Eighty-third  street.  Dyker  Heights, 
was  called  off  in  consequence  of  the 
fire  in  the  institution  early  to-day. 
The  entertainment  was  to  have  been 
in  connection  with  the  annual  m 
ing  of  the  ition,  and    Included 

in  its  programme  tin  exhibit  of  - 
in  which  every  child  had  $  part. 


Fourteen  blind  children,  ranging 
from  5  to  12  years  of  age.  escaped 
to  ihe  street  in  their  "nighties"  when 
the  fire  was  discovered  shortly  after 
midnight.  The  children  had  been 
asleep  in  the  dormitories  on  Eighty 
third  street.  Sixteen  other  children 
who  were  asleep  in  the  dormitories 
ar  the  rear  of  the  building  on  Eighty- 
fourth  .street  were  not  even  awak- 
ened. The  damage  is  estimated  at 
more  than  $1,000.  The  Are  is  thought 
to  have  started  in  the  cellar  of  the 
Eighty-third  street  dormitories  by 
an  explosion  of  gas  accidentally  gen- 
erated in  an  automatic  gas  heater. 
•  Tiny  Rosa  Cohen,  nine  years  old, 
felt  "a  choking  feeling."  as  she  de- 
scribed it,  and  awakened.  She  ran 
barefoot  through  the  halls  to  ihe 
room  of  the  "house-mother."  Mrs. 
Margaret  Muller.  Mrs.  Muller  found 
the  dormitories  full  of  smoke.  She 
summoned  Miss  Helen  Lievesky,  the 
night  nurse,  who  sounde'd  the  fire 
gong.  The  sleeping  children  were 
awakened  hurriedly  and  formed  into 
line  inside  the  smoke  filled  room. 
then  led  out  in  an  orderly  manner. 

They  were  man  bed  through  the 
streets  in  bare  feet  and  night  clothes 
and  around  the  corner  Into  the 
Eighty-fourth  street  building,  where 
they  were  put  to  bed  with  the 
'teen  others. 

Josephine  Bicker,  one  of  the  chil- 
dren, carried  out  a  small  girl  named 
"Flossie."   who  had   been   ill 
too    weak    to   walk. 

plann  jr  annual 

to-day  were  destroyed  in  tl 
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BLIND  HEROINE 
SMB. IB  TOTS 

Le&fetompanions  Out  as  Sun- 
shine Home  Burns. 

Rosa  Cohen,  9  years  old,  proved  her- 
self a  blind  heroine  early  today  wher 
a.  fire  broke  out  in  the  Sunshine  Horn* 
for  Blind  Babies,  1256  Eighty-third 
street.  She  saved  the  lives  of  sixteen 
sister  unfortunates,  who  were  asleep  en 
the  first  floor. 


Rosa,  awakened  by  the  smoke, 
aroused  the  other  inmates,  and  trained 
by  fire  drills,  the  children,  carrying 
their  clothing  under  their  arms,  were 
marched  to  safety  in  two  minutes. 

The  fire  started  in  a  water  heater  in 
the  kitchen  and  spread  quickly  through 
the  basement.  It  was  confined  to  this 
section   of  the   building. 

Rosa  was  sleeping  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  home  when  she  was 
awakened  by  the  smell  of  smoke.  Get- 
ting up  at  once,  she  gave  the  fire  alarm 
and  then  putting  on  her  bedroom  slip- 
pers she  ran  from  cot  to  cot  in  her 
dormitory  awakening  the  eight  other 
blind  girls  sleeping  there. 

Having  finished  this  task,  she  ran 
across  the  hall  to  the  boys'  dormitory 
and  roused  seven  blind  boys  there. 
Then,  as  fire  monitor — for  that  is  her 
official  position-  in  the  home — she 
marched  the  fifteen  blind  children  to 
,  the  hall. 

Here  the  child  halted  her  column, 
and  leaving  them  standing  at  attention 
she  went  to  the  third  floor  and  awoke 
Margaret  Mullin,  the  night  superin- 
tendent, who  sounded  the  fire  gong, 
awaking  Miss  Grace  McMillan,  night 
superintendent,  nurses  and  other  home 
attendants  sleeping  on  that  floor. 

Rosa  again  took  her  place  at  the  head 
of  the  column  of  her  fellow  unfortu- 
nates, and  with  Mrs.  McMillan  bring- 
ing up  the  rear  the  child  led  the  blind 
children  down  the  6tairs  to  the  first 
floor,  through  a  winding  hallway  to  a 
rear  veranda,  down  the  veranda  steps 
end  across  the  lawn  to  the  abutting 
house,  at  1255  Eighty-fourth  street, 
also  owned  by  the  home  and  where 
I  fourteen  other  blind  children  were 
asleep. 

Here  the  matron,  Mrs.  Liedsley,  was 
awakened,  and  with  her  wards  fell  in 
behind  Rosa's  column,  and  all  were 
led  by  the  blind  child  to  the  street. 
The  children  were  clad  only  in  their 
nightgowns  and  slippers,  but  carried 
with  them  what  clothing  they  were 
able  to  grope  for  in  their  hurried  es- 
cape from  the  Home. 

Meantime  Policeman  Pittschau,  of 
the  Bath  Beach  Station,  seeing  the 
flames,  sent  in  a  fire  alarm,  and  Bat- 
talion Chief  Langdon,  with  several  en- 
gine companies,  responded.  The  fire- 
men were  able  to  confine  the  flames 
to  the  first  floor  of  the  Eighty-third 
street  home,  but  the  interior  of  this 
was  entirely  destroyed,  including  the 
kitchen,  dining  room  and  kinder- 
garten. 

When  the  fire  had  been  put  under 
control,  Chief  Langdon  told  the  ma- 
trons that  there  was  no  danger  of  the 
Eighty-fourth  street  home  catching 
fire,  so  Rosa  marched  the  thirty  chil- 


dren back  into  that  building,  where 
they  were  again  put  to  bed.  The  chil- 
dren range  in  age  from  5  to  12  years. 

The  matrons,  Chief  Larigdon  and  the 
police  all  gave  credit  to  little  Rosa  for 
rescuing  the  children,  and  they  declare 
that  the  blind  child's  exceptiona  cool- 
ness and  nerve  prevented  any  trace, 
even,  of  a  panic  or  fright. 

The  fire  is  believed  to  have  started 
in  the  gas  water  heater  in  the  kitchen 
lit  did  about  $1,500  damage. 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  20,  1918 

BLIND  g1rL~SAVES  SIXTEEN 


She  Arouses  Sleeping  Children,  Marshals 
Them  in  a  Corridor  and  Leads  Them  to 
Safety 


New  York,  April  20 — Rosa  Cohen,  nine 
years  old  and  blind,  saved  the  lives  of  six- 
teen other  blind  children  at  the  Blind 
Babies'  Sunshine  Home  in  the  Bath  Beach 
section  of  Br&oklyn  early  today. 

Awakened  by  smoke  from  a  fire  which 
started  in  the  kitchen  of  the  home,  the' 
girl  groped  her  way  through  the  girls'  and 
boys'  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  aroused 
each  sleeping  child  and  quietly  marshalled 
them  into  the  corridor,  later  leading  them 
into  the  courtyard  in  the  rear  of  the  house. 
Officials  of  the  home  were  not  awakened 
until  the  children  were  passing  out  of  the 
blazing  building.  Two  floors  of  the  home 
were  burned  out. 
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!MD  LED  BLIND 

FLAMES 


Nine- Year-Old  Rosa  Cohen, 
Sightless,  Saves  15  Other 
Little  Blind  Girls  by  Coolness. 

Nine-year-old  Rosa  Cohen  is  blind, 
and  so  cbuldn't  see  the  flames  and 
smoke.  But  the  smell  awakened  her 
at  1  o'clock  this  morning,  and  she 
got  out  of  her  bed  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Blind  Babies'  Sunshine  Home, 
1256  Eighty-third  street,  Dyker 
Heights,  Brooklyn,  aiid  began  to 
:  dress. 

Rosa  didn't  know  how  bad  the  fire 
might  be  nor  whether  delay  would 
cut  off  her  escape.  But  her  own 
safety  wa.sn't  paramount  with  her. 
She  thought  of  the  fifteen  other  little 


blind  girls,  from  five  to  twelve  years 
old,  in  rooms  on  that  floor,  and  set 
on)  lo  save  tticin. 

From  col  to  cot  went  ttosa,  rous- 
ing: the  little  sleepers  and  giving-  in- 
structions in  a  Arm  voice.  Obedient 
to  her  commands,  the  little  girls  got 
out  of  bed,  took  their  clothes  under 
i  their  arms,  and  waited  for  further 
(  commands. 

When  all  had  been  roused,  Rosa 
j  marshalled  them  in  fire  drill  array  in 
the  corridor.  The  smoke  was  heav- 
ier ,and  the  sound  of  crackling  flames 
reached  their  cars. 

"Steady!''  said   Rosa.     "Now  come." 

Down  the  smoke-filled  ptairtvay 
went.  the  sixteen  and  out  into  the 
courtyard  in  the  rear. 

It  was  there,  Mrs.  Margaret  Mullen, 
matron,  running  from  her  quarters 
in  the  boys'  building  of  the  institu- 
tion near  by,  found  them  calm  under 
Rosa's  leadership,  just  waiting  to  be 
told  what  to  do   next. 

Nurses  stationed  in  the  girls'  build- 
ing occupied  the  third  floor  and  were 
too  late  in  rousing  to  descend  tbe 
way  the  children  followed.  Thiy 
clambered  down  the  fire  escape.  The 
fire  started  in  the  kitchen,  and  the 
first  and  second  floors  were  gutted. 

TO  REBWLO  BABIES  HOME 


The  rebuilding  of  that  portion  of 
the  Blind  -Babies  Home  at  1276 
Eighty-third  street,  which  was  de- 
stroyed bf  lire  early  yesterday  mdrn- 
ing,  was  the  main  topic  discussed  yes- 
terda  at  the  thirteenth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  International  Sunshine 
Blind  Babies  Horhe  and  Kindergarten 
Societ,  held  in  the  main  building, 
1255  Eighty-fourth  street.  It  was  de- 
cided to  start  work  immediately. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Alden,  founder  of  the 
organization,  congratulated  the  staff 
>n  its  work  in  getting  the  sixteen 
blind  babies  to  safety. 

Mrs.  Frederick  Maclsaac  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Beatty  was  chosen 
treasurer. 
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SILVER  WATCH  AND  $100  BOND 
GJFTS  TO  LITTLE  BLIND  HEROINE 

RQSa  Cohen,  Nine  Years  Old,  Who 

Saved  Children  in  Fire,  Gets  One 

Reward  Through  Herald. 


lorning   of  April   20   there 
liine  Home.     A 


Little  nine-year-old  Rosa  Cohen,  totally 
blind,  at  the  Blind  Babies'  Sunshine  Home, 
Thirteenth  avenue  and  Eighty-fourth 
'street,  Brooklyn,  is  the  discoverer,  and 
to-day  she  is  more  wealthy  by  a  silver 
watch  and  a  one  hundred  dollar  Liberty 
Bond  than  she  was  before  her  heroic  ex- 
ploit attracted  the  attention  of  the  out- 
side world. 

Early  on  the  morninj 
was  a.  fire  in  t  he 
twenty-seven  inmates,  most  of  them  tod- 
dlers of  three,  four  and  five  years  of  age. 
were  fast  asleep  in  the  dormitory.  Rosa 
was  awakened  by  the  smoke,  groped 
way  to  the  fire  alarm,  organized  the 
youngsters  as  they  tumbled  from  their 
cots  and  marched  them  («■>  safely.  Her 
motive  was  love  for  her  fellow  unfortu- 
nates. The  big  world  outside,  of  which 
Rosa   knows   but   little,   called   it   heroism. 

And  so,  the  next  day  a  mysterious  par- 
cel came  to  the  home  addressed  to  Miss 
Rosa  Cohen.  It  was  from  Mr,  Walter 
Michaels,  of  Newark.  X.  J.,  and  held  a 
silver  watch  with  raised  numerals,  just 
what  a  little  blind  girl  needs  to  tell  the 
time  by.  Rosa's  cup  of  joy  Mas  filled. 
Vesterday  it  overflowed. 


Rainbow's  end  is  not  a  phantom  .coal. 

Unseeing  eyes  have  found  it.  and  there 
is  a  pot  of  gold,  just  as  traditions  of 
song-  and  story   have   il . 
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l'or  yestei  Rosa   returned  from 

I  lie    public    school     she    attend 
ushered     into    the     presence    of    a     repre- 
sentative   of    the    llF.is.w.n,    who    dr 
10  her  a   one  hum  ''  Liberty  Bond, 

Hie    gift    of    Mr.    Sigmuild    Save,    of    No.    18 
ort.1  -tirsi  VVith    the    bond 

letter   from  Mr.  Saxe,   read 
follows:  - 
"(in  my  way  up  from  the  South  this  last 
[    read    in    the    HEKALn    an    aeeount 
of   the    little   blind    girl    named    Rosa 

the     lives     of     mam      persons     by 


sounding  the  lire  alarm  after  beirft  awak> 
onod  by  the  smell  of  smoke.  The  fact 
that  this  blind  child  of  nine  years  showed 
such  wonderful  heroism  lias  appealed  to 
me.  and  she  deserves  some  recognition 
i  child  might  long  for. 
"Such  acts  in  the  war  would  meril  th« 
D.  S.  O.  and  would  be  applauded,  and 
little   Rosa    Cohen   has    performed   just    a.* 

upon 

lie    has 
no  doubt  heai  d  of  i  he  war,  Thrift  ESI 
War    Savin;    Stamps    an. I     I  Bonds, 

bui    she    n  in    never   be   able   to    see 

ivvover,   feel   them,   and   to  show 

i  his   litl  lc   girl's   brave  ry   1 

enclose  you  a   one  hundred  dollar  Liberty 

of     the     third     issue,     No..    1.308.572. 

which  1  ask  the  Hbrald  to  present  to  this 

l  ha f    she  may  know  she  is  the 

of  one  and   feel   what   il    is. 

"By  Ibis  bond  she  will  always  know  that 

-    her    aef    at   nerolsrn   she    did    her 

little    'bit,1   which   prompted    me   to   buy   an 

additional   one   hundred  dollar  bond.     It  is 

lo  give  it  to  her." 

lose,  bul  she  was  so  jrralc- 
f n!    for  Mr.   Saxe'S  gift    that   it   was  a  long 
before  she  could  speak. 
'Thank   you,"   she  gasped,   "and   tell   Mr. 
il   write  him   a   letter  on  the   type- 
writer thanking  him.     1   have  some  money' 
in  the  bank  now.  and  I'll   put   this  with  it." 
The     rest     of     the     youngsters     were     a3 
as  iho  little  heroine.    John   Doe,  a 
sightless    waif    of    three    years,    waa 
so  pleai  ood  up  at  his  chair,  where 

he   had  been  nibbling  at  a   piece  of  fudge. 
The    Star    Spa.ngjted     Banner" 
i    missing   a    word    or   a    note.     11  is 
playmates  joined   in  the  chorus. 

Then  dow.ll    at    her    typewriter 

to    loll    Mr.    SaXC    bow    much    lie    had    done 
for  her. 
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MME.  PETROVA  REWARDS 
ROSA  COHEN'S  HEROISM 


StafS^^nds      iflOO      Cheek      to      Blind 

Child  Who  *nve«l  hives  of 

Companions. 

olg:i  Petrova  does  not  believe  in  letting 
virtue  go  unrewarded.  A  few  days  ago 
she  read  the  sjtorx  "f  Rosa  Cohen,  a  little 
■  .1  girl,  who  rescued  her  corn  pa  n  ions' 
from  a  burning  building  with  a  resnll 
the  nexl  mail  brought  Itosa  a  check 
for   SICK). 

Rosa     saved     the     lives    of     thirty     other 
blind    children    when    a    fire    broke    oul    on 
the    first    floor    of    the    g^ilBahies'    Sun- 
shine    Home    SI     1206    Kighty -third    street, 
Bath     Beach.      She    was    awakened    in     the 
night     by     the    smell    of    smoke,    and    after 
sounding    the    fire    alarm,    ran    from    cot    lo 
COl     and     aroused     all     the     other     children 
Madame     I'elrova     has     long     been     inter 
i    in    the    '-'"ill    eh'1'1--"    at    the    sun- 
having    heard    of     Rosa's 
o   learn   to  sing  and  play  the  yiano, 
has  obtained    permission   from   the  superln 
tendent   ol  the  home  to  li  rd   Stevens, 

the   composer,    who    has  to    some 

lie  Polish  artist'is  original  lyrics,  under- 


take   Rosa's    musical    education. 

When  I'eirovi  read  oi  her  lutle  protege's 
heroism,  she  sent  her  a  .field  check,  en- 
closed   with   the   following   letter: 

"Dear  l.illle  Itosa-  i  have  just  COMB 
hack  from  Ashevillc.  X.  ('..  to  find  what 
a  heroine  my  little  friend  has  been.  I'm 
enclosing  a  check  for  $100  and  1  want  you 
to  take  Mrs.  McMillan's  advice  as  to  how 
il     is    to    he   expended    in    your    behalf. 

"My    love    (o    you.    my    dear    child, 

"Olga     I'elrova." 

Mrs.  McMillan  wrote  to  Madame  Petrova 
thai  she  had  used  the  money  at  little 
Rosa's  own  suggestion  to  buy  a  ?100  Lih- 
lert.v    bond.    '  — 


Milk  Stations  and  Homes  for 

Rlmrl  RaWt  Dy^f«l  in 

Sferoays  Sessions. 


TOUR  OF  HARTFORD 
AFTERNOON  FEATURE 

Hartford    Branch   Tells    of 

Year  of  Successful 

Work. 


Teste  rday  morning's  session  of  the 
convention  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  he'd  in  the  Center 
Church  House,  was  given  over  to  the 
reports  of  state  presidents  and  dele- 
gates. Of  special  interest  was  the 
report  of  the  Hartford  branch  which 
has  ju.st  been  incorporated.  The 
Hartford  branch  has  secured  thirty- 
five  new  members  during  the  past 
year  and  reported  many  activities 
for  which  Sunshine  workers  are 
noted. 

In  addition  to  the  reports  of 
branch  organizations,  reports  on  spe- 
cial work  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows:— i 

State  Organization — Mrs.  David 
Saunders,  president  for  Connecticut. 

Sunshine  for  Cripples — Mrs.  Ho- 
mer Black,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Downes,  Mrs. 
E.   H.   White. 

Some  Established  Features — Mrs. 
C.   Ashmead,    Richmond    Hill,   L.    I. 

Fresh    Air    Report — Mrs.    Nellie    E. 
C.  Furman,  New  York. 

Department      of     the      Sick — Ifm* 
William  C.  Hamilton,.  New  York. 

Rest  Home.'  Department — Mrs. 
Thomas  Booth. 


Memorial  Service — The  Rev.  Wal- 
ter A.  A.  Gariner. 

In  speaking  for  the-  Fresh  Air  de- 
partment, Mrs.  Furman  emphasized 
the  importance  of  the  Sunshine  milk 
stations.     She  said,  in  part: — 

"The  greatest  need  in  the  big 
cities  this  coming  summer  will  be 
good  milk  for  under  nourished 
babes.  Co-operation  of  the  local 
board  of  health,  civic  club  or  busi- 
ness men,  and  $100  with  a  live  chair- 
man whose  heart  is  in  the  work  and 
who  will  give  her  time  freely,  are 
the  essentials  for  Sunshine  Milk  Sta-  I 
tions,  which  were  never  more  need- 
ed." 

Mrs.  Furman  gave  an  impressive 
picture  of  the  nation-wide  work  and 
influence  of  the  Sunshine  Society,  as 
she  detailed  what  had  been  done  for 
the  shut-ins  by  the  Fresh  Air.  De-  j 
partment,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  coasts. 

Afternoon  Session. 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  of 
Brooklyn,  founder  and  president- 
general  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  presided  at  the  afternoon 
session  of  the  convention.  The  meet- 
ing was  opened  with  rcspoftone 
readings  and  some  of  the  Sunshine 
songs.  There  was  a  large  attend- 
ance including  several  of  the  four- 
score years  old  members. 

The  first  speaker  was  Mrs.  Theo 
dore  F.  Seward,  who  spoke  on  the 
department  for  the  blind.  She  told 
of  the  homes  for  the  blind  babies 
which  are  being  conducted  by  the 
Sunshine  Society,  one  in  Brooklyn, 
•W.  T.,  and  the  other  at  Summit,  N. 
5%  There  are  thirty  blind  babies  in 
the  Brooklyn  home,  and  forty-five 
in  the  Summit  home.  Twenty-eight 
babies  have  been  entirely  cured  and 
6ent  home  as  only  children  who  are 
totally  blind  are  allowed  to  stay 
there.  She  says  that  the  blind  babies 
are  happy  and  contented  and  that 
what  they  lack  in  seeing  they  makf 
up  in  being.  They  are  brightr<a,ud  - 
cheerful  always  and  throughout  the 
home  is  the  spirit  of  helping  one  an- 
other, which   is  never  forgotten. 

Already  thirteen  states  are  provid- 
'tig  for  their  blind  babies.  At  the 
iunshine  homes  even  a  child  handi- 
apped  by  wrong  training  may  be 
aade  normal  and  happy  instead  of 
tunted  and  irritable.  "Out  of  a 
lass  of  1,200,"  cays  Mrs,  Seward, 
the  only  one  to  skip  a  grade  was 
ne  of  our  blind  children." 

Mrs.  Grace  McMellin,  superintend- 
nt  of  the  Summit  home,  spoke  on 
he  activities  of  the  home.  "The 
unshine  Society  was  \he  pioneer  of 
he  home  movement  to  educate  the 
■aby  blind.  There  a.re  now  six  homes 
hat  we  know  of  and  others  will, 
without  doubt,  be  added  to  the  list." 
'he  home  and  the  children  are  all 
ne  big  family,  she  said.  The  indi- 
iduality  of  each  child  is  developed 
o""WfcB  utmost.  There  i?  a  publie 
chool  kindergarten  in  the  home  and 
he  older  children  uttend  the  public 
chools.  They  always  lead  in  their 
tudies  and  are  a  source  of  inspira- 
ion   to  the  sighted  children. 

The  Delaware  state  president,  Mrs. 
J-eorge  W.  Dorsey,  told  of  her  trip 
o  Washington,  I>.  C-,  when  she  was 
llowed    to   speak    inr  the   House    for 


ve  minutes  and,  as  a  result,  her  bill 
or  conservation  of  eyesight  in  babies 
r&s  passed.  Five  other  delegates 
rom  Delaware  told  of  the  progress 
nd  great  success  of  the  Sunshine  So- 
iety  in  that  state. 

Miss  Eva  Richards  came  from  Mil- 
/aukee,  Wis.,  to  sive  the  report  of 
he  president  of  the  Racine  Branch, 
.  C.  Jolinson,  who  is  80  years  old, 
nd  was  unable  to  come.  Mrs.  H.  B. 
»ulsifer  of  the  Maine  Division  is  an- 
ther 80-years-old  president,  who 
fas  unable  to  be  present,  so  her  re- 
<ort  was  read  by  Mrs.  E.  White. 

Reports  from  various  chapters  in 
arious  states  were  given  and  Miss 
reraldine  Marwlck  of  this  city  sajig 
ome  charming  songs.  The  delegates 
ere  taken  for  an  automobile  ride 
bout  Hartford  at  4  o'clock  so  the 
neeting  was  .  adjourned.  Thomas 
?ooth  wa*  in  ehsj-ee  of  the  automo- 
■ile  trin. 


N 


eu.^04,   M.l\.,  Toftt 


o  u  nt     S  .  \<\  \  8. 

Onerettn,  By  B11»»'OMWt^ii. 

'fwlyy   children    of    the    B 
blUf^iome,  84th  Street  andToTn^^PWP1, 
nue,   Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,   main- 
tained by  the   International   Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  will  give  an  op- 
eretta entitled  "The  Birth  of  America" 
at  the    Dyker   Heights  Country   Club, 
S6th   Street  and   13th   Avenue.   Satur- 
day. June  15,  at*2  P.  M.    An  orchestra 
of  thirteen  pieces  will  consist  entirely 
of  blind   children.      There    was   a    fire 
at  the  Home  not  long  ago.  which  in-4 
jured   many   of    the:    iioys    and    instru-1 
ments   used    by    the   children. 


Jp>  o  o^Yv^,  K  .V^., Sunday  A -\\t\  ion 
June       lO.iqi't. 


South  Brooklyn 


mind  children  to  Give  Play, 
"" ^^pething  new  "n  operettas  will  be 
staked,  by  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  when  twenty 
sightliTss  children  will  appear  at  the 
Dyker  Heights  Country  Club,  Thir- 
teenth avenue  and  Eighty-sixth 
street,  next  Saturday  afternoon  An 
orchestra  of  thirteen  pieces  played 
by  blind  children  will  be  one  of  the 
features  of  the  programme.  All  the 
youngsters  taking  .  part  in  the 
operetta  are  from  three  to  nine  years 
old. 

Recently  fire  destroyed  many  of  the 
toys  and  instruments  dear  to  the 
children  and  the  proceeds  of  the  en- 
tertainment will  be  used  to  buy  new 
one:;.  The  words  of  the  operetta 
were  written  by  A.  M.  Bush  of  the 
Independent     Order     of     Brai     Birth 


Lodge,  No.  753,  of  Brooklyn,  a  Colum- 
bia graduate.  The  music  was  com- 
posed by  Miss  Eleanor  May  Bennett, 
a  blind  graduate  of  the  New  York  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind. 

The  use  of  the  club  rooms  has  been 
donated       for       the       entertainment. 
Pretty  costumes  have  been  furnished 
by   interested   friends   of   the   instituj 
tion  and  the  children  have  been  wjm, 
drilled.  JT     ! 

jJD^ooV\ll\n  ,\\|  ■Ul,,oV&wdavA-  union 

i\iue      i  o  ■  )<\  ig. 

BLIND  CHILDREN  GIVE 

-UNUSUAL  PROGRAMME 

IK      

X  musical  event  of  more  than  usual 
Jnteresf  was  presented  to  the  people 
of  Dyker  Heights  last  night  by  more 
than  thirty  blind  children  from,  the  i 
International  Sunshine  Branch,  who 
presented  a  musical  pageant,  "Tfiw 
Birth  of  America"  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Country  Club,  Thirteenth 
I  avenue   and    Eighty -sixth    street. 

The  society  introduced  Its  orchestra 
of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are 
blind.  The  concert  given  by  these 
young-  musicians  was  given  a  hearty 
ovation  by  an  audience  of  more  than 
500  persons.  The  music  was  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Elinor  M,  Ben- 
nett, a  graduate  of  the  N.  Y.  InstlJ 
tute  for  the  Blind.  t 
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OFFICERS  CHOSEN 


The  twelfth  meeting  of  the  Beatrice 
'Mansfield  Sunshine  society  was  held 
at  (he  home  of  Mrs.  Annie  Maynard 
in  Berkeley  avenue,  Tuesday  after- 
noon. Two  members  were  accepted. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President — Mrs.  Edith  Raub. 
ZTjifst  Vice  President — Mrs.  Annie 
Maynard. 

Second  Vice  President — Mrs.  Emma 
Allen 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — Mrs.  Gen- 
ivi'eve  S.  Osborn. 

The  president  appointed  the  follow- 
ing committees: 

Relief  and  Sick — Mrs.  Edna  Rehn- 
Almshouse  Work — Mrs.  Myra  Doug- 
lass. 

press — Mrs.  Nellie  D.  Orchard. 
Sewing — Mrs.  Annie  McLaug-fcUn. 
Mrs.    Raub,    president,    r#ad   a 
interesting   report   of  the   year's  wc  r|; 
of  the  society. 

The  lnembers  have  responded  earn- 
estly for  all  war  work  and  served  at 
the  Red  Cross  every  three  weeks. 
They  had  a  booth  for  the  Third  Liber- 
ty loan  drive  and  assisted  in  the  recent. 
Red  Cross  campaign  for  new  members. 
The  society  gave  $5  to  the  Council 
of  Defense  for  the  woman's  hospital 
unit  in  France  and  knitted  many  gar- 
ments for  the  enlisted  men,  also  donat- 
ed many  magazines  for  the  boys  in 
*he  service. 

Forty-five  garments  and  $2  were 
sent  to  the  international  headquarters 
for  blind  children.  Members  visited 
the  almshouse  several  times  giving 
fruit  and  flowers  to  the  inmates. 

The  annual  picnic  in  June  was  well 
attended  and  a  social  success. 

The  president  was  sent  as- a  delegate 
to  tfre  -state  convention  at  New  Brit- 
ain' and  made  a  fine  report  of  her 
visit.  ,  f' 

The  members  made  scrap  books 
which  were  sent  to  the  emergency  hos- 
pital and  two  small  girls  in  the  hospi- 
tal were  given  dolls.  At  Christmas 
boxes  of  candy  and  cards  were  sent  to 
sick  and  shut-ins,  also  to  inmates  of 
the  almshouse,  and  cards  to  patients 
in  Lawrence  hospital  and  a  set  -of 
warm  clothing  to  an  elderly  woman. 

A  whist,  cake  sale,  12  thimble  bfe's. 
prize  collections  each  m°nth  and  a 
rummage  sale  have  provided  money 
for  the  work  accomplished  .and  the 
treasurer  reported  a  balance  to  start 
the  new  year. 

The  members  were  given  baby  sacks 
to  make  and  return  for  the  next  meet- 
ing, which  will  be  held  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Nellie  D.  Orchard,  34  Waller 
court,  the  second  Tuesday  in  February. 
On  Wednesday,  Jan..  29,  Mrs,  Wil- 
liam Osborn  will  serve  a  banquet  for 
the  members  at  her  home  in  Granite 
street. 

The  president  thanked  her  officers 
and  committees  for  their  loyal  'sup- 
port., After  the  meeting  refreshments 
were 'served  by  the  hostess.  M— 


IELE6ATES  GATHER 

FOR  SESSION  HERE 


21st  Annual  Convention  of  In- 
ternational Body  to  Open  This 
Evening  With  Informal  Meet- 
ing at  Narragansett  Hotel  for 
Social  Hour. 


The  21st  annual  convention  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  which  is  to 
be  J^eid  in  this  city  by  invitation  of  th« 
Providence  Branch,  I.  S.  S.,  will  open 
this  evening  with  an  informal  gathering 
in  the  parlors  of  the  Narragansett  Hotel 
from  S  to  10.  During  the  social  hour 
delegates  and  guests  will  be  given  an 
Opportunity  to  receive  the  greeting  of  the 
President  General,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
i  . o  r  Alden,  and  the  officers  o£  the  hostess 
organization,  of  which  Mrs.  Prank  E. 
Waterman    is    President.  * 

Headquarters  of  the  visiting-  officers  will 
»b  at  the  Narragansett  and  the  formai 
sessions,  which  will  be  held  in  the  ball- 
room, will  be  open  to-morrow  with  pre- 
sentation of  credentials  from  9  to  9:45 
a.    m. 

The  programme  for  the  day  includes 
a  piano  recital.  Miss  Dorothy  Joslin: 
Trooessional  choir,  "Scatter  Sunshine:" 
invocation;  addresses  of  welcome  by  Mrs. 
Waterman  and  Mayor  Joseph  H.  Gainer; 
response,  by  Mrs.  Alden ;»  Sunshine  choir, 
"Beauty  Everywhere"  and  "Let  It  Pass;" 
readings  of  Sunshine  lessons,  Mrs.  E. 
Lyfiton  Jordan,  Second  Vice  President  of 
the  Providence  branch,  and  the  Secre- 
tary,   Mrs.    Alfred    H.    Higgins. 

Reports  from  the  Secretary  General, 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  the.  Auditor, 
John  William  Fahr,  certified  accountant. 
New  York  State,  and  the  Treasurer  Gen-  ; 
eral,  Mrs.  A..  C.  Buck,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees  will  conclude  the 
forenoon    business. 

Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey  of  New  York 
will  spea.k  on  "Pres«  and  Good  Cheer;" 
Miss  Virginia  Hazard  will  sing.  There 
will  he  a  roll  call  of  delegates  by  States 
with    t.hree-*minute    responses. 

Features  of  the  afternoon  session  will 
b»  music  by  processional  choir,  "Sun- 
shine of  a  Smile,"  readings,  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam A.  MHlspaugh,  and  the  State  Presi- 
dent. Mrs.  William  W.  Flint;  an  address. 
"Civil  Sunshine."  by  Mrs.  Robert  A. 
Henderson,  Treasurer  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania  St.it  e   Sunshine  Society. 

An  account  of  the  work  at  the  "Dyker 
Heights  Blind  Babies'  Home"  by  the 
superinu-mient.  Mrs.--  Grace  MacMillen, 
an  address  by-Mrs.  William  M.  Congdon, 
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UNSHNE  SOCIETY 


CONVENTION  HERE 


Mrs.  T.  F.  Seward  Elected  Presi- 
dent of  Department  of  Biiad. 
Six  Cities  Seek  Next  Year's 
Meeting.  —  Resolutions  of 
Thanks  Passed. 


Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward  was  elected 
President  of  the  Department  of  the  Blind 
at  the  closing  session  of  the  annual  con* 
vention  of  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety at  the  Narragansett  Hotel  this 
morning. 

Other  officers  of  the  department  were 
elected  as   follows: 

Vice  President — M  rs.  Cynthia  "Westover 
Alden;  Secretary— Mrs.  William  H.  Force; 
Treasurer— Mrs.  William  Hidden:  Director 
—Mrs.  Blent  on  Ohirles  Walsh:  Historian 
—Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey;  Auditor— J.  W. 
F.i.hi;  Assistant  Treasurer— Mrs.  Agnes 
Schull   Gramm. 

Invitations  for  the  annual  meeting  m 
1920  were  received  from  Kansas  City,  Ks. ; 
Washington,  D.  C;  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.; 
San  Francisco,  Chioago  and  Atlantic 
City,   N.  J, 

The  -President  of  the  hostess  branch, 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Waterman,  sang  a  "Sun- 
shine  Song,"  composed  by  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Rugg  Field,  and  set  to  music  by  M;ss 
Blanche  Natalie  Davis. 

Resolutions  were  passed,  expressing 
thanks  for  the  "royal  welcome"  extended 
h>  State  officials,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  ths  Rhode  Island  Sunshiners. 
Mention  was  made  of  the  efficient  serv- 
the  various  committees,  thanks  ex- 
tended to  them' and  to  those  in  charge 
of    the/    decorations. 

The  1011  Junior  Circle  invited  the  dele- 
gates to  exclude  their  stay  in  Rhode 
Island  with  an  auto  ride,  and  the  Worth 
While  Pircle  entertained  them  this  noon 
at  a  luncheon  in  the  Narragansett  ball- 
room. 

The  annual  dinner  to  the  delegates  was 
given  at.  Turks  Head  Club  last  evening 
by  the  State  Sunshine  Society,  preceded 
by   a   reception    from   7   to   7:30  o'clock. 

Rev.  Walter  A.  A.  Gardner  led  the  dox- 
ology  and  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Waterman, 
President  of  Hostess  Branch,  made  the 
address    of    welcome. 

Greetings  were  extended  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam W.  Flint.  State  President,  and  were 
responded  to  by  Toastmistress  President 
General  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden. 
John  Alden  of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  and 
Henry  R.  Palmer  of  the  Providence 
Journal,  responded  to  the  toast,  "The 
Press." 


Miss  Frances  Waterman  sang 
flrano  solo  and  Mrs.  Walter  Stoke:Irons 
spoke  of  "The  Three' arr;.-v,?rnis  was 
followed  by  music  by  the  Watem.an  Trio 
and  a  talk  on  "Sunshine  and  Shadow" 
by  Mrs.   Emma  Shaw  Colcleugh. 

The  final  numbers  on  the  programme 
were  "America"  by  all,  and  the  parting 
ceremony,    "Mizpah." 

At  the  afternoon  session  yesterdav, 
following  the  invocation  by  Rev.  F.  I. 
Collins  and  the  lessons  read  by  Mis* 
Edith  L.  Mason  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Hollo- 
way,  a  few  additional  reports  were  given. 
and  Mrs.  Alden  then  gave  Mrs.  Henry 
Fletcher  charge  of  the  "Children's 
Hour." 

Briefly  noting  the  patriotic  work  of  the 
last  four  years,  Mrs.  Fletcher  continued 
by  asserting  that  our  share  has  but 
begun.  It  is  for  us  to  train  the  chil- 
dren of  to-day  to  all  that  will  make  for 
true  patriotism.  Just  then  two  tiny  chil- 
dren appeared,  each  with  a  flag  in  hand. 
To  the  larger  flag  Mrs.  Fletcher  pointed, 
telling  that  in  1913,  when  all  was  peace, 
this  flag  was  carried  through  several 
countries  of  Europe  and  down  into 
Egypt  The  second  one — a  smaller  flag  — 
had,  she  said,  followed  nearly  the  same 
route  during  the  world  war.  and,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  came  near  being  left 
on  the  battlefield,  it  had  come  back  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  she  asked  all  to  join 
in  a  salute  to  the  flag  and  -  in  singing 
"The   Star  Spangled   Banner." 

Mrs.  William  M.  Congdon.  asking  per- 
mission to  add  a  word,  told  the  conven- 
tion that  the  member  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth,  who  carFied  the  small  flag  "over 
seas"  was  Mrs.  Fletcher's  son.  and  th.tt 
the  twins  holding  the  flags  wei 
grandchildren,  at  which  "both  children 
and  grandmother  were  applauded  with  a 
will. 

Miss  Margaret  Grelly  v  to  the 

front  with  the  Sunshine  banner,  and.  led 
by  Mrs.  Alden.  all  united  in  the  Sun- 
shine pledge.  1  join  the  .  International 
Sunshine  Society,  promising  to  pay  nv 
fee  by  some  act  carrying  sunshine  in'o 
another's  life,  within  one  month  from 
date.  I  also  promise  to  pay  annual  dues, 
in  the  form  of  kind  acts,  and  agree  to 
report  the  nature  and  circumstances  of 
these  acts  to  my  President  in  order  that 
she  may  help  and  call  upon  her  mem- 
bers  to   help  in   the   scattering  of  cheer. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Watson.  President  of 
the  "Sunshine  Fairies."  told  the  story  of 
that  organization  of  young  girls,  and  Miss 
Pauline  after  favoring  the  convention 
with  a  solo,  presented,  in  manuscript,  an 
original  song.  "The  Sunshine  Fairies." 
which  was  sung  by  the  members  of  the 
circle  whose  name  the  composer  had  per- 
petuated. 

Gifts  were  presented  by  the  "Willing 
Workers  "—who  had  made  quilts  and  gar- 
ments for  the  Blind  Babies'  Home — $5  hv 
the  Never  Fail  Circle.  Mrs.  1'exter  C 
Cheever.  Miss  Pearl  Coville  presented 
a  bouquet  to  Mrs.  Alden,  who  earlier 
in  the  day  received  a  basket  of  lilacs  from 
W.  R.  Fales.  It  was  announced  that  Mrs. 
Howard  W.  Farnum.  who  was  expected 
to  speak  for  the  ~'\  ''  Federation  was 
unable  to  reach  Providence  until  tlv: 
evening. 

Dr.  Edgar  C.  Abbott  of  Boston,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advisory  Council,  concluded 
the  programme  with  an  address  entitled 
"Shakespeare    and    Sunshine." 


AID 


While  the  Nation  is  discussing:  ways 
"nadAea*  of  alleviating-  the  suffering 
of  f^g^blinded  in  battle  and  of  re- 
straining tfiem  is  useful  occupations, 
fthe  Brooklyn  Blind  Babies  Home 
puts  in  its  plea  for  the  babies  who 
have  never  seen  the  light.  At  the 
home  the  children  are  trained  from 
earliest,  babyhood  to  care  for  them- 
selves, to  find  their  way  about,  to  be 
as  independent  as  conditions  would  al- 
low. Teachers  of  special  training  are 
needed  and  because  many  little  ones 
receiving  the  benefits  of  the  home  are 
unable  to  pay  anything  friends  of  the 
home  who  can  see  and  appreciate  what 
is  accomplished  are  asked  to  continue 
its  support.  Any  assistance  that  may 
be  given  to  the  home  by  gifts  of  ma- 
terial comforts  or  money  will  add-  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  institution,  ineijpas* 
its  resources  and  make  the  little  in. 
mates  happier.  £ 
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Exhibit  of  Finger  Work  of  the  Blind  Children  Under  the  Care  of  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
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Iowa  New  Yorkers  Praise  Blind  Babies 

The*  Io-w  a  New  Yorkers,  Mrs.  War- 
ren IC.  Th  Li,  nmel,  president,  held  a. 
holiday  parly  at  the  International 
Sunslvfie  Blind  Babies  Home,  84th  st. 
and  jl/th  a.ve  ,  Brooklyn.  Mrs.  Tliura- 
mel  and  the  other  guests  were  so  en- 
thused over  the  way  the  home  is  con- 
ducted that  they  decided  to  make  a 
feature  of  their  club  work  this  year 
"The  securing-  of-  legislation  for  the 
blind  in  the  State  of  Iowa."  They  will 
present  a  b'll,  asking  for  special  care 
for  the  blind  from  the  time  of  blind- 
ness hoping  to  establish  a  school  in 
Iowa  patterned  after  the  Dvker 
Heights   home   in   Brooklyn. 


Orchestra  for  Blind  Babies  Home. 

The  Blind  BdlJiLjMllMHPWBOpmvi 
HeighiBkis  developing  a  real  orchestra 
froanjthl  talent  found  among  the  older 
childreijf  They  were  trained  by  keep- 
ing tinje  with  rattles,  toy  pianos,  tiny 
drums  and  whistles  and  now  they  are 
learning  to  play  real  musical  instru- 
ments. In  response  to  a  call  sent  out 
by  Mrs.  John  Alden,  the  Chiropean  has 
donated  a  number  of  instruments,  for- 
merly used  by  members  of  the  family 
of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Harman,  and  other 
friends  have  given  banjos  and  mando- 
lins. A  beautifully  toned  violin,  the 
property  of  a  little  boy  who  was 
drowned  recently,  has  been  presented 
by  his  father,  Mr.  Carpenter  of  Wood- 
haven  Reformed  Church.  A  call  is 
sent  out  for  any  other  instruments  in 
good  condition,  and  a  message  to 
Chelsea  4315  will  bring  a  messenger 
to  take  the  instrument.  The  best 
teachers  will  be  provided  for  the  chil- 
dren. Anything  from  bones  to  bass 
violin  can  be  utilized  and'  will  add 
to   the    joy   of   the    children. 

Lincoln's  Birthday  ■-is  observed  by 
the  Home  for  the  Agad;\Colored  People 
at  1095  St.  John's  pi.  as  Donation  Day. 
The  articles* most,-- needed  are  bed  anjf 
table  linen  and  groceries,  especiall 
sugar,  tea,  and  coffee.  Donations 
money  are  always  needed  and  will 
gratefully  welcomed. 
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A  most  '"gTReToTs  contribution  ( 
■sweaters,  ..caps,  underwa^sts,  dress. 
anJfflU^  clothh/  ?  for  the  <rAnldrer.' 
Uv>  Blind  Babies  Home  at  Dyk< 
HMahrs.  was  made  by  the  America 
Red  Cross,  Brooklyn  Chapter,  afte 
a  visit  to  the  home  by  Miss  Grac 
Runkle,  director  of  supplies.  Other 
desiring    to     contribute     clothing    fo 


these  little  ones  have  a  choice  of  age. 
from  three  months  to  14  years,  am 
feiny  garment  from  caps  to  shoes 
Night  garments  and  rompers  ar 
especially  welcome,  as  these  are  les. 
Often  donated.  Address,  Dr.  Grac 
Macmillen,  Blind  Babies'  Home,  84tl 
St.  and  i3th  ave.,  Dyker  Heights 
Brooklyn.  •« 
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,,,Blyy$»J$abic.s  Learn  to  Write. 

Tiie  Blind  Babies  Home  at  Dyker 
Heights  was  represented  at  the  24th 
annaa^ftyoiTvention  of  the  International 
,  Sublime  'Society  meeting"  in  Boston, 
May  \jJt»  22,  by  Dr.  Grace  Macmillen, 
superintendent  of  the  home.  She  took 
wit'li  her  a  rt-port  of  the  work  done;  in 
Brooklyn  for  blind  children  and  an 
exhibit  of  handwork  at  the  home.  The 
fundamental  idea  of.  the  teaching  at 
the__'home  is  to  give  the  children  as 
neaijiy.  ,£he  ;  same  conditions  as  seeing 
children  have  and  to  make  the  blind 
independent  and  not  self-conscious,  jfi 
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BLIND  CHILDREN'S   PICNICS 


children  in  the  homes 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
' at  Juth  JL  and  13th  arc,  Manhattan, 
DrK^rJleights  and  Summit,  N.  J.,  are 
glSd^hat  Sigmund  Saxe  of  200  5th 
ave.,  Manhattan,  has  a  birthday  every 
year' on  July  14.  On  that  day  motor- 
cars provided  by  Mr.  Saxe  take  every 
child  in  each  of  the  homes  out  for  a 
picnic  in  the  woods  or  to  a  beach  at 
one  of  the  nearby  resorts.  In  addi- 
tion Mr.  Saxe  donates  $2  5  to  each 
home  to  spend  on  the  children  in  help- 
ing to  give  them  a  good  time. 

KewUoxK.    W.U.,    Sun. 
POVERTY  NOT  THE  WORST  ILL. 

"Selah"    Is    Invited    to    Visit    Insti- 
tution   lor    Blind     Children. 

TO  THE  EniTOK'Ul'    rU"ff*lM-ENI]S'(}   SUN 

Sir:  On  glancing  over  an  Evening  Sun 
a  few  days  old  I  came  across  "Selah's" 
letter  iiyiahe  "What  Do  You  Think?" 
column./^  gSelah"  says  he  has  been  de- 
privingfhimself  to  help. his  brother.  In 
doing  t2tf^  he  has  learned  something  of 
vital  import,  i,  e.,  the  benefit  of  a  re- 
stricted  diet. 

However,  food  is  the  least  privation; 
that  accrues  from  a  diminished  income,] 
isn't  it?  It  is  the  changed  home  sur- 
roundings and  social  life  that  count, 
most.  "Selah's"  deprivation,  T  hope, 
will  be  short  lived— in  the  meantime  he 
■  has  learned  what  will  stand  him  in 
very  good  stead  in  the  years  to  come. 

1  wonder  if  "Selah"  would  not  Mice  to 
visit  our  little  Sunshine  Home  fo?-  the 
Blind,  on  Dyker  Heights,  in  Brooklyn. 
Sometimes  these  sightless  little  ones 
make    us    realize    how    well    off    in    com- 


parison  we  are !  They  are  well  versed1 
and  accomplished  boys  and  girls  and 
love  to  talk  with  visitors,  and  if  "Selah" 
would  like  to  come  they  would  be  very 
glad   to   see   him. 

Grace  P.  MacMillen,  Supt. 

TO  AID  BUMP  BABIES'  HOME 

The  Blind  Babies'  Home  will  be 
enriched  by  the  proceeds  of  the  block 
party  schr/iuled  for  August  21,  on 
Sumpter  'street  between  Saratoga  and 
Howard  avenues.  Two  bands  will  be 
an  attractive  feature  of  this  outdoor 
entertainr/  en*.  - 
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Summer  School  fojM 

A  summer  schooT  for  the  children 
at  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
B^jjks  at  Dyker  Heights  has  been  ar- 
ranfll  ,by  Mrs.  'John  Alden,  presi- 
d4nt"of  T^jjt  International  Sunshine 
Society.  *Ue  little  folks  are  taught 
sewing,  physical  culture  and  basket 
making.  The  Bible  School  sends  two 
teachers  without  charge,  each  giving 
two  hours  a  day  to  the  school.  Tin 
rest  of  the  day  is  spent  in  recreation 
either  in  the  playground  recently  I 
equipped  by  the  Chicago  Society,  Inc. 
or  at  Dyker  Beach  near  by.  The 
children  have  in  the  playground  all 
the  play  and  athletic  apparatus  fur- 
nished for  sighted  children,  and  use 
ir  as  fearlessly.  At 
swim     like      lit  tie    ducks,     s  no 

tear   of  the   water  sucl,   ax   may   be   Si 

any    day    at    the    beaches    where    less 
children    play, 
UCh   as  a    trip   to   « 'oney    Island  k 
or    an    ice    cream    party    at    the    nor] 

occasion:,  lly     been     provided     by  I 
interested  Anyone    who    de- 

sires   to    give,    such    a    pleasure    to    the 
blind    babies   will   please   communlca 
with    the    superintendent    at     S-ith    st^ 
Mid    i  3th  ave.,   i>   I  hts,  J§ 
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party   rnn   ninini.jjMiii   i 

A  large  crowd  attended  the  block^ilrJUp^wld 
Jo^JlKht  on  Sumpter  Bt,  between  Saratoga 
<|P ^toward  aves.  The  nffnir  was  a  great  buc- 
■i(l  the  proeeeds  will  be  devoted  to  the 
Babies  Home.  Two  bands  furnished  the 
music  The  houses  were  beautifully  decorated 
with   the  HaK8  of  all  nations. 
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WILL  HEAR 
BLIND  FOLK 

Sunshine  Society,  of  Ridge- 
field,  Expects  Children  to 
Give  Program. 

Ridgefield.  June  ~' ■ 
The  Sunshrine  society  met.  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Charles  Wade  Walker 
Thursday  afternoon.  Sixteen  mem- 
bers were  present.  Miss  H.  May 
Hoyt,  presiding.  Miss  Hoyt  gave  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  re- 
cent convention  held  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  city.  May 
16-19.  She  told  of  the  wonderful 
work  done  by  the  society  for  the 
blind  children  and  plans  were  made 
to  have  some  of  these  blind  children 
from  the  Dyker  Heights  Home, 
Brooklyn,  come  to  Ridgefield  some- 
time in  July  and  give  an  entertain- 
ment in  the  Town  Hall.  The,  en- 
tertainment will  consist  of  singing 
dancing  and  recitations  and 
playing  of  musical  instruments. 
Reels  showing  how  the  blind 
babies  are  taught  and  cared  for  will 
be  shown.  This  is  an  exceptionally 
interesting  feature.  No  one  knows 
Jthat  these  children  are  without  a  ray 
of  light;  it  is  marvelous  to  witness 
their  perfect  performance.  The  date 
will  be  given  later.  This  was  the 
last  meeting  until  fall.  After  the 
adjournment  refreshments  were 
served  and  a  most  enjoyable  social 
time   followec 


BLIND  BABIES  UNDER  THE  CARE  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL  SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  TAKING  A  SUN  BATH 
Address  all  contributions  to  the  International  Sunshine  Society,  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 
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founder  Tells  of  Association's 
Progress — Melrose   Address- 
es Convention  Here. 

I    Begun   19   years  ago  with  the  hope 
It  would  awaken  the  world  to  its  ob- 
ligations to  meet  the  desperate  need 
't>f  saving  Ua4  blind  babies,  .the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  society  has  secured 
Bid   in    several   states   for     the     blind 
I  babies   and  many  children  have  been 
I  started   on    the   road    to   a    successful 
(life. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  pres- 
ident and  founder  of  the  Internation- 
al Sunshine  society,  told  the  Amer- 
ican Association  of  Workers  for  the 
j  Blind,  here  Saturday,  of  the  struggle 
,  these  IS  years  to  realize  the  ambition 
of   the    organization. 

Mrs  Alden  is  the  wife  of  John  Al- 
den, former  editor  of  the  Brooklyn 
Eagle,  and  is  herself  a  newspaper- 
woman, having  edited  the  woman's 
page  on  the  old  New  York  Recorder 
and  Was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  La- 
dies Home  Journal  between   1900  and 

j  Blind  Babies  Pitiable. 

.Give  the  blind  babies  a  chance  in 
'the  world  and  help  secure  legislation 
for  their  benefit  was  the  plea  of  Mrs. 
Alden. 

"A  baby  born  blind  or  blinded  in 
infancy  presents  a  strangely  pitiable 
condition,"  said  Mrs.  Alden.  "It  has 
a  soul.  It  has  a  mind  that  limita- 
tions combine  to  stunt.  It  has  physi- 
cal organs  chat  must  be  kept  in  nor- 
mal operation.  The  eye,  through  with 
babyhood  receives  commonly  nine 
tenths  of ,  the  impressions,  meaning 
the   earliest  education   is   lacking. 

"Our  Sunshine  Homes  for  Blind 
Babies,  though  educational  as  in- 
stitutions, not  only  aim  to  have,  out- 
do have  the  character  of  the  family 
and  in'consequence  are  producing  im- 
pressive results  in  developing  the 
baby  blind  both  mentally  and  physi- 
cally. The  type  is  therefore  a  home 
and  not  a.  schqol." 

Discussion  was  led  by  Miss  Lydia  i 
Hayes,  executive  secretary.  New  Jer-  i 
sey  Commission  for  the  Blind.  ! 

Blind  Should  Be  Aroused. 
A  paper  by  Charles  W.  Holmes,  di-  : 
rector   of   the  \Canadia    Institute      for 
the  Blind,  and  intended  to  arouse  the 
blind  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibil- 
ity  in   the    prevention      of     blindness 
Iwas  rearl  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Van  Cleve,  New 
York.     Mr.    Holmes   declares   that    so- 
cial reform  usually  finds  its  most  ar- 
dent support  from  without  the  realm 
of  those  most  directly  affected  by  its  | 
results.  •  | 

Speaking   on     "Administration     and  ' 
Distribution    of   Relief    in     Massachu-  j 
setts  as  Compared  with  Other  States,"  j 
Francis   B.   Ierardi.   in    charge    of   re-  ! 
lief   in    Massachusetts,     declared    that  i 
state's    plan     adequately      meets     tho  ! 
need  with  the  least  cost  to  the  Com-  I 
monwealth,    allowing    centralized    ad-  i 
ministration     which     is      sound     an'] 
should    be    given    deep    consideration, 
he     said.       Mr.     Ierardi     asked     that 
American  Association  of  Workers  for 
the  Blind  consider  how  it  may  help  to 


bring  about  desired  changes  in  prop- 
er administration  of  blind  relief,  and 
declared  the  Foundation  of  the  Blind, 
being  a  free  agency,  was  best  in  a 
position  to  attempt  in  bringing  about 
reforms  where  needed,  and  securing 
proper  legislation  in  states  where 
legislation   is   pending. 

Alcohol  Endangers  Eyes. 
Dr.  Lewis  Carris,  New  York,  field 
secretary  of  the  National  Committee 
on  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  spoko 
Saturday  on  "Responsibilities  of  State 
Associations  and  Commissions  for  the 
Blind,  in  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness." He  said  that  as  soon-,  as  th?; 
public  realized  the  need  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  social  activity,  it  is 
ready  to  take  it  over  as  a  part  of  gov- 
ernment activities.  Among  the  sug- 
gestions for  commissions  and  state 
associations  in  which  to  work  is  the 
regulation  tf  sale  of  wood  and  dena- 
tured alcohol,  making  wood  alcohol 
poisoning  reportable.  Dr.  Carris 
said  there  is  a  growing  need  for  a 
realization  by  the  public  of  the  dan- 
gers of  alcohol  in  robbing  the  user  of 
eight. 

Charles  W.  Holmes,  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, delivered  a  report  on.  the  com- 
mittee on  the  revision  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind. 

A  report  on  hand  embossing  of 
books  made  by  Miss  Adelia  Hoyt, 
Washington,  D  C,  was  read  by  Sec- 
retary Hayes.  President  H.  R.  Lati- 
mer, secretary  of  the  commission  on 
uniform  type,  gave  a  report. 
Sunday  Is  Rest  Day. 
Sunday  was  a  rest  day  for  the  con- 
vention delegates,  some  of  whom  at- 
tended regular  Services  at  Janesville 
churches.     A  sacred  song  service  was 

f'iven  in  the  evening  with  Curtis  Wil- 
iams,    Cincinnati,    O.,    as    leader    and 
Mrs.   Enid   Hoyer   accompanist. 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Melrose,  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  talked  on 
"Church  Unity  and  Radio  Religion," 
declaring  that  predictions  are  being 
made  that  radio  will  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  the  small  town  and  country 
church  whose  problems  have  been 
acute,  and  that  competition  in 
preaching  will  be  so  keen  that  many 
preachers  will  seek  new  fields  of  en-, 
deavor. 

Melrose  on  Radio  Religion 
"Let  me  avoid  mere  idealism — mere 
doctrinaire  discussion  of  church  uni- 
ty." said  the  Rev.  Mr,  Melrose.  "I 
am  not  thinking  of  absolute  church 
unity  which  may  be  distant.  I  am 
thinking  of  unity  enough  to  bring 
us  up  to  date  with  the  facts  of  be- 
lief and  Christian  tasks  as  we  have 
them  today.  This  is  a  practical -prob- 
lem. We  want  to  deal  with  it.  We 
can  safely  ignore  the  distant  future 
if  we  are  en  the  march  and  in  the 
road  with  reference  to.  this,  task  of 
progress. 

"Now  with  reference  to  church  uni- 
ty both   in  this  and   in  the  more  am- 
bitious    sense     much   is     being     said. 
Some  things  are  very  danng.     We  get 
pictures  of  radical  change  in  the  next 
few  years  as  a  result  of  radio.     Some 
see  in  it  the  solution  for  the     small 
town      and    country     church      whose 
problems   have   been   acute.     We     are 
told    that    competition      in    preaching 
will  be  so  keen  that  many  preachers 
will  be  looking  for  new  work.     Why 
not,  when   the   sermon   taster  can   try 
out  many  able  preachers  without  go- 
ing   to   even    one    church?      Just    how 
far   these   effects  will   carry  it  is   not 
clear.     They    do    not    impress      me   as 
much    as    they    do    some.      There    will 
surely   be    real   effects,     some     good, 
some    bad    perhaps.      If    these    effects 
should  discover  to  us  that  bhe  church's 
power    is    in    its   solidarity    expressed 
in   public  worship  and   not   merely   in 
the  sermon  it  will  be  a  great  good. 
Will  Help   Church   Unity. 
"There  is  an  inadequacy  in  denom- 
inational   church    organization    today. 


This  is  -  litted.  This 

inadequacy  has  been  brought  about, 
bv  increase  in  intercommunication. 
This  increase  in  intercommunication 
has  been  disintegrating  to^  all  in- ; 
group  tvpes  of  organization,  including 
the  demoninational  church.  It  ha.-, 
exalted  the  community  the  natural 
unit  as  against  the  groups  withinit. 
Radio  as  a  notable  contribution  to  in-, 
tercommunication  will  doubtless  tend 
in  the  same  direction  In  this  sense 
certainly  it  will  favor  greater  church 

"But  I  must  warn  myself  and  you 
that  this  i*  a  limited  function.  'Dis- 
integrating effects  will  not  give 
church  unity.  The  latter  must  come 
as  a  positive  achievement.  It  is  pos- 
itive. And  it  is  a  spiritual  achieve- 
ment primarily.  It  must  come  or 
faith.  ,  '        ,.    .     _.  . 

"Religion's  power  is  in  beliefs.  This 
Is  not  clearly  enough  seen  today.  AH 
historv  teaches  it.  What  is  needed  is 
the  achievement  of  beliefs  which  will 
give  to  us  the  age-long  truth  ot 
Christianity  in  the  language  of  today. 
Better — a  statement  of  the  timeless  of 
religion  in  terms  of  our  timely  tasks. 
What  we  need  if  you  please  is  creed, 
But  creed  for  life.  Not  a  creed  that 
makes  poor  contact  with  our  present 
etical  and  social  problems  but  one 
stated  in  the  very  terms  of  them. 

"The  gathering  impact  of  the  con- 
servative and  liberal  forces  every- 
where in  the  church  is  going  to  make 
us  conscious  of  this  great  need  I 
think.  Some  day  a  prophet  of  God  will 
give  us  a  "thus  saith  the  Lord"  in 
the  very  terms  of  the  thoughts  and 
tasks  of  this  day  of  the  'seven  sci- 
ences.' Then  religion  will  arise  with 
power  and  achieve  unity.  For  this 
radio  religion  will  help  to  clear  the 
Sv.ay." 

<X>\c>c>K\.\in,  N  AX.  S>\.&nq-avA- Union. 

"UNCLE  ROBERT"  T01CT 

iSTlBULClDBEN 


Robert  Spero,  known  as  "Uncle 
Robert,"  will  give  a  Thanksgiving 
party  to  the  blind  children  of  the 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  at 

Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue.  Dyker  Heights,  maintained 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Brancn 
for  the  Blind,  on  Next  Saturday  af-i 
ternoon,  from  2  to  4  o'clock.  The 
children  will  give  a  programme  of 
Thanksgiving  music,  with  the  or- 
chestra and  glee  club  of  eighteen 
members,  and  the  smaller  children 
will  entertain  with  folk  dances. 

This  institution  takes  care  of  the 
city  blin^  children.  Two  of  the  chil- 
dren taken  when  babies  are  now  at- 
tending Bay  Ridge  High  Schoa^t0tff 
eighteen  attend  GrammajirfWBIBol  187. 


"UNCLE  ROBERT" 

TO  GIVE  PARTY 

Will   Distribute  Gifts  to  Blind 
Chifdren  Thanksgiving. 


eft  Speero,  whose  philanthropic 
work  among-  the  poor  children  of  New 
York'  and  other  large  American  cities 
has  earned  for  him  the  name  "Uncle 
Robert,''  will  give  a  Thanksgiving  day 
party  to  the  youngsters  from  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  of  Brook- 
lyn  sAurday  afternoon. 

"Uncle  Robert"  will  distribute  num- 
erous gifts.  The  party  will  be  given 
at  the  institution's  home  at  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  avenue, 
Brooklyn. 


IUM)  CHILDREN 


fr> 


"Uncle  Robert,"  and  three  mem- 
bers of  his  Girls'  Club  were  hosts  and 
hostesses  yesterday  afternoon  to  the 
thirty  blind  children  of  the  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  at 
Eighty-third  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue,  which  is  maintainel  by  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for 
the  blind. 

It  was  a  real  Thanksgiving  party. 
The  children  had  ice  cream  arul  : 
and  other  good  things.  And  th-^n 
Uncle  Robert  took  on  the  role  of 
Santa  Claus  and  distributed  rubber^ 
balls,  and  dolls,  and  inciclently  con- 
tributed trwehty-five  dollars,  the  price 
of  a  clarinet,  to  be  ai.ded  to  the  or- 
chestra which  already  numbers  eigh- 
teen pieces  and  is  composed  of  the 
members  of  the  home,  ranging  in 
age  from  5  to  15. 

In  return  for  the  kindness  of  Un- 
cle Robert,  the  children  danced  and 
sang  and  played  for  him.  The  or- 
chestra of  eighteen  pieces  played 
some  semi-popular  songs.  The 
club,  under  the  leadership  of  Jlis^ 
Eleanor  Bennett,  sang.  The  three 
?irls  assisting  Uncle  Robert  were: 
the  Misses  Laura  Schneider.  Minnie 
Robertson  and  Lillian  Edinoff. 


3>xoo\<Un.  u.vy,  cuv. 
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"UNCLE  ROBERT"  ENTERTJI1S 
SUNSHINE  HOME  CHILDREN 


T]ii  children  of  the  Sunshine  Home 
for  Ehnd^JBaliies,  located  at  83d  street 
and  tSui  avenue,  were  entertained  last 
Saturday  afternoon,  when  a  party  was 
held  in  their  honor.  Robert  Spero,  bet- 
ter known  as  "Uncle  Robert."  was  host, 
and,  judging1  from  the  many  enthusiast 
tic  yells  and  repeated  applause,  his  efj 
forts  in  entertaining  the  children  were, 
entirely    successful. 

It  was  a  regular  Thanksgiving  party. 
Ice  cream,'  cake,  and  in  fact  all  sorts  of 
"goodies"  of  which  children  are  fond, 
were  served.  Then  came  the  most  fun. 
Uncle  Robert  played  the  part  of  Santa 
Claus,  despite  the  fact  that  the  ■  real 
Santa  is  not  to  appear  for  over  a  whole 
month.  He  had  such  wonderful  toys,  the 
kind  that  only  sightless  children  can  ap- 
iate.  He  said  at  the  end  of  the  af- 
ternoon, it  did  his  heart  good-  to  see  the 
tiny  tots  have  such  a  pleasant  afternoon 
and  so  well  show  their  appreciation  for 
all  he  had  prepared  for  them. 

One  of  the  surprises  of  the  day  was 
the  announcement  that  the  host  had,  in 
addition  to  providing  tw  party,  contrlb-  ; 
twenty-five  dollars  Tor  a  clarinet,  to 
be  added  to  the  orchestra  of  the  home. 
There  are  already   Eighteen  pieces  in   the 

tne  age  of  fivejto  fifteen* year's".  "Splendid 
advancement  is  being  made  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  group,  and  they  sure  ditf 
Ce:r  best  in  rendering  sel^ct>Gis»  to 
please  their  host.  A  Glee  Club,  com- 
posed of  children,  also  pleased  with  sev- 
eral  renditions. 

ny    of    the    talented     children    gave 
solo  dances,  and  some-  played  well-known 

tions,    all    anxious    to    contribute    to 
the   afternoon's    program. 

Assisting  Uncle  Robert  in  carrying  out 
his  program  were  the  Misses  Uaurrv 
Schneider,  Minnio  Robertson  and  L,ituan 
Edinoff.  .  I, 
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"AT  the  Sunshine  Home  for  the 
"^*-  Blind  Babies,"  Undo  Robert 
tells  us,  "lives  little  Ruthie,  one  of 
the  happiest  of  little  girls,  although 
she  Is  stone  blind,  an  orphan  and- 
has  straight  hair.  At  six  months  of 
age  she  was  left  by  her  mother  on 
the  stoop  of  a  home.  Now  at  the 
;  age  of  ten  she  bids  fair  to  become 
a  greiit  nv      ^an. 

Her  cIum  came  in  the  gift  of  a 
'scholarshi'  ;  the  Munsou  Institute 
of  Music,  which,  through  the 
Rubenstein  C  ib,  has  presented  her 
with  a.  funt,  of  .fl20.  which  means 
forty  lessons  Sri  piano  instruction. 
She  wag  a  protege  of  the  Sunshine 
Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Cynthia 
"Westover  Alden  was  president  and 
founder.  Ruth  is  now  in  trainina 
to  become  a  teacher  to  other  blind 
children  and  has  already  organized! 
a  class  of  four  little  boys  who  piaP 
the  ukulele." 

This  is  but  one  cas^  <■■'  "castflW 
thy  bread  upon  th 
;  Robert  ca  n   vv 
— of 
all    v 

ned 
pf>a'- 

'ought    to  ,.-   happy 

says  Uncle  Robert. 

•      *      * 

AM)  Santa  Claus  knocks  at  your 
door.  He  knocks  for  such  as 
these.  Ye  who  are  planning  to  g2ve 
your  sons  and  daughters  automo- 
biles for  Christmas  or  your  wives 
and  sweethearts  diamond  bracelets 
or  your  younger  children  expensive 
toys,  1a.y  aside  just  a  tiny  percentage 
for  "bread  upon  the  waters"  with 
love,  and  see  how  it  comes  back  to 
you. 

It  need  not  be  making  a  parents' 
day  of  Christmas  as  an  individual 
remembrance  day,  but  it.  will  help 
to  make  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  second  Sunday  in  May, 
whether  it  still  remains  mother's 
day  or  is  enlarged  to  include  "par- 
ents" as  Uncle  Robert  suggests.  Let 
the  Christmas  spirit  spread  to  some 
individual,  some  family  who  needs 
you,  some  institution  if  you  can. 
outside  the  family  circle,  but  let  it 
be  inspired  by  love,  and  see  how 
much  better  you  wi\l  feel.  |||(1f*« 

"AND    now    abideth    faith,    hope, 
-rx  charity    and    the    greatest    of 
these  ia  charity." 

And  charity,  as  we  have  been 
itaught  from  our  cradles,  means 
love. 

,  Christmas  is  coming.  To  some 
jit  is  a  burden.  To  others  it  ia 
heaven— "the  vision  of  fulfilled  de- 
sire." it  greatly  depends  upon 
how  you  look  upon  it — how  you 
prepare  for  it. 


I'lirlatmaa  was  not  invented  en- 
tirely for  the  rich.  Sometimes  It 
seems  almost 'a  pity  it  was  not  in- 
vented entirely  for  the  poor.  The 
poor,  especially  the  poor  children, 
need  it  to  a  so  much  -greater  degree. 
*     •     » 

TTNCLE  ROBERT — you  all  know 
^~  Uncle  Robert,  though  you  don't 
llnow.him  by  any  other  name— has 
a  schenre  for  parents'  day.  He  holds 
that  the  second  Sunday  in  May, 
now  remembered  as  Mother's  day, 
should  be  enlarged  to  Parents'  day 
— not  a  day  for  mother  alone,  but 
for  dad  also — a  sort  of  parents' 
New  Year  of  resolution  when  there 
shall  be  an  awakening  to  what 
parents  owe  children,  not  for  one 
day,  bu-t  for  the  other  064  days, 
with  a  resolution  renewal  at  the 
end 


But  why  wait  for  May?  Why 
not  begin  on  Christmas  day?  But 
make  it  a  broader  scope  than  your 
own  children.  Make  it  an  awak- 
ening to  what  the  world  as  a  parent 
owes  the  child  and  give,  "give  till 
it  hurts."  But  give  wisely  and  not 
too  well.  Give  not  from  the  spirit 
of  charity — a  sort  of  troublesome 
duty",  but  from  love — and  give  to 
the  poor. 

Remember  the  poor  little  crip- 
pled children  who  have  the  faith 
and  the  hope  and  look  to  you 
for  the  "charity"  born  of  love. 
Uncle  Robert  devotes  his  time  to 
bringing  joy  to  these  little  unfor- 
tunates, born,  not  with  a  silver 
spoon  in  their  mouths,  but  with  a 
spoon  of  poison  that  cripples,  and 
too  often,  deforms  their  entire  ex- 
istence. Give  the  Uncle  Robert 
way,  which  is  love. 


' 


Santa  Glaus  Knocks  at  Your  Door  ^ 

For  Such  as  These  at  Christmastide 


T  ITTLE  RUTHIB,  who  is  blind,  and  others  in  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  offering  Uncle 
a  token  of  appreciation.  mtmmmmmtm 
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Wearing  Apparel  of  Varied  Hue 

Also  Named  in  List  of  Unusu?.' 

Gifts. 


Santa  Claus  lias  received  some  un- 
usual requests  from  the  children  of 
the  Sunshine  Home  for  the  Blind,  l-'So 
Eighty-fourth    street. 

Tlii-  old  fellow  has  been  invited  to 
attend  a  Christmas  party  at  the  Hotel 
St.  George  on  Christmas  Day  to  be 
given  the  bl;.ad  children  by  the  eleven 
children  who  make  the  St.  George 
their  home.  The  invitation  to  him  I 
was  accompanied  by  a  memorandum 

j  from  the  blind  children  of  the  Sun- 
shine Home  advising  him  just  what 
to  bring  to  the  party  with  him. 

Three   of   the   sightless  youngsters 

.have  asked  for  flashlights.  These 
are  able  to  see  tiny  patches  of  light 
occasionally  and  they  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  are  not  quite  so 
Ui->d  after  all-  Flashlights  causfl 
thfim  extreme  delight  as  they  throw 
the  sha;  srlare  f'Jl  into  their  eyes.. 
is,  totally  blind,  have 
asked  for  various  kinds  of  wearing 
apparel  but  they  have  specified  just 
what  color  they  want.  One  girl  wants 
a  broad   sailor  tie.   b\v   sire   insists  it 

|  must  be  red.  Another' -;*■  ants  a  black 
tie  and  a  third  has  her  heart  set  on 
brown    stockings.      No    other    colors 

.will   do.    Sant'l    has   been   informed. 
The    blind      children      will      be    the 

i  guests  of  the  St.  George  children  at 
dinner  in  the  grand  ballroom  after 
which  they  will  be  entertained  by 
Santa  Claus  and  a  big  Christmas 
tree. 

They  will  be  taken  to  the  hotel  in 

'automobiles,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  foundress 
of  the  home;    Mrs.   Grace   McMillan. 

'superintendent;  Miss  Jean  Chambers, 
house  mother,  and  Miss  Bozelle 
Smith,  assistant  house  mother.  They 
will  be  met  by'The  St.  George  chil- 
dren at  the  Pineapple  street  entrance 
and  taken  to  the  ballroom  through  a 
private  corridor. 


-T)  t  0  &VA.V\W  s  H  \\..  0\AueU\j\_-\\n\cn 

TEL  CHILDREN  SAVE 
CilSTIS  FOB  BLIND. 


tft*  Sunshine  Home  for  the  Blind, 
Brooklyn,  is  without  1  coo! ,.  She  left 
suddenly  yesterday.  With  her  de- 
parture, all  hope  of  Christmas  dinner, 
faould  have  gone  glimmering  had  it 
not  been  for  the  safety  line  previ- 
ously extended  to  the  blind  children 
by  the  bright-eyed,  far-seeing 
children  of  the  Hotel  St.  George  in 
the  form  of  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
them  and  meet  Santa  Claus  face  to 
face  in  the  grand  ball  room  of  tbu 
hotel  Christmas  afternoon. 

"I  had  no  idea  what  that  invitation 
would  mean  to  us  when  it  came," 
eaid  Mrs.  Grace  McMillan,  oyer  the 
telephone  yesterday.  "We  fe.lwajss 
have  a  special  Christmas  dinger  and 
celebration  at  the  home  for  file  blind 
children,  and  this  year,  whew  the  in- 
vitation came  to  go  outsideJPfor  our 
festivities  I  almost  hesitayd  about 
its  acceptance.  It  seemed/ such  an 
undertSiim.?  and  I  feared  the  chil- 
dren would  be  disappointed  by  not 
having  dinner  here,  as  usual." 

The  children  who  will  join  in 
entertaining  the  blind  are  Ruth 
Samuels,  Bernard  Samuels,  Betty 
•iWrt!»bs,  Josephine  Berkowitz,  Mar- 
jorie  Jean  Peterson,  Ruth  Price, 
Frances  Long,  Edward  Long,  Evelyn 
Murray,  Ruth  Doehler,  Marian  Town 
and  specially  invited  friends. 


^oo^Utt.K.U..   i" 
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Blind  Children  Ask 
"SanfTfor' Searchlight 

They   Want  to    Play   Tag  With 
'"Tiny  Wisps  of  Gleams. 

Ip^Jl  electric  searchlight  is  an  un- 
usual boon  for  a  blind  child  to  beg 
from  Santa  Claue.  But  on  the  list 
sent  to  the  old  man  from  the  chil- 
dren in  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
T'  -hies,  1253  Eighty-fourth  street. 
two  of  the  children  ask  for  such  i 
gift. 

Authorities  at  the  home  explained 
that  a  number  of  the  youngsters  are 
able  to  see  a  little  light,  just  enough 
to  encourage  them  in  the  belief  they 
are  not  really  blind.  Their  espeoia1 
delight  is  to  play  games  of  tag,  us- 
ing the.  rays  Of  the  electric  torches,  ns 
a  jvill-O-wisp  in  the  chase,  to  guide 
them. 


The  children  will  have  a  chance  to 
these  and  other  ^ifts  at  a  Christ- 
mas party  to  be  given  them  in  the 
grand  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  St'. 
George  by  little  Ruth  Samuels  and 
her  brother,  Bernard,  children  of 
Martin  V.  Samuels  of  the  hotel  cor- 
poration. Children  of  the  Home, 
several  of  ivlinm  have  won  music 
-scholarships,  will  entertain  at  the 
party. 

sJJ<tet^Wv    aa.iqaa. 

fOVEL  PLANS  FOR  CHRISTMAS 
TOYS   FOR    BLIND. CHILDREN 
^«*  ■  -  : 

Little  Ruth  Samuels,  daughter  of  the 
vice-president  of  the  Hotel  St.  George, 
Mill  be  hostess  at  a  Christmas  tree  and 
banquet  which  the  children  of  the  guests , 
of  the  hotel  are  giving  on  Christmas  Day 
to  the  children  of  the  Dyker  Heights 
Home  for  Blind  Children,  84th  street  and 
loth  avenue,  Brooklyn  (maintained  by 
The  International  Sunshine  Branch  for 
the  Blind),  Mrs,  John  Alden  of  340  Dean 
street,   Brooklyn,  president. 

Automobiles  will  carry  the  blind  chil- 
dren to  and  from  the  hotel.  The  Or- 
chestra and  Glee  Clrb  of  the  Blind  Chil- 
dren's Home  will  entertain  by  giving 
tifteen  or  more  numbers. 

After -tb®  banquet  there  tviU  be  danc- 
ing; still  and  moving  pictures  will  be 
taken:  Christmas  games  'will  be  played. 

Santa  Claus  says  this  is  the  oddest  tree 
that  he  has  ever  been  ordered  to  supply 
gifts  for.  The  blind  children  were  asked 
what  they  wanted  and  their  replies  were 
prompt  and  quaint.  For  example,  one 
wants  an  autombile  with  a>xhauffeur  to 
take  him  to  school  every  day.  A  boy  oi 
.fourteen  asked  for  an  entire  new  suit  of 
clothes;  he  has  never  had  all  new  things 
at  one  time  in  his  life.  Little  Charlotte 
wants  a  live  doll.  There  will  be  a  gift 
for  each  child  on  this  tree  provided  by 
the  Hotel  St.  5eorge.  Santa  Claus,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  able  to  find  the  live 
doll  or  a  complete  suit  of  clothes  as  yet. 


RICH(CHlLDREN  LIGHTS 

CHRISTMAS  OF  BUND 

111    ' 

Brooklyn    Hotel     Guests     Play 
Host  to  Twenty  Less  For- 
tunate Little  Ones. 

Twenty  blind  children  from  thq 
Sunshine  Home,  Brooklyn,  were 
guests  yesterday  at  a  Christmas  din- 
ner and  entertainment  given  by  chil-l 
dren  who  are  residents  of  the  Hotej 
St.  George,  Brooklyn. 

The  children  decided  to  give  the, 
entertainment  on  suggestion  of  Ber- 
nard Samuels,  fifteen,  son  of  Martin 
Samuels,   "Vice  President  of  the  hotel 


corporation,    and  his   sister   Ruth. 

The  hotel  management  agreed  to 
help  in  Jhe  plan  and  provided  a  din- 
ing room,  a  'Santa  Claus,  a  Christmas 
tree  and  presents. 


St.  George  Owners  Provide  Feast 
forjoung  Inmates  of  Sun- 
i  ,         shine  Home. 

"When  the  twenty  blind  children 
from  the  Sunshine  Home  on  Dyker 
Heights  entered  the  Hotel  St.  George 
they  found  a  welcoming  party,  con- 
sisting of  nearly  all  of  the  guests  of 
tkfe  hotel  and  many  persons  from 
outside,  who  had  been  especially 
bidden.  They  found  also  a  banquet 
table,  -which  stretched  almost  across 
the  width  of  the  ballroom,  a  gigantic  • 
Christmas  tree,  a  jolly  Santa  Claus, 
bearing  thre  large  saeksfull  of  gift6 
and  the  compliments  of  the  season 
from  the  owners  of  the  hotel.  They 
found,  aiso,  the  Danzig  orchestra, 
and  a  whole  corps  of  waiters  espe- 
cially provided  to  serve  them,  and 
a  reception  party  of  children  num- 
bering flfty  or  more. 

The  banquet  tables  were  elaborate- 
ly decked  and  brhllant  red  and  green 
floral  effects  extended  from  end  to 
end  of  the  table.  An  elaborate  menu 
was  served  to  the  children,  whose 
ages^  ranged  from  4  to  17  years. 
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SUALQJiHILDREN'S  BAND 
TO  FEATURE  MUSIC  WEEK 

J£n""orchestra  of  sightless  children 
frWhSthe  Brooklyn  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  will  be  a  feature  of  Brook- 
lyn's music  week  which  the  New 
York  Music  Week  Association  will 
sponsor  here,   beginning-,   March   9. 

The  children  under  the  direction  of 
Maude  Tollofsen,  will  compete  for  the 
silver  loving  cup,  the  grand  prize. 
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MOSS   MEMORIAL   CLUB 
BENEFIT  FOR  BLIND  BAffilF^ 

The    sernnd    annual    card    nartv    of 
the  Margaret  Moss  Memorial  Club  for 

the  benefit  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home 

Hal.  M?  ftS'W?*  at  St  ^^s 
Hall,  222  Adelphi  street.  Pive  hun- 
dred, pln0chle  and  enclue  werepl»2d 
and  eighty-seven  prizes  awarded 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  -,f 
fair  included  Mrs.  M  \  Peat  mL  r 
Germain,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Ara^M&£ 
2?1  ir«-    T.    P  Mrs    M 

Conrad.   Mrs.   I,   .Tand.-0,    Mrs    Jones 
MrsfcJ.   Kelley,  and    Mrs.    Richard 

\T\a\c.Vy  .<,  tqj,f  ■ 


BU^DJSAS*ES  TO  BENEFIT 

Y.e,stS8*V  and  again  Friday  the 
fashion  jyfieft  at  the  perfumery  and 
toinMas^xposition  and  beauty  cul- 
turlPfehok'  at  the  71st  Regiment  Arm- 
ory this  week  will  be  devoted  to  a 
benefit  for  the  Blind  Babies  Home  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  in 
Brooklyn.  Today  and  Saturday  the 
fashion  salon  will  be  conducted  in 
the  interest  of  the  Leake  and  Watts 
Orphan  Asylum. 


vr\e>  ican 
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BLIUL  HAS 
II  SIXTH  SENSE 

1  he  nme-worn  proverb,  "They 
have  eyes,  but  they  see  not;  ears 
have  they,  but  they  hear  not,"  took 
on  a  new  phase  yesterday  when  the 
New    York    American    interviewed 


Rosalie  Cohen,  seventeen,  a  blind 
girl,  who  has  been  an  inmate  of 
the  Sunshine  Home  and  School  for 
the  Blind,  at  No.  1256  Eighty-third 
street,  Brooklyn. 

If  this  age-old  axiom  were  to  be 
altered  to  conform  to  the  circum- 
stances of  this  sightless  girl,  it 
would  read:  "They  have  no  eyes, 
but  they  see  with  their  finger  tips; 
|  ears  have  they  that  hear  surpassing 
well." 

A  babyhood   illness   left   Rosalie 
blind,  so  that  she  has  no  knowledge 
of    flowers    as    things    of   brilliant 
hues;    sunshine  to  her  is   only  an 
unusual   glare   when    she    emerges 
irom    the    gloom    of    indoors;    she 
does    not    even    know    the    placid, 
smiling  outlines  of  her  own  face. 
But  she  professes  to   be  happy  in 
tne   shadows   of  darkness,   content 
with  her  sunny  disposition  and  the 
keenness  of  touch  that  makes  ob- 
jects  almost   visible   to   her   when 
she  feels  of  them  with  her  delicate 
fingers.   She  has  developed  a  sixth 
sense. 

Speaking  with  difidence,  as 
though  aware  of  her  shortcomings, 
>et  with  remarkable  versatility  for 
one  who  is  denied  the  help  of  a 
dictionary,  Miss  Cohen  dispelled 
the  popular  notion  that  the  blind 
must  of  necessity  be  miserable, 
commenting  that,  as  with  the 
sighted,  life  is  about  as  you  choose 
to  make  it.     She  continued: 

It  iseems  to  be  inherent  inme 
to  make  the  most  of  what  I  have 
and  I  try  to  be  content  with 
things  as  they  are,  instead  of 
making  myself  miserable  longing 
for  things  that  are  beyond  me 
Fortunately,  I  was  born  with  a 
love  for  music.  This  has  opened 
up  a  wide  avenue  for  study  and 
Practice,  and  J  want  no  greater 
Pleasure  than  to  sit  at  the  piano 
and  hear  the  melodies  pour  out 
to  (the  touch  of  my  fingers. 

"As   I  have  no  recollection  of 
ever  having  seen,  I  naturaly  do 
not  miss   my   sight   so  much.    I 
reel  that   my   eyes   are  growing 
stronger  and  in  time  I  hone  to  re- 
cover my  sight  completely.  But  it 
seems   as   though  a   kind   Provi- 
dence is  always  anxious  to  make 
amends  for  its  mistakes,  and   I 
have  gradualy  developed  an  un- 
usually keen  sense  of  touch  and 
hearing, 
"eople  thoughtlessly  imagine  tha+ 
the    lives    of    the    blind    must    be 
empty  and  without  sufficient  occu- 
pation, but  things  are  exactly  the 
opposite.     I  never  can  find   suffi- 
cient time  to  do  the  many  things 
I  should  like  to  do. 

"High  school  keeps  me  busy 
from  8:45  in  the  morning  until  al- 
most five  in  the  afternoon.  On 
Tuesdays  I  take  musio  lessons      I 


expect  to  go  to  college  and  eventu- 
ally become  a  vocal  and  piano  in- 
structor. Occasionally  we  form 
groups  and  go  to  concerts. 

"In  the  evening  I  do  my  home- 
™k'  ™s  I  accomplish  partly 
with  the  typewriter  and  partly  by 
having  the  lessons  dictated  to  me 
by  someone  while  I  perform  them 
m  braille. 

"So  you  see,  I  haven't  time  to 
find  things  dull.  I  believe  if  every- 
body tried  to  keep'constantly  busy 
there  would  be  less  time  to  think- 
ing  evil   and    J 

W0^L  would 

happ 


unshine  Is  a  Creed 
To  Mrs.  Alien; 

Talks  of  tier  Work, 
forBlindJBabiesi 


Give   me    the   blind    babies    and    t 
will  prove  to  you  that  they  will  make' 
*ood.»      Mrs.    Cynthia   Westover    AI- 
den      ^0^     nurse,      editor     and! 
author  cf  "Bushy."  said   tMa   (0 
Offlcia.  opposition  18  years 

rtLTf     &triVing  1°  maintain    th 
right   to   carry   on    her   special    edu- 
cation   of    blind     babies    and 
^ard    blind    children,    accord, 
her  own  theory  of  education. 

Last     week.      which  J 

Week,  when  ll.utn  ..... 
^musician    d 

r---^^eShSird 

rB-R*  Alde?   »  the   fouriflcr  oi 

Hghtful  tale   ofclftf.  *£*  £ 
Rockies,    which    is    in    i.,,<  ' 

^ograPhy,r^,^dJ'-' ;;;:,. -!- 

m  her  Sunshine  office  a<  B6  Bth'aw 
-arevToV'Sktd  Why  jl ■was«o     '. 

5^*1.    the    Pri^i^rS 

A^'  for  the  kindergar- 
„r$,S         s,le  was  asked 

"'ffcing:  at  )(s  ,.yes  wilh   j)s 


sight fin^  in+a  ^Perate -effort  for 

when  le£  tn  }°0'  the  blind  #»d 
vinen  lefi  to  its  own  resourcesJw-lii 
heat  its  little  head   against   th/crb 

in  thfVvtntfih??  U°  Special  pia« 
'ant,,  llmmed  ieV0^/^  ^  ^  ' 

Bro'ofc  SeketheHreSES     H°m*     * 

Proud  of  Biimf  Orchestra 
P'SSa^^ot  pride  to 
and  at  play  Mrs  Am'dren  at  work 
"These  vere  all  tr"  ;f,d,en  continued- 
a'l  functioning  in  n'  and  thp>'  *'* 
blind  orchestra       'ntelI,Sently.       our 

jazz  as  well  bcst  lnusic  and 

J-ear  and  every  d L  t  kmdergarten 
«'ith  the  unfofdineVf  t?  Warded 
expression  from,-  .  me  SOrt  °* 
The  music  denartm    "\    J"Ue     famHv 

ly   supped    w1thfu's  intdequatp- 

"■iends  come  to  1  ™  S>  but  ^nd 
and  Hum  anVU  wSC"e  *ver>-  now 
^  «tend  the  field  n/10"*'  J  h°P* 
n^t    year."    Vhen  °<-Ur   activities 

nope  you  will  ci  t ' \J0yfuIlv-  "T  do 
^olde/cwfd0renw!n0"Certwhi^ 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  !  ST  at  *»* 
You  win  then  hav-  a°"  April  81. 
conception  of  what™  ^UCh  clea'^ 
Plished."  Wftat  we  have  accom- 

Then    Mro       *  i  , 

school  depaVtml  uesU  defCribpd  the 
ranged       for    h„ "Io •        rhey  are    ar- 

["■eliminarv  Ke^,  °hiIdren  a 
kindergarten  3  SPten'  re^'ar 
number  i  and  2  pnmary    srades 

^2"  ff?   tK?T"  »«**  Mrs. 

««*■  of  school  sfnLn°  dr;eIop-  c°»- 

Part  singing  a„,  f  f'  so,°  singing 
is  wherl  Ruth  L'-'f'10  Iess°ns.  Here 
f!",dal«™«a  t£?  receded  the 
Pared  her  for  th^if  Mhich  Pre- 
isicWeektea\aPnTw,Hraanceatthe 
salie  Cohen  who  d  he:'P  also  Ro- 
medal  for  her  '\eo  h'"'^  a  ^°'d 
n""10  as  a  pianYs?  „°"  EQd  tech" 
from   babyhood  '    Was    educated 

SitiLshlne  Has  o,u-  Oreed 

thur^o^  uT^  in  (h^  ^r- 
Meets  (he  requiren^n  1  en-  expIained, 

enl    state  X     "n   -     °    <he  diffor- 
::'-"  «end     bund' h   ?       departxnenta 

"•  Home  Twentl  fitS  l0  Xhp  A''- 
States  have  J,  «  ,' V  fi,vo  different 
•nisinsfUu/ion  "•„  l'nd  children  to 
(ions  when  •? XL ?-der  present  cond;. 
ops  suffic  ent-v  'i:^''d  Chi,d  de^•el- 
preliminary  Kii,dJK2aloted  t0  thp 
Prom  there  it  Jo  ,„  ff "t0n  class, 
ten       r„Cf  fe         t0  tho  kindersar- 

P«-operJagonndd-°n  f*   "   '*    °™« 

Home  to  the  Stite  r,.\,  iT  Artftur 
c'ass  for  the  older  blirdPbllC  Sch°o1 
denChoTher  Surfh''    *fM  Mrs-  AI-  I 


ask:    'V' 
you  represent?'  Then  I  have  to  plead 
absolute   ignorance.   We    have    '.-.hole 
lay  Schools  as  branches  in  Meth- 
anol  Baptist   and    Presbyterian 
and  Episcopalian  and  Dutch.  Reform 
ches,   etc.   The  Jewish     congre- 
gations have  taken  up  the,  work.  How 
can  T  say  what  denomination  we  rep- 
resent? And  yet  it  may  bi    truthfully 
free  as  it  is  from  tho  me- 
chanics of  organization,   broad  as  its 
of    influenc  .    Sunshine    has    a 
creed.  If  I  were  to  follow  the  ordin- 
ation. T  might  say 
ds  but  t  hey  are  re- 
all    one. 
"Yes.    we    are    Confucians,    for    we 
id    oi)    the  i  little   courtesies  and 
?s    of    life    to    make    up    the 
which  one  must  stand 
or  fall,  we  are  Hindoos,  for  our  char- 
ivithin  i's  range  every  liv- 
ies,   for  pover- 
ty and   w<  ill   the  same   }0   us 
and    we    ii ml    I  hat   one    needkj   s.ymp>v 
as  often   as  tile   other; 
re    Epici 

liX   m   i 
enjoy  it.  too:     -v*  are  p;i.r- 
Worshlp- 
.  es.  of  course,  as  become*;  our  name. 
■m«s  to  the  vi- 
ed   mystic      significance    of    the 
lhal   shine  alike  or:  §hc  just  and 
i  nist;  we  in-'    Hebrews,  als.0, 
tor  we  do  not  believe  Injrntizzlin?: 


3> 


ox   that  treadcth    out  the   co-n;    bui 
most  of  all  we  are  Christians;,  for  it 
was    Christ    who    said:     "It    is    more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,'  and 
'Whatsoever     ye     would      that,     men 
should  do  to  you     do  ye  even  so,  to 
them.'  And  to  His  teaching  we  have 
no  addition   to   make;    we  only  insist 
that    it,    finds    its    briefest    formula- 
tion  as   a   guide    to    conduct,    in    the 
i   ru'o  which  thrills  the  very  ess. 
of     Cu-istianity — of     Christianity     |  s 
Christ    taught      it,      of      Christian!  y 
fctrippe^Lof  the   wordlines-s   of   mod- 
ferr     fa/Rons:      'Do     something-     for, 
<  uebu^^  quick.'  "  *«**#****' 
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SUNSHINE  BRANCH  TO  m 
ACTUAL  MEETING  APRIL  19 

•Tire  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for    the    Sli-HxL.w  ill    hold    its    annua! 

[meeting  at  the  Simsh;ine  Home  for 
.Blind  Babies,  Eighty'-folll'lll  street 
and        Thirteenth       avenue.  1 

Heights,    on    Saturday:,    April    19,    a; 
11   A.   M.     Mrs,   John    Alden   is  presio 

i  dent. 


S^ooKlun,    H.^..    fcaotV 


BlinjJ  Children  Show  Musical  Talent" 


At  the  recent  music  contest  in  the 
Bay  Ridge  High  School  these  chil- 
dren oi~  the  Sunshine  Home  for  the 
Blind  received  a  rating  of  75  percent, 
to  c^mTfefftiil  n  with  normal  children, 


for  their  orchestral  and  glee  c 
work.  The  Sunshine  Home  is  ma 
tained  by  the  International  Sunsh 
Branch  for  the  Blind  and  is  loca 
at  84th  st.  and  13th  ave.,  Dy 
Heights,  Brooklyn. 


VW\<eNs.    VtVy.  W^Ak 
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Q  lildren  of  Blind  Home 

Aijbong  Participants  Will  Be  the 

Winners     of    Two     Mrinson 

Conservatory  Scholarships 

A   concert   by   children    of   the    Sun- 
shine   Home   for    Blrid.JJahjas,    Dyker 


Heights,   Brooklyn^j***"fo"~be   given 
tha  afternoon  of  "April  21  at  the  He 


on 
Hotel 
Pennsylvania,    under    the    auspices    of 
the    Chicago.  Women   of  New  York,   it 
was  announced  yesterday.     Among  the  j 
players    will    be    Rosalie    Cohen    and; 
Ruth  Johnson,  both  of  whom  have  won( 
"scholarships  at  the   Munson  Conserva-  \ 
itory  of  Music.     In  addition  both  girls, 
attained    the    highest    averages    of    the 
pianists    at   the   district   contests   helo\ 
by  thrf1  New  York  Music  Week  Associa- 
tion,  in    district  No.    37,   and    are     to 
compete  in  the  borough  contests. 
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fIND  BABIES'  BENEFHL 
N.  Y.  HOTEL,  APRIL  n 

Plans    have   been    perfected    for    the.( 
Fifth"  Annual  Bcne'.lt  for  the  children 
of     the     Sunshine      Home     For     Blind 
Babies,  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  un- 
der   the    auspices    of    Chicago   Wi 
of    New    York,    of     which    Mrs.    H 
Willis  Phelps,   of  Vark   Hill,   is  presi- 
dent. _at  the  Hotel 'Pen- 
York    City,    Monday 
p.   m. 

The    Dyker    T 
Clee     Club,     under     the     dir 
Mrs.    Maud    A.     Tollefson     v 
feature  of  the  rich  program  prepared 
by  the  committee.     Others  on  the 
gram    include  .Elinore    Foster,    vi 
ist    ay  ■■"'    Miss    Elinor    Bennit 

FundJ  raised  will  be  used  to  hn 
tain    two    wards,    in    the    Bay    Ridge 
High    School. 

Tickets  may  be  secured  from  Mrs. 
Frederick  Mac  Isaac,  chalrlady  of  the 
benefit  at  Cedar  Knolls. 


hooKVun-   K^.,(^>\-*TAavd,-Ur\voT\. 

- A  P\  i  l        \3  ,    |<^  AW-  ■ 

T:nefit  Entertainment        ^ 
For  Blifjd  Babies  April  21 


An  exceptionally  fine  programme 
will  i.  o  given  by  the  children  of  the 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
I  ■  ity-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue,  Dyker  Heights  (maintained 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind),  at  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  afternoon  of  Monday, 
April    L'l. 

These  talented  children  who  are  to 
appear  at  their  fifth  annual  benefit, 
to  be  hekl  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Chicago  Women  ot:  New  York,  aptly 
illustrate,  the  fact  that  blindness  is 
a  handicap  which  can  be  largely 
overcome  bj  autosuggestion1 
in  I    tvaini 

'."he      Sunshine      Orchestra,      whose 

;;i|)   is   made   up   of   children 

ears  of  age,  and  directed 

Maude    A.    Tollefson,    will 

prove  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of 

the    entertainment.      Eleanor    Foster, 

who    holds    a    Munson    Conservatory 

scholarship,  and  is  attaining  a  degree 

of    excellence    as    a    violinist    rarely 

found  In  one  so  young,  will  play,  and 

the    programme    will    be   enriched    by 

recitations,     vocal     solos    and    choral 

ringing,     the    children     having    been 

trained    in    voice     culture     by     Miss 

Elcaricrr— Max  Bennett,    graduate   of 


:he   National  Conservatory  of  Music. 

It   is   in   order  to  obtain  funds   foi 
e  auxiliary  and  to  dem- 
it   the  fact  that  blind  children 
i  ttely    become    capable    and 
self-supporting  citizens  ,f  allowed  to 
continue    their    scholastic     education 
beyond  the  age  of  16  years  that  these 
annual  te'tefits  at  which  the  children 
themselves  provide  the  entertainment 
are  held.    Money  is' needed  at  present 
in    order    that    t.vo    of    the    auxiliary 
ward's,    Rosalie    Cohen    and    Eleanor 
th    of    whom    are    students 
of  marked  ability,  may  remain  at  the 
home    ar.<!    continue   their   studies   at 
the  Bay  Ridge  High  School. 

All  expenses  of  the  affair  will  be. 
paid  by  the  Chicago  Women  of  New 
York,  of  which  organization  Mrs.  Irv- 
ing Crane  is  acting  as  president  dur- 
ing the  a  iseiice  abroad  of  Mrs.  Henry 
Willis  Phelps,  Tickets  may  be  ob- 
tained at.  the  door  or  may  be  pur- 
chased ir,  advance,  of  the  chairman. 
Mrs.  Frederic  Mac  Isaac,  Cedar 
Knolls,  Jhonxvile,  N.  Y..  or  of  the 
h-iiman.  Mrs.  Josephine  M, 
Smart,  164  Eastern  parkway,  this 
bqrough,  or  of  the  chairman  of 
.  Mrs.  Edward  CaT«&w«^  131 
Riverside  Z)(riv«t  Manhattan. 


Tne  orchestra  which  will  render  the 
concert  is  composed  of  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  seven  and  sixteen, 
and  is  directed  by  Miss  Maude  A. 
Tollefson.  This  orchestra  won  a 
bronze  shield  award  in  the  Music  Week 
preliminaries. 

Proceeds  of  the  concert  will  go  for 
the  benefit  of  the  home,  and  also  to 
enable  Rosalie  Cohen  and  Ruth  John- 
son to  continue  there,  while  taking 
ichool  work'  at  the  Bay  Ridge  High 
■shool.  Expenses  of  the  concert  are 
o  be  met  by  the   Chicago   Women   of 

ew  York,  of  whom  Mrs.  Irving  Crane 

acting  president,  during  the  absence 
broad  of  Mrs.  Henry  Willis  Phelps. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the 
:hairman  of  the  concert  committee, 
drs.  Frederick  Maclsaac,  of  Bronx- 
ille;  the  vice-chairman,  Mrs.  Josephine 
\i.  Smart,  464  Eastern  Parkway,  Brook- 
yn,  or  from  the  chairman  of  the 
;ickets  committee,  Mrs.  Edward  Cald- 
yell,   131    Riverside    Drive. 
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Blind  Ckildreft  to  Aid  Home 


Fifth  Annual  Benefit  To  Be  Given  on 
April  21 

The  ^fth -annual  benefit  by  the  chil- 
dren orthe  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies,  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  will 
be  given  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel, 
Monday,  April  21,  at  2  p.  m.,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Women  of 
New  York.  The  Sunshine  Orchestra, 
whose  membership  is  made  up  of  chil- 


dren from  "seven  to  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  directed  by  Miss  Maude  A. 
Tollefson,  will  be  one  of  the  features 
of  the  program.  There  will  be  choral 
singing  under  the  training  of  Miss 
Eleanor  Bennett,  and  among  others  on 
1  the  program  will  be  Miss  Eleanore  Fos- 
|  ter,  violinist.  Miss  Rosalie  Cohan  and 
Miss  Ruth  Johnson  have  been  awarded 
medals  as  pianists. 

Funds  are  needed  to  enable  two  espe- 
cially gifted  students  to  remain  at  the 
Sunshine  Home  and  continue  their 
studies  at  the  Bay  Ridge  High  School. 
All  expenses  of  the  benefit  will  be  paid 
by  Chicago  Women  of  New  York  and 
the  gross  receipts  will  be  devoted  to 
the  needs  of  the  children.  Tickets  may 
be  had  at  the  door  or  from  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Maclsaac,  chairman,  Cedar  Knolls, 
Bronxville.  Miii** 
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BLIWD-CHILDREN  | 

TO  GIVE  CONCERT 

An  ofchestra  of  blind  children, 
severytiK  sixteen  years  of  age,  a 
talented  elind  child  violinist  and 
other  gifted  sightless  juveniles  will 
appear  on  the  program  of  the  fifth 
annual  benefit  of  the  SunsEine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
jnue,  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  this 
afternoon  at  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 
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Chest  Helps    Girl   Overcome 

/        Handicap   ofkjttindne$£ 

When  the  young  woman  who  acts  as  visitor  and  investigator  for 
the  /Spacuse  Society  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  entered  the  home 
of  jUthTr  Brennan  and  his  wife,  Violet,  and  saw  wee  Marjorie  lying 
In  Mr  cradle,  her  big  blue  eyes  unblinking  in  the  direct  rays  of  the 
sunr  the  visitor's   own   eyes   filled  with   tears. 

"Oh,  the  darling'"  she  exclaimed:    ''She  can't  see  at  all,  can  she?' 
•"Not   a    thing,"   replied    the    young    mother    mournfully.      "Isn't 
it    terrible?" 

"Yes,  it's  terrible*"  answered,  the  worker:  "But  we're  going  to 
see  whether  there  is  anything  to  be  done  and  if  there  is.  to  do  it." 

There  was  nothing  to  be  done  for  Marjorie  as  far  as  the  restora- 
tion of  her  sight  is  concerned:  But  her  case  has  been  taken  in 
hand  and  she  will  be  given  a  good  education  and  as  much  comfort 
and  happiness  as  can  be  possible  without  the  loss  of  sight.  When 
she  is  old  enough  she  will  go  to  school  and  if  she  should  show  a 
special  bent  in  any  one  direction — music,  for  instance — she  will  be 
helped  to  cultivate  it. 

The  association  is  at  present  supervising  the  care  of  three  blind 
babies  who  are  to1  be  prepared  for  the  meeting  of  life's  duties:  One 
is  of  foreign  parentage,  and  though  only  three  years  old  gives 
promise  of  more  than  normal  development.  Another  is  an  orphan 
and  the  State  Board  of  Charities  is  aiding,  yet  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  association  to  give  needed  instruction  to  those  caring  for  the 
little  one  and  to  see  that  he  is  properly  Instructed  when  he  reaches 
school  age. 

Surely  the  association  deserves  a  place  in  the  Community  CI 
\qjid  the  good  which  it  does  must  appeal  to  everyone  who  is  inJiwflSs'ted 
irrXlie  unfortunate. 
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Women  Who  Have  Done  Things  Worth  While 


A  Sunshine  Bringer 

ONE  day  a  little  blind  baby  was  brought 
into  the  office  of  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden  in  New  York  City  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  finding  a  home  for  the  helpless 
little  one  was  thrust  upon  her.  Her  sym- 
pathies were  at  once  aroused  and  the  problem 
before  her  naturally  led  to  investigation. 
She  was  horrified  to  find  that  the  city  officials 
had  taken  no  thought  for  blind  babies  except 
to  place  them  with  idiots  and  feeble-minded 
on  Randall's  Island.  This  was  certainly  no 
adequate  provision  for  sightless  little  ones, 
so  Mrs.  Alden  interviewed  the  mayor  of  the 
city.  He  listened  to  her  plea  and  promised 
to  help  in  getting  some  provision  made  in- 
dependent blind  babies.  Nevertheless  it 
took  four  years  before  she  secured  the  passage 
of  a  bill  appropriating  funds  for  the  care  of 
these  helpless  infants. 

But  Mrs.  Alden  was  not  content  to  leave 
the  care  of  them  to  others,  so  she  established 
two  homes  for  them,  one  in  Brooklyn  and  one 
in  Summit,  New  Jersey.  To  these  homes 
children  from  twenty-five  States  have  been 
sent;  only  about  eighty-five  can  be  accommo- 
dated. Fortunately  there  seem  to  be  a  very 
few  characteristics  of  the  ordinary  public 
institution  about  these  homes.  The  children 
who  are  old  enough  march  into  the  dining 
room  to  their  meals,  where  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  onlooker,  these  blind  little  ones 
find  their  own  chairs,  take  their  bibs  from 
the  back  of  them  and  actually  are  able  to 
put  them  on  themselves  without  help.  In- 
finite care  and  pains  have  been  taken  to 
teach  the  children  to  help  themselves.  By 
this  means  they  learn  the  sense  of  touch  and 
the  use  of  their  hands  so  they  can  dress  and 
undress  themselves  and  can  both  fasten  and 
unfasten  their  shoes. 

It  is  not  only  in  helping  themselves  that 
these  little  ones  are  being  trained.  Their 
playground  is  filled  with  devices  for  their 
amusement  and  enjoyment,  and  to  hear  their 
happy  laughter  as  they  shoot  the  chutes 
and  dance  the  one-step  is  a  joy  to  anyone. 
These  blind  children  are  also  formed  into  an 
orchestra  with  a  seven-year-old  boy  as  their 
leader.  Mrs.  Alden  is  the  presiding  genius 
of  it  all,  watching  over  everything  for  the 
development  of  the  little  ones,  with  the 
sympathy  of  a  .mother  and  the  wise  guidance 
of  one  who  understands  children.  She  h.ns 
surely  brought  abundance  of  sunshine  into 
the  fives  of  these  she  has  taken  under  her 
fostering  care. 

CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  was  born  in 
Afton,  Iowa,  graduating  from  the  Denver 
Business  College,  and  from  the  University 
of  Colorado.  Later,  she  won  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Literature  from  Alfred  University, 
New  York.  She  spent  her  girlhood  in  a 
Western  mining  camp,  where  she  learned  to 
ride,  shoot,  and  handle  a  lasso  like  a  cowboy. 
She  took  up  tent-making  for  a  time  while  in 


Colorado,  and  then  became  superintendent 
of  a  tent  factory.  Next  she  went  to  teach 
unruly  boys.  From  this  Western  fife  she 
moved  to  the  metropolis  of  New  York  City, 
where  she  sang  in  a  church  choir,  and  taught 
geology  and  bookkeeping. 

In  1887  this  versatile  woman  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Inspector  of  Customs. 
In  this  position  she  had  a  chance  to  display 
her  ability  in  speaking  five  languages — 
English,  French,  Italian,  German,  and  Spanish. 
In  1890  she  was  the  first  woman  who  received 
a  political  appointment  in  New  York  State, 
when  she  was  made  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Street  Cleaning.  While  holding 
this  office  she  often  managed  some  two  thou- 
sand laborers  a  day.  On  one  occasion  when 
the  captain  of  tugs  and  scows  was  ill,  she 
did  his  work  in  addition  to  her  own.  She 
was  known  as  the  poor  man's  friend  because 
of  the  interest  she  took  in  the  street  cleaners, 
each  of  whom  she  could  speak  to  in  his  own 
language. 

Then  she  made  a  radical  change  in  her 
life;  she  went  into  journalism  and  was  editor 
of  the  woman's  department  of  The  Recorder 
and  the  New  York  Tribune  for  three  years. 
She  also  did  editorial  work  on  the  staff  of 
the  Ladies'  Home  Journal  for  ten  years.  Her 
significant  work  for  the  benefit  of  others 
was  done  in  1896,  when  she  founded  The 
International  Sunshine  Society,  with  eighteen 
members;  it  now  has  a  membership  of  300,000. 
Its  membership  fee  is  to  do  one  act  each  day 
that  will  do  somebody  some  good.  "To  do 
the  thing  that  is  needed,  whenever  it  is 
needed,  whether  it  is  a  little  one  or  a  big 
one"  is  their  motto.  The  members  also 
agree  faithfully  to  pass  on  to  somebody  else 
any  article  that  may  come  into  their  pos- 
session that  still  has  life  in  it  but  for  which 
they  have  no  further  use.  Mrs.  Alden  is  the 
president  of  the  society,  and  has  been  named 
"the  sunshine  lady/'  a  title,  she  says,  which 
is  the  hardest  she  has  ever  had  to  five  up  to. 
There  are  branches  of  this  society  in  almost 
every  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  foreign 
countries.  The  carrying  out  of  the  promise 
taken  by  the  members  has  led  them  into 
all  sorts  of  service.  The  International  Sun- 
shine Sanitarium  in  Bensonhurst-by-the-Sea, 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  has  been  established 
by  them,  and  various  "rests"'  or  "lodges''  in 
other  localities.  Among  other  things  they 
have  also  taken  the  care'  of  the  blind  babies. 
The  Brooklyn  institution  takes  care  of  the 
New  York  City  children  who  are  sent  to  it 
from  the  charity  department,  and  also  chil- 
dren sent  from  private  families  who  pay  for 
their  care.  The  Arthur  Home,  Summit,  New- 
Jersey,  opens  its  doors  to  any  blind  baby 
for  which  can  be  secured  a  tuition  fee  of  one 
dollar  a  day.  Only  trained  helpers  are  em- 
ployed in  these  homes.  Nine  of  the  States 
of  the  Union  now  care  for  their  baby  blind, 
and  a  campaign  is  going  on  to  persuade 
other  States  to  do  likewise. 


rings  Sunshine 
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Mrs.  John  Alden  Abandoned  Career  as 
Editor  and   Writer  to  Devote 

Life  to  Their   Welfare 

By  Thyra  JEspenscheid. 


RUTHIE,  what  is  round  at  both  ends  and  high  in 
the  middle?"  The  speaker,  a- silvery  haired 
woman,  sat  on  a,  large  veranda  surrounded  by 
half  a  dozen  boys  and  girls.  Ruthie  repeated  the  ques- 
tion, her  face  aglow  with  interest.  She  made  a  wild" 
guess  at  the  answer  to  the  riddle,  then  she  made  an- 
other,   both   of   which    were   wrong. 

"I  can  guess  it,  Mrs.  Alden,  I  have  one  more 
chance  and   I  can  guess  it,"  said  the   child. 

"Let  me  help  you,"  said  Mrs.  Alden.  "You  learn 
geography,  Ruthie,  and  it  is  in  the  geography.  Now 
try  again." 

The  other  children  sat  very  still  and  after  a 
moment's   thought'  Ruthie   guessed    "mountain." 

"Wrong  again,"  said  Mrs.  Alden.  "Now  I  am 
going  to  tell  you  the  answer.  What  is  round  at  both 
ends  and  high  in  the  middle?  The  answer  is  'Ohio'." 
There  was  silence.  ■  The  children  had  not  grasped  the 
.answer.  "There  is  a  round  O  at  each  end  and  the  two 
middle  letters  spell  'HI,'  "  said  Mrs.  Alden.  There 
was  a  chorus  of  "O,  yes,"  and  "That's  a  good  one," 
and   the   children   clapped   their   hands. 

The  applause  attracted  some  other  children,  who 
had  been  sitting  on  the  lawn  and  by  twos  and  threes 
they  came  up  the  steps  of  the  veranda  and  stood 
about,  some  with  their  arms-  about  each  other.  The 
game  of  riddles  went  on  for  some  time  and  then  some 
one  asked  for  a  story.  "Well,"  said  Mrs.  Alden,  "it 
must  be  a  short  one,  for  it  is  near  dinner  time,"  and 
as  the  afternoon  sue  went  dowrn  in  a  blaze  of  glory 
Mrs.  Alden  told  her  little  audience  a  story  about  a 
little  girl  who  lived  far  away  in  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  whose  life  was  saved  from  a  big  black  bear  by 
her   little   pony. 


How  Her  Father's  Advice  Inspired 
Mrs.  Alden  s  Work  Among  Blind 

"If  there  is  any  good  in  me,  if  I  have  done 
good  of  any  kind  and  I  am  to  do  good  in  the 
future,  it  is  all  because  of  the  early  training  of 
my  dear  father,"  says  Mrs.  Alden.  "He  always 
said,  'Never  run  away  from  duty  because  you 
find  it  hard.  Be  strong  and  stick  to  your  job  to 
the  very  finish.  If  you  are  kind  to  old  people 
and  babies  you  will  find-  it  easy  to  be  kind  to 
everybody  else.'  " 


The   children    listened   attenti  nig   in    every 

word.  They  had  never  seen  a  sunset  or  a  pony  or  a 
bear.  These  children  were  blind.  The  story  Mrs. 
Alden  was  telling  was  a  part  of  the  story  of  her  own 
life,  a  life  filled  with  action  from  the  time  as  a  tiny 
baby  she  was  taken  west  by  her  father  to  blaze  the 
way  for  great  mining  operations  down  to  the  day  when 
she  gave  up  a  brilliant  literary  career  to  blaze  the  way 
for  a  new  charity,  that  of  caring  for  the  baby  blind. 

Although  brought  up  in  rough  mining  towns,  Mrs. 
Alden  did  not  lack  education.  Her  father,  Prof.  O.  S. 
Westover,  was  a  well-known  rmnsralogist  and  mining 
inspector  and  as  well  as  instructing  his  daughter  him- 
self he  had  her  instructed  by  the  miners  in  whatever 
they  excelled  in,  whether  it  was  target  practice  or 
speaking  a  foreign   language. 

At  seventeen  she  had  charge  of  a  district  school 
ten  miles  from  Denverr  Colorado.  After  graduating 
from  the  State  University  of  Colorado  she  came  to 
New  York  City  to  continue  her  musical  education,  but 
her  ambition  was  not  fully  filled  as  a  musician, 
although  she  sang  in  several  large  church  choirs,  so 
Ehe  took  a  civil  service  -atarninution  a^id  was  appointed 
an  inspectress  at  the  Custom  House,  where  her  shrewd- 
ness led  to  a  number  of  important  seizures  in  the 
customs  service. 

Her  next  appointment  was  to  a  position  in  the 
New  York  Street  Cleaning  Department,  where  hun- 
dreds of  Italians  were  employed.  She  was  able  to 
speak  their  language  and  became  known  among  them 
as  the  poor  man's  friend.  She  invented  a  new  form 
of  dump  cart,  now  in  use  in  many  European  cities, 
which  won  for  her  a  gold  medal  and  she  also  invented 
the  apparatus  known  as  a  "dingy"  used  to  gather  waste 
by  street  cleaners  in  all  countries.  On  leaving  the 
employ  of  the  city  Mrs.  Alden  took  up  newspaper 
work  and   magazine   writing. 

It  was  while  engaged  in  newspaper  work  that  her 
attention  was  attracted  toward  blind  babies.  "I  found 
out  that  the  State  did  nothing  for  its  blind  babi 
said  Mrs.  Alden.  "In  families  where  there  were  blind 
babies  these  children  were  left  in  a  crib,  not  taught 
to  walk  or  to  do  any  of  the  things  which  a  normal 
child  was  taught,  with  the  result  that  the  baby  either 
died  or  grew  up  mentally  deficient.  The  institutions 
put  the  lowest  age  for  admission  at  eight  years.  By 
that  time  a  child,  lacking  all  the  visual  impressions 
and   untaught,    had   commonly   ceased   to   be  teachable. 

"Too  many  of  the  adult  blind  are  absolutely 
dependent  persons,  without  grace,  without  poise,  with- 
out the  inner  life  that  means  so  much  to  all  of  us, 
the    life    of    imaginal  iich     books    and    thought 

develop.  Taken  in  babyhood  they  might,  in  most 
cases,    have    been    made   selfsupporting." 

The  International  Sunshine  Society  had  its  begin- 
ning in  the  newsroom  of  a  large  city  newspaper.  It 
was  composed  entirely  of  newspaper  and  magazine 
writers,  but  it  has  grown  to  have  a  membership  of 
nearly  -half  a  million,  with  branches  in  all  parts  of 
le    world.      It    was    incorporated    to    carry    happiness 


• 


Eleanor   Foster    in  hi I    {„iili»  '^'UTTn     Blind   GirLt, 

for  at  the  Sunshine  Home   and    do   kind    deeds   and   one   of   the   first    things    done 

iwas  the    establishment    of   a    blind    babies'    home   in   a 
three-room  flat  in  New  York  City.     That  was  in  1904. 

In  190  5  the  property  at  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn, 
was  secured  and  in  1907  twenty-five  children  had  been 
gathered  under  this  roof.  There  are  two  large  houses 
and  spacious  grounds  running  from  83d  st.  to  84th  st. 
near  13th  ave.  and  in  this  home  about  175  children 
have  been  eared  for  during  the  past  twenty  years. 
It  is  a  blind  babies'  home,  nursery,  hospital  and  kinder- 
garten combined.  Forty  children  sent  to  the  society 
as  more  blind  than  seeing  have  either  wholly  or 
partially  regained  their  eyesight — eyesight  sufficient  to 
take   them    out   of  the   class   known   as    blind 

In  1907  Sunshine  appealed  to  the  New  York  City 
Board  of  Education  to  place  the  Blind  Babies'  Kinder- 
garten Department  under  its  care.  Having  conformed 
with  all  the  rules  necessary  for  opening  such  a  school 
and  there  being  no  law  proclaiming  blind  children 
exempt  from  standing  rules  for  the  education  of  the 
young,  the  first  kindergarten  for  blind  children  under 
the  care  of  a  city  Board  of  Education  was  opened, 
using  as  a  schoolroom  the  kindergarten  room  of  the 
Dyker  Heights  Blind  Babies'  Home  and  enrolling  the 
children  of  the  home  as  the  first  blind  pupils  to  receive 
public  school  education  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

There  are  30  children  in  the  home  at  present.. 
They  attend  public  school  and  several  are  in  high 
school.  Their  report  cards  and  ratings  are  equal  to 
the  sighted  children. 

The    children     have    an    orchestra    of    brass    and 


stringed  instruments  and  give  several  concerts  each 
year.  Several  of  the  girls  have  won  music  scholarships 
and  intend  to  become  music  teachers  to  the  blind. 
The  home  at  Dyker  I-Ieig-hts  might  easily  be  taken  for 
a  conservatory  of  music  by  the  number  of  pianos  and 
musical    instruments    which    are    there. 

Mrs.  John  Alden,  founder  and  president  general 
of  the  Intei  national  Sunshine  Society,  is  responsible 
for  these  musical  instruments,  their  care  and  for  the 
teachers  who  teach  these  children.  The  children  also 
have  dancing  lessons  and  besides  doing  ballroom  danc--, 
ing  they  know  a  number  of  folk  dances  and  fancy  steps. 

Instead  of  groping  their  way  these  children  skip 
along  the  familiar  paths  of  the  home  grounds.  They 
recognize  each  other's  voices  instantly.  They  are  kind 
and  affectionate  toward  each  other  and  they  resent 
being  called  blind  children.  They  have  the  best  scien- 
tific and  medical  care,  with  trained  nurses  constantly 
in   attendance.      They   radiate   sunshine. 

Mrs.  Alden  has  traveled  all  over  the  United  States 
preaching  her  gospel  of  Sunshine  and  has  been  instru- 
mental in  having  laws  passed  in  nineteen  states  for 
the  ca>re  of  blind  babies.  Besides  the  home  at  Dyker 
Heights  she  has  established  a  similar  home  at  Summit, 
New  Jersey,  which  has  taken  care  of  223  children 
during  the  last  fifteen  years,  representing  twenty-five 
states    in   the    Union. 

It  was  for  this  work  that  Mrs.  Alden  gave  up  an 
editorial  chair  on  the  Ladies  Home  Journal,  put  aside 
her  articles  that  she  was  writing  for  other  magazines 
and  newspapers,  gave  up  the  idea  of  writing  the  books 
on  Western  life  that  she  had  planned,  resigned  from  a 
high  salaried  position,  to  bring  sunshine  and  happiness 
into  the  lives  of  those  for  whom  there  lay  nothing 
ahead   but  a   stretch   of   dark. 

"If  there  is  any  good  in  me,  if  I  have  done  good 
of  any  kind  and  if  I  am  to  do  any  good  in  the  future  it 
is  all  because  of  the  early  training  of  my  dear  father," 
said  Mrs.  Alden.  "Some  of  his  advice  comes  to  my 
mind  now.  He  always  said,  'Never  run  away  from 
duty  because  you  find  it  hard.  Be  strong  and  stick 
to  your  job  to  the  very  finish.  If  you  are  kind  to  old 
people  and  babies  you  will  find  it  easy  to  be  kind  to 
everybody  else.  Do  what  you  think  is  right  always 
and  don't  be  afraid  of  what  others  may  say.  It  doesn't 
make  much  difference  what  your  reputation  is  if  your 
character  is  all  right:  your  character  is  what  you  are 
and  not  what  people  think  you  are.  If  you  are  to  be 
only  a  dishwasher,  be  the  greatest  dishwasher  in  the 
world.' 

"When  the  first  blind  baby  was  brought  into  my 
office,"  continued  Mrs.  Alden,  "and  I  discovered  that 
there  was  no  special  provision  made  for  the  care, 
maintenance  and  education  of  the  baby  blind  I  felt 
like  deserting  and  showing  the  white  feather,  but  there 
was  father  and  his  never  dying  words  of  encourage- 
ment urging  me  on  to  what  seemed  to  be  a  duty,  that 
is  to  let  the  world  know  that  in  all  its  charities  it  had 
forgotten  to  do  anything  for  these  helpless  little  ones. 
"Ten  states  now  provide  for  the  education  of  their 
baby  blind,  thus  preventing  them  from  growing  up 
crippled  in  body  and  feeble  in  .mind.  The  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society  has  established  two  homes 
and  until  the  outside  states  furnish  institutions  for 
the  proper  care  of  the  baby  blind  the  Sunshine  homes 
will   ever   keep  their   doors  open." 
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Increased  Appropriation   Is 
Sought  for  Infants'  School, 
/  4  Brooklyn. 

SESSIONS   END    TONIGHT 

■ — * — 
Public  Program  Concluding 
Feature  of  State  Federa- 
tion Convention. 


Increased  state  appropriation  to 
enable  50  blind  infants  to  be  entered 
at  a""  school  at  Brooklyn  was  de- 
manded at  the  conventien  of  the  New 
York  State  Federation  of  "Workers 
for  the  Blind  in  session  yesterday  at 
the  Lighthouse  in  Catherine  street 

Only  20  children  in  the  kinder- 
garten and  home  for  blind  infants 
conducted  by  the  National  Sunshine 
society  at  Brooklyn  are  provided  for 
by  the  state,  speakers  declared,  and 
50  are  on  the  waiting  list. 

Compulsory  education  for  blind 
children,  that  sightless  youths  may 
learn  a  trade  and  become  indepen- 
dent, will  be  urged  6f  the  legislature 
by  the  federation's  legislative  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Col.  A.  M.  LeRose 
of  Brooklyn,  Spanish  war  veteran 
and  former  lawyer. 

A  comedy  farce  on  psycho  analysis, 
"Suppressed  Desires,"  was  presented 
in  Little  theater  last  evening  by 
Blind  Players'  Club,  Inc.,  Brooklyn,  a 
dramatic  organization  of  10  years'  ex- 
perience. The  participants  were  Miss 
Helena  Kline,  Miss  Alice  Vanden- 
Ryken,  Miss  Margaret  Smith  and 
Miss  Catherine  Donnelly. 

Miss  Grace  Keator,  New  York,  was 
elected  director-at-large  of  the  state 
association.  The  new  board  wiil 
meet  today  and  elect  officers. 

A  conference  with  New  York  state 
commission  of  the  blind  at  10  o'clock 
this  morning  at  the  Lighthouse  and  a 
public  entertainment  in  the  Boys' 
club  this  evening  will  conclude  the 
program. 

Among  delegates  is  the  state  presi- 
dent, William  C.  Gorse,  New  York. 
Blind  since  he  was  10,  Mr.  Gorse  has 
acted  as  music  teacher,  organist, 
state   blind    commission   field,  secre- 


tary,   and   is    owner   of   a   successful 
newspaper  stand  in  the  metropolis. 

A  move  to  enlarge  usefulness  of 
Syracuse  Association  of  Blind  Work- 
ers by  enlistment  of  more  blind  per- 
sons at  dues  of  25  cents  a  year  was 
launched  yesterday. 
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BROOKLYN  WOMAN'S  WILL 


Widow  of  Col*  Geo.    W.   Thompson 
Left   Bulk  of  Estate  to  Son. 

The  Mrfuof  Mrs.  Josephine  M.  Thomp- 
son, widow  of  Colonel  George  W.  Thomp- 
son, filed  yesterday  in  the  Surrogate's 
Court,  Brooklyn,  directs  her  executors 
to  pay  $5,000  to  her  maid,  Marlon  War- 
ner, and  $2,000  to  her  cook,  Daisy 
Owens  of  2314  North  Albion  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Mrs.  Thompson,  who  died  on  Sept.  26, 
at  her  residence,  64  Greene  Avenue, 
made  cash  legacies  of  about  $60,000. 
The  -value  of  the  estate  is  said  to  be 
less  than  $10,000  in  realty  and  more  than 
$10,000   in   personal   property. 

Ralph  H.  Thompson,  son  and  executor, 
655  Park  Avenue,  Manhattan,  receives 
Mrs.  Thompson's  shares  in  the  Diamond 
Mills  Paper  Company,  the  number  of 
which  and  value  are  not  stated,  and 
the  residuary  estate.  There  are  legacies 
of  $8,000  each  to  a  brother,  Samuel  S. 
Mortimer,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
two  nieces,  Eleanor  M.  Hackley,  46 
South  Clinton  Avenue,  East  Orange,  and 
Josephine  Wykes,  633  East  Sixteenth 
Street. 

Bequests  of  $3,000  each  are  made  to 
the  International  Sunshine  for  thp  ruinri 
and _  the  Industrial  Home  for/h 
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Lieut.    Col.    Wallace    M.    Craigle,    U.    S. 
A.,    and   $1,000    to   Lieut.    Col.    Charles 
G.    Mortimer,   U.    S.   A.     These 
are  nephews^. 
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Blind  GirVs  Playing  Sways  Ffe&zts 


,. ...   i 


(NEWS  photo) 

SUNSHINE  yesterday  en- 
tered heart  of  Eleanor  Fos- 
ter, 17,  inmate  of  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind,  Brooklyn. 
For  women*yr(!TuT?*having 
heard  of  her  ability  with 
violin,  gave  her  a  master 
violin  more  than  100  years 
old.  And  then  —  how  she 
played  in  thanks! 
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THE    ORCHESTRA   AND     GLEE    CLUB  OF  THE  SUNSHINE  HOME  FOR  THE  BJJjSfis 
gXhc  cliiltlren  in  this  little  orchestra  are  completely  deprived   of  their  sight,   and  yet  they 
have  surmounted   that   obstacle  and  have  developed  into  accomplished    musicians 
The    Home    is   maintained   by   the   International    Sunshine     Branch     for 
the     Blind     at     Eighty- fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  avenue. 
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EDWIN  GOULD  GIVES 

A  BLIND  BABIES  $10,000 


when  ah©  opened  her  mail  this 
morning,  MrB.  John  Alden,  founder 
of  tt»e  International  Sunshine  Homes 
£0r'B\in&  Babies,  received  a  check 
Tor  $10,000  from  Edwin  Gould.  The 
check  was  accompanied  by  a  short 
letter  stating  the  purpose  of  the  gift. 

The  money  will  be  equally  divided 
between  the  two  homes,  one  at  84th 
St.  and  18th  ave.,  Brooklyn;  the 
other  at  Summit,  N.  J.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  are  at  96  6th  ave., 
Manhattan. 

This  is  the  largest  check  which 
Mrs.  Alden  has  received  for  her 
charitable  work.  There  have  been 
over  400  blind  babies  cared  for  by 
the  Society,  and  42  of  these  have 
recovered  their  sight.  _^.«.nu«"H 
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10,000  GIFT  B0( 

TO  BLIND  BABIES 

1    -^^ 

Gould  Donation  Permits  Many 
Needed  Repairs. 

"I  haven't  recovered  from  the  sur- 
prise yet,"  said  Mrs.  John  Alden. 
president  and  founder  of  the  homes 
for  blind  o.^jles  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  when  discussing 
'.he  gift  of  $10,000  sent  her  yesterday 
>y  Edwin  Gould  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Two  contracts  which  had  remained 
unsigned  calling  for  needed  repairs 
>n  both  the  Brooklyn  and  Summit 
lomes,  have  been  signed  since  re- 
viving the  Gould  gift. 

"The  roofs  of  the  Brooklyn  honfo 
it  84th  st.  and  13th  ave.,  needed  to 
placed,"  said  Mrs.  Alden.  "Mr. 
jould's  check  came  just  when  I  net-d- 
id  it  most." 
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Financier  Makes  Gift 
Of    $10,000    to    Assist? 
Sunshine  Society  Work 


EDWIN   GOULD 


TO  AID  THE  BLIND 


Brooklyn  Sunshine  Home  Gets 

$5,000  of  Gift  Sent  by 

Noted  Financier. 

Mrs.  John  Alden  founder  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Blind  Babies- 
Homes,  Nurseries,  Hospital  and 
Kindergarents  combined,  today  found 
in  her  morning  mail  a  short  letter 
from  Edwin  Gould,  only  five  lines. 
saying  that  he  was  sending:  a  check 
for   $10,000   for   the   blind    under   her 


care. 


Five  thousand  dollars  was  given  to 
the  Brooklyn  Home,  Eighty-fourth 
street  and  Thirteenth  avenue  (main- 
tained by  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind),  and  ?S,00O  to 
the  country  Homa  in  .Summit,  New 
Jersey,  maintained  directly  by  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  with 
headquarters  at  9  6  Fifth  avenue, 
New    York    City. 

Eight  of  the  blind  girls  from  these 
two  institutions  were  guests  of 
Edwin  Gould  last  summer  at  the 
Gould  camp  at  Pelham  Bay  and  that 
if  how  Mr.  Gould  got  interested -in 
the   work. 

Mrs.  Alden  said  that  at  no  time  in 
the  life  of  her  work  for  the  blind  had 
she  received  such  help. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Sun- 
shine Department  for  the  Blind,  the 
Sunshine  members  have  cared  for 
over  four  hundred  blind  babies  and 
small  blind  children.  Out  of  this  num- 
ber forty-two  have  regained  their 
eyesight  and  have  been  sent  home  as 
more  seeing  than  blind. 

"To  save  the  sight  of  one  child," 
sajd  Mrs.  Alden.  "pays'  for  all  the 
Work  we  have  done."  Many  of  the 
babies  that  were  supposed  to  be  help- 
less and  too  frail  to  live,  have  gone 
through  grammar  school  and  high 
school  and  several  are  in  college. 

When  asked  what  would  be  her  first 
expenses  to  be  met  by  this  money. 
Mrs.  Alden  -replied,  "if  it  pleases  Mr. 
Gould.  I  would  like  to  see  several  of 
the  children  go  to  high  school." 
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TEN  COMMANDMENTS 
OF  HEALTH  GIYEN 

eep  Mouth  Closed  When  An- 
gry, One  of  Those  Laid  Down 
by  Dr.  Darlington. 


EDUCATION     WEEK     CLOSES 


Exposition     Is     Established     as     an 

Annual  Event  and  Permanent 

Headquarters  Is  Opened. 


J  The  first  annual  American  Education 
|  Week  Exposition,  which  has  been  in 
progress  at  tne  Ninth  Regiment  Ar- 
mory, Fourteenth  Street  and  Sixth  Ave- 
nue, since  Nov.  21,  ended  last  night. 
The  closing  address  was  made  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Darlington,  former  Health  Com- 
;'  missioner   of   New   York. 

In     the    afternoon     the    children's    or- 

a  from   the  Blind  Babies  Home  at 

Byker     Heights.     Biwiklyn,     maintained 

by   the    International    Sunshine    Society, 


gave  a  program  of  classical  and  instru- 
mental music.  At  night  pupils  of  the 
Blsa  Pohl  dance  studio  gave  a  demon- 
stration of  dance  instruction  methods 
and  young-  students  of  the  Ceorge  Cole 
dance  studios  presented  a  program. 

Dr.  Darlington  offered  last  night 
what  he  called  his  "Ten  Health  Com- 
mandments."     They    were: 

1.  Keep  your  mouth  closed  when 
breathing,  also  when  angry. 

2.  Drink  cooij  water  with  your-meals, 
also  between  them. 

3.  Bathe  daiiy.  a  shower,  if  possible. 

4.  Eat  slowly,  this  leads  to  eating 
sparingly.  AiaKC  your  meal  a  ceremo- 
nial pleasure.  . 

5.  Exercise  daily  and  breathe  deeply 
while  so  doing,  but  avoid  over-exert, on 

1    and  never  eat  when  fatigued. 

ti.  Never  read  or  transact  any  busi- 
ness while  eating. 

7.  Work  ten  hours,  sleep  eight  and 
use  the  balance  for  recreation  and 
meals.     Always  rest  on- Sunday. 

8.  Ever  keep  a  contented  mind. 
Equanimity  means  longevity. 

!).   Neglect    no    portion    of    the    body. 
Employ  a  physician  to  examine  you  at 
regular  intervals  and  so  watch  for  the 
beginnings  of  disease  and  build  vp  re- 
sistance and  pay  some  attention  to  his 
opinion    and    direction. 
10.  Moderation  in  all  things. 
"The  enforcement  of  law  is  better  done 
by    education    ti»  in    by    penalties."    said 
Dr.      Darlingtop.      "Eighty     to     90     per 
cent,   of  the  infectious  diseases  originate 
in  the  mouth,  where  the  bacteria  breed. 
There  would  not  be  so  many  bacteria  if 
people  would   brush   their  teeth   oftener, 
and   there  would   be  fewer  sore  throats. 
There  would   be   much   less   tonsillitis   in 
children   if  their  teeth  were  brushed  be- 
fore   going    to    bed.      Brush'    your    teeth 
seven  times  a  day,  before  and  after  each 
meal  and  before  going  to  bed." 

The  American  Education  Week  Expo- 
sition is  now  established  as  an  annual 
event,  it  was  announced,  and  permanent 
headquarters  of  the  committee  of  the 
exposition  will  be  maintained  at  the 
Hotel  Majestic.  Seventy-second  Street 
land   Central   Park   West. 

-Aj  e  ce  m  pe'v     i  ,  \ <\  3,4.  . 

SUNSHINE  HOME  FOR  SU&lflL 
CHlLDgftN  IN  ANNUAL  PLAY 

Tiii-  qWldren  from  the  Sunshine 
Homeiwo^  Blind  Babies  made  their 
annual  appearance  in  an  entertain- 
given  last  evening  at  the  Woodlawn 
Reformed  Church,  Avenue  N  and 
East 'Tenth  street.  The  children  were 
carried  from  and  to  the  homo  by 
motorcars.  Many  donations  of  fruits, 
vege  ables,  cereals  and  canned  goods 
were  mads  by  members  of  the 
congregation. 

The,  alterations  of  the  church 
building  have  been  so  far  completed 
that  a  heating  plant  has  been  in- 
stalled and  is  in  opera  ion  so  that 
services  may  be  held  in  comfort. 
Services  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  alteration,  even  at 
the  time  the  church  was.  moved  from 
its  old  location  near  East  Nintl 
street.         ^ 
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WILL  BESTOW  HONO 
ON  MRS.  C.  W.  ALDE 
FOR  SUNSHINE  WORK 


I\rfs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  of 
Brooklyn,  president-general  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  is  to 
be  honored  by  the  planting  of  a  third 
tree  in  the  honor  grove  of  Central 
Park,  where  trees  can  be  planted 
cnly  m  honor  of  living  women  who 
have  contributed  distinguished  serv- 
ice to  women  and  children.  Two 
already  have  been  placed  by  the.  (?ity 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  in 
honor  of  Mrs.  Belle  De  Revera,  hon- 
orary president,  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Slack,   president  of  the  federation. 

The  honor  to  Mrs.  Alden  was  be- 
stowed yesterday  afternoon  by  the 
Southern  Division  of  the  Sunshine 
Society  of  New  York  State  at  the 
annual  meeting  at  the  Hotel  St 
George.  She  was  proposed  by  Mrs. 
Edward  Hawxhurst  of  Brooklyn 
Branch,  No.  5.  The  occasion  was 
the  21st  .birthday  party  of  the  divi- 
sion and  was  presided  over  by  Mrs 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  president. 

Medals  for  special  service  in  Sun- 
shine work  were  presented  to  Flori 
da  (Orange  County)  Branch  for  its 
contributions  of  fruit  and  jellies  for 
Christmas  work  in  the  city;  to 
Brooklyn  Branch,  No.  5,  for  the 
largest  delegation  attending  the  con- 
vention at  Newark,  and  to  the  Will- 
ing Workers  Branch  of  Glen  Cove 
L.  I.,  for  its  prompt  response  to  spe- 
cial appeals.  Personal  pins  were 
presented  to  Mrs.  Otto  G.  Henighe, 
president  of  the  Bay  Ridge  Reading 
Club,  who  was  a,  guest  of  honor,  and 
to  Mrs.  Esther  A.  Coster,  represent- 
ing The  Eagle,  for  the  kindness 
shown  the  Sunshine  Society  In  The 
Eagle  columns.  In  presenting  th>> 
pins  Mrs.  Alden  said.  "May  you 
never  have  more  shadow  in  life  than 
is  necessary  to  temper  the  glare  of 
:ho  sun." 

There  was  a  general  feeling  of 
..ptimism  about  the  Christmas  work 
lie  often  expressed  sentiment  being 
hat  less  Christmas  dinners  were 
leeded  this  year  because  there  are 
'traces  of  prosperity  where  pros- 
perity never  before  lifted  its  head." 
The  appeal  in  Helen  Worth's  column 
n  The  Eagle  for  a  wheel  chair  was 
lassed  on  to  the  committee,  as  a 
ihair  is  now  available. 

In  accepting  the  honor  of  the  tree 
planting  Mrs.  Alden  quoted  a  verse 
\bout  roses:  "I  want  them  now — 
not  when  I'm  dead,"  and  expressed 
her    pride    in     the    great 
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HAPPINESS  AT  KL1ND  HOME. 

The  Industrial  TT  inn  lini  jfaj  Blind 
at  512-524  Gates  avenue  was  remem- 
bered by  their  friends  on  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day.  Thirty-five  turkeys  were 
received  from  Mrs.  S.  Kreing,  Mr. 
William  Starr  and  Mr.  George  B 
Case.  This  generous  present  was 
greatly  increased  by  the  students  of 
Public  School  No.  45,  who  sent  fruit. 

■4JTOO  r\\.v\n  ,    K-Vy.,    \\vr\ec, 
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Sunshine  Society  in  \ 
21st  Annual  Meeting 

e  twenty-first  annual  luncheon 
and  meeting  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  was  held  todaym 
west  grill  of  the  Hotel  St.  George. 
Representatives  from  fourteen  coun- 
ties comprising  the  southern  divla-. 
Ion  attended.  Mrs.  Nellie  C.  Fur- 
man,  president,  was  the  chairman. 

The  principal  guest  of  honor  was 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  the 
president-general  and  founder  of  the 
society.  Mrs.  Alden  spoke  of  the 
work  done  by  the  International  So- 
cket st«4jJ£tlieBnndBabies.  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward  Hawx'lufrsY."  of  Baldwin,  Long 
Is  x.nJ,  proposed  that  a  tree  be 
planted  in  Central  Park  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Alden  for  tlie  work  she  had  done 
•  for  the  blind.  The  resolution  wae 
passed  upon  and  agreed  to.  and  next 
October  a  tree  will  be  planted. 

The  other  guests  of  honor  were: 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Force,  director;  Mrs.  Otto 
G.  Heinigke,  president  Bay  Ridge 
Reading  Club,  and  Miss  Katherine 
Foster,  president,  International  Sun- 
shine Department  of  the  Blind. 

This  winter  the  society  is  going  to 
depart  from  its  usual  custom  of  giv- 
ing Christmas  dinners  entirely  and 
.devote  more  time  to  the  individual 
needs  of  the  blind.  The  society  re- 
ports that  it  paid  special  heed  to  a 
request  made  through  the  "Haven  O' 
Help'  department  of  the  Brooklyn 
Daily  Times,  so  that  one  poor  woman 
badlv  in  need  of  a  wheel  chair  was 
made  happy  by  receiving  one.  ^The 
society  reports  that  it  has^fli^^noxe 
chairs  to  give  to  wort" 
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Blind  children,  formed  <nto  * 
complete  orchestra,  will  he  brought 
twauy»mles  tomorrow  night,  from 
th/  IntVnatioual  Sunshine  Branch 
lof/flie^lliml.  to  play  at   the  cheer- 


inV  Sunday  night  service  at  Chel- 
sea Methodist  Church.  A  number 
of  nimble,  skillful  children  from 
six  years  of  age  up  from  the  Na- 
tional Stage  Children's  Association 
will  attend  and  help  with  the  pro^, 
gram.  ^««*i*^^ 

Vvxr  UovK.  NMJ, .  VWaU-f-nUne. 

Santa  in  Many 
Disguises  Helps 
Cheej  150,000 

Reli$  jtgenci&s  Send  Deli- 
cacies to  Many  Homes; 
6,500  Youngsters  Enjoy 
;  Pilgrimage    to    Toy  town 

Children  'Seize'  Warships 

Officers  and  Men  Surrender 
and  Make  Gifts  to  Alii 
Prisoners    Enjoy    Feasts 


Santa  Claus,  in  a  thousand  different 
disguises,  playod  host  yesterday  to  the 
city's  needy  At  least  150,000  men, 
v.-omen  and  children,  whose  enjoyment 
of  Christmas  was  dependent  ori  the 
generosity  of  others,  had  a  joyous 
holiday.  Virtually  every  society  and 
institution  in  the  greater  city  devoted 
its  resources  to  the  celebration. 

When  the  stroke  of  midnight  ended 
the  holiday,  there  was  not  a  man,  wom- 
an or  child  who  publicly  expressed  a 
willingness  to  share  «n  the  city's 
bounty  that  did  not  have  some  form 
of  holiday  entertainment  made  imme- 
diately available.  Thousands  of  chil- 
dren, ill,  crippled  or  homeless,  were 
entertained  at  dinner  and  Santa  Claus 
parties,  and  thousands  of  others  dined 
on  delicacies  sent  to  their  "homes  by 
relief  agencies.  Children  or  hospital 
cots  had  lighted  and  decorated  trees 
brought  to  them  and  a  hundred  Santas 
brought  gifts  to  their  beds. 

White  Christmas  for  a  Time 

The  slight  snow  that  covered  the 
ground  with  a  thin  blanket  at  break- 
fast time  remained  only  long  enough 
to  make  good  on  the  forecaster's  prom- 
ise that  it  would  be  a  "white  Christ- 
mas." It  melted  under  the  sun's, 
warmth,  but  with  rt-did  -not.  melt  the 
spirit  of  charity  that  brought  ii  pro^ 
fusion  of  services-  to  the  sick,  the 
needy,  the  friendless.;  Jail  inmates 
were  remembered  in  some  way  by 
benevolent  agencies,-  and  throughout 
the  city  there  was  a-  profusion  of  gifts, 
Christmas  dinners  and  even  presents 
of  money. 

For  those  not  dependent  on  charity 
for  their  entertainment  there  were  the 
usual  religious  and  musical  services, 
the,  theaters  and   dozens  of  entertain- 


ments at  the  hotels.  But  this  was 
only  the  usual  Christmas  and  made  no 
records.  Charity  organization  officials 
said,  however,  that  never  before  had 
there  been  such  a  response  to  Christ- 
mas appeals,  which'had  made-  it  pos- 
sible to  care  in  soiiie:  way  for  all  who. 
needed  help. 

50,000  Dinners  Distributed 

Two  organizations,  the  Salvation 
Army  and  the  Volunteers  of  America, 
gave  more  than  50,000  dinners  to  fam- 
ilies to  whom  Christmas  had  looked 
to  be  a  bleak  and  empty  holiday. 

The  most  elaborate  programs  to 
make  unfortunate  children  happy  were 
carried  out  in  the  hospitals.  Prepara- 
tions were  made  long  in  -advance  so 
that  each  child  cou1d"^ct  a':  gift  from' 
Santa  Claus.  Decorated,  trees,  ranging 
from  small  ones  to  th'e^huge  tree  with 
240'  lights  at  Fordn*HM-:"Hospftal,-were 
placed  in  the  wards  for  the  delight 
of  the   ill   or   crippled. 

For  the  children  riot  "in  hospitals  the 
relief:  agencies  contributed  food,  cloth- 
ing and  other  gifts.  This  work  was 
supplemented  by  special  entertainments 
arranged  by  individuals.  Perhaps  none 
of  these  had  a  better  time  than  400 
orphan  children  who  were  guests  of 
the  sailors  of  the  battleships  Wyoming 
and  Arkansas  in  the  New  York  Navy 
Yard. 

Children  "Command"   Warships 

From  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
late  in  the  afternoon  the  children  as- 
sumed command  of  the  big  vessels, arid 
were  entertained  by  the  officers  and 
men,  who  had  decorated  trees  and  hung 
up  gifts  for  each  child.  The  children 
ate  with  the  sailors  in  the  mess  rooms 
and  later  went  over  the  ships,  guided 
by  their  hosts. 

One  of  the  largest  entertainments 
for  children  was  at  the  Hippodrome, 
where  6,500  filled  the  theater  and  later 
went  through  the  Hippodrome's  toy- 
town.  They  received  candy  and  pres- 
ents from  a  large  tree.  Scores  of 
others  received  gifts. at  the  Republican 
clubhouse,  Twenty-third  Street  and 
Eighth  Avenue. 

The  500  prisoners  in  the  Tombs  had 
a  holiday  dinner  of  chicken  soup, 
celery,  chicken  fricasee,  mashed  pota- 
toes, '■  turnips,  sweet  potatoes,  cran- 
berry- sauce,  mince  pie,  coffee  and 
fruit.  The  1,375  prisoners  at  Sing 
Sing  had  a  chicken  dinner  and  at- 
tended a  vaudeville  show. 

Turkey  Dinner  in  Ludlow 

A  turkey  dinner  was  served  to  thirty- 
three  pi-isoners  in  Ludlow  Street  jail 
by  Warden  John  Kane.  Fruit,  candy- 
and  cigars  sent  to  them  by  friends 
were  'received  through  a  small  open- 
ing ip.   the  grilled   jail   door. 

Forty-five  prisoners  at  the  West 
Side  Court  prison  enjoyed  an  impos- 
ing turkey  dinner.  Magistrate  Levine 
lighted  a  tree  in  the  corridor  of  the 
court  and  distributed  gifts  to  neigh- 
borhood children  that  jlay  about  the 
court. 

Warden  Peter  A'.  Mallbn  attended 
the  Christmas  dinnet given,  to" ."the  fifty 
women  held  in  Jefferson  Market  prison, 
which  was  followed  .by  religious  serv- 
ices and  a  song  program.  -•  At  the 
Catholic  Protectory  of  the  Christian 
Brothers,  the  Bronx,  2,100  boys  arid 
girls  took  part  in  outdoor  games  and 
received  fruit  and  candy  from  a 
Christmas  treV  Smaller  trees  were 
placed  in  each  dormitory. 

More  than  1,000  seamen  ate  dinner 
and  received  clothing  at  the  Seamen's 


Church  Institute,  25  South  Street, 
fining  in  relays  at  the  restaurant  on 
the  main  floor.  Forty-five  nations  were 
represented  among  the  guests.  The 
dinner  was  followed  by  a  concert. 

3,000  Served  on  the  Bowery 

The  Bowery  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  8  East 
Third  Street,  served  3,000  men  with 
live-cent  turkey  dinners,  using  1,200 
pounds  of  turkey  and  400  pies.  One 
hundred  baskets  of  food  were  distrib- 
uted among  poor  Italian  families  of 
the  East  Side  by  the.. Lafayette  Boys, 
whose  clubhouse  is  at  216  -Lafayette 
Street. 

The  Level  Club,  .157th|  Street  and 
St.  Nicholas  Avenue,  the  larzest  Mason- 
ic club  in  the  city,  gave  its  Christmas 
entertainment  to  1,000  children  of  Pub- 
lic School  47,  and  took  them  to  and 
from  the  party  in  automobiles.  TheTe 
was  a  big  tree,  music  and  gifts  dis- 
tributed by  Teddy  Fenstermacher,  v/ho 
had  the  role  of  Santa  Claus. 

The  Progress  Club,  1  West  Eighty-  j 
eighth  Street,  was  host  to  500  children 
from  the  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum,  the 
East  Side  Free  School,  Hospital  for 
Joint  Diseases,  the  Jewish  Temporary 
Shelter  of  Yonkers,  the  Federation  Set- 
tlement and  the  United  Hebrew  Chari- 
ties. The  children  were  taken  to  the 
club   in  busses. 

Lichtenstein  Plays  Santa 
David  Lichtenstein,  a  retired  depart- 
ment store  owner,  played  Santa  Claus 
and  discended  a  chimney  on  the  stage. 
He  distributed  toys  and  dolls  from  a 
Christmas  tree  that  also  yielded  gold 
pencils  for  the  older  boys  and  cake 
and  candy  for  all.  The  wives  of  the 
members  served  lemonade  and  sand- 
wiches. 

Thirty-five  small  patients  at  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Hospital  enjoyed  a  party 
given  last  night  by  the  Laura  Franklin 
Delano  Foundation  of  the  hospital.  A 
tree  and  evergreens  transformed  a 
ward  downstairs  into  a  party  room, 
and  a  Santa_Claus  appeared  with  gifts. 
The  nurses  and  physicians  led  the  chil- 
dren in  Christmas  carols  and  sang 
carols  on  every  floor  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  grown-up  patients. 

The  Brooklyn  lodge  of  Elks  gave 
away  13,000  baskets  of  food  and 
clothing  and  other  social  and  political 
organizations  distributed  toys,  delica- 
cies and  staple  foods  to  the  needy.  The 
shipyard  workers  employed  by  William 
H.  Todd,  in  Brooklyn,  distributed  food, 
clothing  and  toys  bought  with  $30,000, 
of  which  sum  Mr.  Todd  contributed 
half. 

1,700  Feted  at  Dry  Dock 

More  than  1,700  children  were  enter- 
tained at  the  Robins  Dry  Dock  with  a 
Christmas  tree  and  the  shipyard  band. 
The  boys  got  baskets  containing  .over- 
coats, shoes  and  suits,  while  the  girls 
received  dresses,  hats,  dolls  and  candy. 
Enough  food  to  last  several  days'  was 
given  in  baskets  to  adults. 

Mr.  Todd  and  others  assumed  ^ the 
roles  of  Santa  Claus. 

American  Legion  posts  in  Brooklyn 
also  gave  away  toys  and  Christmas  din- 
ners, while  in  all  institutions  in  the' 
borougl-  special  dinners  and  entertain- 
ments were  prepared. 

In  the  Brook  Naval  Hospital  on 
Flushing  Avenue,  250  disabled  sailors 
had  Christmas  dinner  and  were  enter- 
tained by  Red  Cross  nurses  with  carols. 
New  books,  magazines,  dictionaries  and 


cross'^worcl  puzzles  were  distributed. 
Marines  stationed  at  the  navy  yard 
barracks  were  allowed  liberty  after 
dinner,  as  were  the  sailors  on  the  craft 
tied  up  in  the  yard. 

About  a  thousand  West  Side  children 
were  guests  of  the  Little  Theater  at 
its  annual  block  party  in  West  Forty- 
fourth  Street.  The  block  from  Broad- 
way to  Eighth  Avenue  was  closed  to 
traffic  for  four  hours,  while  bags  con- 
taining toys,  candy,  fruit  and  food 
were  distributed.  Trained  elephants,  a 
trained  bear,  a  ventroliquist,  a  magi- 
cian and  the  Police  Band  provided  a' 
two-hour  entertainment.  Saddle  ponies 
and  donkeys  were  turned  over  to  the 
guests  for  free  rides. 

Twenty-three  trees  and  a  Santa 
Claus  who  brought  gifts  for  more  than 
400  children  made  the  day  ^nerry  at 
the  New  York  Nursery  and  Child's 
Hospital.  About  300  packages  contain- 
ing gifts  were  donated  by  the  Kiwanis 
Club. 

More  than  500  children,  from  five  to 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  about  300 
women  were  guests  at  a  party  giijen  at 
the  Flotilla  Restaurant  Building,  Fifty- 
ninth  Street  and  Sixth  Avenue,  by  the 
American  Woman's  Association.  The 
women  were  members  of  the  associa- 
tion who  otherwise  would  have  had  a 
lonely  Christmas,  and  each  brought  at 
lesst  one,child. 

Dinner    was    served    in    the    dining 
room  of  the  former  restaurant  and  the 
children    were    entertained    by    clowns, 
bagpipers,  animal  acts  and  dancers.. 
Blind  Children  Gladdened 

At  tmT^mnc^Cniraren's  Sunshine 
Home,  in  Eighty-fourth  Street,  Brook- 
lyn, the  inmates  had  a  special  dinner 
and  received  gifts  from  a  Santa  Claus 
they  could  not  see,  but  in  whom  all  im- 
plicitly believed.  Church  societies  and 
philanthropic  organizations  contrib- 
uted  toys,  clothing  and   candy. 

About  350  crippled  children  ate  their 
turkey  as  guests  of  W.  J.  Gallagher  in 
his  restaurant,  the  Monte  Carlo,. 
Broadway  and  Fifty-first  Street. 

The  British  Great  War  Veterans  of 
America  were  hosts  to  155  allied 
World  War  veterans  at  a  dinner 
in  the  Scotch  Tea  Room,  110 
East  Thirty-first  Street.  The  veterans 
then  attended  a  performance  at  Proc- 
tor's Fifth  Avenue  Theater. 

No  cases  of  burns  or  deaths  from 
Christmas  tree  fires  were  reported. 

Hotels  and  restaurants  not  only 
served  special  meal?,  but  many  had 
their  own  house  Santa  Claus,  who  be- 
stowed gifts  on  children  and  even  on 
adult  patrons.  There  was  littlenjjljni» 
activity  in  any  of  the  haawwrtrSr 


BLIND  KinniFS,  SURPRISE 
-JHHTCCnTOBERT"  OF  WHN 

The  little  blind  children  at  the  Sun- 
shine  Home  for  the  Blind,  Dyker 
Heights,  had  a  visitor  yesterday 
morning-.  It  was  "Uncle  Robert" 
from  Station  WHN  who  had  come 
presumably  to  entertain  the  tot.«, 
but  the  tables  were  turned  and 
"Uncle  Robert"  was  forced  to  turn 
the  "mike"  over  to  the  kiddies  who 
entertained  the  radio  audience  for 
nearly  an  hour  with  music,  recitation 
""iBd  fj?"^    These  kiddies  need  a  i-adio._ 
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SANTA  GIVES  RADIO 
T03UNDIIDDIES 
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Reception  to  "Uncle  Robert"  at 
the  Sunshine  Nfcme. 

Santa  came  a  day  late,  but  no  less 
burdened  with  gifts,  to  the  Home  for 
Blind  Children,  maintained  by  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  at 
13th  ave.  and  84th  st.  The  kiddies 
gave  a  luncheon  and  reception  yes- 
terday for  their  famous  "Uncle  Rob- 
ert," anonymous  philanthropist  a*nd 
the  best  pal  of  thousands  of  children 
all  over  the  country. 

They  sang  Christmas  carols  for 
their  guests  and  their  own  five-piece 
orchestra  played  for  more  than  an 
hour.  Thus  "Uncle  Robert,"  who 
had  come  out  with  the  intention  of 
giving  a  party  to  the  children,  found 
the  tables  turned,  and  the  kiddies 
giving  him  a  party. 

But  "Uncle  Robert"  had  brought 
along  gifts  for  each  of  his  young 
friends,  and  bunnies,  kittens,  dog- 
gies, whistles  and  lollypops  were  all 
but  flying  through  the  air  at  this, 
one  of  the  jolliesi  parties  of  the  holi- 
day season. 

Among  other  gifts  to  the  children 
were  a  radio  presented  by  Louis  and 
Clark  Hird  of  Manhattan,  and  $600 
from  Louis  and  Mary  Hird.  ETdwih 
Gould,  one  of  the  institution's  oldest 
friends,  sent  over  a  special  kind  of 
watch  used  by  the  blind  for  his  fa- 
vorite, Alice. 

Guests  at  the  "  luncheon  were 
"Uncle  Robert,"  "Mrs.  Uncle  Rob- 
ert," Mrs.  John  Alden,  president  and 
founder  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society;  Mrs.  Nellie  Furman  of 
Richmond  Hill,  Miss  Helen  Lindsay 
and  Alexis  Orloff. 

"Uncle  Robert"  has  arranged  for 
;the  broadcasting  of  the  group  sing- 
ing of  the  children  throughJ^(# 
WHN  station  next  Mondajrj§p*Wing. 
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SANTA   CLAUS    GOES   TO   THE 
/  ^ME    FOR    BLIND   CHILDREN 

The  International  Sunshine  Society's 
Home  for  Blind  Children  received  a 
visit  on  SaturtWJ1  W/rflSanta  Claus, 
impersonated  by  "Uncle  Robert,"  an 
anonymous  philanthropist  and  the 
best  pal  of  thousands  of  children  over 
the  country.  The  visit  was  expected 
and  he  was  surprised  with  a  reception 
and  luncheon.  There  were  Christmas 
carols  sung  and  the  home's  own  five- 
piece  orchestra  played  for  more  than 
an  hour.  When  the  entertainment 
waa  over  "Uncle  Robert"  handed  out 
gifts  for  all  his  young  friends.  There 
were  lollypops1,  kittens,  bunnies,  dog- 
gies, whistles  and  many  other  toys 
and  the  kiddies  were  wild  with  de- 
light. 
Louis  and  Clark  Hlrd  of  Manhattan 

I  presented    a    radio;    Louis    and    Mary 

'Hlrd  gave  $600.  Edwin  Gould  sent 
over  a  special  kind  of  watch  used  by 
the  blind  for  his  fovorlte,  Alice.  Mr. 
Could  is  one  of  the  Institution's  oldest 
friends. 
Among  those  present  at   the  party 

'were  "Uncle  Robert,"  "Mrst.  Uncle 
Robert."  Mrs.  John  Alden,  president 
and  founder  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society;  Mrs.  Nellie  Furman, 
Miss  Helen  Lindsay  and  Alexis  Orloff. 
On  Monday  night  the  kiddies'  group 
singing  was  broadcasted  through  Sta- 

i  tionwjtiN    through     the     influence    of 

I  "Uncle  Robert." 

The  International  Sunshine  Society 
gave  P.  S.  No.  64  on  December  15  a 
picture  depicting  the  "Spirit  of  '76" 
in  appreciation  of  its  work  for  the 
society.  It  also  gave  a  Christmas  box- 
to  50  cripples;  a  Christmas  box  to  the 
cripples  at  West  Haverstravv,  gifts  to 
the  old  people  at  the  Kings  County 
Almshouse  and  provided  dinners  on 
Christmas  Eve  for  60  families.  "^ 


Uespite  her  handicap,  Rosalie,  now 
seventeen  years  old,  has  become  a 
talented  musician.  Several  years  ago 
she  won  a  scholarship  in  the  Munson 
Institute  of  Music  and  she  has  ap- 
peared recently  in  public.  It  is  her 
desire  to  g0  through  college  and  to 
m-epare  herself  as  a  teache*Lof  the 
find   in   music   and   the   otherHntfeJi**. 
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Girl,  Blimj.  Since  Baby, 

Gets  Diploma  To-night 

— 1 —  Its    "~%  ■ 

Bay  Ridge  High  .School  Gradu- 
ate Cherishes  Plan  to  Become 
Teacher   of   Sightless 

Fifteen  years  ago  a  girl  baby  was 
taken  to  the  Sunshine  Home,  at 
1255  Eighty-fourth  Street,  Brooklyn, 
and  committed  to  its  care.  As  Mrs. 
John  Alden,  founder  and  president  of 
the  home,  held  the  whimpering  infant 
in  her  arms  she  discovered  that  the 
child   was   blind. 

To-night,  the  baby,  g'-own  to  woman- 
hood, will  sit  among  the  graduates  at 
Bay  Ridge  High  School,  and,  when 
the  name  Rosalie  Cohen  is  called, 
she  will  receive  her  diploma.  Blind 
since  birth,  inspired  by  a  determina- 
tion to  equip  herself  for  a  life  of 
useful  service,  she  has  won  her  way 
successfully  through  kindergarten, 
through  grammar  school  and  through 
high  school,  from  which  she  is  to  de- 
part  with    honors. 
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{Teaching  Sightless  Little  Ones 


-earns  of  a  music-  aiie  Cohen,  18.  recent  high 

school  graduate  and  resident  at  the  Blind  Babies'  Sunshine  Home  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  will  remain  at  the  institution  to  aid  other  unfor- 
tunates. She  is  an  excellent  pianist.  Besides  making  high  rank  in 
her  academic  work  she  found  time  to  teach  theBraille  system  during 
her  student  de.ys.  Photo  shows  child  learning  to  read  by  sense  of 
ympatju  -  ug-  hand   ■  oben. 
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MusicyWeek-Contests  On> 
Blind  ^Children's  Orchestra   to 


Enter  Brooklyn  Competition 

The  New  York  Music  Week  Associa- 
tion will  begin  its  second  season  of 
Music  Week  contests  this  week,  with 
contests  in  the  boroughs  of  Bronx 
and  Queens.  In  the  Bronx,  District .21 
will  luad  off  on  Tuesday  night  at  Public 
School  55,  St.  Paul's  Place.  Washing- 
ton and  Park  avenue:.  Districts  20 
and  22.  will  begin  on  Wednesday  night 
and  District  23  on  Thursday  night. 
Queens  also  will  beg,n  its  contests  on 
Tuesday  in  Districts   45  and  46. 

Manhattan  and  Brooklyn  will  begin 
their  contests  the  week  of  March  9. 
The  borough  contests  are  scheduled 
for  the  week  of  April  27,  preceding 
Music  Week,  May  3-9. 


Interesting  entries  include  an  orches- 
tra of  blind  children  from  the  Brook- 
lyn Home  for  Blind  Babies.  The  Music 
Week  Association  is  entering  choruses, 
orchestras  and  action  song  groups  from 
charitable  institutions  of  a  similar  na- 
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BLIND  CHILDREN'S  BAND 
TO  FEATURE  MUSIC  WEEK 

An  orchestra  of  Rightless  children 
from  the  Brooklyn  .iome  for  Blind 
Babies  will  be  a  feature  of  Brook- 
lyn's music  week  which  the  New 
York  Music  Week  Association  will 
sponsor  here,  beginning  March  9. 

The  children  under  the  direction 
of  Maude  ToUofsen,  will  compete  j 
for  the  silver  loving  cup,  the  grand  | 
^priie. 


Blind  Children  Given 

Banks  by  "Uncle  Robert" 

ffy-three  tiny  barrel  banks  were 
pi^jfeekted  to  the  blind  children  of 
the  SHSnshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies, 
1255  84th  st.,  yesterday  afternoon 
by  Uncle  Robert,  anonymous  phi- 
lanthropist and  self-appointed  god- 
father to  the  children  of  the  home. 
The  banks,  in  which  $1  has  been 
placed,  are  to  start  individual  ac- 
counts for  the  children  at  the  Na- 
tional Butchers  and  Drovers  Bank, 
37th  st.  and   7th  are.,   Manhattan. 

The  dollars  are  the  gift  of  Richard 
Faust,  the  bank  president,  who  will 
give  another  dollar  to  each  child 
again  in  July.  Sam  Levinson, 
friend  of  Uncle  Robert  and  of 
children,  has  added  a  $4  donaLjdfi  to 
each  account.  Uncle  RoberUlsto  act 
as  trustee  ^for  all  the  accents. 


le    Society 


Illinois 

of    Illinois  fWonien    in 


New  York,  Mrs.  M.  Josephine  Smart 
president,  will  hold  its  next  meeting 
Thursday  at  2:30  p.  m.  at  the  Astor. 
It  is  nomination  day.  President,  vice- 
presidents,  recording  and  correspond- 
ing secretaries  and  treasurer  are  to  be 
selected  to  serve  for  two  years. 

The  social  program  at  3  p.  m.  will  in- 
clude songs  by  Musette  Hawley  True- 
lock.  Among  the  speakers  are  Mrs.  John 
Alden,  chairman  of  the  New  York  State 
and  New  York  City  Federation  of  Wom- 
en's Clubs  for  theEducation  of  the  Blind, 
who  will  tell  of^fhP" wuik  as  pfWHWfct 
i general,  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  for  the  blind,  and  Dr.  Warren 
Hall,  who  will  speak  on  "Behavior 
Characteristics  of  Psychology."  Among 
the  guests  will  be  Mrs.  Thomes  Slack, 
founder  and  honorary  president  of  the 
Illinois  Society;  Mrs.  Anna  Schipper, 
cf  Pekin,  111.;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Fogarty,  of 
Lincoln,  111.,  and  Countess  Sedohr 
|  Argilagos,  of  New  Rochelle. 

Sunshine  Home  Blind  Tots 

Given  Savipg^Banks  by 

"^TJHcTe  Robert" 

A  great  deal^of  happiness  came 
to  the  children  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Thir- 
teenth avenue  and  Eighty-fourth 
street  yesterday  afternoon,  when 
"Uncle  Robert,"  well-known  philan- 
tropist  presented  savings  banks  to 
them. 

Up  to  the  present  time  each  blind 
child  at  the  home   has  $6.50   in  the 


bank  which  will  gradually  be  in- 
creased by  the  friends  of  Uncle 
Robert  and  the  home,  so  that  when 
the  children  reach  the  age  of  15 
they  will  have  more  than  $100  in 
the  bank.  Uncle  Robert  is  trus- 
tee for  the  children's  money  which 
is  being  deposited  in  the  National 
Butchers  and  Drovers'  Bank.  Sev- 
enth   avenue,    Manhattan. 

As  the  banks  in  the  shape  of  small 
silver  (barrels  were  heing  distrib- 
uted the  children  danced  with  joy. 
They  were  then  seated  under  a  tree 
in  their  playground  where  their  pic- 
tures were  taken.  One  of  these  pic- 
tures will  be  hung  in  the  home  to 
commemorate  the  day  when  they 
had   their   bank   accounts    started. 

Preceding  the  presentation  sev- 
eral of  the  talented  children  at  the 
home  entertained  the  guests  by  sing- 
ing and  playing.  Miss  Rosalie 
Cohen,  blind  girl  who  graduated 
last  term  with  high  honors  from 
the  Bay  Ridge  High  School,  enter- 
tained with  several  songs  and 
played  two  selections  on  the  piano. 
Miss  Cohen  is  now  taking  a  post 
graduate  course  at  Bay  Ridge  High 
School  and  will  enter  college  next 
fall.  She  is  also  giving;  music  les- 
sons, although  she  is  totally  blind. 
The  young  woman  is  considered  One 
of  the  most  talented  blind  girls  and 
Ls  an  inspiration  to  the  other  chil- 
dren   at    tiie   home. 

Edward  Sochurek,  11,  a  school  boy, 
who  has  sung  at  the  Hippodrome, 
was  invited  by  Uncle  Robert  to  sing- 
before  the  children.  He  delighted 
them    with    several    popular    ballads. 

Richard  Faust,  president  of  the 
National  Butchers  and  Drovers' 
Bank,  and  Sam  Levinsohn,  a  friend 
of  Uncle  Robert,  are  also  taking  a 
great  part  in  helping  the  children 
increase    their    bank    deposits. 

Among  those  who  were  present 
at  the  party  were:  "Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Uncle  Robert,"  Mrs.  John  Alden. 
founder  and  president  of  the  Blind 
Children's  home;  Mrs.  Henry  Zorn, 
of  New  Haven,  an  international  of- 
ficer of  the  society;  Mrs.  Robert 
Young,  of  Rockville  Centre,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sunshine  Guild;  S.  Block, 
<M  friend  of  Uncle  Robert,  and  Lil- 
ilfan  Edinoff,  president  of  the  Uncle 
Robert    Girls'    Club. 
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CHARITY  BRIDGE  TO 

AID J3y&LQ  BABIES 

The  annual  charity  bridge  of  the 
jfclta  Phi  Sorority  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  will  be  held  at  the  Ritz- 
Carlton  Hotel  Saturday  afternoon, 
April  4.  The  president  ls  Miss 
\tlldred  Orohard.  The  committee 
in  charge  inoludes  the  Misses 
Bertha  Lemcke,  Norma  Broker  and 
Mr*  Byron  Tullar.  v 
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:     /»^^^        Chicago  Women 

Tlhe*"T31inil  Babies  Benefit  Concert  on 
■i>«Mt)li',|l,,."lljn  the'  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  Chicago  Women  of  New 
York,  Mrs.,. Henry  Wijlis  Phelps  presi- 
dent, was  a  success ful  affair,  artisti- 
cally, financially  and  in  point  of  atten- 
dance. The  program  was  given  by 
the  blind  children  of  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Dyker  Heights. 
Brooklyn,  their  blind  vocal  instructor. 
Eleanor  Bennett,  and  two  assisting 
artists,  Beatrice  d'Alessandro,  con- 
tralto, with  Ethel  Henderson  Newbold 
at  the  piano.  Miss  Eleanor  Bennett, 
soprano,  sang.  The  other  numbers 
consisted  of  orchestra  and  glee  club 
selections,  a  quartet  of  wind  instru- 
ments by  Paul  Zeft'aro,  Bert  Conipton. 
Clark  Noble  and  Charles  Beiseil:  vocal 
and  violin  solos  by  Eleanor  Foster, 
whose  scholarship  is  provided  by  the 
Chicago  Women  of  New  York;  piano 
solos  by  Rosalie  Cohen  and  Ruth  John- 
son and  a  recitation  by  Charlotte  Hus- 
band. Rosalie  Cohen  was  the  piano 
accompani^i,  Miss  Tolafson,  violinist- 
conductor  of  the  orchestra  and  Miss 
Bennett  the  leader  of  the  glee  club. 

The     performers     were     all     winners 
of  medals  in  the  New  York  City  music 
est    many    of   their   numbers    being 
their   contest    pici 

Mrs.  C.  W.  E.  Clarke  was  the  chair; 
man  of  concert,  assisted  by  the  exec 
utive  board  of  the  club.  The  guest* 
of  honor  were  Mrs.  John  Alden.  Mrs 
mi  Dick  Sporborg.  Mrs.  Thorna; 
.1.  Slack.  Mrs.  Albert  Canficld  Bage 
Mrs.  William  Rogers  Chapman  and  Mrs 
M.  Josephine   Smart. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  tin 
club  will  be  held  to-morrow  at  tin 
Astor  and  will  be  »  members'  can 
party.     H  will    also   be    bundle    day   foj 
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OUTING    FOR    CRIPPLED    AND 

BLIND   CHILDRBN    NEXT  WEEK 


Crippled  and  blU'  kiddies  of  Rldge- 
wood. and  Glends  I  .will  be  treated  to 
an  automobile  ride  and  outing  to 
Glenwood  Landing,  L.  I.,  next  week, 
as  the  resut  of  the  activities  of  the 
newly  organized  Myrtle  Avenue  Mer- 
chants' Association  of  Rldgewood. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion sixteen  members  each  volunteered 
the  usd  of  their  automobiles  for.  the. 
transportation  of  the  children,  and  ad- 
ditional cars  will  also  be  obtained 
within  the  next,  few  days 

The  children  to  be  taken  on  the 
outing  are  the  Crippled  Children's 
Class  of  P.  S.  67,  Glendale,  and  the 
Blind  Class  of  P.  S.  77,  Seneca  ave- 
nue and  George  street,  Rldgewood. 
The  automobiles  will  drive  to  the 
schools  and  take  the  kiddles  right 
out  to  Long  Island,  where  delicious 
refreshments  will  be  served  and  a 
jolly  time  provided  for  all,  free  of 
charge. 


The  entire  expense  will  be  borne  by 
the  Myrtle  Avenue  Merchants*  Asso- 
ciation of  Rldgewood.  The  committee 
in  charge  of  the  outing  follow*:  Fred 
Schachne,  chairman;  Paul  C.  Josephs. 
Sol.  Berkman,  Benjamin  Neuman, 
William  Wolf,  Harry  Fischer,  Al.  G. 
Isaacs,  Jacob  Iobel,  Mr.  Brooks  and 
Abraham  Bring. 
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■*      AIDS^-KLIXD   CHILDREN. 

Thtf^undy  "Ul '  Ble  Dyker  Heights 
Blind V  Children's  Home  will  be 
swelled  by  a  large  sum  as  a  result 
of  the  euchre  and  card  party  held 
yesterday  afternoon  bfr  the  Margaret 
Moss  Memorial  brancl  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Sfciety,  at  the 
Johnston  Building,  8  Nertns  street 
Friends  and  members  of  the  unit  oc- 
cupied fourteen  tables,  and  two 
prizes  were  awarded  at  each.  This 
the    monthly    card    game    of    the 


ich. 
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Tip  committee  was  headed  by 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Peate.  president,  as 
chairman,  and  comprised  Mrs.  Jen- 
nie Germain,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Rickard 
and  Mrs.  E.  P.  Planquette. 

Musicale  Benefit  Given 

y-Kor  Blind  Babies  Home 

AnJia^VTrCoy.    rolo'ra'  -ino, 

ami   Kfrgjhald   Collier,   ba  .  ere 

sta  benefit  for  t  for 

Blind   Babies,  84th  st.  an  ive., 

arranged  yesterday  afternoon  by 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Loiter,  at  her  residence. 
591    Oc<  The   put  I he 

benefit  was  to  supply  funis  for 
Chi  iheer    for    the      children 

cared  for  at  the  home  under  the 
an-  mtional    SuB- 

shiii"   Society. 

The  i  noluded  various  num- 

bers   by    tin  children    of    the 

home  and  pupils  of  Mrs.  Letter's 
school.       II    was    one    of    I  ap- 

pearances   here   of   Anna    "■  r ho 

is    a    pupil    of    Mine.     VI  of 

operatic    Came,   and    who  i>er-  . 

ately  planned    her  music;  on  | 

the    theory     that     Americi  all 

the    musical    advant;  op»  I 

and    that    her    profes  ■•,•   Js 

fully    consistent     with     di  of 

home     duties.       She     resi  -.'01 

arn    Parkway.     She   wi 
panied   by    Miss   H 
is  known  to  the  radio  an 
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Blind  Girl  Hoiior  Winner 
Xt  Bay  Ridge  High  School 


Eleanor  poster  Takes  Second  Prize  for  Mastery  in 
FrenpU— Graduating  Class  Numbers  137 — Harriet 
Wiiami  Wins  Gold  Medal  for  Best  School  Record. 

J        

g'h  she  has  been  blind  since  childhood,  Eleanor  Fos- 
ter onors  among-  the  .137  students  of  Bay  Ridge  High 
School,  Fourth  avenue  and  Senator  street,  who  received 
diplomas  at  the  commencement  exercises  held  in  the  school 
auditorium  last  night.  She  won  second  prize,  a  medal,  for  mas- 
ter ench.  She  is  the  second  girl  of  the  Sunshine  Blind 
H<<  o  be  graduated  from  Bay  Ridge  High 
School  in  a  year-  The  other  wa  :lie  Cohen,  who  is  now 
[matriculating  at  Cornell 


tster  intends  to  attend  bus- 
qo]  and  also  1.0  continue  her 

hen  the  graduates  filed  into  the 

orium,  clad  in  the  school  colors, 

•  *rrere  grcei.- 

<  onsisting 

I  arents  and  their  friends. 

the 

Mar- 

•sident  of  the  gen- 

lization;;  Ruth  Small,  presl- 

:    Harriet  Wil- 

ista  girl.     Then  foliow- 

by   Dr.  Jesse  Feiring 

ical  edu- 

olumbia. 

veit  on  bi  e  fine  an 

of     graduates  for 

Eicates,     diplomas     and     honors 

holomew.     In 

lomas,  certificates 

Kate    E.    Turner, 

tool,  declared 

great    strides 

Miss  Harriett  Wilson  went  the 
■s  of  being  gradjfeted  with  the 
ecord.    She  wasAwarded  a  gold 
I    for    the    higrfst   average    for 
four  years;    earned^he  Proper   Me- 
/\. -ellence  in   his 
honors   in    history 
n  d  received  a  scholar  - 
"Maroon  and  W7hite," 
ehool   publication.     Miss   Helen 
mouth   received  a  similar  scho- 
larship. 

received    medals    were 

Small.  Alfred  C.  Bossom  medal 

co-operation      in      government: 

McLean,    St.    Gauden'a    medal 

me  draftsmanship;  Edith  Walsh, 

York    Classic     Club    for     four 

'  excellence  in  Latin;  Celia  Hey- 


Xmeruan  Association  of  Teach- 
ers of  Spanish  for  excellence  in  Span- 
ish; Frances  Perretti,  silver  medal 
in  chemistry;  Mollie  Skolnick,  silver 
medal  for  excellence  In  music. 

Honors  were  accorded  the  follow- 
ing: Elsie  Manheimer,  bookkeeping; 
Helen  Johnson  and  Ruth  LeComrae, 
drawing;  Lillian  Ryckoff,  economics; 
Harriett  Wilson,  French  and  history, 
Edith    Walsh,   Latin;    Miriam   Schec- 

mathematics;  Marjorle  DavK 
music;  Ruth  Kramer,  physical 
science:  Celia  Hey  man,  Spanish;  and 
Gertrude     Cribb,     stenography     and 

trrlting. 
Members  of  the  Arista,  the  honor 
society  of  the  school,  are:   Margaret 
Connolly.     Florence    Crapullo,    Ruth 
Cuba,    Henrietta    Eidelsheim,    Leona 
Goldberg,      Matilda.     Hochberg,    Gun- 
vor  Holtan,  Evelyn  Jarner,  Rebecca 
Kaufman,     Evelyn     Knudsen,     Ruth 
MacLean,      Isabel     Monahan,     Elsie 
Peterson,  Natalie  Prout,  Bessie  Shad- 
dock,    Ruth     Small,     May    Wallace. 
Edith    Walsh,    Helen    AVarmuth    and 
head  Arista  girl,  Harriet  Wilson. 
The   graduates    were:     Jessie    Alt- 
Grace  Allen,  Minnie  Babitz, 
Battterman,  Julia  Beecher,  Ida 
Befjder,  Anna  Berger,  Gertrude  Bird, 
Bin]  all,  Edna  Blank,  Dorothea 
ii,     Gertrude     Brenner,     Dorothy 

man      Bella     Broginsky.    Elsie 

Brcrvn,    Ethel   Byrne,    Ethel   Burton, 

line     Busch,     Antoinette     Casale, 

i     Cohen,      Margaret     Contillo, 

aret  Connolly,  Gertrude  Cribb, 
PTorence  Crapullo,  Ruth  Cuba.  Fan- 
nie Daniii.  Marjorie  Davis.  Sarah 
Delehanty,  Madeline  De  Luca,  Sarah 
Drapkin,  Esther  Drimmer,  Lillian 
Dowling,  Marion  Ebbers,  Dorothy 
Eide.  Rose  Edsal,  Henrietta  Eidel- 
shein,   Edna  Erieksen,  Eleanor  Fos- 

intrude  Fleisher,  Lillian  Gins- 
berg, Leona  Goldberg,  Yetta  Golden- 
berg,  Ruth  Goldhair,  Mildred  Good- 
man,     Bertha     Haimann,     Florence 


Hart,  Florence  Harzendori,  Hen- 
rietta Hendriksen,  Celia  Heyman, 
Matilda.  Hochberg,  Svea  Hogberg, 
Aria  Holland,  Florence  Holsten, 
Gunvor  Holtan,  Miriam  Houtz, 
Gladys  Hughes,  Martha  Jansen,  Eve- 
lyn Jarner,  Helen  Johnson,  Margaret 
Julch,  Lily  Kaplan,  Blanch  Karmiol, 
Rebecca  Kaufman,  Hannah  Kemel- 
hor,  Evelyn  Knudsen,  Ruth  Kramer, 
Ida  Kossoy,  Eleanor  Kroeger,  Grace 
Lacomme,  Florence  Lam,  Isabel 
Lamb,  Vivian  Leopold,  Hazel  Levy, 
Gladys  Lichtman,  Marian  Lieber- 
man,  Camille  Lohman,  Harriet 
Lucke,  Ruth  MacLean,  Elsie  Man- 
heimer,  Freda  Masin,  Emilia  Matt- 
son,  Francia  Mazzei,  Anne  McCul- 
lock,  Jeannette  McGrath,  Diana  Mil- 
ler, Rose  Mitchell,  Mildred  Moffatt, 
Isabel  Monahan,  Eva  Moscowitz, 
Hilna  Moss,  Marjorie  Mulcahy,  Inga 
Neilson,  Esther  Nielsen,  Lillian  Nis- 
goretsky,  Helen  O'Donnell,  Jean- 
nette Pearson,  Natalie  Peltzman, 
Bertha  Perlman,  Frances  Perretti, 
Edna  Person,  Lucy  Perry,  Elsie 
Peterson,  Helen  Purkis,  Natalie 
ut,  Irene  Ray,  Rose  Rosenberg, 
Lillian  Ryckoff,  Elena  Sabetta, 
Miriam  Schechter,  Sadie  Selevan, 
Bessie  Shaddock,  Edna  Sincock. 
Mollie  Skolnick,  Ruth  Small,  Mar- 
garet Smith,  Margot  Snarberg,  Eva 
Steinberg,  Rebecca  Spiegel,  Jean 
Speigelman,  Sylvia  Tigel,  Selma  Van 
Gelderen,  Louis  Viggiano,  May  Wal- 
lace, Edith  Walsh,  Helen  Warmu ' 
Thelma  Weitzner,  Ida  Werntfk, 
Esther  Westerman^  fe'igne  Whlero, 
Margaret  Whelan,"  Karin  WUJberg. 
a  Williams,  Harriet  ^rffvilson, 
Helen  Wroobel  and  HannafrZucker- 


Soo^m.    N^»    ^of*- 


cJ   A  T\  U 


a-vu      a.q  ,  iq  a. to- 


Eleanor  Foster. 

When  Eleanor  Foster  walked  to 
the  platform  in  tho  auditorium  ot 
the    Bay     Ridge    High     School     Inst 


night  to  receive  a  special  prize  for 
excellence  in  French,  no  one '-would 
have  guessed  that  this  smiling  girl 
has  been  blind  since  birth. 

Brought  as  a  baby  to  Mrs.  John 
Alden,  when  she  first  took  up  her 
work  for  the  blind,  Eleanor  has 
been  under  the  care  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  and  School  for  the 
Blind,  84th  st.  and  13th  a.ve.,  for 
17  years. 

Eleanof  is  an  attractive  girl  with 
blond  bobbed  hair  and  blue  eyes. 
She  has  for  several  years  had  a 
scholarship  in  the  MunBon  Conserva- 
tory, where  she  has  studied  the 
violin. 

"I  am  going  to  take  a  business 
course  and  specialize  in  dictaphone 
dictation,"  this  remarkable  girl  said 
last  night  after  her  graduation, 
greatest  wish,  however,  is  tp^0irt 
scholarship  in  voica  cuj 
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PREPARED  10 


Bosalle  Cohen  to  Compete  for 
Cornell  Scholarship  for 
/Piano  Career. 


ti* 
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.^it-hearted,  full  of  the  Joy  of 
ftvlng  and  ambition,  Rosalie  Cohen, 
eighteen,  and  blind  from  the  day 
•he  was  born,  was  graduated  last 
night  from  the  Bay  Ridge  Hign 
School  in  Brooklyn,  facing  the 
world  she  could  not  see,  with  hope 
and  courage  and  high  purpose. 

The  event,  for  her,  marked  the 
end  of  a  period  of  enjoyment.  She 
looks  forward  immediately  to  six 
months  more  of  the  same  sort  of 
.happiness,  reviewing  the  course 
{he  has  taken.  Then,  If  she  follows 
tier  present  plan,  she  will  try  for  a 
cholarship  at  Cornell,  hoping  to 
tudy  music.  She  hopes  for  a  ca- 
reer of  music — and  her  favorite 
composer  1b  Beethoven. 

"ALWAYS    HAPPY." 

In  the  SunBhine  Home,  where  she 
fcU  lived  all  her  life,  she  told  a  re- 
nster  for  the  New  tork  American 
of  her  plane   and   aspirations  last 


ROSALIE  COHEN,  blind  from  the  day  she  was  born,  was 
graduated  last  night  from  the  Bay  Ridge  High  School. 
She  is  shown  here  being  congratulated  by  Robert  L. 
Weaver,  a  member  of  the  faculty. 


nltffct  She  la  a  charming  gin, 
With  poise  and  self-possession,  and 
a  command  of  English  far  beyond 
!her  eighteen  years.  Her  hair  la 
black  and  bobbed,  and  she  has 
dark,  curling  eye-lashes.  Her  smile 
Is  such  a  one  as  blind  people  some- 
times have,  when  their  souls  are 
deprived  of  the  usual  means  of  ex- 
pression. 

"My  life  has  always  been  a 
happy  one.  Of  course,^  am — 
very,  very  happy  to-day.  I  was 
made  more  happy  when  my 
mother  came  to  the  gradua- 
tion.. 8he  had  the  grippe  and 
thought  she  would  be  unable  to 
attend." 

The  girl's  parents  live  In  The 
Bronx.  Tbey  are  In  moderate  cir- 
cumstances.    She  has  never  lived 


with  them,  or  known  home  life  as 
nearly  everyone  else  knows  it. 

BUSY    HELPING  OTHERS. 

"Thrilled  over  the  gradua- 
tion? Why,  I  have  been  so 
busy  getting  ready  and  help- 
ing the  others  I  haven't  had 
time  to  be  thrilled  over  any- 
thing.  Of  course,  It  Is  fine. 
But  I  shall  keep,  on  studying.  , 
I  am  going  to  review  the 
courses  I  have  taken  for  the 
next  six  months  and  then  try 
for  a  scholarship  at  Cornell, 
Perhaps  I  should  not  say  that? 
it  may  come  to  nothing,  of 
course." 

"And   why   Cornell,   particu- 
larly?" 

"Because  they  have  such  fine 
music   courses  there,     I    want 


to  learn  to  teach  music  and  to 
accompany.  I  would  like,  If  I 
©an,  to  get  a  position  eventu- 
ally as  an  accompanist  and 
travel.  I  want  to  take  the 
French  oourses  at  Cornell,  too, 
because  that  would  help  me 
with  my  singing.',' 

"Do  you  like  jazz?" 
The  smile   In  answer   was   bril- 
liant,  but   the   black  bobbed   hair 
Shook  negatively. 

"I  like  Jazz  for  dancing,  but 
not  as  music.  I  like  to  dance. 
But  I  like  other  music  much 
better.  I  think  my  favorite 
composer  is  Beethoven,  but  I 
am  very  fond  of  Chopin  and 
Gregg,  and—oh,  I  love  them 
all,  so  It  Is  hard  to  say  I  have 
any  favorites. 

jPOND  OF  POETRY. 

M|  am  very  fond  of  poetry, 
too.  I  read  it  and  then  my 
friends  read  to  me  a  great  deal. 

J  like   Sarah  Teasdale  best,   I 
hlnk.      Her    poems    are    all 

about  love." 
"Then  you  are  Interested  la 

romance — In  love?" 

Jiosalie  laughed  loudlys  ] 

"No.    I'm  too  happy  the  way 

f  am  to  be  Interested  In  love 

right  now.     I  have  too  many 

good  friends,  the  way  It  Is." 

The  girl  has  had  no  trouble  in 
Soaking  her  way  to  and  from  the 
Johool  from  which  she  was  grad- 
uated, although  the  distance  is  a 
tnlle  and  a  half.  She  is  able  to 
distinguish  between  light  and  dark- 
less, but  has  no  distinct  sense  of 
Color,  except  as  she  mentally 
■rteualtzes  the  colors  by  their 
names: 

"I  think  of  red  as  a  bright, 

dark  flame.     Pink  to  me  la  a 

aoft  warm  color." 

At  school  she  has  had  her  great- 
est difficulty  with  geometry  and 
physics  because  of  her  inability  to 
vleualise  shapes  she-  has  never 
ateen.  She  is  fond  of  gymnasium 
exercises  and  Intensely  interested 
|n  every  activity  of  the  school.  She 
3s  a  great  favorite  with  thjpe  at 
the.  Sunshine  Home  anj^to  the 
scho?*^fc_She  iiliii|i||rfjs*Jnriini  happl 
aess. 
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Sunshine  Society 
Asks  for  Articles 
to  Help  the  BKpd 

plea  for  articles  which  are  too 
good  for  the  discard  and  which  have 
not  outlived  their  period  of  utility,  la 
being   made   by   Mrs.   H.    I..     Mason. 


chairman  of  the  Thrift  Shop  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  2078 
Seventh  Ave.,  which  maintains  the 
Arthur  Home  for  blind  babies  at 
Summit,  N.  J. 

"The  first  of  the  month  ie  here,"* 
Mrs.  Mason  said,  "and  with  it  comes 
the  period  of  moving.  At  this  time 
there  are  always  things  which  are 
being  discarded  by  families  which 
can  go  a  long  way  In  bringing  more 
sunshine  into  the  lives  of  our  little 
blind  babies  out  in  Summit. 

"Most  of  these  discarded  articles 
can  be  of  great  use  to  some  family. 
And  that  is  where  our  Thrift  Shop 
becomes  a  happy  medium  for  distrib- 
ution. 

"We  will  gladly  send  for  donations 
if  one  finds  it  inconvenient  to  bring 
them  or  send  them.  Our  motto  is 
Don't  throw  anything  away.  Let  us 
do   the  throwing. 

roar  Girls  in  Cornell 

"Articles  of  clothing  of  any  de- 
scription, books,  pictures,  china,  fur- 
niture, in  fact  everything  seems  to 
fill    somebody's   need. 

"The  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety has  done  work  among  blind 
children  in  the  Arthur  Home  for  16 
years.  At  the  present  time  we  have 
four  girls  in  Cornell  University  who 
"were  at  one  time  our  wards,  and  one 
boy  who  is  making  good  at  Colum- 
bia  University. 

"If  it  were  not  for  somebody's 
generosity  in  giving  us  articles  wnich 
they  found  no  further  use  for.  It  is 
probable  that  not  only  would  these 
five  blind  people  be  deprived  of  a 
way  to  make  their  lives  worth  while, 
but  they  would  have  been  entirely 
blighted  from  the  start. 

-Our  appeals  for  discarded  arti- 
cles have  brought  the  kindest  re- 
sponses in  the  past.  We  know  the 
publJc  will  never  fail  us  in  our  work." 

VAj)V.VT\»ocft.ort  ,'A^cA...  v)ou  vnaV 


/  WHlRi;  IS  THIS   BUND  CHILD. 

TTRO.\?  .Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  '  Piesf«ent-G*n- 
A  er.il  of  t-he  International  Sunshine  Society,  we 
have  received  a  letter  requesting  us  to  assist  the  society 
to  find  blind  children  in  Delaware  who  should  have 
the  care  and  the  educational  benefits  of  the  Arthur 
Home  and  Kindergarten  for  the  Blind,  an  Interna- 
tional Sunshine   institution,  in  Summit.   N.  J. 

Mrs.  Alden  has  many  friends  in  Delaware.  She  spoke 
here  about  two  years  ago  and  will  speak  he,\t  week 
before  the  society's  State  convention  in  Mil  ford.  in 
her  letter  to   u,s  she  says: 

"Will  you  kindly  help  us  lo  find  the  blind  babies  of 
Delaware?  The  Sunshine  Division  of  Delaware,  head- 
quarters at  Wilmington,  succeeded  in  setting  a  law 
made  in  1925  providing  for  the  rare  of  the  baby  and 
young  blind. 

"Our  Society  has  established  an  International  honie- 
hospital-Kindeirgarten      for     blind     babies     ai      Summit, 


X.  J..,  -where  we  take  the  verv  young  blind  of  any  State, 
that  needs  our  car.e,  until  the  State  can  provide  for 
'them. 

"We  have  had  Delaware  children  always,  and  last 
year  tlA  bill  was  passed  providing'  tuition  for  ihom. 
The  budget  provides  tor  several  more  blind  babies,  but 
we  cannot  get  the  news  to  the  mother*;  they  hide  the 
babies,  not  knowing-  of  the  new  law.     Will  you  help  u*s? 

A  budget,  through  the  State  Board  of  Education, 
now  provides  for  the  suitable  cars,  maintenance  and 
instruction  of  blind  babies  of  the  State,  and  blind  chil- 
dren ion  young  or  too  backward  to  enter  the  State 
School   for  the  Blind. 

"One  Delaware  blind  child  has  been  sent  to  the 
Arthur  Home  and  Kindergarten  for  Blind  Babies  at 
Summit.  This  budget  is  sufficient  to  appoint  another 
blind    baby. 

".Now  where  is  the  baby?  Report  its  whereabouts 
to  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Doi-sey.  No.  2001  Jefferson  Street,  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  and  she  will  help  the  mother  to  take 
advantage  of  accepting  for  her  baby  this  exceptional 
jcare  that  the  State  is  now  giving-  its  hand.  The  law 
is  a  new  law,  and  o;ie  of  .the  best  ever  made  on  educa- 
tion." •         ' 

Here  is  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  ~omc  Del- 
aware mother  of  a  blind  child  to  give  it,  despite  Its 
deplorable  handicap,  a  chance  in  life  such  as  Helen 
A.  Keller.  Who,  not  only  was  blind,  but  also  a  deaf 
mute,  had  when  she  started  on  a  career  which  latsr 
was  to  amaze  the  world. 
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InteruAUpnaJ   Sunshine  Society 
To  HolflVesiclents    Day 
Reception^TucsUay. 

The  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Rlil1fli  iHfr  John  Alden 
president,  that  maintains  the  Blind 
I  Babies  Home  at  8-4th  St.  and  13th 
ave.,  Dyker  Heights,  will  hold  its 
annual  Presidents  Day  reception  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  from  1:30  to  5 
o'clock  in  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 

Many  prominent  guests  will  be 
present,  among  them  Commissioner 
Bird  S.  Coler,  Welfare  Department, 
New  York  City,  a  guest  of  honor, 
who  will  address  the  assembly  dur- 
ing the  afternoon.  Other  guests  who 
have  accepted  invitations  are  80 
presidents  of  New  York  city  women's 
clubs. 

Preceding  the  program  a.  recep- 
tion will  be  held  by  Mrs.  Alden,  her 
committee  and  guests.  At  2:30  a 
musical  program  wjll  he  given  by 
former  pupils  of  Dyker  Heights 
Blind  Babies  Home. 

They  include  Rosalie  Cohen,  who 
is  home  from  Cornell  for  her  Easter 
vacation,  -pianist  and  singer:  Eleanor 
Foster,  High  School  graduate,  now 
taking  a  post-graduate  course  at  the 
Eighthouse,  violinist;  Rachel  Askc- 
nas,  graduate  of.  Normal  College, 
speaker,  and  Ruth   JohnBon,   pianist. 

There  will  be  a  social  hour  from. 
1  to  5  and  refreshments  serve 
Any  one  interested  in  this  work^^r 
the  blind  children  desiringJ^r  at- 
tend this  meeting  may  cony»TOnicate 
with  Mrs^/John  AldenJ^*T5th  ave., 
Manhattan . 
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Adoptions  by  Women  Feature 

International  Sunshine  Branch 

President's  Day  Celebration. 

Two  blind  babies  were  adopted 
yesterday,  one  by  Mrs.  Anna  Schip- 
per,  of  Manhattan,  the  other  by 
"Mrs.  Uncle  Robert"  when  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind  held  its  annual  President's  Day 
celebration  in  the  Hotel  Pennsyl- 
vania. "Mrs  Uncle  Robert"  is  the 
wife  of  the  philanthrophist  who  fre- 
quently appears  at  charitable  func- 
tions but  has  never  revealed  his 
identity. 

Mrs  William  Dick  Sporborg,  pres- 
ident of  the  New  York  City  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  told  her  au- 
dience that  they  might  take  a  hint 
from  those  who  see  only  with  their 
finger  tips,  many  of  whom,  she  de- 


clareu,   have  become  masters  of  the 
arts  and  sciences.  . 

The  children  from  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  1255  84th  St.. 
gave  their  own  program,  under  the 
direction  of  Miss  Maude  A.  Tollefson 
and  Miss  Eleanor  May  Bennett. 
Three  blind  girls  who  were  educated 
in  the  home  also  appeared.  They 
were  Rosalie  Cohen,  who  is  now  a 
Cornell  student;  Eleanor  Foster,  a 
recent  graduate  of  Bay  Ridge  H.  S., 
now  studying  dictaphone  work  at 
the  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  and 
Ruth  Johnson,  a  grammar  school 
student. 

Brooklyn  and  Queens  women  who 
were  guests  of  honor  were:  Mrs. 
John  Joseph  MacDonald,  Miss  Flor- 
ence Redfield,  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Bage, 
Mrs.  Arnold  F.  Smith,  Mrs.  David 
R.  Rodger,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Glover,  Mrs. 
"William  Rogers  Chapman,  Mrs.  Fred 
C.  Cocheu,  Mrs.  Otto  Heinigke,  Mrs. 
Austin  Finegan,  Mrs.  Charles  Loren- 
zo Woodv,  Mrs.  Emery  Arthur 
Brown,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Lelman,  Mrs.  J. 
M.  Douglas,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Sullivan, 
Mrs.  I.  Sherwood  Coffin,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Smith.  Mju^gmmmmmjil^iea,  Smit1 
Mrs.  .W.  H.  Lang,  Mrs.  J.  FWfite 
MrsrGeoTfce  Forbes,  Mrs^J 
Hubbard, 
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Pennsylvania  La\ft/and  Appro- 

'  {9y)&on  Se*s  before  Them 
Opportunity  to  Be  Educat- 
ed in  Good  Home,  Free. 


The     Blair     county     commissioners 
have   received   a   communication  from 
Mrs.  John  Alden,  president  general  of 
the    Inti'inuiioiial     Sunshine     society 
seeking    ti     locate    blind    babies. 
asylvania    Ijw    provides   $1.50   per 
day  for  care,  maintenance  and  educa- 
»l    blind    babies   and   small    chil- 
dren.    From  this  state,   such   children 
ducated  at  the  Arthur  Home  and 
Kindergarten   for    the   Blind   at    Sum- 
n.  J.  Interested  persons  are  asked 
immunicate  With  Mrs.  Alden  at  96 
Fifth   avenue,   Xow   York. 

Mr-.  Alden  Buys  that  laws  that  care 
for  the  blind  in  Pennsylvania  now  in- 
clude the  child  from  the  day  of  blind- 
even  though  that  bo*  at  birth. 
makes  Pennsylvania  one  of  the 
leading  states  in  the  care  of  its  young 
blind.  '1  lie  lav 
introduced   by   Mr.    Waller,   providing 


payment  for  blind  babies  of  "not  more 
than  $1.50  per  day." 

A  special  budget  is  provided  for 
these  children  and  they  are  appointed, 
not  committed,  but  appointed  by  the 
state  board  of  education  as  pupils,  for 
care,  maintenance  and  education  in 
kindergartens,  hospitals  ajdd  homes 
combined ,  provided  for  thjrn.  If  the 
mother  will  realize  thy  the  baby 
needs  immediate  care,  rfie  will  take 
advantages  of  these  appointments  and 

id  the  baby  thai  iymay  have  the 
hospital  care  especially,  before  the  lit- 
tle body  becomes  twisted  and  de- 
formed. « 

The  presen'.  budget,  Mrs.  JRden  ad- 
vises., provides  lor  several  more 
babies  or  young  and  backward  chil- 
dren. '"Wlierc  are  the  children  who 
should  have  these  appointments?"  she 
asks.  Report  all  such  blind  to  Mrs. 
John  Alden,  founder  of  the  blind 
babies'  homes  and  kindergartens  and 
originator  of  the  blind  baby  law  in 
Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  having 
no  adequate  institution  of  its  own 
has,  for  ten  years,  been  sending  its 
blind  babies  to  the  Summit,  N.  J.. 
home  for  ten  years. 

As  before  stated,  the  state  pays  $ 
per  day  for  each  child  sifcappointed  and 
it  graduates,  when  ol  .  to  the 

Overbrook   or   Pittstbti  ols     or 

state  classes  for  the  blind  where  it 
gets  the  highe.  education.  Delay  in 
sending  tho  baby  early,  Mrs.  Alden 
states,  often  means  its  deterioration 
into  a  helpless  and  backward  blind 
child. 

The  county  commissioners  referred 
this  matter  to  the  Altoona  Mirror  in 
the  home  that  some  Blair  county 
babies,  if  there  arc,  might  get  the 
benefit  of  the  state's  efforts  in  their 
behalf.  The  Altoona  Lions  club  is  be- 
coming s'ponso/  for  the  blind  and  it  is 
hoped  that  some  good  for  some  un- 
fortunates will  come  of  t> 
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SUNSHINE  HOME 
HASJEST  RECORD 


'       IT. 


The  ^sunshine     Home      for 
Babies,   on    8  4th   St..    near    I 
had    the    best    health    record    o: 
institution   in   New   York  during 
past  year 
Departing 

of    the    superintendent.     Dr.     t 
Macmlllan,    made    yesterds 

il  meeting  of  the  Interna- 
Sunshine   Branch    for    the    Blin 
5th  ave.,   Manhattan. 

There    wa5    no    illness    among 
35    children    enrolled,    #\vond    sflH 


'cold  and  minor  accidents.  Dr.  Mac- 
millan  also  announced  that  the 
Health  Department  especially  com- 
inted  the  Home  on  its  balanced 
diet. 

ly  17  blind  children  are  now 
living  at  the  Home,  the  decided  re- 
ion  in  enrollment  occurring 
1  when  the  city  ruled  that  Jewish  and 
Catholic  blind  should  be  sent  to  in- 
stitutions maintained  by  their  par- 
ticular faith.  Three  blind  babies 
were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Dr.      Macmillan     announced     that 
three  "babies"   had  gr^ruated   from 

the  Home  since  the  last  annual 
meeting  and  have  gone  on  to  higher 
education.  Rosalie  Cohen  is  study- 
ing at  Cornell  on  a  -scholarship 
which  she  won.  Efean^  Foster,  a 
graduate  of  Bay  Ridge  High  School, 
is  taking  a  post-graduate  course  at 
the  Lighthouse  School  for  the  Blind. 
Clark  Noble  has  gone  to  Perkins 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  Boston.. 

Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Hofeley  of 
Brooklyn  was  elected  to  member- 
ship in  the  association  and  Mrs. 
Helen  Lindsay  of  Richmond  Hill  was 
added 'to  the  boal-d  of  directors  for  a 
three-year  term,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Brad- 
director/   for    one 


ner    was 
year. 

TBe  re-ele^Ped  officers  of  the  a^. 
sociation  are:  President,  Mrs.  Cyn* 
thia  Westover  Alden;  vice  president^ 
Mrs.  H.  O.  Barnes;  secretary,  Mrs, 
Furman;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Mary  Dt 
Beattie;  directors,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Ash-s 
mead,  Mrs.  William  H.  Hamilton 
and  Mrs.  F.  H.   Hanjjajj^^^gi, 
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Thrift  Shop  Benefits  from  May  Movers 
Who  Donate  Salable  Articles  to  Aid 
Blind  Children 

fac^Jfw^iy  May  1  Is  "moving-  day" 
be  a  hard  question  to  answer, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  on 
day  more  people  change  their  abodes 
than  on  any  other  day  in  the  year. 
with   the  exception  of  Oct.  1. 

One  of  the  theories  advanced,  is 
I  the  natural  urge  to  be  gone  which 
manifests  itself  In  all  animals  after 
a    cold    winter. 

But  for  one  organization,  at  least, 
the  desire  to  be  gone  which  is  most 
acute  in  the  springtime,  is  a  genu- 
ine  boon. 

That     organization    is    the     Thrift 
■-   2073    Seventh   Ave.,   near   124th 
St.,   maintained  by   the  Interamt! 
Sunshine    Society    for    the   Benefit    of 
the   Arthur   Home   for   Blind   Bab 
Summit,   N.   J. 


ThlB  shop  deals  in  second-hand 
wares.  There  is  no  general  class 
of  wares  which  this  shop  deals  in. 
They  sell  everything  from  shoes, 
bric-a-bracs,  hats,  tables,  chairs  and 
baby    carriages. 

The  funds  derived  from  the  sale 
of  these  articles  are  turned  over 
directly  to  the  International  Society, 
which  sees  to  it  that  the  blind  ba- 
bies at  the  Arthur  Home,  in  Summit, 
N.  J.,  benefit  directly  from  it. 
Moving"    People    Donate 

The  products  sold  in  this  shop 
are  for  the  most  part  donated  by 
persons  who  are  moving.  There  are 
pieces  of  furniture  which  are  still 
too  good  to  be  discarded  and  still 
not  good  enough  to  take  along  to 
the  new  home. 

Then,  there  are  such-  tilings 
pictures,  mirrors,  lamps  or  plants 
which  will  not  harmonize  with  the 
new  wallpaper  in  the  new  apart- 
ment. But  they  are  too  good  to  be 
thrown   away. 

If'  they  are  «ent  to  the  Thrift 
Shop,  or  if  they  are  taken  there  by 
the  ahop'a  wagon,  they  can  be  sold, 
and  in  this  way  money  can  be  rea- 
lized   to   help    the  Arthur   Home. 

"In  thia  way,"  says  Mrs.  Harriet 
L.  Mason,  chairman  of  the  shop, 
"there  are  two  classes  of  persons 
who  are  benefited.  Firstly,  our  ba- 
bies at  the  home,  and  secondly,  poor 
residents  of  Harlem  who  buy  these 
discarded  articles  for  their  own  use 
at    very    reasonable    rates. 

"The    Sunshine    Thrift     Shop    is    a 
permanent  activity   conducted  for  the 
home   and  kindergarten  for  blind  ba- 
n   Summit. 
"At    presenl     there    are     40      blind 
children    at    the    home,    all    of    whom 
are   under   10    years   of  age.      The  In- 
ternational     Sunshine      Society,       of 
which    Mrs.    Cynthia   Westover  Olden 
under  and  president-genera),   ha.s 
iccessful    work   lor  the 
blind   children   for    16   years. 

Blind.  Trained  at   Home 

"There   are  [at    present    four   blind 
girls    studying    at    Cornell     Univer* 
ity,    and    one   blind    boy  at   Columbl*.. 
University    who    received    their   early 
training   and   education    in  our  home. 

"A  home  in  Brooklyn,  which  is 
also  part  of  the  Sunshine  Society, 
receives  the  children.  One  of  our 
girls,  Rosalie  Cohen,  graduated  from 
high  school  last  year  with  the  high- 
est honors  and  won  a  scholarship 
in    music   at    Cornell    University. 

"She  was  brought  to  us  as  an  in- 
fant only  a  few  weeks  old.  She  ia 
now  ID  years  old.  She  is  but  on<? 
of  a  great  number  of  unfortunate 
children  w,l\6  were  brought  up  at 
our  homes,  who  ■were  enabled  to 
make  their  lives  happy  and  useful, 
because  persons  donated  articled 
which  were  of  no  further  use  to 
them. 


fits  derived  from  this 
shop  are  used  for  the  Summit  homo. 
Our  wagon  is  always  ready  to  re- 
spond to  a  telephone  call  or  post 
card  in  order  to  get  discarded  use- 
able   articles. 

"A    .special     bargain     sale     is    now 
■being' held    at    the    shop    in    order    to  ., 
swell  our  net  donation  to  the  home."    ' 
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BLJJD  BABIES  SOUGHT 

"INSHINE  SOCIETY 


Mrs.  John  Alden,  president-general  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society. 
I ue..  a  newspaper  elub,  writes  The 
Times  that  her  organization  is  trying 
to  find  blind  babies  and  young  blind 
children  of  Tennessee  in  order  that  help 
may  be  extended  to  have  mothers 
take  advantage  of  the  state  laAv  pro- 
viding tor  the  unfortunates.  Accom- 
panying Airs  Alden's  letter  was  the 
following  statement : 

"Sixteen  states  have  made  laws  to 
care  for  their  blind  babies.  Tennessee 
is  one.  The  children  are  appointed  by  • 
the  state  board  of  education.  One  little 
child  from  Chattanooga,  whose  men- 
tality was  doubtful  and  marked  so  by 
experts,  who  mistook  the  odd  actions 
of  a  blind  baby  to  mean  lack  of  men- 
tality. This  little  boy  is  now  one  of 
the  smartest  and  brightest  of  any  in 
the  kindergarten  class  in  the  Arthur 
Home  and  Kindergarten  for  Blind  Ba- 
bies, Summit,  N.  J.  This  institution  is 
maintained  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society;  Inc.,  the  largest  philan- 
thropic newspaper  club  perhaps  in  the1 
world.  Several  blind  children  from  Ten- 
nessee have  been  eared  for  there,  but 
why  so  few?  If  the  blind  babies  were 
reported  no  doubt  the  state  board  of 
education  would  promptly  appoint 
them. 

"Mothers  are  the  greatest  enemies 
that  the  blind  babies  have — they  cling 
to  the  children  until  their  brains  be- 
come atrophied  and  their  limbs  twisted 
and  out  of  shape  because  of  lack  of 
proper  care  and  training.  Mrs.  Alden, 
an  expert  in  the  care  of  the  baby  blind, 
proclaims  that  the  most  important  years 
of  the  blind  baby's  life  are  the  very 
first  ones,  and  that  the  state  would 
not  be  troubled  with  the  adult  blind  if 
babies  received  the  proper  attention 
from  the  day  of  blindness.  This  interna- 
tional home  is  proving  that  piost  babies 
only  want  a  chance  to  demonstrate  that 
their  brains  are  all  right. 

"Keep  an  ever  watchful  eye  for  the 
baby  blind  and  report  them  to  .Mrs. 
John  Alden,  96  Fifth  avenue.  New  York 
City,  and  she.  in  connection  with  the 
state  board  of  education,  will  do  all 
possible  to  save  it  from  a  life  of  use- 
ess." 


yW^  \V-    aq,  \q  aid. 

Educational  Conference 
to  Open  Tomorrow  Night 

fceVge  J.  Ryan,  president  of  the 
Blfcrd  of  Education,  has  been  named 
toy  Mayor  Walker  to  represent  him 
and  officially  open  the  annual  Educa- 
tion Exposition  tomorrow  night  at  the 
244th  Coast  Artillery  Armory,  Sixth 
Ave.  and   14th  St. 

Scholarships  will  be  awarded  in  art, 
music,  dental  hygiene,  dressmaking, 
designing,  millinery  and  other  voca- 
tions. Contests  for  cash  and  other 
awards  will  be  conducted  for  varied 
efforts  of  elementary  high  school  and 
college  students  in  the  city  and 
metropolitan  district. 

A  clean  teeth  contest  for  children 
of  elementary  school  age  will  be  con- 
ducted toy  the  International  Dental 
Health  Foundation  for  Children.  Dr. 
Louise  Ball,  president. 

The  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  Band, 
the  band  of  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  the  children's  orchestra  of  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home  of  the  Interna- 
tional-Sunshine Society,  Mrs.  Cynthia 
AVestover  Alden,  president,  and  the 
band  of  the  U.  S.  Junior  Naval  Re- 
serve are  among  the  features  of  the 
week.  Also,  an  All  Nations  Music 
Carnival,  celebrating  National  Music 
Week,  conducted  by  the  All  Nations 
Society,  Henry  Tudor  Mason,  presi- 
dent,  will  be  held. 

Hernia  Menth,  the  Viennese  Angolus 
pianist,  will  give  a  recital  and  the 
Berend  Banjo  Boys  will  also  be  a 
feature  of  the  stage  performance  to- 
morrow night.  The  exposition  will  be 
open  daily,  except  Sunday,  from  1  to 
11  p.  m.,  until  Saturday  night,  May  S, 
embracing  Better  Homes  in  America 
Week,  National  Boys  Week,  National 
Child's  Health  Day,  National  Music] 
Week  and  Mothers'  and  Parents'  Days.) 


.    '/     WHERE  IS  THE  BLIND  BABY  ? 

Th^  Herald  is  asked,  and  very  cheerfully  complies  with 
the  commendable  request,  to  inform  its  readers  that  laws 
that  care  for  the.blind  of  New  York  state  now  include  the 
child  from  the  day  of  blindness,  even  tho  that  be  at  birth. 
This  makes  New  York  one  of  the  leading  states  in  the  care 
of  its  young  blind.  The  law  is  Chapter  103  of  the  laws  of 
1923. 

A  special  budget  is  provided  for  these  children  and 
they  are  appointed,  not  committed,  but  appointed  by  the 
state  board  of  education  as  pupils,  for  care,  maintenance 
and  education  in  kindergartens,  hospitals  and  home  cum-, 
bined,  provided  for  them.  If  the  mother  will  realize  that 
the  baby  needs  immediate  care,  she  will  fake  advantage  of 
these  appointmetns'and  send  the  baby  that  it  may  have  the 
hospital  care  especially,  before  the  little  body  becomes 
twisted  and  deformed. 

The  present  budget  provides  for  seven  more  babies 
or  young  and  backward  children.  Where  are  the  children 
who  should  have  these  scholarships?  Find  them  and  re- 
port to  Mrs.  John  Alden,  founder  of  the  Blind  Babies 
Homes  and  Kindergarten  and  Chairman  for  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Blind  of  both  New  York  state  and  City  Fed- 
erations of  Women's  clubs,  95  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  city. 

The  state  pays  $1.50  a  day  for  each  child  so  appointed, 
and  it  graduates  when  old  enough,  to  the  state  schools  or 
state  classes  for  the  blind,  where  it  gets  the  higher  educa- 
tion. Delay  in  sending  the  bab)*-  early  often  means  its  de- 
terioration into  a  helpless  and  backward  blind  child. 
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STATE  ON  OUTLOOK 

FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 
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Laws  that  care  for  the  blind  in  tffe 
Slate  of  Xew  York,  now  include  the 
child  from  the  day  of  blindness,  even 
though  that  be  at  birth.  This  makes 
Xew  York  one  of  the  leading  states 
in  the  care  of  its  young  blind.  The 
law  is  Chapter  163  of  the  Laws  of  1923. 

A  special  budget  is  provided  for 
these  children  and  they  are  appoint- 
ed, not  committed,  by  the  State  Board 
of  Education  as  pupils,  for  care,  main- 
tenance and  education  in  kindergart- 
ens, hospitals  and  home  combined,  pro- 
I  vlded  for  them. 

The  present  budget  provides  for 
seven  more  babies  or  young  and  back- 
ward children.  Where  are  the  chil_ 
uren  who  should  have  these  scholar- 
ships? Find  them  and  report  to  Mrs. 
John  Alden,  Founder  of  the  Blind  Ba- 
bies Homes  and  Kindergarten  and 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  the 
Blind  both  of  Xew  York  State  and  City 
Federation  of  Women's  Clulbs,  95  Fifth 
avenue.  Xew  York  city. 
•  The  State  pays  $1.30  a  day  for  each 
child  so  appointed,  and  it  graduates 
when  old  enough  to  the  State  Schools 
or  State  classes  for  the  Blind,  where 
it   gets    the   higher   education. 


Where  Are  the 

lind*  Babies? 


aws  that  care  for  the  blind  in 
the  state  of  New  York  now  include 
the  child  from  the  day  of  blindness, 
even  though  that  be  at  birth.  This 
makes  New  York  one  of  the  leading 
states  in  the  care  of  its  young  blind. 
The  law  is  Chapter  163  of  the  laws 
of  1923. 

A  special  budget  is  provided  for 
these  children  and  they  are  appoint- 
ed, not  committed,  but  appointed  by 
the  state  board  of  education  as  pu- 
pils, for  care,  maintenance  and  edu- 
cation in  kindergartens,  hospitals 
and  home  combined,  provided  for 
them.  If  the  mother  will  realize 
that  the  baby  needs  immediate  care, 
she  will  take  advantage  of  these  ap- 
pointments and  send  the  baby  that  it 
may  have  the  hospital  care  especially 
before  the  little  body  beebmes  twist- 
ed and  deformed. 


The  present  budget  provides  for 
seven  more  babies  or  young  and 
backward  children.  Where  are  the 
children  who  should  have  these 
scholarships?  Find  them  and  re- 
port to  Mrs.  John  Alden,  founder  of 
the  Blind  Babies  Homes  and  Kinder- 
garten and  chairman  for  the  De- 
partment of  the  Blind  of  both  New 
York  state  and  City  Federations  of 
Women's  Clubs,  9  5  Fifth  avenue, 
New  York  city. 

The  state  pays  $1.50  a  day  for 
each  child  so  appointed,  and  it  grad- 
uates when  old  enough  to  the  state 
schools  or  state  classes  for  the  blind, 
where  it  gets  the  higher  education. 
Delay  in  sending  the  baby  early  often 
means  its  deterioration  into  a  help- 
less and  backward  blind  vchild. 
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WHERE   IS  THE  BLIND  BABY? 

The  ^JoiiTjpai  is  asked,  and  very 
cheerful  "complies,  with  the  com- 
mendable request,  to  inform  its  read- 
ers that  laws  that  care  for  the  blind 
of  New  York  state  now  include  the 
chil'd  from  the  day  of  blindness, 
eveii  tho  that  be  at  birth.  .  Th.is. 
makes  New  York  one  of  "the  leading 
states  in  the  cafe  8f  its^yotiBg^bKtrdHi 
The  law  is  Chapter  163  of  the  laws 
Df   1923. 

A  special  budget,  is  provided  for 
these  children  and  they  are  appoint- 
ed, fnot  committed,'  but  "appointed  by 
the*  State  Board  of  Education  as  pu- 
pils, for  care,  maintenance  and  edu- 
cation in  kindergartens,  hospitals  and 
home  combined,  provided  for  them. 
If  the  mother  will  realize  that  the 
baby  needs  immediate  care,  she  will 
take  advantage  of  these  appoint- 
ments and  send  the  baby  that  it  may 
have  the  hospital  care  especially, 
befpre  the  little  body  becomes  twisted 
and  deformed. 

The  presept  budget  provides  for 
seven  more  babies  or  young  and 
backward  children-  Where  are  the 
children  who  should  have  these 
scholarships?  Find  them  and  report 
to  Mrs.  John  Alden,  founder  of  the 
Blind  Babies  Homes  and  Kindergar- 
ten and  Chairman  for  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Blind  of  both  New  York 
state  and  City  Federations  of  Wo- 
ment's  clubs,  95  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
Y'ork  city. 

The  stale  pays  $1.50  a  day  for 
each  child  so  appointed,  and  it 
graduates  when  old  enough,  to. the 
stajte  schools  or  state  classes  for  the 
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Women  to  Confer 
On  Bli&drRelief  at 
Parley  To-morrow 


Educational  Work  for  Sightless 

Children    to    Have    Special 

Attention  of  Federation 

The  New  York  Federation  of  Wom- 
en's Clubs,  Mrs.  William  Dick  Spor- 
borg  president,  will  have  an  all-day 
conference  for  the  child  welfare  de- 
partment to-morrow  at  the  Rockefeller 
Baptist  Church,  Park  Avenue  and 
Sixty-fourth    Street. 

The  morning  session  will  convene  at 
10:30  a.  m.  and  will  be  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  John  Alden,  chairman  of\  the  New 
York  City  and  State  Federation,  de- 
partment for  the  education  of  the 
blind. 

The  program  consists  of  reports  by 
workers  .for  the  education  of  the  blind. 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Hannan  will  bring  a  Braille 
typewriter  and  illustrate  its  use  in 
teaching   the   blind   children. 

Many  New  York  clubs  have  adopted 
blind  'brothers  and  sisters,  contribut- 
ing $100  annually  for  the  special  edu- 
cation of  every  one  at  the  Arthur 
Home  and  Kindergarten  in  Summit, 
N.  J.  Reports  will  be  made  by  the 
president  of  these  clubs,  among  whom 
are  Daughters  of  Pennsylvania,  Mrs. 
Walter  S.  Comly  president;  Ohio  Club, 
Mrs.  Sturgess  Dunham  president;  Chi- 
cago Club,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Phelps  presi- 
dent;: Women's  Press  Club,  Mrs. 
Haryot  Holt  Dey  president;  Clio  Club, 
Mrs.   H.  F.   Doane    president. 

Other  speakers  will  be  Mrs.  Adolph 
Rubin,  National  Council  of  Jewish 
Women;  Miss  Beatrice  Griswold,  direc- : 
tor  department  of  blind,  Brooklyn 
Charities;  Mrs.  Morris  Marx,  New 
York  Guild  for  Blind;  Miss  Frances  A. 
Moscrip,  superintendent  education 
classes  for  blind,  New  York  City 
Board  of  Education;  Miss  Lucille  A. 
Goldthwaite,  Public  Library  librarian 
for  blind;  Mrs.  John  Joseph  MacDon- 
ald,  special  relief  for  blind  children; 
Mrs.  Frank  E.  Bradner,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Howard,  Sunshine  mothers,  and  Mrs. 
Nora  Hopkins  Stubbs. 

The  chairman,  Mrs.  John  Alden,  will 
entertain  her  committee  at  luncheon 
in  the  church  at  12:30.  An  invitation 
is  extended  to  every  one  interested  in 
the  education  of  the  young  blind  to 
pttend  this  morning  meeting. 
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Annual      .Meeting      of      Society      Tor 
GU^4t***«cl    Crippled   Children. 
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leteenth    annual    meeting   of 

the ^ Society    of    the    Brooklyn    Home 

"  ippled    and     Defective 

jield     at    St.     Charles 

Jefferson,    this    week. 

In  t lie  absence  of  the  president,  the 

Rf.    Rev.    Thomas    E.    Molloy,    D.    D., 

vice-president.     fU.     Rev.     Mgr. 

ph      MeNamee,     V.    G.,    presided, 

and  Very   Rev.   Mgr.  John  B.  O.  York, 

the    secretary,    recorded.      About    one 

Ired    members  journeyed   to   Port 

•son   for  the   meeting.      The  new 

bera    elected    to    the    society    at 

this    gathering    were    Mr.    and    Mrs. 

William    C.   Courtney,    MisSiMary    M. 

York,   Robert   J.   MfeMemamy,  Jv 

Mr.   and   Mrs.   Otto   Goetzee. 

treasurer's    report     was    sun- 

d    bj    the    Et  \  .     Mother    Theresa. 

urer,    and    it    showed   thai    the 

nces   of   t lie   society    were   in   first 


TWO  BJJNDJJOYS  RECEIVE 
MUSICAL  SCHOLARSHIPS 

T\^o  hMfTd  boys,  both  13  years  old, 
will  receive  scholarships  for  meri- 
torious advancement  in  music  at  the 
Saturday  afternoon  exercises  of  the 
June  music  festival  being  held  at 
the  Bay  Ridge  High  School,  under 
auspices  of  the  Munson  Institute  of 
Music.  They  are  Oliver  Compton, 
who  receives  the  Buckhout  violin 
scholarship,  and  Charles  Beazle. 
awarded  the  Maren  Lee  piano 
scholarship.  Both  boys  are  members 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Home 
for  Blind  Babies.  The  scholarships 
entitle  them  to  a  year's  tuition  at 
the  Munson  school.  The  presentation 
will  be  made  by  Mrs.  Otto  Hevnigke, 
prominent  social  worker  of  Brook- 
lyn. Mrs.  John  Alden,  founder  and 
president  general  of  the  Internation- 
al Sunshine  Society,  will  assist  in  the 
exercises. 

More  than  1.000._attended  the  pro- 
gram last  night.  The  festival  will  be 
continued  this  afternoon  and  come 
to  a  close  to-night.  Pupils  and  in- 
structors participated  in  last  night's 
program  vvhich  included  vocal  selec- 
tions, recitations,  instrumental  solos 
and  interpretative  dancing.  Law- 
rence J.  Munson,  director,  was  in 
charge.  *a 


'lass  condition.  There  had  been  dur- 
ing tl  ear  a  slight  falling  off 
of  donations  and  bequests  from  lega- 
cies, but  nevertheless  the  society  was 
able  to  meet  its  obligations.  Seventy- 
three  children  were  admitted  to  the 
institution  during  the  p«st  year.  At 
present  the  total  number  of  children 
at  Port  Jefferson  is  357.  There  were 
seVen.ty-si-X  children  discharged  dur- 
ing the  vear,  of  this  number  til 
were  cured  and  thirty-nine  had  their 
condition  improved,  five  unimprove-: 
and   two   died. 

The  total  number  of  hospital  days 
were  97,296.  Operations  to  the  num- 
ber'of  327  were  performed  at  the 
Long  Island  institution  since  May  81 
of  last  year.  There  were. 54,835  other 
treatments  and  appliances  given  to 
the  children  which  Included  man- 
alpine  light,  electro-therapeui 
tic.      radiant     heat,     diathermy     and'. 

le   training.      The   laborat_oj; 
am^gatlons   tvere  i.o^ 
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Blind  Children  Graduate   \ 
"With  Honors  at  P.  S.  18 


Boy  and  Girl,  Sightless  from  Infancy,  Win  Out  Despite 


• 


Handicaps. 


Although  bereft  of  sight  since  babyhood,  two  children  from 
the  Sunshine  Home  for  the  reiin^  fAcchi^Jimmm h-,  street  and 
Thirteenth  avenue,  successfully  completed  their  courses  at  Pub- 
lic School,  No.  187,  Twelfth  and  Bay  Ridge  avenues,  and  at  the 
commencement  exercises  to  be  hejld  in  the  school  auditorium  to- 
morrow will  be  presented  with  diplomas. 


One  of  the  children,  Henry  Heuser, 
is  14  years  old.  He  told  a  reporter 
to-day  that  despite  the  fact  that  he 
is  deprived  of  his  sight  he  did  not 
find  it  difficult  in  competing  with 
of  her.  members  of  his  class.  ^Vith 
the  use  of  a  typewriter  and  the 
Braille  system  he  was  able  to  keep 
well  up  with  the  class  in  the  studies. 
He  said  that  he  was  proficient  in 
carpentry  work  and  expected  to  win 
honors  for  the  work  that  he  did  in 
the  carpentry  line  at  school.  His 
mark  for  the  term  was  82  per  cent. 
Henry    plays   'cello    and    piano.     His 


ambition  is  to  become  a  laweyr. 

He  explained  that  he  is  not  totally 
blind,  being  able  to  distinguish 
shadows.  He  said  that  his  parents 
live  in  Milwaukee  and  that  his  sight 
became  impaired  during  an  operation 
when    two   years   old. 

The  other  child  is  Ruth  Johnson, 
15  years  old,  whose  mark  for  the 
term  is  77  per  cent.  She  is  an  orphan 
and  has  been  at  the  Sunshine  Home 
since  she  was  two  years  old.  She, 
too,  plays  the  'cello  and  aspires  to  be 
an  organist  or  choir  leader. 

In  the  fall,  both  Henry  and  Ruth 
intend  to  continue  their  studies  at 
the  New  York  Institute  for  the^Blu  - 
ration  of  the  Blind  at  PelhaHi^^^  Y. 
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NEW  CANVASS  FOR 
I  <  BIWL  CHILDREN 

feyracuse  club  women  have  been 
asked  to  make  a  search  for  all 
blind  children  who  are  not  going 
to  school,  in  order  that  the  spe- 
cial educational  advantages  avail- 
able in  New  York  State  through 
the  efforts  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  Inc.,  may  be 
offered    them. 

A  number  of  Syracuse  women's 
organizations  have  received  let- 
ters from  Mrs.  John  Alden,  9G 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  chair- 
man of  the  department  of  the  bilnd 
of  the  State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  asking  that  names  of  such 
children  be  reported  to  her. 


S^vocus  e  ,     N  .U,  •  ■  Vo^x.  -  £>i&noavc\ 


JuV 


v^     u> .  iq  ale. 


SOCIETY  HELPS  BLIND 
BABIES  IN 

RESTORATION  OF  EYESIGHT 

Sever!!*'  Syracuse  organizations 
have  been  notified  by  Mrs.  -  John 
Alden.  36  Fifth  avenue.  Sew  York 
city,  that  special  education  for  blind 
babies  throughout  the  state  is  be- 
coming more  available  each  year 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  Inc..  in  this 
state  with  a  special  budget  granted 
by  the  legislature. 

Children  blinded  in  infancy  until 
lately  have  had  little  chance  for 
reaching  the  kindergarten  age,  Mrs. 
Alden  said  for  without  special  care 
a  blind  baby  soon  droops  and  dies. 
Under  the  International  Sunshine 
society,  a  newspaper  club  of  which 
Mrs.  Alden  is  chairman,  blind  babies 
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are  taken  at  birth  and  given  skilled 
nursery  and  hospital  care  with 
kindergarten  instruction  as  soon  as 
they  are  able  to  walk.  They-  then 
are  able  to  enter  the  kindergarten 
which  follows  the  New  Tork  city 
school  curriculum. 

The  Arthur  home  and  kindergarten 
for  ihe  blind  at  Summit,  N.  X. 
where  blind  infants  have  the  benefit 
of  every  scientific  effort  towards 
sight  restoration,  is  the  home  for 
infants  committed  to  the  care  of  the 
society.  As  chairman  of  the  depart- 
t  of  the  blind  of  the  state  fed- 
eration of  women's  clubs  Mrs.  Alden 
urged  all  club  women  in  Syracuse 
make  a  search  for  all  the  young 
blind  not  going  to  school  in  order  to 
notify  the   Sunshine   society. 

Of  500  blind  children  the  society 
has  cared  for,  44  have  been  re- 
turned to  homes  with  eyesight  im- 
proved. On  hearing  of  a  blind  baby 
anywhere  in  the  state  the  society 
will  help  the  mother  get  in  touch 
with  state  authorities  for  the  baby's 
appointment  to  the  Arthur  home, 
Mrs.  Alden  explained.  Parents  liv- 
ing in  other  states,  who  can  pay  a 
tuition  can  send  children  as  private 
pupils. 
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CARE  FOR  BLIND  BABIES 

i  Increase  in  State  r-un as" Wakes  "Room 
for  More. 


** 


With  an  increase  of  several  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  State  budget  for 
the  care  and  training  of  blind  in- 
fants, there  is  room  for  many  more 
in  the  Arthur  Home  and  Kindergar- 
ten for  Blind  Babies,  Mrs.  John 
Alder,  56  Fifth  ave.,  Manhattan,  has 
announced. 

The  home,   under;  the  direction  of 
'he    International    Sunshine    Society, 
cares    for    the    infants,    giving    them 
i<  a!  attention  and  training  them 
to  lake  their  place  with  seeing  chil- 
All    clubwomen    and    chari'o 
beei 
[ng  that  blind  children  from  thels 
re  given  the  advan- 
tage of  this   training. 
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Entertainment  At 
Blind  Babies'  Home 


Irykigton    Elks     Provide 
fe$$      Concert      and 
I     Vaudeville  Program  For 
Babies  and  Friends 


Collection      For      Fence 


The  spacious  lawn  at  the  Arthur 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  on  Pine 
Grove  avenue  was  the  scene  of  a 
delightful  lawn  party  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  when  the  Irvington 
Lodge,  1245,  Patriotic  Order  or 
Elks,  with  its  band  of  thirty-two 
pieces,  gave  a  band  concert  for  the 
blind  "kiddies"  at  the  Home  and 
their  best  of  friends. 

In  addition  to  a  large  audience  of 
Summit  people,  members  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society  from 
Irvington,  Newark,  Elizabeth,  and 
from  various  branches  about  ihe 
State,  came  to  participate  in  the 
delightful   occasion. 

Mrs.  John  Alden,  of  New  York, 
the  President  General  of  the  So- 
ciety and  the  founder  of  the  Home, 
was  the  leading  spirit  of  the  party. 
Harold,  the  six-year-old  inmate  of 
the  Home,  following  a  brief  speech 
of  welcome  to  the  Elks,  introduced 
Assemblyman  John  W.  (Jlift,  who 
acted  as  chairman  for  the  occasion. 

Little  Harold  also  recited  later 
"The  Salute  to  the  Flag,"  and  Susie, 
of  Arkansas,  recited  "The  Four 
Leaf  Clover." 

In  addition  to  the  Elks  Band  of 
Irvington,  the  Elks  were  assisted 
in  entertaining  by  Mrs.  Melvin 
Longfield,  who  sang  several  so- 
prano solos,  and  Joe  Lorey's  enter- 
tainers, also  of  Irvington,  among 
whom  were  the  vaudeville  team  of 
[Selzer  and  Thomas,  Esther  De- 
Young,  Lou  Berk  and  Prof.  Lepolu 
at  the  piano. 

The  band  numbers  were  Inter- 
spersed by  remarks  from  Frank 
Jockel,  chairman  of  the  band  com- 
mittee of  the  Elk3;  Mrs.  Wm.  Hed- 
den,  president  of  the  Irvington 
Branch  of  the  Sunshine  Society,  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  Home;  and 
Mrs.  Dorsey,  president  of  the  Dela- 
ware society,  which  state  has  two 
inmates  in  the  Home.  Mile. 
Diamond,  of  New  York,  gave  an  in- 
terpretation of  the  spirit  of 
harmony  in  dancing. 

Frank  A.  Jockel,  Exalted  Ruler 
of  the  Irvington  Lodge  of  Elks,  told 
of  the  inspiration  that  had   led  to 


the  plans  for  the  entertainment  and 
of  contributing  several  large  um- 
brellas to  place  on  the  lawn  for  the 
comfort  of  the  children  and  their 
attendants,  and  concluded  with  an 
appeal  for  a  silver  offering,  the 
money  to  be  used  to  provide  for 
fencing  in  the  grounds  so  that  no 
inmate  of  the  Home  could  wander 
on  the  street  and  be  injured  or 
killed  by  passing  automobiles. 

Mrs.  Alden  responded  and  told 
briefly  of  the  founding  of  the  Home 
and  its  purpose  and  success,  anr 
illustrated  the  need  for  the  fence 
about  the  grounds.  The  silver  of- 
fering amounted  to  $125,  and  the 
Exalted  Ruler  turned  that  amount 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Home. 

Gifts  were  provided  for  the  chil* 
dren  and  refreshments  were  served 
to  all  present  by  the  Elks,  who 
were  assisted  in  serving  by  the  La- 
dies' Social  Club  connected  with 
the  Irvington  Lodge  of  Elks. 

The  evening's  entertainment  con- 
cluded with  a  grand  march  m 
which  nearly  all  present  participat- 
ed, followed  by  the  lowering  of  the 
flag  and  a  salute  to  the  flag. 

The  thanks  of  all  present  were 
extended  to  the  Irvington  Elks,  the 
Elks  band,  the  entertainers  from 
Irvington,  and  also  to  the  Summit 
Elks  Club  for  the  use^oLtbe^cljftirs 
on  the 


«i  ulu       \4  ,     \  q  SLb 


Blind  Child/ensgfBrooklyn 
'■■'    HM&a  Goney  Island  Outing 

Children  of  the  Sunshine  Home  for 
the  Blind,  Eighty-fourth  Street  and 
Thirteenth  Avenue,  Dyker  Heights, 
Brooklyn,  had  their  annual  outing  to 
Coney  Island  yesterday  to  celebrate 
the  birthday  of  Sig  Saxe,  of  New  York, 
one  of  the  patrons  of  the  institution. 

Each  year  Mr.  Saxe  sends  a  check 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  outing. 
The  children  camped  on  the  beach,  went 
swimming  and  enjoyed  the  amuse- 
ments, closing  with  a  beach  supper. 
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Blind  Youngsters  Go  on 
(,  -      Beach  Party  Tomorro' 


>w 


The  children  of  the  Sunshine^ 
Home  for  the  Blind  (maintained  by 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind)  Eighty-fourth  street 
and  Thirteenth  avenue,  are  anxiously 
awaiting  for  to-morrow,  for  that  day 
they  are  going  to  have  a  beach  party 
n  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  Sig 
Saxe,  of  Manhattan.  Every  year,  Mr. 
Saxe  sends  a  generous  check  to  the 
home  to  cover  the  expense  of  the 
outing. 
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D  CHILDREN 
ROMP  AT  CONEY 


Guests  of    Sigihund   Saxe 
I,  Hear  happiness  for  Day 

Twenty  of  the  happiest  persons  on 
the  beach  at  Coney  Island  yesterday 
jaw  neither  the  rolling  surf  nor  the 
blue  sky  but  only  felt  with  their 
bare  feet  and  heard  with  ears  that 
were  perhaps  sharper  for  the  want 
of  sight. 

They  were  children  from  the  Blind 
Baby  Sunshine  Home,  No.  1255  84th 
Street,  Brooklyn,  on  the  seventh  an- 
nual outing  given  them  by  Bigmund 
Saxe,  a  New  York  merchant. 

Mr.  Saxe  sent  four  limousines  ear- 
ly to  the  home,  and  the  party  at  th 
beach,    interrupted    only    by    a    brK 
rain,    continued    happily    till    4.30    I 
M.      All    played   leap   frog  and   othe. 
games  in  the  sand,  some  ventured  to 
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BLINDMBIES  HOLD 
OUTING  AT  SEA  GATE 

b^ 

The      children       of     the     Sunshine 
Home    for    Blind    Babies    at      Dyker 
Heights    held    their    annual      outing 
yesterday   at    Sea    Gate.     Th"    thr 
ening     weather     yesterday     mori 
delayed    the    departure    until 
o'clock       when      approximately 
Mind    boys   and   girls    were    taken    in 
several   automobiles  to   the   extreme 
end    of    the    Board    Walk    at     C 
Island.    There  they  ejjjoyed  bathing 
and   a    picnic   on    the   beach.      Almost 
everyone      could      swim      and      float 
about. 

Former  graduates  oC  the  home 
were  among  the  party.  Some 
them  are  recent  graduates  of  pub- 
lic schools,  while  three  are  students 
in  colleges.  A  number  earn  their 
living  in   business   office*. 

The    outing    is    held    each    year   In 

honor    of    the    birthday    of     Sigmund 

Saxe,     who     has     been     actively    en- 

i    in   the   Interests  of  the   home 

for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mrs.     Grace       MacMiUan     was 

the  children  and  super- 
vised the  arrangements.  After  their 
picnic  they  returned  to  the  home 
about   5:3.0   o'clock. 
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EDUCATION  OF  BLIND  BABIES 


York  State  Legislature 
has  provided  a  special  budget  for  the 
education  of  blind  babies.  They  are 
sent  to  the  Arthur  Home  and  Kinder- 
garten for  Blind  Babies,  maintained 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
a  Newspaper  Club,  incorporated  in 
this  State  with  Headquarters  at  96 
Fifth  Ave.',  New  York  City.  Mrs  John 
Alden  founder  of  the  Institution  and 
President  General  of  the  Society.  She 
is  also  Chairman  of  the  Department 
of  the  Blind  of  the  State  Federation 
of  Women's  Clubs.  She  urges  the 
Club  Woman  especially  to  make  a 
search  in  her  neighborhood  for  all  the 
young  blind  not  going  to  school. 
Babies  are  taken  at  birth,  if  they  are 
blind,  and  given  skilled  Nursery  and 
Hospital  care  with  Kindergarten  in- 
struction, just  as  soon  as  they  walk. 
Preliminary  exercises  prepare  them 
for  entering  the  Kindergarten,  which 
follows  the  New  York  City  curriculum. 
The  news  must  be  given  to  the 
mothers  of  Blind  Children  that  New 
York  State  leads  all  other  States  in 
the  Union  in  its  care  of  the  helpless 
Blind  Baby.  Remember  Mrs.  John 
Alden's  address,  96  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York  City,  Room  503.  She  will  help 
the  mother  get  in  touch  with  the 
State  authorities. 


1  etches  Olind 
JL^hildren  to    Oee" 


Dr.  Grace  P.  Macmillen 

By  Harriette  Ashbrook 

A  HOME  for  blind  children!    What  would  it  be  like? 
What  could  it  be  like  but  a  place  of  sadness  with 
its  scores  of  youngsters  groping  their  pitiful  way 
about  in  the  darkness? 

Dr.  Grace  P.  Macmillen,  superintendent  of  New 
York's  oldest  home  for  blind  children,  is  perhaps  the  one 
who  is  best  able  to  answer  these  questions — or  rather 
to  let  you  see  the  answer  for  yourself.  The  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Babies  in  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  was 
the  second  home  of  its  kind  established  in  America  and 
the  first  in  New  York.  For  twenty  years  it  has  been  a 
haven  for  wee  unfortunates  shut  off  from  most  of  the 
good  things  of  life.  And  for  a  good  many  of  these 
twenty,  Dr.  Macmillen  has  directed  it. 


The  home  itself  is  a  rambling  green  and  white  house 
set  among  tree  dotted  lawns  and  surrounded  by  a  luxuri- 
ant green  hedge.  From  the  first  moment  I  set  foot  on 
the  stone  steps  leading  up,  to  the  front  door  things  began 
happening  to  my  preconceived  ideas.  Sounds  of  gay, 
childish  laughter,  bare  feet  pounding  up  and  down  stairs 
at  a  fearful  rate,  doors  slamming,  shouts. 

Dr.  Macmillen  met  me  at  the  door  and  immediately 
introduced  me  to  Janey,  who,  she  explained,  would  be  my 
guide — a  wee  bit  of  a  girl,  seven  years  old,  quiet,  but 
not  at  all  shy.  So  while  the  busy  superintendent  turned 
back  to  her  work  in  the  office  Janey  took  me  through  th> 
home. 

Although  I  had  two  perfectly  good  eyes  and  she  had 
none,  she  did  the  guiding.  One  small  hand  was  in 
mine.  The  other  touched  woodwork  and  furniture  as  she 
passed.  With  unerring  accuracy  she  lad  the  way.  Fre- 
quently she  forgot  that  I  could  see  for  myself  and  she 
would  say,  "Two  steps  up,"  or  "Three  steps  down,"  or 
"Here's  the  door." 

"Let's  go  out  and  see  the  boys,"  she  suggested  and 
led  me  forthwith  into  the  yard.  There  were  perhaps 
ten  boys  ranging  in  age  from  seven  to  fourteen,  sturdy 
lads,  brown  as  young  Indians,  romping  and  playing.  At 
first  it  was  hard  to  believe  that  they  were  blind,  so 
sure,  so  confident  were  their  maneuvers. 

"Hey,  everybody  get  out  of  the  way;  we're  gonna 
pump  up."  Two  of  them  scrambled  into  the  swing  and 
began  "pumping"  vigorously.  Soon  they  were  whizzing 
high  into  the  air. 

"Look  how  high  we're  goin',"  they  shouted.  The 
words  at  first  seemed  incongruous,  but  I  was  soon  to 
learn  that  "look"  and  "see"  were  among  the  commonest 
words  in  their  vocabulary. 

One  boy  about  fourteen  was  exercising  on  a  pair  of 
swinging  rings.  Another  was  "shinnying"  up  one  of  the 
iron  poles  that  supported  the  swings. 

"Boys,"  Janey  called,  "here's  a  lady  come  to  visit 
us,"  and  immediately  activity  suspended  itself  while 
they  gathered  around  to  be  introduced.  Janey  would  put 
out  one  hand,  feel  the  knob  of  a  shoulder  or  run  her 
fingers  through  rumpled  hair  and  unhesitatingly  identify 
the  boy.  Thus  I  met  Bennie  and  David  and  George  and 
Eddie  and  Gerald  and  Jim  and  a  number  of  others. 
The  conversation  of  these  children  revealed  the  fact 


that  their  interests  seem  to  be  no  different  from  those  of 
more  fortunate  children.  They  were  well  informed  on 
current  events,  especially  sport,  and  were  keenly  inter- 
ested in  discussing  Gertrude  Ederle  and  her  Channel 
swim. 

At  this  juncture  sounds  of  scuffling  and  scrambling 
a  few  yards  off  interrupted  the  conversation.  Two  boys 
were  giving  what  appeared  to  be  an  imitation  of  Jack 
Dempsey  and  his  sparring  partner.  As  the  noise^of  the 
conflict  came  to  the  quick  ears  of  David  he  rose  to  the 
occasion  with  dignity  and  advanced  upon  the  two  boxers. 
"Aw,  come  on  now,  kids,"  he  admonished.  "No 
fightin'.    Can't  you  see  we  got  a  visitor?" 

By  degrees  the  conversation  shifted  to  ambitions — 
what  they  were  going  to  be  when  they  grew  up.  Here 
as  elsewhere  they  seemed  to  overleap  or  to  disregard  the 
obstacles  imposed  by  their  handicap. 

"I'm  gonna  be  a  waiter,"  Bennie  proclaimed. 
"And   I'm  going  to  have  a  grocery  store,"  Jim  an- 
nounced. 

"Aw,  I'm  gonna  run  a  steam  shovel,"  .David  said  with 
disdain  in  his  voice  for  the  lesser  ambitions  of  the 
others. 

Little  Janey  slipped  her  hand  into  mine  and  con- 
fided that  she  was  going  to  teach  music. 

Presently  we  went  inside  to  the  school  rooms. 
Gerald,  who  is  a  violinist  of  exceptional  ability  for  his 
age,  promised  to  play  for  us,  even  raced  up  to  his  room 
and  brought  down  his  violin,  tuned  it  and  stood  with 
bow  poised. 

"Well,"  he  demanded  impatiently,  "who's  going  to 
pl^y  my  accompaniment?"  Nobody  apparently  had 
thought  of  that.  We  were  quite  content  to  do  without  it 
if  only  Gerald  would  play.  But  the  young  artist  had  other 
ideas  on  the  question.  He  waited  for  a  few  moments  as 
if  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  find  some  one  to  play  the 
piano.  Then  he  laid  his  violin  and  bow  down  upon  the 
piano  and  gave  his  bushy  hair  a  truly  temperamental 
toss. 

"I    cannot   play    without   an    accompanist,"   he   an- 
;  nounced  with  artistic  dignity  despite  his  thirteen  years, 
and  turned  on  bare  heel  and  walked  out  on  us.    Suzanne 
Lenglen  herself  couldn't  have  done  it  better. 

On  every  side  there  was  evidence  of  the  absolute 

!  normalness    of    these    youngsters.      They    thought    and 

played  and  acted  just  like  other  children.     Never  once 

!  did  they  seem  to  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  they 


were  blind,  handicapped,  unable  to  share  in  life  with  the 
rest  of  the  world. 

"How  do  you  do  it?"  I  asked,  back  in  the  superin- 
tendent's office  once  more,  whence  Janey  had  led  me  on 
the  conclusion  of  my  tour  of  inspection.  Dr.  Macmillen 
smiled. 

"The  secret,"  she  said,  "is  just  this:  we  never  al- 
low these  children  to  think  of  themselves  as  in  any  way 
essentially    different    from    other    children.      We    never 
,  permit  them   to  think   that  there  is   anything  the  other 
children  do   that  they   can't  do.     We  never,  if  we  can 
I  help  it,  allow  any  one  to  commiserate  with  them  because 
I  they're  'poor  little  blind  children.' 

"There  is  a  great  deal,  you  know,  in  auto-suggestion, 

!  in  the  very  physical  attitude  of  the   child.     Sometimes 

when  a  child  is  first  brought  here  he  is  a  little  stooping 

[  thing,  head  hanging  and  hands  groping  aimlessly  in  the 

dark.   The  first  thing  we  teach  him  is  to  stand  up  straight, 

to  hold  his  head  erect  and  his  shoulders  square.     The 

|  very  bravery  of  his  new  physical  posture  seems  to  lend 

]  him  courage. 

"To  the  outsider  the  self  confidence  which  they  de- 
velop is  marvelous.  People  often  wonder  how  I  can 
!  take  fifteen  or  twenty  of  them  down  to  the  beach  without 
losing  them.  It's  really  easy,  though.  They  all  know  how 
to  swim  and  they  are  quite  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves in  the  water.  Once  in  a  while  one  of  them  goes  out 
a  bit  too  far  for  safety.  I  just  call  and  he  comes  pad- 
dling back.  We  go  down  to  the  beach  nearly  every  warm 
day  in  the  summer. 

"In  the  winter  the  children  go  to  the  public  school, 

where  they   are  in  a  special  room   for  blind  children. 

Those  who  are  in  the  high  school  take  the  regular  course 

I  with   the  sighted  students.     They  have  special   coaches 

who  read  their  lessons  to  them  at  night." 

As  I  walked  down  the  steps,  eight-year-old  David 
I  rushed  up  to  tell  me  goodby.  He  lifted  his  head  and 
i  felt  for  my  hand.  His  eyes  were  the  most  beautiful  blue- 
j  gray  that  I  have  ever  seen,  shadowed  by  heavy  black 
I  lashes.  It  was  hard  to  believe  that  they  held  only  dark- 
!  ness,  or  that  their  sturdy,  strong  little  owner  could  know 
me  only  as  a  voice,  a  touch. 

"Come  again,  tomorrow,"  he  urged  eagerly.    "We've 
I  sure  enjoyed  seeing  you." 


A  REAL  AMERICAN  HOLIDAY] 


1         ■  v 

Thanksgiving  Day  was  celebrated 
in  Brooklyn  and  throughout  the 
Nation  with  due  regard  to  the  origin 
of  the  day.  President  and  Mrs.  Coo- 
lidge  dined  at  the  White  House  on 
Missouri-raised  turkey.  Governor 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  the  regu- 
lation dinner  at  Atlantic  City,  where 
the  Governor  is  spending  a  brief  but 
well-earned  holiday  week-end.  Special 
meals  were  served  in  the  hospitals 
of  the  metropolis.  In  the  prisons 
the  inmates  were  served  with  either 
turkey  or  chicken,  with  all  the  ac- 
companiments. At  the  Brooklyn 
Navy  Yard  there  was  an  unusually 
large  celebration,  as  5,000  sailors 
from  nearly  twenty  ships  were  there. 

Edwin    Gould    provided    dinner    for 

■ 

the  blind  children  at  the  Sunshine 
Home  for  the  Blind  in  this  borough, 
not  only  those  now  in  the  Home  par- 
ticipating, but  all  former  inmates  be- 
ing invited.  So  it  may  be  said  that 
America  in  general  and  Brooklyn  in 
particular  enjoyed  the  day. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  real  American 
holiday.  Born  of  gratitude  in  the 
hearts  of  the  pioneers  for  plenty  fol- 
lowing near  starvation,  it  was  taken 
up  from  time  to  time  until  it  became 
an  annual  institution.  In  New  Eng- 
land, where  the  first  Thanksgiving 
Day  festival  was  held,  it  was  for  years 
more  religiously  kept  than  any  other 
holiday  _  in  the  year.  The  custom 
spread  throughout  the  Nation. 
George  Washington  and  John  Adams 
called  attention  to  reasons  why  peo 
pie  should  gather  on  that  day  in  their 
various  houses  of  worship  and  render 
thanks  to  Almight  God  for  the  pros- 
perity which  they  enjoyed.  Some  of 
the  Presidents  following  them 
neglected  the  happy  custom  of  issu 
ing  proclamations  to  the  people  urg- 
ing them  to  keep  the  day  but  it  was 
revived  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and  n 
President  from  that  time  has  for 
gotten   this   American   holiday. 


Governors     of     States,   too,   have; 

taken     up     the     custom     of  issuing 

Thanksgiving  proclamations.  Mayors 

of    cities    sometimes    have    followed 

suit.     Good  Americans  of  all  classes 

and    creeds    invariably   observe    ihej 

day.     Turkeys  flood  the  market  and! 

are  picked  out  with  care  and  skill  by 

housewives.     Everybody  has  turkey 

"with  all  the  fixin'."     That  is,  most 

everybody.    Some  people  prefer  duck 

or  goose  or  chicken.     In  the  South 

'possum  is  a  favorite  dish,  even  on 

Thanksgiving  Day.    Cranberry  sauce, 

of  course,  goes  with  all  these  dishes. 

And  pumpkin  pie,  mince     pie,     and 

plum  pudding.     So  it  has  become  a 

custom  to  gather  'round  the  family 

table  with  all  the  kinsfolk  and  hav^ 

a  merry  time.     But  good  Americans 

'-■ 
never  forgets  to  say  grace  before  the 

dinner,  For  Thanksgiving  Day  is  cf 
alltlmes  the  occasion  when  the  giv- 
ing of  thanks  is  In  order.  -A 


Tightening  Up  the  Darkness 
for  Little  Blind  Inmates  of 
Brooklyn  Sunshine  Home 


LITTLE  BLIND  MOTHERS. 
All  the  love  that  they  are  kept  from  giving  the  world  through  their 
eyes  is  lavished  by  these  sightless  little  girls  on  their  dollies.  Left  to 
right:  Lucille,  Charlotte  and  Helen  bidding  their  dolls  an  affectionate 
goodnight  before  undressing  them  and  putting  them  to  bed.  The  maternal 
instiuct  is  even  stronger  in  these  tots  than  in  normal  girls  because  their 
own  helpless  condition  makes  them  appreciate  fully  the  helplessness  of 
their  "babies." 


THE  BRAILLE  SYSTEM. 

Learning  to  read  and  write  by  the  Braille  system. 
Johnny  and  Elmer  reading  Mother  Goose  tales  with  their 
fingers  from  raised  type  letters.  This  system,  invented 
a  hundred  years  ago  by  a  Frenchman,  after  whom  it  is 
named,  enables  the  sightless  children  to  learn  and  enjoy 
their  nursery  rhymes. 


AT  THEIR  MUSIC  LESSONS. 
Their  music  lessons  are  bright  moments  in  the  lives  of,  the 
sixty  blind  inmates  of  "mi-hin-  ]Int)ir  ffiir  iliiliadnifHiilrlr'Ti  at  Eighty- 
fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  avenue,  Brooklyn,  of  which  Mrs.  Grace 
MacMillan  is  superintendent.  The  children  are  known  only  by 
their  first  names.  Photo  shows  Charlie  at  the  piano  and  Oliver 
being  instructed  in  the  violin  by  Miss  Eleanor  Bennett,  who  also 
is  blind. 


^" 


THE  RADIO  HELPS. 
Jerry  and  Raymond  getting  a  bedtime  story  on  a  three-tub© 
radio  set  constructed  by 'one  of  the  older  boys  who  was  ten  years 
in  the  home  and  who  recently  acquired  the  use  of  one  eye.  This 
photo  may  inspire  someldm^iMlMaMM^HMMfc^j^^bout  the 
country  donatinsy^ii^0fnipped  radios  to  institutions  for  T  refc^iind. 
It  helps  thaflflUBuren  forget  their,  affliction. 


X. 


